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A Local Law in relation to the temporary task force to study the feasibility of transferring city-owned wetlands to the jurisdiction of the department of parks and recreation.

On February 26, 2007, the Committee on Environmental Protection, chaired by Council Member James F. Gennaro, will hold a hearing and vote on Int. No. 505, in relation to the temporary task force to study the feasibility of transferring city-owned wetlands to the jurisdiction of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation.  

I. Background

On August 17, 2005, the Council passed and on August 31, 2005, the Mayor signed Int. No. 566-A, which became Local Law 83 of 2005 and which created a temporary task force to study the technical, legal, environmental and economical feasibility of transferring City-owned wetlands to the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks and Recreation.  Local Law 83 provides that the task force members shall serve for a period of nine months, after which time such task force shall cease to exist and that it submit a report containing its conclusions and recommendations to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council no later than three months before such expiration.  In addition, the law also requires the Mayor, or his or her designee, to submit a report to the Speaker of the Council no later than six months after the submission of the task force report, regarding the transfer of City-owned wetlands to the Department of Parks and Recreation deemed feasible for such transfer by the task force.



In response to a request made by the Co-Chairs of the temporary wetlands task force, the Council passed Int. No. 409 (Local Law 37 of 2006) in August of last year, which extended the life of such task force until February 17, 2007, and which, in effect, provided a three-month extension of time for the task force to complete its charge of inventorying City-owned wetlands and determining the feasibility of transferring those wetlands to the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks and Recreation.  It has become clear, however, that further additional time is needed for the task force to complete its charge.  Specifically, the finalization of the task force report awaits the Administration’s completion of a study it will undertake on issues regarding Arlington Marsh Cove, a wetland in Staten Island.

II. Analysis of Int. No. 505
Section one of Int. No. 505 amends subdivision (c) of section two of local law number 37 for the year 2006 by extending the life of the temporary wetlands task force until December 31, 2007.

Section two states that this local law shall take effect immediately upon its enactment and shall be deemed to have been in full force and effect as of February 17, 2007.
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