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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I call the

          3  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections to

          4  order. Would the members please take their seats.

          5                 Will the Sergeants-At-Arms clear the

          6  room of people who are talking, or stop talking.

          7                 We have five appointments on the

          8  agenda today, and the first one is to the New York

          9  City Civil Service Commission.

         10                 Section 812 of Chapter 35 of the New

         11  York City Charter provides for a Civil Service

         12  Commission.

         13                 The Commission has the power to hear

         14  and determine appeals by any person aggrieved by any

         15  action of the Personnel Director of the City.

         16                 The Commission may affirm, modify or

         17  reverse such action or determination and shall

         18  establish rules of procedures to be followed.

         19                 On its own initiative, or upon the

         20  request of the Mayor, the Council or the Personnel

         21  Director, shall have the power and duty to conduct

         22  reviews, studies, and analyses of the administration

         23  of personnel in the city, including the

         24  classification of titles by the Personnel Director,

         25  and shall prepare and transmit directly to the
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          2  Mayor, departmental estimates as required by the

          3  Charter, and the Mayor shall include these proposed

          4  appropriations for the Commission as a separate

          5  agency in the budget.

          6                 The Commission shall consist of five

          7  members, not more than three of whom shall be

          8  members of the same political party. The members

          9  shall be appointed by the Mayor, from a list of

         10  nominations provided by a six member screening

         11  committee, of whom four members shall be appointed

         12  by the Mayor and two by the municipal labor

         13  committee.

         14                 The screening committee shall submit

         15  the nominees upon the occurrence of any vacancy on

         16  the commission or at least three months prior to the

         17  expiration of the term of an incumbent officer.

         18                 The members shall be appointed to

         19  staggered six-year terms and shall be removable in

         20  the manner provided for members of a municipal civil

         21  service commission in the civil service law. The

         22  Mayor shall designate a member as Chair and Vice

         23  Chair, respectively, for one-year terms. The members

         24  shall be reimbursed on a per diem basis, the Chair

         25  at the rate of $335.60 per diem and the members at
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          2  $305.09 per diem.

          3                 At today's hearing the Mayor has

          4  recommended the following nominee for reappointment

          5  as a member of the Commission, to serve for the

          6  remainder of a six-year term, which commenced on

          7  March 22, 1999, and will expire on March 21, 2005.

          8                 We have before us Stanley K. Schlein,

          9  a Democrat from the County of the Bronx.

         10                 Welcome, Mr. Schlein, to the Rules

         11  Committee.

         12                 Is your microphone working?

         13                 MR. SCHLEIN: Press. Now it's working.

         14  There you go.

         15                 Good morning, Mr. Chair and members

         16  of the Committee.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Welcome to the

         18  Rules Committee.

         19                 Can you tell us about your service on

         20  the Civil Service Commission and how things are

         21  going over there?

         22                 MR. SCHLEIN: Certainly.

         23                 I was originally appointed after I

         24  left the Koch Administration. Mr. Chairman, as you

         25  know, I was formerly an employee, counsel to this
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          2  August body, and had been reappointed successively

          3  by Mayor Dinkins and now Mayor Giuliani. So, my

          4  tenure on this body has been for a considerable

          5  period of time.

          6                 When I had the privilege to be

          7  employed at the City Council many years ago, I was

          8  Counsel to the Committee on Civil Service and Labor

          9  for a period of time, as well as succeeding to the

         10  Counsel to at that time Vice Chairman, now known as

         11  Speaker.

         12                 The Commission is extremely busy. We

         13  adjudicate in excess of 1,000 cases a year, many on

         14  paper, but involving appeals from Civil Service

         15  employees on disciplinary proceedings and equally on

         16  perspective employees for appointment or promotion

         17  to the Civil Service of the City of New York.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Approximately how

         19  many sessions do you participate in, in a year?

         20                 MR. SCHLEIN: We have hearings three

         21  days a week, and we have meetings usually on another

         22  day a week to consider our decisions.

         23                 My attendance, I believe, has been

         24  pretty excellent, and I'm usually there 85, 90

         25  percent of the time, on a per diem basis.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Can you make any

          3  recommendations to the City Council for legislation

          4  or other budgetary requirements that are not being

          5  met?

          6                 MR. SCHLEIN: Mr. Chairman, one of the

          7  greatest difficulties we face is the expedition upon

          8  which we receive information from a variety of

          9  agencies in order for us to have the cases ready for

         10  adjudication.

         11                 In that respect, many of the Mayoral

         12  agencies are hampered by the lack of personnel to

         13  conduct medical exams and psychological exams, which

         14  are a predicate before finalizing their decision on

         15  appeals. And, so, it is a matter that in this very

         16  tight budget, going down the road, if the Council

         17  and the Mayor's Office could conceivably add several

         18  personnel to the mix it would be extremely helpful

         19  for all of us and for the civil service as well.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

         21                 Are there any questions by any

         22  members of the Committee of Commissioner Schlein?

         23                 Hearing none -- oh, Speaker Vallone.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Mr.

         25  Chairperson. I couldn't possibly let this
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          2  opportunity pass, since it will be one of my last,

          3  to say I'm delighted to be able to vote

          4  affirmatively for Stanley Schlein, one of the best

          5  public servants this Council or this City has ever

          6  had.

          7                 MR. SCHLEIN: Thank you very much, Mr.

          8  Vice Chairman, Speaker.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Hearing no other

         10  Councilman making any negative remarks, so we're

         11  going to --

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Excuse me.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: You have a

         14  question?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: No, no, not

         16  in line of a negative remark, Mr. Chairman, it's

         17  just that before I vote, I hope that anything that I

         18  say in favor of Mr. Schlein cannot be held against

         19  him.

         20                 He serves well, and I know him to be

         21  ethical and conscientious about his responsibility.

         22                 MR. SCHLEIN: Thank you very much.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: And he will

         24  continue it, no doubt.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: The Committee
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          2  will be voting on your nomination.

          3                 Council Member Michels.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Since we're

          5  not going to be voting separately, I just would like

          6  to say, you are a perfect example of the idea that

          7  no good deed will not go unpunished. You have been

          8  such a great resource to this Council and to this

          9  City that they're giving you a position where you

         10  should have had a better position, you should be

         11  given more responsibility, but nevertheless, if you

         12  are desirous of doing this, I certainly would

         13  support you.

         14                 MR. SCHLEIN: Thank you very much.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Thank you.

         16                 MR. SCHLEIN: I thank the entire body,

         17  and I appreciate my relationships, personal and

         18  professional with everyone.

         19                 If I just may be permitted, Mr.

         20  Chairman?

         21                 When the concept of Charter revision

         22  was never ever really considered many, many moons

         23  ago, the Speaker, then a member of the City Council,

         24  undertook an incredible task, which I had the honor

         25  and privilege to serve as his counsel during that
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          2  task, when we did our own revision of the Charter

          3  and the Administrative Code, and it was just an

          4  effort that I've always treasured and the

          5  opportunity to serve with all of you in different

          6  capacities I greatly treasure.

          7                 Thank you for your kind comments.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, you're

          9  excused. We'll be voting on your nomination after we

         10  hear the testimony of all of the candidates.

         11                 MR. SCHLEIN: Thank you, sir.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you.

         13                 The next candidate is an appointment

         14  to the Board of Corrections, someone by the name of

         15  John H. Banks.

         16                 Mr. Banks.

         17                 The Committee on Rules, Privileges

         18  and Elections will consider this date three

         19  appointments by the City Council to the Board of

         20  Corrections.

         21                 Pursuant to Section 626 of Chapter 25

         22  of the City Charter, a City Board of Correction was

         23  created. The Board is given the authority to

         24  evaluate the performance of the Department of

         25  Correction, establish and ensure compliance with
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          2  minimum standards of confinement in all City

          3  correctional facilities, review inmate and employee

          4  grievances, investigate serious incidents and make

          5  recommendations in critical areas of correctional

          6  planning.

          7                 The Board is composed of nine

          8  members, three appointed by the Mayor, three by the

          9  City Council, and three by the Mayor on the

         10  nomination jointly by the presiding justices of the

         11  Appellate Division of the Supreme Court of the First

         12  and Second Departments.

         13                 The appointing authorities fill

         14  vacancies on a rotating basis. The members serve for

         15  a six-year term and do not receive compensation but

         16  are reimbursed for expenses. Members may be removed

         17  by the Mayor for cause after a hearing. The Mayor

         18  appoints the Chairman.

         19                 The candidates before the Council

         20  today are John H. Banks, III; Michael J. Regan; and

         21  Louis A. Cruz.

         22                 Before us, first, of course we have

         23  John Banks.

         24                 John, would you like to make a

         25  statement as to why you're seeking this type of an
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          2  appointment?

          3                 MR. BANKS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          4                 Yes, I would like to thank the

          5  Committee and the members for giving me the

          6  opportunity to discuss my appointment to the Board

          7  of Corrections today.

          8                 I'm profoundly interested in the job

          9  that the Board does. I think, especially now as we

         10  enter a time of fiscal constraint, my background in

         11  budget and long-time City service will be a

         12  contribution to the work for the Board. I think the

         13  Department of Corrections has done a fine job over

         14  the last eight, ten years, and I look forward to

         15  working with the men and women of the Department and

         16  the men and women of the Board to further that

         17  progress.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Just for the

         19  record, it appears that you will be replacing a Dr.

         20  Canute Bernard, who is from Queens, who we all know

         21  is a very active physician, and there's one issue

         22  that has to be raised, that is, you could be

         23  involved in future decisions at the Council

         24  regarding proposed funding or oversight of the Board

         25  of Correction.
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          2                 MR. BANKS: That is a possibility,

          3  yes.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: And given your

          5  official duties as Chief of Staff both to the

          6  Council, the General Counsel, and the Ethics

          7  Counsel, there might be conflicts of interest that

          8  would be arising from the simultaneously service as

          9  Chief of Staff and a member of the Board of

         10  Corrections, and if you become personally involved

         11  in such a problem, have you thought about what you

         12  would be doing?

         13                 MR. BANKS: Absolutely, sir. I have

         14  spoken to Counsel and the recommendation is that if

         15  such an event would occur in the future, what I

         16  would do was recuse myself from any decision and

         17  seek an opinion from the Conflicts of Interest Board

         18  to guide me in future actions.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

         20                 Council Member O'Donovan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Yes, I have

         22  something to say.

         23                 Let me tell you something: --

         24                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: You're out of

         25  order.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: I want to

          3  tell him something.

          4                 I think that you are probably one of

          5  the finest civil servants the Council has had,

          6  appointed official, and anytime professionalism,

          7  honesty, sincerity, you shake his hand, it's his

          8  bond, educational-wise right up on top, and I know

          9  you will do an outstanding job, and it's an honor

         10  for me to vote aye.

         11                 MR. BANKS: Thank you, Councilman, I

         12  appreciate it.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         14  Spigner.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Mr. Banks,

         16  your assignment that you are seeking is one that

         17  does not get enough attention, in my opinion, from

         18  an advocacy perspective. There are not many groups

         19  or individuals advocating for the Correction system,

         20  the correctional portion of our governmental

         21  responsibilities, the jails are there, people go to

         22  jail, they come out of jail, rarely do they have a

         23  voice to ensure that these facilities are being

         24  operated humanely, efficiently, and there is also a

         25  punitive aspect to incarceration as well, as a
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          2  correctional portion.

          3                 So, I'm optimistic that with you

          4  seeking, assuming this assignment, that you intend

          5  to give it the kind of time, and this assignment has

          6  no compensation, you know, which is a fact that I

          7  have. I think all of these boards should have some

          8  compensation. Why should the Civil Service

          9  Commission, we just voted, making $350 a meeting,

         10  and you for the Board of Correction, which is in my

         11  opinion is equally or more important, get nothing.

         12  It' a disincentive for diversity on the Board.

         13                 But I don't know how many of you know

         14  people who have been arrested or who go into jail or

         15  come out of jail, but it's a very challenging

         16  experience. A lot of innocent people go to jail. A

         17  lot of people who go to jail are there because

         18  they're supposed to be, but when they're in jail it

         19  doesn't mean they have to be abused by their fellow

         20  inmates or by the system, that they should be

         21  treated humanely and that they should be given every

         22  opportunity to rehabilitate and get their lives on

         23  the right path.

         24                 So, I'm requesting, I'm going to vote

         25  for you, but I'm requesting that you give this job
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          2  -- you're a young man, you're intelligent, you're

          3  sensitized to these issues, I just want you to use

          4  this position to make that system, you know, what it

          5  ideally should be.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 MR. BANKS: Thank you, Council Member.

          8  I appreciate it.

          9                 I just want to let you know that over

         10  my experience in public service, I've always given

         11  110 percent to whatever job I've assumed, and I can

         12  commit to you that I will do that in this capacity.

         13  I agree with you completely in your assessment of

         14  the criminal justice system and the Correctional

         15  facilities in the City. They do a good job, there is

         16  a punitive aspect to it, but we also need to be

         17  compassionate.

         18                 One of the things that has troubled

         19  me over the last few years is the reduction in

         20  treatment services in other things that could help

         21  people reduce the level of recidivism in the

         22  correctional facility. I think there's an

         23  opportunity for us to make some headway there. It's

         24  a challenge, that's to be sure. I look forward to

         25  working with the Council and keeping you abreast of
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          2  what goes on in the criminal justice system and the

          3  Correction Department specifically.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Good, thank

          5  you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

          7  Michels.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Thank you,

          9  Mr. Chairman.

         10                 I do know that you will give it 110

         11  percent. You've always given it with everything I've

         12  ever associated with you on.

         13                 I have been on the Public Safety

         14  Committee for almost 24 years, short a couple of

         15  days, and I have been fully aware of the problems of

         16  the Corrections. I've spent numerous days -- I've

         17  made numerous visits, I shouldn't say days -- in

         18  various correctional facilities, such as Rikers and

         19  Spofford and other places, which will be under your

         20  jurisdiction, and I'm glad that you did say that you

         21  are aware that there are problems in services to

         22  reduce recidivism, and you know that there has

         23  always been a problem, and most people who are

         24  arrested, who spent time in Rikers, have a drug

         25  problem, and that's one of them. Also, the
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          2  educational system over there, where they try to

          3  give you some education, it's very important. So the

          4  things that we're asking you to pay attention to,

          5  the violent nature of these various facilities have

          6  been to a great extent curved through some excellent

          7  work by Commissioner Kerik and then some of his

          8  subsequent successors, but I think it's important,

          9  this is a job that's going to require hands-on, go

         10  see the facilities, speak to the people, and do a

         11  job, because it's one of the most important jobs,

         12  and I think you've got a good staff on the

         13  Commission, so I think if you listen to them and

         14  work with them, you can really do something

         15  extremely meaningful. And I, for one, think it

         16  should be compensated, because the work you're going

         17  to do is going to require a lot of time on your

         18  part.

         19                 So, I commend you. I think you're the

         20  perfect person for this, because you know all

         21  aspects of it, and you show an appreciation. So, I,

         22  for one, would be very glad to support you on it.

         23  This, to me, is a substantive appointment.

         24                 MR. BANKS: Thank you, Council Member.

         25                 One of the things that the members of
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          2  the Committee my not be aware of, a long time ago in

          3  my career I was a member of the Westchester County

          4  Department of Public Safety as a peace officer, so

          5  I've held a law enforcement position and I

          6  understand completely the importance of this job,

          7  and I'm very excited about joining the Board.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

          9  Berman.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: I just wanted

         11  to verbalize my support to John. I've had the

         12  pleasure of working with John for so many years now,

         13  perhaps more closely than others as Chair of the

         14  Finance Committee and John's many years as a Deputy

         15  Director of the Finance Division. I think this is an

         16  outstanding nomination and I'm pleased to be able to

         17  ultimately vote for it, provided you're nice to me

         18  for the rest of the day.

         19                 MR. BANKS: I can guarantee you I will

         20  be nice to you for the rest of the day.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Good luck,

         22  John.

         23                 MR. BANKS: Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Speaker Vallone.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: First let me dispel
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          2  any accusation that members of this Committee are

          3  concerned that if we ever appear on Rikers Island

          4  we'll receive favorable treatment, I want to get

          5  that --

          6                 MR. BANKS: I can assure you it will

          7  not be favorable treatment.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Absolutely -- off

          9  the record.

         10                 But in any event, John, I think that

         11  there's no higher appointment, no higher function in

         12  the City Council than being Chief of Staff, and you

         13  have done that as good or better than any we've ever

         14  had before. You have been a great credit to this

         15  institution and I, for one, who happened to

         16  represent the area that Rikers Island adjoins, the

         17  greatest and largest penal colony in the world,

         18  very, very concerned that whoever gets to be on that

         19  Department of Corrections, New York City Department

         20  of Corrections, is someone who understands how

         21  important the public safety of the community is, as

         22  well as the safety and the dignity of the inmates

         23  that reside on Rikers Island.

         24                 So, I am delighted. This is probably

         25  the best appointment we've ever made, and I'm
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          2  delighted to be in the affirmative.

          3                 MR. BANKS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I

          4  appreciate your commitment to me and I guarantee

          5  you, I will not let you or the members of this

          6  Council down.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

          8  Wooten.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: John, you

         10  thought I wasn't going to say anything.

         11                 I'm not going to reveal anything, but

         12  I do want to wish you well, and if ever, you know,

         13  in my tenure here, as a member of this Committee, I

         14  could say that you are probably the closest to me

         15  because we've had that kind of relationship and I

         16  really want you to know that I appreciate it.

         17                 I wasn't able to fulfill my complete

         18  obligation, as you had directed me, but I just want

         19  to remind you, you need that right now more than

         20  anything else with all these positions you are

         21  getting in.

         22                 MR. BANKS: Thank you, Councilwoman.

         23  I, too, will assure you that I won't let our

         24  personal relationship affect your stay on any of our

         25  penal institutions, should you find yourself there.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: However, I

          3  really do believe that you really would be effective

          4  on this Commission, and I know that as you've served

          5  this City well, that you will continue to do so.

          6                 MR. BANKS: Thank you very much.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: No other

          8  questions being forthcoming, you're excused. And of

          9  course, we will be voting on your candidacy this

         10  morning, and the full Council this afternoon.

         11                 MR. BANKS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Oh, yes, one

         13  other thing, I'm sorry.

         14                 I understand you're going to be

         15  writing to the Conflicts of Interest Board to

         16  resolve certain potential conflicts, and would you

         17  send to the Committee a reply that you receive from

         18  them?

         19                 MR. BANKS: Yes, sir. Absolutely.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay. Thank you

         21  very much.

         22                 MR. BANKS: You're welcome.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: The next

         24  candidate, again, for the appointment to the Board

         25  of Corrections, is Michael Regan, for a term which
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          2  will begin October 13th, 1996 and will expire on

          3  October 12th, 2002.

          4                 Mr. Regan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Michael who?

          6  Is it ree-gan, or ray-gan (phonetic)?

          7                 MR. REGAN: Regan.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, Mr. Regan

          9  is going to be replacing a seat currently held by

         10  Louis A. Cruz. Mr. Cruz, who has been serving on the

         11  Board of Correction in the hold-over capacity is

         12  today being considered for appointment to the Board

         13  of Corrections seat currently held by David Shulte.

         14                 On appointment Mr. Cruz will be

         15  eligible to complete the remainder of the term that

         16  began on October 13th, 2001, expiring October 12th,

         17  2007.

         18                 Good morning. Welcome to the Rules

         19  Committee.

         20                 Would you like to make a statement as

         21  to why you're seeking this position?

         22                 MR. REGAN: After being in government

         23  for about 23 years, I see this as a terrific

         24  opportunity to use my talents to be able to

         25  represent the Council in a very attentive way to

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            24

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  this important body.

          3                 I have always felt a strong bond and

          4  relationship with the Correction Officers who serve

          5  this City so diligently, they're a workforce that

          6  perhaps doesn't get the attention that some of the

          7  other uniformed personnel receives, and I believe

          8  that this would be an opportunity for me to serve

          9  that Board in a very positive way.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I understand

         11  there is no compensation for the member of the

         12  Board?

         13                 MR. REGAN: Yes, sir.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay. So, you're

         15  really being a volunteer and you're to be commended

         16  for that.

         17                 MR. REGAN: Thank you very much, Mr.

         18  Chair.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: It is a very

         20  important position in terms of what's happening in

         21  our detainment of people and the City of New York,

         22  and especially now with what's going on even more

         23  so.

         24                 Any questions?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Yes.
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          2                 Mr. Regan?

          3                 MR. REGAN: Yes, sir.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Good friend.

          5                 I'm a little disturbed in your

          6  statement, when the only point you wanted to make is

          7  the Correction Officers. With all due respect, they

          8  are one component of the correction system, but the

          9  overwhelming majority of the correction system are

         10  the inmates, some 20,000, who tend to be black,

         11  brown and tan. Most are guilty, some are not guilty.

         12                 I want you to be equally sensitive

         13  and concerned, assuming, you know, that you're not

         14  guilty, you're in some misunderstanding, and you

         15  wind up in the holding pen or you even go to Rikers

         16  Island. Some say that when you go to Rikers Island,

         17  you don't think any white people get arrested in

         18  this town.

         19                 They say the white folks go through

         20  the Waldorf Astoria, or some other place to be held

         21  while they're waiting to be heard. So, this is a

         22  black and brown system that needs -- whose

         23  constituency need to be heard and need to be looked

         24  after. So, with all due respect to the Correction

         25  Officers who have a tough job, they go to jail every
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          2  day, and some stay there for 20 and 30 years until

          3  they retire, but I'm also concerned about the

          4  rehabilitative aspect of correction that we can

          5  hopefully return discharged inmates or ex-cons or

          6  whatever, to society, that they shouldn't be so

          7  damaged that they can't reintegrate themselves into

          8  society, and that's our challenge, and I want you to

          9  serve to be ever mindful of that, and I hope that

         10  mission and responsibility is of equal importance as

         11  is the Correction officers.

         12                 MR. REGAN: Absolutely, Mr. Chairman.

         13  And having known many correction officers in my

         14  life, I know their attitude. I've heard Correction

         15  Officers tell me that there's people that they spend

         16  their day with that they have an attitude of there

         17  but for the grace of God go I, that these are people

         18  who are members of our community and who have not

         19  been, in many cases, convicted of a crime, so I

         20  couldn't agree with you more.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         22  Berman.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: I just wanted

         24  to say that I know Michael now for over 20 years,

         25  and I've watched his career from the Board of
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          2  Education, the Port Authority, to the City Council,

          3  to the Fire Department, and he is, clearly, an

          4  outstanding public servant, a person who has been

          5  dedicated to the City, and he is precisely the type

          6  of sensitive, caring, intelligent individual --

          7                 MR. REGAN: Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: You're

          9  welcome. -- That we should be appointing to these

         10  boards. So, I'm pleased to support his candidacy.

         11                 MR. REGAN: Thank you, sir.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         13  Wooten.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Mike, Herbie

         15  just said some nice things about you.

         16                 MR. REGAN: Yes, Ma'am.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: I just want to

         18  claim a little credit for those words being said. We

         19  go back so many, many years. When Mike first started

         20  out we worked together at the Board of Education.

         21                 MR. REGAN: I was a lot less heavy and

         22  I had a lot fewer gray hairs.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: And you didn't

         24  have a child and you were not thinking about getting

         25  married. But, however, moving along, I'm pleased to
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          2  be a part of saying to you, I have every confidence

          3  and faith in you, and even to say to my colleague

          4  Archie Spigner, I've always known you to be fair.

          5  You've worked in those situations before, and you do

          6  work with all people's color. You are sensitive, you

          7  are caring, and you dialogue with people. So, on

          8  that note, I just want you to know that I really

          9  support you 100 percent.

         10                 MR. REGAN: Thank you very much, Ms.

         11  Wooten. I will not misuse or misguide that trust.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Mr. Speaker.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes, Michael, I just

         15  want to again say that, for the record, you have

         16  been one of the most dedicated and outstanding

         17  public servants over 23 years in various agencies,

         18  and we have firsthand knowledge of your record here

         19  in the City Council, which was exemplary and we

         20  could not have asked more.

         21                 I think, as I said earlier,

         22  concerning other appointments, no one is more

         23  concerned about corrections than I am, because the

         24  largest penal colony in the world is located in my

         25  district, and I've had very close relations with
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          2  every Commissioner, and with the community that

          3  surrounds it, as well as with the inmates over the

          4  last quarter of a century. So that I would never put

          5  a name in for this position unless I felt it was

          6  someone who was compassionate, and understanding and

          7  able to do the job, which this very important

          8  commission, which this Council has protected for a

          9  quarter of a century, since time after time we've

         10  had Mayors who wanted to eliminate it. I think it's

         11  a very important job, and I can think of no one more

         12  qualified than yourself, and I enthusiastically back

         13  your candidacy.

         14                 MR. REGAN: Thank you very much, sir.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         16  Michels.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes, Mike, I

         18  think you're eminently qualified and will do a good

         19  job. And I think from the point of view of budget, I

         20  think John is excellent, and will add a lot to it,

         21  and I think from the point of view as formerly the

         22  Director of Communications in this Council, you have

         23  skills which are badly needed for the Department of

         24  Corrections. I think a lot really hinges on the

         25  communications between the public and the various
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          2  institutions around this City, and we think it's

          3  important to have somebody with those kind of skills

          4  here, and I think if you were to lend yourself, to

          5  be hands-on, which I know you will be, I don't think

          6  you know any other way, but my relationship with you

          7  has always been very good as far as your

          8  professionalism in this Council, and I know you're

          9  going to treat it the same way. So, I really

         10  appreciate your taking this on, and this is not an

         11  honorary, this is a tough board, and some of this

         12  requires a lot of work, and I know you're going to

         13  look upon it that way.

         14                 We look forward to following you in

         15  this capacity. So, thank you for taking this on. I

         16  will support you.

         17                 MR. REGAN: Thank you for your

         18  consideration, sir.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Any other

         20  questions of the candidate?

         21                 Hearing none, you're excused.

         22                 MR. REGAN: Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you for

         24  coming down. We will be voting on your nomination

         25  shortly.
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          2                 MR. REGAN: Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: The last

          4  appointment we have today for the Board of

          5  Corrections is Louis A. Cruz.

          6                 Mr. Cruz.

          7                 Mr. Cruz, could we just excuse you a

          8  second? I have to call Mr. Regan back, I'm a little

          9  forgetful today. Could you just stand aside for a

         10  moment?

         11                 MR. CRUZ: Of course.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Mr. Regan, one

         13  housekeeping question.

         14                 MR. REGAN: Yes, sir.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I overlooked one

         16  question.

         17                 You currently serve as the First

         18  Deputy Commissioner of the Fire Department?

         19                 MR. REGAN: Yes, sir.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: In the event you

         21  continue that employment with the Fire Department

         22  while seeking being a member of the Board of

         23  Corrections, the Counsel, Ethics Counsel, would

         24  advise you to seek an opinion from the Law

         25  Department as to whether or not dual City employment
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          2  could raise any issues. Have you agreed to do that?

          3                 MR. REGAN: Absolutely. And your

          4  counsel has made that clear to me.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: And whatever

          6  response you get to that inquiry, would you pass a

          7  copy along to the Committee?

          8                 MR. REGAN: Yes, Mr. Chairman.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you very

         10  much. I'm sorry.

         11                 And now we will take Mr. Louis Cruz.

         12                 This is not a stranger to this

         13  Committee. Louis Cruz, from Queens, for a term which

         14  began on October 13th, 2001 and will expire on

         15  October 12th, 2007. Your reappointment, a seat held

         16  by David Schulte.

         17                 Could you tell us something about

         18  your experience on the Board of Corrections since we

         19  first appointed you there?

         20                 MR. CRUZ: First of all, Mr. Chairman,

         21  I was thinking about 1990, when I first undertook

         22  this responsibility, I did not quite fathom that 11

         23  years had passed. And has in many, many respects

         24  been a very, very important and critical learning

         25  process for me. I have come to appreciate, without
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          2  being able to describe it, the absolute support of

          3  the City Council and the Speaker, whenever the Board

          4  of Correction came under siege for budget cutbacks

          5  and so forth, and for that, that is a debt of

          6  gratitude that the City of New York owes you and we

          7  appreciate very, very much.

          8                 The function of the Board is

          9  extraordinarily important and balancing, the

         10  punitive with the treatment and rehabilitative

         11  aspect of penal institutions, such as we have.

         12                 I have been extraordinarily impressed

         13  with all of the members that I've served with,

         14  whether they be from the Appellate Division, Mayoral

         15  appointees, or City Council appointees.

         16                 Having said that, however, let me

         17  add, in no uncertain terms, that I am so remarkably

         18  pleased with the caliber of people, such as Mr.

         19  Banks, and Mr. Regan, that this Board has joined me

         20  with, as a fellow appointee, because things will

         21  work a lot better. You have made some remarkable

         22  appointments in those two young men, and I look

         23  forward to working with them.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Speaker Vallone.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Commissioner, we are
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          2  just delighted.  You are one of the first

          3  appointments that I had the privilege and this

          4  Committee had the privilege of making 11 years ago

          5  after we finally, the Charter revision gave us the

          6  power to do so, and you have been an outstanding

          7  member, and you have been a voice of reason. You

          8  have been a person that we could contact, and we

          9  knew that the Department was being savaged and

         10  attacked by all quarters. You had a tremendous

         11  responsibility in keeping the inmates relatively

         12  secure to know that someone cared about them, other

         13  than a remote distance in the state somewhere, and

         14  that someone could come and look at them and talk to

         15  them and hear them and listen to them, while at the

         16  same time balancing the cares and the concerns of

         17  the community, as well as the elected officials.

         18                 You have been an ideal

         19  representative, and I'm delighted, before our tenure

         20  is over here, to be able to renew your commitment

         21  for as long as we could, which takes us to I think

         22  2008.

         23                 MR. CRUZ: Thank you very, very much,

         24  Mr. Chairman, Mr. Speaker. I am very, very humbled

         25  to be able to continue to serve.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Any other

          3  questions of the candidate?

          4                 Hearing none, you're excused. We'll

          5  be voting on your nomination a little later and then

          6  the full Council this afternoon.

          7                 MR. CRUZ: Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: At this point I'm

          9  going to call for a recess. There are several things

         10  that have to be done by members, and we'll be back

         11  in five or ten minutes.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Mr. Cruz, Louie,

         13  wait a minute.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Mr. Cruz, just,

         15  again, a housekeeping issue. You are a democratic

         16  district leader at large in Queens County, am I

         17  correct?

         18                 MR. CRUZ: Yes, sir.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: And this is a

         20  City position that you're going to keep in the

         21  future.

         22                 You have agreed to write to the

         23  Conflicts of Interest Board to see if there is any

         24  violation holding those two positions

         25  simultaneously?
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          2                 MR. CRUZ: And I have.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay. And the

          4  response that you will receive you will be passing

          5  along to this Committee?

          6                 MR. CRUZ: That's correct, Mr.

          7  Chairman.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you.

          9                 Okay, we will be in recess for about

         10  five or ten minutes.

         11                 (Recess taken.)

         12                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Business is

         13  resuming at this time, and the next candidate is

         14  Noach Dear for the appointment to the Taxi and

         15  Limousine Commission.

         16                 The purpose of the Taxi and Limousine

         17  Commission pursuant to Section 2300 of Chapter 65 of

         18  the New York City Charter, is the continuance,

         19  further development and improvement of taxi and

         20  limousine service in the City of New York.

         21                 Along with the promotion and

         22  protection of the public comfort and convenience,

         23  the further purpose of the Commission is to adopt

         24  and establish an overall public transportation

         25  policy governing taxi, coach, limousine and
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          2  wheelchair accessible van vehicles as it relates to

          3  the overall public transportation network of the

          4  City; to establish rates, standards for driver

          5  service, standards of insurance and minimum

          6  coverage; standards for driver safety; standards for

          7  equipment, safety and design, standards for noise

          8  and air pollution controls and to set standards and

          9  criteria for the licensing of vehicles, drivers,

         10  chauffeurs and operators, each engaged in the

         11  services.

         12                 The Commission, pursuant to Section

         13  2302, shall consist of nine members to be appointed

         14  by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the City

         15  Council. Five of said members, one resident from

         16  each boroughs of New York City, shall be recommended

         17  for appointment by a majority vote of the Council

         18  Members of the respective borough.

         19                 Such members shall be appointed for

         20  terms of seven years. Vacancies other than by

         21  expiration of a term shall be filled for the

         22  unexpired term. The Mayor may remove any such member

         23  for cause, upon stated charges. The Mayor shall

         24  designate one member of the Commission to act as the

         25  Chairman and Chief Executive Officer. The Chairman
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          2  shall have charge of the organization of its office

          3  and have authority to employ, assign and superintend

          4  the duties of such offices and employees. The

          5  Chairman shall devote his or her full time to this

          6  position and as such he or she shall receive

          7  compensation. The other members of the commission,

          8  however, are not entitled to compensation.

          9                 The candidate appearing before the

         10  Committee today for appointment is Noach Dear, who

         11  will serve for the remainder of the seven-year term,

         12  which began on February 1, 2001, and will expire on

         13  January 31st, 2008.

         14                 Mr. Dear's appointment will be

         15  effective December 31st, 2001, and will be for the

         16  remainder of the seven-year term that commenced on

         17  February 1, 2001, and will expire on January 31st,

         18  2008. Noach Dear is replacing Marvin Greenberg from

         19  Brooklyn.

         20                 Welcome to the Rules Committee,

         21  Councilman Dear. Would you like to make a statement

         22  with respect to your appointment?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Thank you very

         24  much. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and my colleagues.

         25                 I don't know if this is something
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          2  unique for a member to be sitting on this side of

          3  the desk, but I guess in a couple of weeks we may

          4  end up that way, some of us at least.

          5                 I just want to thank you all for

          6  giving me this opportunity to consider me for this

          7  position.

          8                 As you know, I've served as Chairman

          9  of the Transportation Committee for ten years, and

         10  some of you who are members of the Committee, know

         11  the work we have done with regard to TLC. And when I

         12  saw this opportunity to have more input, I said I

         13  would like to take a shot at it and see if I can do

         14  it.

         15                 I know that I have worked hard, I

         16  know that I understand the issues, I understand the

         17  industry, and I understand what we need to do to

         18  improve and to make it better for us, the TLC, and

         19  the people, both the consumer, and obviously the

         20  people, the ones who are giving the service.

         21                 So, I look forward to doing a due

         22  diligence, doing the right thing, an really putting

         23  all that I have to try and make me an effective

         24  member, and I appreciate this opportunity, to my

         25  colleagues.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you for the

          3  statement.

          4                 Council Member Berman, would you like

          5  to say something on behalf of the Brooklyn

          6  Delegation?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Yes.

          8                 Mr. Dear presented himself to the

          9  members of the Brooklyn Delegation, and the majority

         10  of the members of the Delegation, I believe, who

         11  were available, signed, the numbers that signed

         12  constituted the majority, and as a consequence his

         13  nomination was forwarded to this Committee.

         14                 The letter should have said that the

         15  nomination was forwarded to the Mayor, it was

         16  composed to say Committee, but that Mayor.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         18  Speaker Vallone.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, because I

         20  have to go downstairs to tend to some other official

         21  duties, and I wanted to make sure that the record

         22  was clear that I've known Council Member Dear now

         23  for almost a quarter of a century, and you cannot be

         24  a public official, as all of us know, particularly

         25  Council members, without getting involved in very,
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          2  very controversial areas, without making enemies as

          3  well as friends.

          4                 I'm proud to count Noach Dear as a

          5  friend, and I think that the Taxi and Limousine

          6  industry would count him as a friend also, because

          7  his concerns are the concerns of every single

          8  Council member here, that the industry is essential

          9  to the continuation of this City of New York being a

         10  place where you can travel from one place to

         11  another, and that those who are legal, should be

         12  given an opportunity to make a living, and those who

         13  are illegal, should be given an opportunity to

         14  become legal or otherwise stay off the streets. It's

         15  very important that the public safety be the first

         16  concern of the Taxi and Limousine Commission, as

         17  well as this Council. And Noach, as the

         18  Transportation Chairman, has continued the precedent

         19  of previous chairmans, chairpersons, of always

         20  considering the public first, and working with the

         21  industry, as well as the Mayor's Office, as well as

         22  other Council members, all of which involve

         23  controversy and all of which involve disagreements.

         24                 I've seen Council Member Dear rise in

         25  understanding and in concern for all the elements of

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            42

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  this City, and I'm very proud to join with the Mayor

          3  to say that I consider this an excellent

          4  recommendation by the Brooklyn Delegation, and I

          5  would be very pleased to vote in the affirmative.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Thank you,

          7  Peter.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

          9  Wooten.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Thank you.

         11                 Is this on?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Yes, it's on.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Chair.

         15                 I also would like to echo my support

         16  for my colleague in Brooklyn, Noach Dear.

         17                 Noach and I have a kind of

         18  relationship that you can't explain, but, however,

         19  as long as the two of us understand it, then they're

         20  able to know what we have to do to make things

         21  right.

         22                 If you're talking in terms of

         23  knowledge and knowing the Taxi and Limousine

         24  concepts and so forth, Noach Dear knows that many of

         25  those issues that were controversies, and many of
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          2  those issues that had been debated in the past came

          3  through his Committee.  I have every confidence and

          4  faith in Noach that decisions that he makes are

          5  going to be made in the best interests of the City

          6  of New York, and I just want to echo my support as a

          7  friend.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Thank you.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: With your

         10  permission, Mr. Chair, since I have to go downstairs

         11  to continue some Council problems --

         12                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Yes.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: -- I'd like to cast

         14  my vote in the affirmative for this candidate, as

         15  well as all the other candidates that appeared

         16  before the Committee this morning.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Your vote is

         18  noted.

         19                 Council Member Berman.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: I just wanted

         21  Mr. Dear to explain this relationship with Ms.

         22  Wooten.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Off the record.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: I just wanted

         25  to indicate, the one thing that we have is the fact
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          2  that Noach knows spiritually how I feel, and when

          3  I'm mad at him, he knows at a certain time of the

          4  month I have to take holy communion, and he rubs it

          5  in by walking next to me saying to me, communion,

          6  you know, something is coming up, because you know I

          7  cannot take hold of communion unless my mind and my

          8  head is clear. So, that's it, Herbie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Boring.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         11  Eisland.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Thank you.

         13                 Well, it's amazing that we're at this

         14  point, because I remember it seemed like yesterday

         15  that we're talking about when the Committees were

         16  changing, and I told you how fantastic the

         17  Transportation Committee was, and the diversity of

         18  the issues that came in front of you and you

         19  obviously have embraced all that diversity and had

         20  to deal with it all, and particularly the position

         21  that you're going to, the best service for the City

         22  is something that's very hard to make sure that the

         23  whole City gets served, and that's the industries

         24  that are in this City continue to be able to serve

         25  the City, and I know that you've worked hard on that
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          2  and you're going to be in a different role to be

          3  able to continue that work and bring the knowledge

          4  that you gave and the years that you've been the

          5  Chair of the Transportation.

          6                 So, I certainly wish you God speed on

          7  that, and will be voting in the affirmative.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Any other

         10  questions?

         11                 Before we vote, we're going to couple

         12  the votes on all the candidates today and for the

         13  record, the candidates are John Banks, Michael Regan

         14  and Louis Cruz for the Board of Corrections; Stanley

         15  Schlein for the Civil Service Commission; and Noach

         16  Dear for the Taxi and Limousine Commission.

         17                 I would just like to say a few words

         18  about the Committee.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Could I just say

         20  --

         21                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Could I just say

         23  thank you very much for your consideration, and

         24  thank you all for your kind words.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I've been

          3  Chairman of the Rules Committee since 1986, I'm

          4  told, and as things are, as we get older time passes

          5  faster. Now, I just wanted to express my thanks for

          6  the Committee members here who facilitated the

          7  processing of hundreds of candidates nominated for

          8  various official positions, important positions in

          9  the City government, and all the years that we have

         10  been doing this, we have yet to regret any of the

         11  appointments that we have made for any of the

         12  important positions that were there.

         13                 The Speaker has been extremely

         14  helpful, and I also want to commend the Mayors that

         15  have nominated candidates during my status as the

         16  Chairman of this Committee, for recommending people

         17  who are really outstanding, many of whom are

         18  volunteers without any compensation whatsoever, for

         19  time consuming service to the City of New York. So,

         20  this will probably be the very last session of the

         21  Rules Committee, and I just wanted to express that

         22  feeling that I had. And now we'll have a final roll

         23  call.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Povman.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Spigner.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Mr. Chairman,

          4  may I be briefly excused to explain my vote?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

          6  Spigner.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: May I just

          8  express how rewarding it has been serving with you,

          9  Mr. Chairman.

         10                 Since your appointment in 1986 I have

         11  also been a member of this Committee. This is

         12  probably one of the most, while low key, but

         13  important committees of the Council, since we have

         14  the responsibility of voting on its rules and on the

         15  quality and caliber of people who are being

         16  designated to hold very responsible positions. And

         17  also, it's been a delightful committee, with a lot

         18  of delightful people, and I just want to, as I cast

         19  my final vote in the affirmative, I want to express

         20  my appreciation to all who have been a part of the

         21  work of this Committee and this experience and this

         22  opportunity. I vote aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Berman.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: May I be

         25  temporarily excused to explain my vote?
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

          3  Berman.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Thank you.

          5                 Mr. Chairman, again, I want to thank

          6  you for having granted me the privilege of working

          7  with you all these years. It has been a distinct

          8  pleasure to serve on this Committee, and I again

          9  want to take the opportunity to praise your

         10  leadership, and your guidance, not only, by the way,

         11  on this Committee, but clearly in the exercise of

         12  our legislative duties where you consistently

         13  provided guidance as the senior elected member of

         14  this body.

         15                 So, again, thank you for the

         16  privilege of having served with you. It is somewhat

         17  of a bittersweet day, but I'd be remiss if I didn't

         18  thank you for what you've done.

         19                 So, having said that, I would now

         20  vote aye on all the nominees before us. Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you, Mr.

         22  Berman.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Michels.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye on all.

         25                 Eisland.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: O'Donovan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Mr.

          5  Chairman, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

          7  O'Donovan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: I, too,

          9  find that this Committee is truly unique, and I want

         10  to thank you for informing us on the rules and

         11  privileges and what it stands for and what it means.

         12                 There are so many people that have

         13  come before this Committee, and you meet so many

         14  different personalities and there are so many

         15  different appointments and commissions and different

         16  functions that they have, that it is truly a unique

         17  committee, and the questions that have been asked by

         18  the members of this Committee to all these folks

         19  over the years, since 1986 that you've been here,

         20  Mr. Chairman, that I've served on the Committee

         21  under your leadership, makes this a pleasure. And I

         22  was delighted to serve with you under your

         23  leadership and I think you did an excellent job,

         24  and, I, too, bittersweet vote aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Wooten.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            50

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Mr. Chair, may

          3  I be excused to explain my vote?

          4                 I just also want to compliment that

          5  you've been an excellent chairman, and it's been my

          6  pleasure to be a part of this Committee.

          7                 On that note I vote aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Freed.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Mr. Chair, if I

         10  may be excused to explain my vote?

         11                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Yes, Council

         12  Member Freed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you.

         14                 First, I, too, want to thank you for

         15  this opportunity. It's been very interesting, and

         16  very rewarding.

         17                 I also have to, in the interest of

         18  disclosure on the nomination of Stanley Schlein,

         19  note that Mr. Schlein has on several occasions

         20  represented me as an attorney in a number of

         21  election law matters, including in the most recent,

         22  at my most recent campaign.

         23                 Having stated that, I vote aye on

         24  all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ognibene.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of ten in

          4  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

          5  abstentions, no items are adopted.

          6                 Please sign the reports.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: My last remarks

          8  are dedicated to the staff of the Rules Committee,

          9  each of whom has done an outstanding job.

         10                 I would like to single out Stewart

         11  Goldstein. Stewart Goldstein deserves accolades for

         12  the work that he has done.

         13                 He has been called upon on short

         14  notice to screen candidates, and believe me, when a

         15  candidate has been screened, they've been screened,

         16  because they've got plenty of complaints about the

         17  great work he was doing for the Council, and over

         18  the years he has had candidates pay thousands of

         19  dollars in arrears in taxes and other deficiencies

         20  due to the fact that we will not pass upon them

         21  unless they've paid up.

         22                 And Stewart, I want to congratulate

         23  you, you did a great job, and you were a great asset

         24  to this Committee, and to me personally. You were

         25  always on time, you never failed to be ready for a
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          2  candidate, and you deserve the very best in the

          3  future.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 12:30 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 19th day of December 2001.
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         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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