Int. No. 648

By Council Members Brewer, Palma, Chin, Fidler, James, Koslowitz, Lander, Levin, Mendez, Vann, Williams, Nelson, Rodriguez, Barron, Foster, Koppell, Mark-Viverito, Gonzalez, Garodnick, Van Bramer, Vacca and Arroyo

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the Human Resources Administration to prominently display all information relating to youths and young adults who apply for public assistance on the agency’s website.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Chapter 1 of Title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-135 to read as follows:

§21-135. Web-based Information for Youths and Young Adults Applying for Public Assistance.   
a.
  Definitions.  For the purposes of this section the following terms shall have the following meanings:

1.
 “Public assistance” shall mean cash assistance, temporary cash assistance, safety net assistance and family assistance services provided by the New York City Department of Social Services/Human Resources Administration; and

2.
 “Young adult” shall mean any person between and including the ages of twenty and twenty-four years old; and

3.
  “Youth” shall mean any person between and including the ages of sixteen and nineteen years old.

b.
 Web-based Information.  No later than sixty days from the effective date of the local law that added this section, the department shall prominently and conspicuously publish on its website information relating to the rights of and options available to youths and young adults who apply for or are receiving public assistance.  This information shall include, but not be limited to, plain language versions of all state and local statutes and copies of any regulations, policy directives, and memoranda that affect or concern youths and young adults applying for or receiving public assistance. Such information shall be updated as often as necessary, but no less frequently than once every six months.

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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