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TITLE:
 A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to fees for certain applications, appeals, filings and reviews processed and determined by the board of standards and appeals, to add certain new fees and to repeal paragraph b of subdivision 6 of section 25-202, relating to circumstances when provisions pertaining to minor amendments are inapplicable.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subdivisions 1 and 2, subparagraphs 7 and 9  of subdivision 3, amends subparagraphs 7 and 9 of paragraph d of subdivision 3, paragraph f of subdivision 3, paragraph d of subdivision 4, subdivision 5, and subdivision 6 of section 25-202 of the administrative code of the city of New York; adds a new paragraph e of subdivision 3, and subdivision 7 of section 25-202 of the administrative code of the city of New York.
BACKGROUND:

The Board of Standards and Appeals (“the Board”) regulates land use in the city, and grants relief from the zoning code by granting variances from the zoning code, special permits, or variance or permit extensions.

Generally, this bill increases the fees for certain types of variances, special permits, appeals, and amendments to prior grants.  
The most recent increase in the Board’s application fees in 2009 resulted in increases of approximately 50%, though the fees for more complex applications were increased by approximately 100%.  Prior to 2009, Board fees had not been increased since 2004.  In 2009, the increase in fees, according to the Administration, reflected the increased cost of the Board’s operation in relation to its application processing function, due to inflation and other factors, and also to provide consistency with other land use agencies and to improve comparability and fairness in the fee structure.  

 According to the Administration, the instant proposal further refines the fee structure to be more commensurate with the amount of work required by commissioners and staff. It also reflects the increased cost of the Board’s operation in relation to its application processing function, due to inflation and other factors.  The fee increases will represent a negligible amount of the total cost of a typical development project before the Board for discretionary relief.  

Int. 571

This bill would amend section 25-202 of the Administrative Code, which sets forth a fee schedule for various types of applications for discretionary relief under the jurisdiction of the Board of Standards and Appeals, such as variances, special permits, appeals, and amendments to prior grants.  

Generally, the bill would increase the dollar amount or percentage amount of certain fees by approximately 25%, 50% or 100% depending on the type of fee.  The bill also clarifies the fee for applications related to buildings or other structures in excess of 100,000 square feet.

This bill also adds two new fees: 1) $5,000 fee for an application to extend the term of a previously issued relief when such relief was issued more than 10 years ago; and 2) $50 fee to obtain files of previous applications that are located off-site.

The bill would take effect immediately. 
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