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INT. NO. 401:                       
By Council Members Liu, Seabrook, Reyna, Koppell, McMahon, Mealy, Garodnick, Dickens, Foster, Weprin, Yassky, Martinez, Comrie, Felder, Gonzalez, Mendez, Palma, Stewart, White Jr., Gerson and Mark-Viverito.
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to establishing taxicab stands.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new section 19-167 to chapter one of Title 19 of the administrative code and new section 19-534 to chapter 5 of Title 19.

INTRODUCTION


On March 26, 2007, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 401, which would add new sections 19-167 and 19-534 to title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York.  Among those invited to testify are:  Commissioner Matthew Daus, Taxi and Limousine Commission; taxi and for-hire vehicle industry groups; environmental advocates; health advocates and transportation advocates.

BACKGROUND


One of the great icons of New York City is the taxicab.  There are over 13,000 taxicabs in New York City
, but because of the economics of the taxicab business, most taxicabs only operate in Manhattan below 96th Street and at the airports.  One of the great challenges facing policy makers is how to get taxicabs to service the outer boroughs and upper Manhattan.


Many people in the outer boroughs and upper Manhattan rely upon liveries for on demand car service.
  Under the law, liveries are required to arrange their rides through prearrangement by telephone
.  The law grants taxicabs the exclusive right to accept street hails.
  Despite the law, many liveries will illegally pick up passengers who hail them on the street.


This bill attempts to bring taxicab service to areas that are underserved.  As discussed, this would include most of New York City, except the central business district of Manhattan.  By creating taxicab stands in areas meeting certain criteria, it is hoped that passengers and taxicab drivers will be able to conveniently find each other and to create enough business for taxicabs to operate in areas where they currently are not available.
ANALYSIS


Section one of Int. No. 401 would add a new section 19-167 entitled “Taxicab stands” to chapter one of title nineteen of the Administrative Code.  Subdivision a of proposed section 19-167 would require the Department of Transportation (“DOT”) to consult with the Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”) and the Taxi and Limousine Commission Advisory Board to create a minimum of ten new taxicab stands no later than six months after the effective date of this law.


Subdivision b of section 19-167 would create criteria to take into consideration when establishing a taxicab stand.  This criteria includes:

· whether the area near the prospective stand is underserved by taxicabs;

· the potential demand for taxicab service around the stand;

· the proximity of the stand to major mass transit points of egress;

· the potential adverse impact on traffic flow and public safety that may result from establishing the stand.

Subdivision c of section 19-167 would require the DOT to provide notice and a thirty day comment period to the local council member and community board in whose district the proposed stand would be located.

Subdivision d of section 19-167 would require the DOT to create a process that allows the public to recommend sites for establishing a taxicab stand pursuant to this section.  The DOT would be required to make a formal written response to any such recommendations no later than thirty days after receiving the recommendation.

Section two of Int. No. 401 would add a new section 19-534 to the Administrative Code entitled “Taxicab stands”.  Subdivision a of section 19-534 would require the TLC to staff any taxicab stand created under section 19-167 with dispatchers whose duties would include ensuring orderly use of such stand by the public and taxicab operators; maintaining records regarding the use of such stand, including date, time, number, destination, medallion numbers of taxicabs using the stand and number of passengers for each trip; and enforcing rules and regulations of the TLC.

Subdivision b of section 19-534 would require that three years after staffing any taxicab stand created pursuant to section 19-167, the TLC analyze data it collected under section 19-534(a) and determine, within ninety days after beginning such analysis, whether the usage of the stand and other conditions warrant the continued operation of such stand.  The TLC would be required to submit its determination, with a detailed explanation of its recommendation, to the Mayor, Speaker of the Council and the Council Member and Community Board in whose district the taxicab stand is located within five days after it completes its analysis.

Subdivision c of section 19-534 would give the Speaker of the Council and the Council Member  and the Community Board in whose district the taxicab stand is located thirty days after receipt of a determination received pursuant to subdivision b of this section to comment on such determination.  If the Speaker of the Council, the Council Member or the Community Board in whose district the taxicab stand is located does not comment within such period, the determination of TLC would become final.  If the TLC does receive comments pursuant to this subdivision, it would have thirty days to review such comments and make a final determination regarding whether to continue to operate such taxicab stand.  If the TLC’s final determination is to eliminate such taxicab stand, it would be required to forward its final determination to the Commissioner of DOT, who shall discontinue such taxicab stand.


Section three of Int. No. 401 would provide that this bill would take effect thirty days after it is enacted into law.
�  Retrieved from � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/tlc/html/about/about.shtml" ��http://www.nyc.gov/html/tlc/html/about/about.shtml� on March 20, 2007.


�  Bruce Schaller, “The Taxi Vehicle in the Ideal Taxi System,”  Design Trust for Public Space, Designing the Taxi, Nov. 2005.
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