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Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 

Prime Sponsors:
Council Members Louis & Vernikov

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring a school crossing guard at each school enrolling students in kindergarten through eighth grade

Submitted by:
Council Member Louis

Justification:
This legislation seeks to ensure the safety of all New York City students by requiring the assignment of at least one school crossing guard at every public and private school enrolling students from kindergarten through eighth grade. The presence of crossing guards is a fundamental public safety measure that protects children as they travel to and from school. However, longstanding shortages within the School Safety Division have left numerous schools, particularly in outer-borough communities in Central and South Brooklyn, without adequate coverage.
In recent years, multiple schools across Brooklyn, including Great Oaks Elementary and Cortelyou Academy, have raised urgent concerns regarding the lack of crossing guards, crosswalks, and traffic-calming infrastructure. In April 2025, a tragic crash outside Cortelyou Academy severely injured a young student and his mother, prompting the community to petition for immediate safety upgrades. Despite these calls for action, many schools citywide remain unprotected due to administrative determinations that guards were “not necessary” or “not a priority.”
By mandating that the Administration increase School Safety Division funding, this legislation would be able to direct such resources to be used to address these inequities and to ensure equitable deployment of crossing guards across all communities. Safe passage to and from school should not depend on a child’s ZIP code, school type, or neighborhood advocacy capacity. This measure codifies a citywide commitment to protect students, relieve parents of persistent anxiety, and uphold the City’s duty of care to its youngest residents.
