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T H E  C O U N C I L

REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION

COMMITTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

Hon. Joel Rivera, Chair 

PRECONSIDERED SLR: 

By:                  Rivera 

S. 7500
By: Golden

A. 11580
By: Rules

TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the retirement and social security law, in relation to providing for medical review for employees of governmental entities performing emergency medical services in the city of New York who apply for disability pension benefits.

BACKGROUND:


This proposed legislation would grant emergency medical technicians (EMTs) or advanced EMTs the same medical review of their performance of duty disability pension applications as that afforded to other members of the New York City Employees’ Retirement System (NYCERS), including uniformed sanitation officers who are entitled to the same three-quarters performance of duty disability pensions as EMTs.

ANALYSIS:

The proposed legislation would provide that any member of employed by the City or the Health and Hospitals Corporation as an emergency medical technician (EMT) or advanced EMT who has made application for, or who, after the effective date of the legislation makes application for, a performance of duty disability pension would be entitled to invoke the medical review procedure established pursuant to §605(e) of the State Retirement and Social Security Law.

Performance of duty disability pensions are awarded to EMTs or advanced EMTs if they become physically or mentally incapacitated for the performance of their duties as a result of injury sustained in the performance of their duties.  The benefit is equal to three-quarters of their final average salary.  Section 605(e) of the Retirement and Social Security Law has authorized NYCERS to establish a procedure for the medical review of determinations it makes on disability retirement applications which must be substantially similar to the medical review procedure provided in section 13-169 of the City’s Administrative Code, and must provide that where a request for medical review is filed on behalf of an applicant for disability retirement, that request will be null and void unless the applicant executes a waiver providing that he or she waives any and all rights which he or she might otherwise have to seek or obtain any other disposition of such application for disability retirement by court or administrative proceedings or otherwise.  Pursuant to this authority, NYCERS has adopted a procedure for medical review of such decisions, which this legislation would make available to EMTs and Advanced EMTs applying for performance of duty disability benefits.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation would take effect immediately.

