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February 1, 2017
PRECONSIDERED RES. NO. 1357:    By Council Member Ferreras-Copeland
TITLE: 
Resolution concerning the establishment of the New Dorp Business Improvement District in the Borough of Staten Island and setting the date, time and place for the public hearing to hear all persons interested in the establishment of such district
BACKGROUND
Pursuant to the authority granted by chapter 4 of title 25 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (hereinafter the “Law”), the Mayor and the Council are authorized to establish and extend Business Improvement Districts (hereinafter “BIDs”) in New York City and thereafter amend each BID’s district plan or authorize an increase in annual expenditures. BIDs, which are specifically established areas, use the City’s property tax collection mechanism to approve a special tax assessment with which to fund additional services that would enhance the area and improve local business. The additional services are normally in the areas of security, sanitation, physical/capital improvements (lighting, landscaping, sidewalks, etc.), seasonal activities (Christmas lighting) and related business services (marketing and advertising). The District Management Association of a BID carries out the activities described in the BID’s district plan.


The New York City Department of Small Business Services (SBS), on behalf of the New Dorp BID Steering Committee, is proposing to establish a BID located along New Dorp Lane and adjacent commercial streets in the New Dorp neighborhood of the borough of Staten Island (the New Dorp BID). The proposed boundaries of the New Dorp BID follow New Dorp Lane from Richmond Road to Hylan Boulevard, and along New Dorp Plaza (which is bisected by railroad tracks).
 Along New Dorp Plaza, the BID area runs from Steele Avenue west of the tracks and from Jacques Avenue east of the tracks to Ross Avenue. The center of the proposed BID is the New Dorp Station of the Staten Island Railway (SIR).
 

The proposed BID contains 146 properties and 180 businesses, most of which are small and family-owned.
 New Dorp Lane and New Dorp Plaza contain restaurants, boutiques and other specialized retail, health, legal and real estate services, beauty salons, and dance, yoga and karate studios, as well as a number of banks, two churches, a public library, two gas stations and a municipal parking lot near the SIR station.
 The commercial strip is surrounded by low-density residential neighborhoods.
 The BID also includes two properties fronting Hylan Boulevard.
 


In its first year of operation, the BID proposes to offer: a sanitation program to supplement City sanitation services; marketing and promotion services, which may include special events, street, TV or online advertising; beautification; economic development initiatives (including free Wi-Fi), storefront façade design and heritage tourism links; and advocacy.
 The BID will solicit additional support for programs and events from elected officials and private funders.
 In the future, the BID may propose improvements such as sidewalk plantings, plaques identifying the district, trash receptacles, benches, and wayfinding signage.


The BID projects a first-year budget of $135,000.
 The BID Steering Committee agreed to an assessment formula where commercial or mixed-use properties would contribute a rate for each foot of property frontage.
 This would result in an estimated average assessment of $17 per foot per year per property.
 The median projected first yearly assessment would be $778 and the average would be $1,080.
 Government and not-for-profit properties are exempt from an assessment, and purely residential properties would contribute $1 per year.
 The proposed BID’s budget would be allocated in the following manner: hiring salaried staff (36 percent); marketing and promotions (37 percent), sanitation (16 percent), and economic development (11 percent).

PRECONSIDERED RES. NO. 
This Resolution is required by law to set the public hearing date, time, and place for the consideration of the local law which would establish the New Dorp BID. The public hearing will be held on February 15, 2017, in the City Council Committee Room, 2nd Floor, City Hall at 10:00 a.m. before the Committee on Finance. 
Preconsidered Res. No. 1357
..Title

Resolution concerning the establishment of the New Dorp Business Improvement District in the Borough of Staten Island and setting the date, time and place for the public hearing to hear all persons interested in the establishment of such district

..Body

By Council Member Ferreras-Copeland

     
WHEREAS, pursuant to the authority granted by chapter 4 of title 25 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (“the Law”), the Mayor, by authorization dated September 23, 2016, provided for the preparation of a district plan (“the Plan”) for the New Dorp Business Improvement District (“the District”) in the Borough of Staten Island; and

      
WHEREAS, pursuant to Local Law No. 82 for the year 1990, the City Council assumed responsibility for adopting legislation establishing Business Improvement Districts; and

      
WHEREAS, pursuant to section 25‑405(c) of the Law, the New York City Department of Small Business Services (“SBS”) submitted the Plan to the City Planning Commission (“the CPC”) on October 25, 2016; and

     
WHEREAS, pursuant to section 25-405(c) of the Law, the CPC submitted the Plan to the City Council on October 27, 2016; and

          
WHEREAS, pursuant to section 25-405(c) of the Law, the CPC submitted the Plan to the Council Member representing the council district in which the proposed District is located on October 27, 2016; and

    
WHEREAS, pursuant to section 25-405(c) of the Law, the CPC submitted the Plan to the community board for the community district in which the proposed District is located (Staten Island Community Board Number 2, hereinafter “the Community Board”) on October 27, 2016; and


WHEREAS, the CPC submitted the Plan to the Staten Island Borough President on October 27, 2016; and

     
WHEREAS, pursuant to section 25-405(c) of the Law, the Community Board notified the public of the Plan in accordance with the requirements established by the CPC; and

     
WHEREAS, Community Board 2 voted to approve the establishment of the District on November 15, 2016; and

     
WHEREAS, pursuant to section 25-405(c) of the Law, the CPC reviewed the Plan, held a public hearing and prepared a report certifying its unqualified approval of the Plan; and

     
WHEREAS, pursuant to section 25-405(c) of the Law, the CPC submitted its report to the Mayor, to the Staten Island Borough President, to the City Council, and to the Council Member representing the council district in which the proposed District is located; and

     
WHEREAS, pursuant to section 25-405(c) of the Law, a copy of the CPC’s report, together with the original Plan, was transmitted for filing with the City Clerk on January 6, 2017; and

     
WHEREAS, pursuant to section 25-406(a) of the Law, a copy of the Plan and the CPC’s report are annexed hereto and are made part of this Resolution; and

     
WHEREAS, pursuant to section 25-406(a) of the Law, the Plan is on file for public inspection in the Office of the City Clerk, 141 Worth Street, New York, New York; and

     
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 25‑406(b) of the Law, any owner of real property, deemed benefited and therefore within the District, objecting to the plan must file an objection at the Office of the City Clerk within thirty days of the conclusion of the hearing held by the City Council, notice of which is provided by this Resolution, on forms made available by the City Clerk; and

        
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 25‑406(b) of the Law, if owners of at least fifty‑one percent of the assessed valuation of all the benefited real property situated within the boundaries of the District proposed for establishment, as shown upon the latest completed assessment roll of the City, or at least fifty‑one percent of the owners of benefited real property within the area included in the District proposed for establishment, file objections to the Plan with the City Clerk within the thirty-day objection period, the District will not be established; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of New York, pursuant to Section 25‑406 of the Law, hereby directs that:

(i)   
February 15, 2017 is the date and 10:00 AM is the time and the City Council Committee Room, City Hall, 2nd Floor, is the place for a public hearing (“the Public Hearing”) to hear all persons interested in the establishment of the District;

(ii)  
the New Dorp BID Steering Committee shall, not less than ten nor more than thirty days before the date of the Public Hearing, mail a copy of this Resolution or a summary thereof to each owner of real property within the proposed District at the address shown on the latest City assessment roll, to such other persons as are registered with the City to receive tax bills concerning real property within the proposed District, and to the tenants of each building within the proposed District;

(iii)

SBS shall arrange for the publication of a copy of this Resolution or a summary thereof at least once in the City Record or a newspaper in general circulation in the City, the first publication to be not less than ten nor more than thirty days before the date of the Public Hearing; and

             (iv)       in the event that the New Dorp BID Steering Committee mails, or SBS arranges for the publication of, a summary of this Resolution, such summary shall include the information required by section 25‑406(c) of the Law.
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