New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
[bookmark: _heading=h.zi09i122hci1]LS 7050

Prime Sponsors:
By Council Members Restler, the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams) and Council Members Stevens, Cabán, Gutiérrez, Marte, Epstein, Nurse, Avilés, Hanif, Hudson, Brannan, Won, Louis, De La Rosa, Ossé, Williams, Sanchez, Salaam, Brewer, Farías, Ayala, Joseph, Banks, Powers, Krishnan,  Salamanca and Brooks-Powers
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating a department of community safety

Submitted by:
Council Member Restler

Justification:

 This bill will create a new agency, the Department of Community Safety, to oversee and implement holistic efforts to improve safety and quality of life by participating in emergency response efforts and providing proactive services.  New Yorkers facing homelessness, mental health crises, or poverty must be met with mental health professionals, social workers, cure violence workers, and other professionals trained to provide assistance, while allowing police officers to focus on preventing and solving violent crimes.  Centralizing and strengthening city social service programs for New Yorkers most in need will create a new approach to public safety that focuses on the root causes of instability and increases our collective safety and wellbeing. 

