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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All rise.

          3                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          5                 CLERK: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          7                 CLERK: Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEL CARMEN ARROYO:

          9  Here.

         10                 CLERK: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         12                 CLERK: Baez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         14                 CLERK: Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         16                 CLERK: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         18                 CLERK: Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         20                 CLERK: DeBlasio.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         22                 CLERK: Dickens.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         24                 CLERK: Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.
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          2                 CLERK: Eugene.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

          4                 CLERK: Felder.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          6                 CLERK: Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          8                 CLERK: Foster.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 CLERK: Gallagher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         12                 CLERK: Garodnick.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         14                 CLERK: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         16                 CLERK: Gentile.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CLERK: Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         20                 CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         22                 CLERK: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         24                 CLERK: Ignizio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Here.
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          2                 CLERK: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CLERK: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          8                 CLERK: Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         10                 CLERK: Lappin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         12                 CLERK: Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         14                 CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         16                 CLERK: Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         18                 CLERK: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         20                 CLERK: Mealy.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         22                 CLERK: Mendez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         24                 CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.
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          2                 CLERK: Nelson.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          6                 CLERK: Recchia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          8                 CLERK: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         10                 CLERK: Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

         12                 CLERK: Seabrook.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         14                 CLERK: Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         16                 CLERK: Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         18                 CLERK: Vacca.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         20                 CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         22                 CLERK: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         24                 CLERK: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.
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          2                 CLERK: White.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CLERK: Yassky.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          6                 CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          8                 CLERK: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         10                 CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         12                 CLERK: We have a quorum.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         14  quorum.

         15                 Speaker Quinn.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. Just before

         17  the Reverend, and we want to thank him so much for

         18  being here with us today, Reverend Bogan gives us

         19  invocation, if I could have everybody's attention

         20  for just one moment?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         22  please.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: I just wanted to

         24  announce that Council Member Foster is not with us

         25  today because her father was hospitalized last night
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          2  and is in the hospital today. So, I just wanted to

          3  ask all of us during the Reverend's invocation to

          4  keep Reverend Wendell Foster, who is, of course, was

          5  a long-time member of this City Council, in our

          6  prayers during the Reverend's invocation, and I

          7  would ask the Reverend if he would also say a prayer

          8  for Reverend Wendell Foster.

          9                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         10  Advocate.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We'll do the

         12  invocation by Reverend Kenneth Bogan.

         13                 REVEREND BOGAN: God, we give thanks

         14  and praise for every opportunity you give us to

         15  serve;

         16                 we pray that You give this assembly

         17  of men and women the power to debate vigorously

         18  about the well-being of the citizens of our

         19  community;

         20                 help them to come to a healthy

         21  consensus, to serve the common good;

         22                 help them to weigh carefully each and

         23  every decision, with humility, race and civility;

         24  and

         25                 God, we pray for Reverend Foster,
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          2  that You would bless his family, and that You would

          3  bring healing upon their lives;

          4                 With this Father, amen.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member James, to spread the invocation.

          7                 All right, Council Member James is

          8  not present.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Council Member Yassky

         10  will spread the invocation.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I move to

         13  spread the invocation upon the record.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         15                 Adoption of the Minutes, by Council

         16  Member Gentile.

         17                 I see Council Member Gentile is not

         18  here.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Council Member Reyna

         20  will move to adopt the minutes.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I move that the

         22  minutes of the Stated Meeting of June 27th and July

         23  25th be adopted as printed.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 Messages and Papers.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Just before, Madam

          4  Public Advocate, we move on to Messages and Papers,

          5  if I could ask my colleagues to stand again, please,

          6  for a moment.

          7                 First, I just, I know he's not here

          8  yet, but I want to thank Council Member Gentile and

          9  Art Aid for the posters and for the banner that they

         10  have given us in the City Council. This is yet

         11  another year where we hang the banner from the

         12  balcony, which in a way helps us remember and

         13  commemorates the very sad anniversary that is

         14  tomorrow, September 11th. Tomorrow I think in some

         15  ways is a particularly poignant anniversary, because

         16  it falls again on a Tuesday, as it did so fatefully

         17  six years ago. And as we stand today in our moments

         18  of silence, I'm going to speak of two important

         19  civil rights advocates that we've lost.

         20                 It's hard even now after six years

         21  after thought and reflection and contemplation to

         22  really fully grasp the enormity of the loss that

         23  happened so suddenly on that day. And also to

         24  appreciate the unending bravery and selflessness

         25  that people showed, obviously from our first
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          2  responders, our firefighters, our police officers,

          3  our emergency response workers, but also from

          4  average citizens, who really became heroes that day

          5  and helped other people, whether they were actually

          6  able to help anybody or they were the New Yorkers

          7  who were doctors and nurses and ran to their ERs to

          8  stand at the ready, only sadly to have very few

          9  people come or people who lined up, you know, for

         10  square blocks ready to give blood. It's so important

         11  that we never forget what happened that day six

         12  years ago, but also it's very important that we

         13  never forget that when the terrorists attacked this

         14  City they thought that all that our City was made of

         15  was bricks and steel. They thought that the only

         16  foundation of this City was the concrete that our

         17  great construction workers pour. What they didn't

         18  realize was that this City is in fact built on a

         19  foundation that's woven by the love and support and

         20  humanity we all have for each other, that people

         21  have for each other, had for each other on that day,

         22  for people that they never met before in their

         23  lives. And what the terrorists didn't understand,

         24  and I believe will never understand, is that that

         25  New York and American foundation is truly, truly
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          2  unshakable. That's why we stand here six years after

          3  and why we will stand tomorrow in so many of our

          4  neighborhoods and remember our brothers and sisters

          5  that we lost so quickly on that very, very ordinary

          6  day six years ago.

          7                 We also today stand in memory of two

          8  women, in memory of two women who were critical in a

          9  way to building that foundation that I thought of.

         10  Two women who individually and with their families

         11  were instrumental in the cause of civil and human

         12  rights over the period of seven decades.

         13                 On August 10th, Irene Morgan

         14  Kirkaldy, 90, passed away from complications of

         15  Alzheimers, a decade before the modern Civil Rights

         16  Movement began to change America. Irene's fight

         17  against segregation went all the way to the United

         18  States Supreme Court. Returning to her Baltimore

         19  home from visiting her mother in Virginia in August,

         20  1944, the driver of a Greyhound bus told her to give

         21  up her seat to a white person. Mrs. Morgan, the

         22  mother of two small children refused and was

         23  arrested. Mrs. Morgan pled guilty to resisting

         24  arrest and paid $100 fine. But she refused to pay a

         25  $10 fine for violating a Virginia law requiring
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          2  segregated seating in public transportation. She

          3  appealed this law and the NAACP, led by Thurgood

          4  Marshall argued the case all the way to the U.S.

          5  Supreme Court where in June 1946, in a six to one

          6  decision, the Court outlawed segregation on

          7  interstate buses.

          8                 I just want to note that last year,

          9  in our Martin Luther King celebration, we also

         10  honored a Brooklyn woman who was part of that case

         11  on the same issue of interstate buses, and we want

         12  to remember Mrs. Morgan today in our moments of

         13  silence.

         14                 Also, on August 17th, Dr. Carolyn

         15  Goodman, 91, mother of murdered civil rights worker

         16  Andrew Goodman, died at her Upper West Side home in

         17  Council Member Brewer's district.

         18                 Early in the summer of 1964, her

         19  20-year-old son, along with another white New

         20  Yorker, Michael Schwerner, 24, joined James Chaney,

         21  21, an African-American Mississippian to take part

         22  in Freedom Summer, a campaign to register black

         23  Mississippians to vote.

         24                 On June 24th, 1964, the three of them

         25  disappeared and their bodies were not found until
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          2  August. The murders of Goodman, Chaney and Schwerner

          3  by the Ku Klux Klan were widely seen as helping to

          4  inspire the historic 1965 Civil Rights March from

          5  Selma to Montgomery and passage of the Voting Rights

          6  Act.

          7                 Mrs. Goodman's political involvement

          8  began early in her life and continued throughout the

          9  entirety of her life after the loss of her son. She

         10  has been in this Chamber on numerous Martin Luther

         11  King days reminding us of the work that her son did.

         12                 One of the things I think that's

         13  important to note particularly as we come up on our

         14  sixth anniversary of September 11th, is that Dr.

         15  Goodman was a woman who could have been filled with

         16  bitterness and anger. She was instead, on the times

         17  that I was lucky enough to meet her, a woman who was

         18  filled with hope and belief in the potential of

         19  equality and the depth of humanity.

         20                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Madam

         22  Public Advocate.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Again,

         24  Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          3  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 792 and M 793.

          5  Third-Party Transfer Program.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Housing and Buildings.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          8  and Communications.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         11  Call-Ups.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 794. Unenclosed

         13  sidewalk cafe.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on Call-Up

         15  vote.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 795.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on Call-Up

         18  vote. And if we could now have a roll call on the

         19  coupled Land Use Call-Up items.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEL CARMEN ARROYO:

         24  Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, I'd like to request unanimous consent to

          8  vote on all General Order items, and aye on all of

          9  the Land Use Call-Ups?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, may I be given permission to vote on all

         17  Land Use Call-Ups and General Orders?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present and

         22  aye on all Land Use items.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here and aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on both.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on Land

         23  Use Call-Up, and with permission to vote on all

         24  coupled General Orders?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Thank you. I

          3  vote aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes, with

          4  permission, I'd like to vote aye on all General and

          5  Coupled Orders and all Land Use items today I vote

          6  aye.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         25  please. Today's Land Use Call-Ups were adopted by a
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          2  vote of 45 in the affirmative, zero in the negative.

          3                 Communication from the Speaker.

          4  Quiet, please.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          6                 We're voting on a number of different

          7  important pieces of legislation today, and a number

          8  of very exciting Land Use items.

          9                 First we're voting on the veto

         10  override for Intro. 351-A, that's the piece of

         11  legislation that deals with cell phones in schools.

         12                 As we all know, there has been a

         13  great deal of discussion about whether children

         14  should have cell phones in the schools. And all of

         15  us in the Council agree that using cell phones in

         16  the class room is not a good idea. It is something

         17  that will distract children from the school work at

         18  hand, and create the potential for cheating. But

         19  that is very different, and a different statement

         20  than saying children should be able to have their

         21  cell phone going to and from school so they can stay

         22  in touch with their families.

         23                 There must be a way for children to

         24  be able to have their phones when they're coming

         25  from their home to school and going back home, and
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          2  have them turned off when they are in a school

          3  building.

          4                 The reality of life today in New York

          5  City is that cell phones are a lifeline between

          6  parents and their children. Intro. 351-A

          7  appropriately puts an onus on the Department of

          8  Education to find a real way for children to have

          9  access to their phones coming to and from school.

         10                 We were disappointed that this piece

         11  of legislation was vetoed. I urge my colleagues to

         12  override the veto today so we can move forward to

         13  make sure that important connection between parents

         14  and their children is reconnected so they can be in

         15  touch when those kids are coming to and from school.

         16                 I want to thank, in particular,

         17  Council Members Fidler and Jackson, who were the

         18  lead sponsors on this piece of legislation. I also

         19  want to thank Chairperson Vallone who ushered this

         20  bill through the Public Safety Committee, a lot of

         21  work has gone into this legislation and I want to

         22  thank Alex Potaznick, Jen Culp, Scheherazade Salimi,

         23  Jim Caras, Liz Dubin, Diana Blanc, Laura Popa, and

         24  Jeannine Ventura on our staff, all who worked long

         25  and hard to craft a piece of legislation that will
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          2  clearly put that onus on DOE, but also do it in a

          3  way that will allow individual schools the

          4  flexibility they need in their own buildings to find

          5  a way to comply with this law. I want to call on

          6  Chairperson Vallone, and then Council Member Fidler

          7  about 351-A.

          8                 Chairperson Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I will pass

         10  to Fidler.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: All right.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Age before

         13  beauty.

         14                 Thank you, Chairman Vallone. I want

         15  to thank you and Speaker Quinn, the staff, Council

         16  Member Jackson, and in particular the 45 of my

         17  colleagues who voted to pass this legislation, and

         18  who I hope will vote again today to override the

         19  Mayor's veto of this legislation.

         20                 Many of you know that Robin and I

         21  send our son to high school every day with a cell

         22  phone in violation of the rules. We do it not

         23  because we like to flaunt the rules; we do it

         24  because his safety is more important than a rule

         25  that makes no sense.
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          2                 We're not asking teachers to become

          3  cell phone police. Quite frankly, at non-metal

          4  detector schools right now we don't frisk kids at

          5  the front door to see if they have a cell phone.

          6  They're only taken if they're seen or heard when

          7  they're not supposed to be seen or heard. And this

          8  bill doesn't suggest that the policy be anything

          9  different.

         10                 The fact of the matter is, in this

         11  day and age cell phone technology is here, is part

         12  of society, and can be an important and valuable

         13  tool for the safety of children, and that should

         14  trump any other trivial concern. Cell phones being

         15  used to, you know, permit crimes or assist crimes,

         16  that's just silly. Cell phones are also used to see

         17  constantly reports of cell phones being used to stop

         18  crimes, to take the photo of a perpetrator, to make

         19  a phone call in an emergency. A cell phone that is

         20  being used to cheat any more than a pen or a paper?

         21  Come on. If a proctor can't see someone take a cell

         22  phone out of their pocket in an attempt to

         23  photograph a test paper or text message another

         24  student, they're just not paying attention. How

         25  could we ever hope they're going to see a child who
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          2  is passing a note?

          3                 So, let's get real. This is 2007. The

          4  world has changed. Cell phones are here and they can

          5  be used by law-abiding, rule-obeying students for

          6  their safety in a positive way.

          7                 I urge each and every one of you to

          8  vote yes on this veto override, and bring the

          9  Department of Education to the table so they can

         10  come and acknowledge the realities of 2007.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         13                 We're also voting today on Intro.

         14  548-A, a piece of legislation that was passed

         15  through our Sanitation Committee, which is Chaired

         16  by Staten Island Member Mike McMahon, introduced by

         17  Council Member Simcha Felder. It's a bill that

         18  really is a, I think, very common sense smart piece

         19  of legislation. It's a bill that deals with the fact

         20  that when the routing hours were set up, specifying

         21  when property owners would get ticketed for litter

         22  around their property, they were set up from eight

         23  to nine a.m., which certainly seems fair, and then

         24  from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m., which is a time when most

         25  New Yorkers are working, not a time that it's fair
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          2  to be ticketing people. This bill will instead move

          3  that second hour of the day to six to seven p.m., a

          4  time that is much fairer. And I want to thank Simcha

          5  Felder for being so concerned about this important

          6  quality of life issue, and so concerned with making

          7  sure that the fines in the City of New York, when

          8  they're given out, are given out in a way that is

          9  actually fair to New Yorkers. And I also want to

         10  thank Chairperson McMahon for moving this

         11  legislation through this Committee and I want to

         12  call on the sponsor of the bill, Council Member

         13  Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you very

         15  much. I thank you and your staff and, of course,

         16  Chairman McMahon, and 36 of my colleagues who have

         17  signed on to this bill.

         18                 I don't think the bill fixes all the

         19  problems related to sanitation summonses in the

         20  City, but it does make things better. Two critical

         21  elements. One, people may go to work without having

         22  to come home in the middle of the day and sleep and

         23  go back to work. People may go shopping in the

         24  middle of the day, if they wish to, without being

         25  worried about getting tickets, or they may go to
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          2  sleep or do whatever they want in the middle of the

          3  day, without worrying about getting ticketed. The

          4  new hour, six to seven, is a much more reasonable

          5  one, although not perfect because there are people

          6  that work at night, people get home late or people

          7  come home early, it's just a reasonable hour.

          8                 The other element is that the

          9  Sanitation Department after our 2004 bill decided to

         10  start issuing other types of summonses throughout

         11  the day. They stopped issuing dirty sidewalk

         12  summonses, which is for the sidewalk in front of

         13  your property and for 18 inches in the street, but

         14  were issuing summonses for dirty area, which allowed

         15  their enforcement agents to issue summonses for

         16  garbage on your property, on the side of your

         17  property, which defeated the purpose of the bill.

         18  The purpose of the bill is for people to be able to

         19  try to keep their property clean at a reasonable

         20  hour, not for the Sanitation Department to come up

         21  with other ways of raising revenue.

         22                 So, this bill addresses that as well,

         23  and that dirty sidewalk and dirty area can only be,

         24  those summonses can only be issued during those two

         25  hours of the day, and I think that that will
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          2  hopefully, hopefully improve things somewhat.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much,

          4  Council Member Felder.

          5                 And I want to thank Carmen Cognetta

          6  and Jeff Haberman from the staff who worked on

          7  Intro. 548-A.

          8                 We're also voting today on a Land Use

          9  action that relates to the upgrading and expansion

         10  of the Hunts Point Water Filtration Plant. The Hunts

         11  Point Water Filtration Plant is in need of both

         12  expanding and upgrading to comply with federal

         13  regulations. When this item came to the Council, it

         14  came as the item that it is and we saw this upgrade

         15  as a possible very positive thing for the

         16  neighborhood, but it also came as an opportunity, an

         17  opportunity to look at some of the issues that have

         18  been raised by the community in Hunts Point and the

         19  folks who live around this peninsula.

         20                 In this area there isn't just a Hunts

         21  Point Water Filtration Plant, there are a number of

         22  plants and other uses that have caused tremendous

         23  concerns for neighborhood residents. Concerns, among

         24  other things, about odor, concerns that are really

         25  affecting people's quality of life. And I really
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          2  want to congratulate Council Member Maria Arroyo

          3  whose district this is, Chairperson Jessica Lappin,

          4  whose Committee this went through for the work they

          5  did on this. They didn't just focus narrowly on the

          6  specific issue of the expansion and upgrade of the

          7  plant, they really looked more broadly and got an

          8  agreement that really will address neighborhood

          9  concerns in a way that will make this upgrade and

         10  expansion a positive thing for the environment

         11  generally and a very positive thing for the

         12  environment close to the area in question. A lot of

         13  staff work went into this. I in particular want to

         14  thank Dan Avery of the Environmental Protection

         15  Committee, who worked long and hard to make sure the

         16  agreement with the community really hit the nail on

         17  the head, and he's getting a lot of round of

         18  applause. I want to thank Alonzo Carr, in our Land

         19  Use Division, Gail Benjamin in our Land Use

         20  Division, and Ramon Martinez, Deputy Chief of Staff

         21  for all of their work on this issue. And I want to

         22  first call on -- oh, I want to call on Council

         23  Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo, whose district this

         24  is in, and as we have all said before, we are just a

         25  little sick and tired of the big Land Use issues
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          2  from Council Member Arroyo's district, but

          3  everything we hear from her and Chairperson Lappin,

          4  they're going to keep coming. But I again want to

          5  thank her, Chairperson Katz and Chairperson Lappin

          6  for their work on this issue.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEL CARMEN ARROYO:

          8  Thank you, Madam Speaker.

          9                 You know, the joke around the house

         10  is that the Land Use items in my district require a

         11  full-time staff in the Speaker's Office. So, I want

         12  to thank you and the staff in your office for your

         13  support, and all of the work Ramon, who was an

         14  absolute pit bull in the process. We've been talking

         15  about this Land Use application for the last couple

         16  of weeks, and have spent a lot of hours trying to

         17  pen an agreement to paper that will help the Hunts

         18  Point Community, Community Board 2, and the Longwood

         19  Community, begin to experience relief around the

         20  issue of odor in the community.

         21                 Community Board 2 is home to most of

         22  all of the environmentally unfriendly industries and

         23  businesses that no one wants in their back yard.

         24                 The upgrade to the water filtration

         25  plant is a very needed project, and the City and the
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          2  community never once said not in my back yard. What

          3  they asked is that we be mindful of the potential

          4  impact on the community and that we do everything

          5  possible to mitigate the impact, and more

          6  importantly, begin to deal with a very comprehensive

          7  review of the businesses in the community and to try

          8  to identify sources of odor and begin to work on

          9  corrective actions around those businesses that can

         10  help relieve the quality of air that the community

         11  has to deal with. Most days neighborhood residents

         12  cannot enjoy a day in the neighborhood. They're

         13  either behind closed doors, or going to the doctor's

         14  office or the emergency room to deal with an asthma

         15  attack, and this application has given us an

         16  opportunity to bring everyone to the table that

         17  needs to be part of this discussion to deal with

         18  this, this odor problem and the quality of air

         19  problem in a comprehensive way.

         20                 To repeat some of the thank yous,

         21  Ramon Martinez; the Chairs of the Committee, Land

         22  Use, Melinda Katz, Subcommittee Jessica Lappin;

         23  Daniel Avery, who was the editor of the seven-page

         24  agreement that we have been able to get out of this

         25  Land Use application negotiations; the Mayor's
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          2  Office, Patrick Whaley; and the Commissioner of DEP

          3  and her staff; and Cante and Mark Langhan, I think.

          4  Langhan, whose name I always mispronounce. In

          5  particular, I want to thank my Chief of Staff,

          6  Joanne Arturo, who I forced to be here today.

          7  Usually she goes back to the district office on

          8  Stated days, but Joanne represented my office in the

          9  Hunts Point Monitoring Committee over the last two

         10  years, and has been very focused in keeping me

         11  up-to-date on what the issues are. Joanne, thank

         12  you. And that doesn't mean you get a raise.

         13                 But her focus and her attention to

         14  detail helped me and the community focus on some of

         15  the very important things that have to happen in

         16  that community, and without her contribution and

         17  participation I don't think this agreement would

         18  have been as good as it is. My colleagues in elected

         19  office, the community board, the Chair, the District

         20  Manager, the Hunts Point Monitoring Committee,

         21  Members on the Move and the other community

         22  organizations that helped to send this message to me

         23  as the elected representative in the Council, but

         24  the other elected officials, we need to do something

         25  about the odor in this community, and it needs to be

                                                            34

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  comprehensive and needs to be a long-term plan so

          3  that we can improve the quality of life in our

          4  community, and I want to thank you all for your

          5  support, and today I can urge a yes vote on this

          6  application.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Council

          8  Member Arroyo.

          9                 Our last item today is a very

         10  significant Land Use item. It is the Jamaica

         11  rezoning. This is the largest rezoning that the City

         12  has ever done. To just give you a sense of how large

         13  it is, it actually takes in parts of four different

         14  Council members' district. This rezoning is going,

         15  in addition to being the largest rezoning we've ever

         16  done, I think it's probably the largest or very

         17  close to the largest downzoning we have ever done in

         18  the City of New York. This zoning will make sure

         19  that important low-rise one- and two-family homes in

         20  Queens, those neighborhoods get to stay low-rise

         21  one- and two-family residential communities.

         22                 It also takes steps to support the

         23  business community and the business area in the

         24  Jamaica part of Queens, taking steps, and in part

         25  through a small upzoning to make that business
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          2  district a really thriving business district. And I

          3  think the thing that's particularly exciting about

          4  this rezoning is that it combines both a downzoning

          5  and upzoning, and it deals with residential concerns

          6  and concerns of the business community

          7  simultaneously.

          8                 I really want to thank everyone who

          9  worked so hard on this important rezoning. I want to

         10  thank Gail Benjamin, Alonzo Carr, and everyone in

         11  Land Use. I want to thank all of the Council

         12  members. In particular, Council Member Katz, the

         13  Chair of our Land Use Committee, and Council Member

         14  Leroy Comrie, who did a tremendous amount of work on

         15  this complicated and large rezoning to help make

         16  sure it met the multiple needs that this rezoning

         17  was attempting to address.

         18                 Just before calling on Chairperson

         19  Katz and Council Member Comrie, I want to thank the

         20  Administration and City Planning for working so

         21  closely with us and with the community on this

         22  rezoning. But I also want to thank everyone in the

         23  Mayor's Office for all of their work on the Hunts

         24  Point Water Filtration Plant as well. We couldn't

         25  have gotten to the agreement we've gotten to today
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          2  without a lot of time and effort and focus from the

          3  Mayor's Office.

          4                 Chairperson Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

          6  Speaker. And I want to thank you for your guidance

          7  through this process and also your staff, Ramon and

          8  Chuck, for their expertise and guidance as we work

          9  through this process. And I would be remiss clearly

         10  not to acknowledge and thank for his hard work

         11  Councilman Comrie and all the Council members whose

         12  district this rezoning is in.

         13                 As the Speaker said, there are four

         14  Council members who represent this area. It is the

         15  largest rezoning that this Council and the

         16  Administration have accomplished, and I think for

         17  that we should be very proud. City Planning spends

         18  countless number of hours, days, weeks and months on

         19  this rezoning, meeting with all the Council members,

         20  making sure that they were at every single meeting.

         21  And I think in the end we have developed a much

         22  better product than the original application.

         23                 This is a plan that will be almost

         24  400 blocks that will simulate new housing, hotels,

         25  office and retail development in Downtown Jamaica
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          2  Queens. While at the same time protecting the

          3  character of the surrounding areas in the lower

          4  scale areas in South Jamaica, Hollis and St. Albans,

          5  this will create 3 million square feet of commercial

          6  space and add 9,500 jobs to this area of Jamaica.

          7                 It will also include 5,200

          8  residential units and 780 units of those, which will

          9  be affordable units.

         10                 One of the great things about this

         11  application, I believe, is that many years ago those

         12  of you can remember the arguments and fights we had

         13  over the AirTrain that went into Jamaica Queens.

         14  This will not only create a commercial district and

         15  a more vibrant economic commercial district for the

         16  folks that utilize that train and be a draw for

         17  those people to utilize the train, as the Speaker

         18  pointed out in the press conference, will also

         19  create a more vital community for those folks that

         20  actually live in the community and make better use

         21  of the area in which they are in.

         22                 The one area that was a little more

         23  controversial clearly was the Hillside Avenue area.

         24  For everyone's edification what we did there, the

         25  original application called for buildings to be
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          2  about 12 stories high on Hillside Avenue, as a

          3  compromise, instead of taking the whole area out, we

          4  did lower it to about eight stories and I just

          5  wanted that clear for the record, it went from about

          6  an R7X to an R6A or an R7A in those areas.

          7                 So, is it perfect? No. I don't

          8  believe any plan is ever perfect. I do believe,

          9  however, for the purposes that the City of New York

         10  has and the purposes of this community in Jamaica,

         11  we have created a more vibrant community, downzoned

         12  areas of the residential areas that people so

         13  desperately wanted in those areas, and made a better

         14  plan overall for the City of New York. And truly,

         15  Madam Speaker, without your office, the Land Use

         16  Committee staff, which is always a great asset to

         17  this Council, and the Council members and the

         18  community leaders, we never would have reached, I

         19  believe, such a phenomenal plan for the City of New

         20  York.

         21                 So, the Land Use Committee voted it

         22  out, I ask everyone's agreement on it. Thank you.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: I want to call on

         24  Council Member Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,
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          2  Speaker Quinn. I want to thank Speaker Quinn,

          3  Council Member Katz, Council Member Avella, Council

          4  Members Gennaro, Weprin and White for their support

          5  for putting together the Jamaica Plan.

          6                 This rezoning effort will help to

          7  transform and revitalize Downtown Jamaica into a

          8  vital economic engine that will create much-needed

          9  jobs for the Southeast Queens Community.

         10                 In light of the recent US Census

         11  Bureau Report that over a quarter of a million

         12  people in Queens are currently living below the

         13  poverty line, this plan comes at a critical time for

         14  our community. The issues of high unemployment,

         15  especially in communities of color, must be

         16  addressed.

         17                 While we can provide the additional

         18  job training and skills to young men and women,

         19  there still is scarcity of jobs to be had and most

         20  are forced to commute for nearly two hours to find

         21  employment. The Jamaica Plan will not only bring

         22  brings but hope.

         23                 Voting today on this largest rezoning

         24  plan, we are going to be able to create a real

         25  opportunity to correct some long-term problems in
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          2  our community. We have been able to protect and

          3  preserve the residential parts of our area. I want

          4  to thank the Mayor's Office. I want to thank City

          5  Planning, specifically John Young, Debbie Carney and

          6  Rob Holbrook. Both Council Member Gennaro and myself

          7  had two independent committees that were set up and

          8  looked at plans together with City Planning. Often

          9  times the meetings were held at the City Planning's

         10  Office on Queens Boulevard with the support of the

         11  City Planning staff, who put together an Ad Hoc

         12  Committee of community residents and community board

         13  people that had an opportunity to go to City

         14  Planning and work with City Planning and looking at

         15  all the alternatives.

         16                 This has been a four-year effort. We

         17  have also been able to secure promises from the City

         18  that there will be no additional adverse uses put in

         19  the district. People were concerned about the issues

         20  of a possibility of waste transfer stations being

         21  put in. We got a direct promise from the City that

         22  no additional waste transfer stations would come

         23  into the district or come into the area, the

         24  manufacturing areas have been downzoned from the

         25  original purpose -- from the original placement in
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          2  the plan and in the original ideas that were placed

          3  in a plan. Ninety percent of this plan has been

          4  downzoned from the original City Planning

          5  presentation. We've done our best to try to come up

          6  with a plan in the modifications that made -- sorry,

          7  I have a cold. We've tried our best to come up with

          8  a plan and come up with modifications that met all

          9  of the needs of the City.

         10                 We have a new and emerging group in

         11  that area that were desperate to have an ability to

         12  be competitive in a commercial sense and wanted an

         13  opportunity to bring in better stores and better

         14  space to be able to compete with the other growing

         15  commercial areas in the City.

         16                 We have now I think a great template,

         17  and I want to congratulate all who are involved. I

         18  want to congratulate the Speaker's staff, also who

         19  really stepped up and helped us at the last minute

         20  to deliver a promise from the City that there would

         21  be an infrastructure team that would look on this

         22  with City agencies that would have quarterly

         23  meetings with the local elected officials to ensure

         24  that the infrastructure issues, which are various

         25  and many, have been all cited and are known and
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          2  would be addressed within the next year. The

          3  meetings will start in October. They will deal with

          4  everything from parking to sewers to street

          5  improvements. And I want to encourage and urge all

          6  my members to pass this zoning plan.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

          9  And the last thing in Speaker's time is we want to

         10  thank Mari dePedro, who has been the Counsel to, all

         11  at one time, the Mental Health Committee, the

         12  Cultural Affairs Committee, the Libraries

         13  Subcommittee and the Substance Abuse Committee. She

         14  is a lawyer and an artist and is heading down with

         15  her partner to New Orleans to hopefully spend more

         16  time as an artist and less time as a lawyer. But she

         17  obviously has had a very, very full plate with us.

         18  She has been with the Committee when we have made

         19  some significant changes in how cultural

         20  organizations get funded in the City of New York,

         21  and she has been a pleasure and a joy to work with

         22  and somebody who brought her personal passion about

         23  arts and cultural affairs to work every day. So, we

         24  just want to wish her all the best as she brings

         25  that energy to a part of our country that definitely
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          2  needs it, to New Orleans. So, congratulations. We'll

          3  miss you, so stay in touch. And when you become a

          4  big, famous artist, remember all of us at your

          5  gallery openings. And I know that Council Members

          6  Koppell and Recchia just want to say a few words.

          7                 Council Member Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Speaker

          9  and colleagues, I inherited Mari when I became Chair

         10  of the Mental Health Committee, and it has a longer

         11  title which I won't state, but she has done

         12  wonderful work. She really has meant a substantial

         13  difference in the lives of thousands of people who

         14  require attention with the mental health problems,

         15  because of disability, because of alcoholism and

         16  other chemical dependency, and all her work has been

         17  first rate, as an attorney, as a policy analyst, she

         18  has done a wonderful job and she has been an

         19  enormous help to me as the Chairman of this

         20  Committee, in an area that I was not all that

         21  familiar with when the Speaker graced me with that

         22  responsibility, and we're going to miss her greatly

         23  and I wish her all the best.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Chairperson

         25  Koppell.
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          2                 Chairperson Recchia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes. I just

          4  have to say thank you to Mari dePedro for all that

          5  you have done for me and the entire cultural

          6  community, the art community, the museums, the

          7  theaters, because you are one wonderful person. Your

          8  knowledge of the arts and the needs to help all

          9  artists throughout New York was a great insight, it

         10  was great working with an actual artist who gave me

         11  information that I would never have thought of on my

         12  own. You're going to be missed. I wish you the best

         13  of luck. And wherever you wind up, that person, or

         14  that company, you will be a great asset. You could

         15  always come back to wherever I might be some day.

         16  Thanks for everything, Mari. You're going to be

         17  missed.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And I would

         19  be remiss if I didn't let the Council member whose

         20  district is going to lose you say a few words,

         21  Council Member Mendez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Mari, I wanted

         23  to thank you for all your work. You're a friend and

         24  a constituent of mine, and you know, I remember when

         25  you asked me for advice about coming here to the
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          2  Council and we both worked for my predecessor in

          3  different ways for her, but your presence here will

          4  be missed. And we won't be saying goodbye, we'll be

          5  saying so long, because I'm sure you'll be coming

          6  back to deal with the arts here in New York City, so

          7  we'll be seeing you again. Good-bye.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And that

          9  good-bye concludes Communications from the Speaker.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         11  Discussion.

         12                 Council Member Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 Before us today is LU 498 through

         16  521, and Resolution 1051 through 1057, otherwise

         17  known as the Jamaica Plan, which is good in concept.

         18                 As a former Board member of the

         19  Greater Jamaica Development Corporation, and

         20  currently as Chair of the Council's Finance

         21  Committee, I commend the City Planning Commission

         22  for the portions of this zoning as they pertain to

         23  the Downtown Greater Jamaica area.

         24                 I also believe that we as a City and

         25  a local community need to take advantage of
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          2  opportunities afforded to us to include affordable

          3  housing as integral parts of rezoning plans wherever

          4  possible.

          5                 However, the benefits of this plan

          6  are clouded by City Plannings over-aggressive

          7  upzoning along some portions of the Hillside Avenue

          8  corridor, and it's because of this irresponsible

          9  upzoning that unscrupulous developers have seized

         10  the chance to swoop in on local residents with

         11  dollar signs in their eyes.

         12                 Only hours after this resolution was

         13  voted upon in Committee, a doctor's office in my

         14  district called me to complain about a developer

         15  refusing to leave her office home, unless she spoke

         16  to them, even after the doctor expressed no interest

         17  in selling. While the plan only encompasses a small

         18  part of my district, I share the concerns of my

         19  colleague, Councilman Jim Gennaro, and local civic

         20  associations.

         21                 Hillside Avenue and the surrounding

         22  communities already have their fair share of

         23  problems, even with the current population. Schools,

         24  medical services, public safety, and most critical,

         25  public transportation resources are already

                                                            47

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  overtaxed.

          3                 The infrastructure of these areas is

          4  incapable of supporting such an upzoning. Try

          5  getting a seat on the F Train, it's impossible. The

          6  changes I requested did not affect the overall goals

          7  of the plan. My compromise did not remove a single

          8  unit of affordable housing, but added units, the

          9  concessions I thought were both reasonable and

         10  practical, I am therefore forced to vote no on the

         11  plan. Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate. I wish to follow-up on some

         16  of what David was talking about.

         17                 I want to thank him for his comments,

         18  and also indicate that because of some of the bulk

         19  that is still on Hillside Avenue, that is still in a

         20  proposal, I will be unable to support this plan. And

         21  let me just talk about some of the people who did

         22  make a very untenable proposal by the Department of

         23  Planning a little bit better. I'd like to thank the

         24  Speaker and the Speaker's staff. They advocated for

         25  less density on Hillside Avenue and we were
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          2  successful to some degree. I'm grateful for that. To

          3  Chuck and to Ramon also very much. I want to

          4  recognize Chair Melinda Katz, Chair Tony Avella and

          5  the Land Use staff for working very closely with me

          6  personally, and with the community. We didn't always

          7  agree on everything but they worked very, very

          8  closely and tried to do whatever they could for the

          9  community, I'm grateful for that. Council Members

         10  Weprin, Comrie and White, it was a pleasure to work

         11  with them on this. Very special shout out to the

         12  local civic associations who work very hard in this

         13  in the Queens Civic Congress, who really gave a lot

         14  of time to see a good outcome, good to see something

         15  good happen here.

         16                 I am forced to recognize, because I

         17  want to, the Department of City Planning and the

         18  Mayor's Office, Chair Burden, John Young and his

         19  staff out in Queens, for really trying to work with

         20  me, although we couldn't come to that agreement that

         21  made David happy and I happy, we were able to make

         22  the plan better. So, although I won't be able to

         23  support the plan today, there was some good work

         24  done. We came very close, we didn't quite get there

         25  with regard to Hillside Avenue.
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          2                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

          3  Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you. I

          7  just want to say a few words about the routing bill

          8  that we're voting on today, which I think is a very

          9  good bill, and I want to just thank Council Member

         10  Simcha Felder for putting it forward and for all his

         11  initiatives on this issue and, of course, Chair

         12  McMahon for moving it.

         13                 I do think that we're going to have

         14  to keep working on this issue, and that's why I

         15  wanted to make sure I said here to my colleagues,

         16  Council Member Felder has put forward other more

         17  aggressive ideas for dealing with this issue, and I

         18  hope that we keep working on those.

         19                 I know that all the Administration

         20  would agree to today was this change, but I feel

         21  that this problem is going to keep going on. Just so

         22  you understand what this problem is, this is

         23  thousands, tens of thousands of New Yorkers who get

         24  these $50 and $100 tickets, despite doing all that

         25  we can reasonably ask of them to keep their
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          2  sidewalks and their streets clean. I mean, to be

          3  clear, if somebody is a slob, and certainly if

          4  they're the ones responsible for the litter in front

          5  of their house, or even if they just ignore litter

          6  that's there routinely, then, yes, those people we

          7  ought to use the fines to go after them. But

          8  everything I have seen from my constituents, and

          9  we've talked about this some in caucus, I know

         10  Council Member Fidler said he has heard from 150

         11  constituents, I have heard from that many, I'm sure

         12  Council Member Felder, as well, everything I see

         13  tells me that the vast bulk of folks who get these

         14  tickets are not slobs, they're not people who are

         15  ignoring litter. They're people who simply are not

         16  aware, and they are given no reason to be, that

         17  there is some litter in front of their house at a

         18  particular time of day when the inspector comes by

         19  and gives them a ticket. And we're changing today

         20  the hours during which the tickets can be given out,

         21  and I guess the hope is that that will result in

         22  fewer tickets.

         23                 I just beg your indulgence. I want to

         24  say the last time we did this, it used to be you

         25  could give these tickets out 24 hours a day, a few
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          2  years ago we changed it so you could only give them,

          3  Sanitation Department could only give them out

          4  during two hours. The number of tickets the

          5  Sanitation Department gave went up by 50 percent,

          6  despite our efforts to scale it back.

          7                 I believe that they are just

          8  determined to rake in as much revenue as they can,

          9  and we're going to have to do something stronger --

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member, please.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: -- To rein in

         13  the abuse of tickets from the Sanitation Department.

         14  Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Fidler.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I just want to

         18  jump in where Council Member Yassky was going. I

         19  mean, we can change the law, they have got to change

         20  the culture. The purpose of Sanitation tickets is

         21  supposed to keep the City clean and not to raise

         22  revenue, and I'm absolutely positively convinced

         23  that the Department of Sanitation is using it to

         24  raise revenue.

         25                 We are, you know, repeatedly
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          2  ticketing the victim here. The person who leaves

          3  their home in the morning, has garbage dropped by a

          4  litterer on their property and then comes home and

          5  finds a ticket as an extra blessing. And unless the

          6  Department of Sanitation gets that point and changes

          7  their entire culture, then the very purpose of the

          8  Sanitation tickets will continue to be abused and

          9  perverted.

         10                 There are many, many, many valid ways

         11  to raise revenue in the City, but giving tickets to

         12  victims should not be one of them.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         14  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         17  Special Committees.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         20  Standing Committees.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         22  Committee on Land Use. LU 439 and Reso 1037 and LU

         23  463 and Reso 1038, various UDAAPs.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         25  Orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 517 and Reso 1039,

          3  through LU 519 and Reso 1041 on page three,

          4  Landmarks Preservation Commission designations.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 524 and Reso 1042,

          8  through LU 533 and Reso 1047 on page four, various

          9  ULURPs and UDAAPs.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 539 and Reso 1048

         13  and LU 540 and Reso 1049, unenclosed sidewalk cafes.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 542 and Reso 1050,

         17  disposition of City-owned property.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         21  Committee on Public Safety. Intro. 351-A. Allowing

         22  school children to carry cellular phones to and from

         23  school.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         25  Orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 758, Mayor's veto

          3  and disapproval message of Introductory No. 351-A.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          6  Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management.

          7                 Intro. 548-A. Limiting notices of

          8  violations during certain times.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         10  General Orders with a message of necessity.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         12  Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 498 and Reso 1051,

         14  through LU 502 and Reso 1055. LU 520 and Reso 1056,

         15  and LU 521 and Reso 1057.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         17  Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         19  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         21  Orders, and at this point I ask for a roll call vote

         22  on all items that have been coupled on the General

         23  Order Calendar, Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: I vote yes on

          6  all items, except the Jamaica Plan, on which I vote

          7  no, that's Land Use Nos 498, 499, 500, 501, 502, 520

          8  and 521 and their accompanying resolutions.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye on

         13  all. Particularly, like others, I want to commend

         14  Council Member Simcha Felder. I do wonder, of

         15  course, from a management perspective, exactly what

         16  the Sanitation Police will do between those long

         17  hours, and obviously one could do something on the

         18  avenues, household waste, not to go into the street

         19  receptacles. It's obviously a very good bill, and I

         20  vote aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: I'll be

         17  voting no on Land Use 498, 499. 500. 501. 502, 520,

         18  521, and the accompanying resolutions. I'll be

         19  voting yes on everything else.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I vote aye on

         22  all and ask permission to vote aye on all Land Use

         23  Call-Ups?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: And I vote

                                                            57

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

          7  all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Present. And

         14  aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Can I ask

         19  permission to explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: As people

         22  might remember, I voted against the cell phone bill.

         23  I don't understand how you can bring a cell phone to

         24  and from school if you don't bring it into the

         25  school. I have no problem with bringing to and from
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          2  school, the problem is it's going to be brought into

          3  school if that happens, and that's what the sponsors

          4  want.

          5                 The sponsors suggest the proctor can

          6  just see the cell phone and take care of it. Well,

          7  it's one thing if it's improper to have it, maybe

          8  they can do that. But now the proctor is going to

          9  have to figure out whether it's on or not on, and we

         10  all know that cell phones can be used for text

         11  messaging, no noise, to watch movies, to access the

         12  Internet. We have enough problem with discipline in

         13  our classrooms, and order in our classrooms that we

         14  don't need to make now the teacher or proctor a

         15  policeman and make sure that the cell phone is off.

         16  It's impractical. It leads to cheating. Most

         17  teachers and principals who you talk to will say

         18  this will interfere with education. We shouldn't be

         19  doing that. I realize it's appealing to think that

         20  the kids have it, but they didn't need it for so

         21  many years, they won't need it now, there are other

         22  ways to handle every emergency problem, and

         23  therefore it's unfortunate we're overriding the

         24  Mayor's veto.

         25                 I ask to vote no on 351-A and yes on
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          2  all other items on the General Orders calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: I vote aye on

          5  all, with special thanks to the Land Use Committee

          6  and particularly Pete Janosek for the agreement

          7  we've reached on Molly Pitcher's sidewalk cafe.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye on

         12  all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, may I vote on all Land Use Call-Ups and

         16  all preconsidered, and I vote aye on all.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: No on Intro.

         11  351-A, yes to the rest.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I vote aye on

         18  all and would like to respond briefly to what

         19  Council Member Koppell said. He apparently believes

         20  our teachers are capable of stopping a cheat note

         21  from being passed from one child to another child

         22  during a test, but incapable of stopping a cell

         23  phone from being used during tests. I have more

         24  faith in our teachers than that. And I would like to

         25  also point out that this has been supported by the
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          2  UFT since the beginning. And, again, I vote aye on

          3  all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: No on LU 498

          8  through 502, and LU 520 and 521; no on Reso 1051

          9  through Reso 1057; aye on all others.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Madam Public

         12  Advocate, to explain my vote.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Just further

         15  on the routing litter tickets issue, Council Member

         16  Fidler pointed out that most, the vast bulk of the

         17  people who get these tickets really are not the ones

         18  responsible for the litter. At the hearing we had

         19  earlier today, I asked the Assistant Commissioner

         20  from Sanitation who was testifying if they had any

         21  idea how many of the people who get these tickets,

         22  the 52,000 last year who got these tickets,

         23  themselves are litterers, and the answer was we have

         24  no idea. So, if the theory is they think these

         25  tickets do something to either deter people from
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          2  littering or incentivize them to clean up the

          3  litter, the truth is they really have no idea what

          4  the people who are getting these tickets have done,

          5  and whether it's at all possible that they could

          6  have prevented the litter from being put there or

          7  cleaned it up.

          8                 So, again, I hope we will continue to

          9  work hard on this. I vote aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye on

         14  all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         18  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         19  vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero negative and

         20  zero abstentions, with the exception of LU 498, 499,

         21  500, 501, 502, 520, 521, and their companion

         22  resolutions, which were adopted by a vote of 45 in

         23  the affirmative, three negative and zero

         24  abstentions, and Introduction 351-A, which was

         25  adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, two
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          2  negative.

          3                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

          4  adopted by a vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero

          5  negative. And since there are no resolutions, let's

          6  move on to General Discussion.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Just before we do

          8  that, Madam Public Advocate, on the Introduction and

          9  Reading of Bills, all the bills are being referred

         10  to the committees as indicated.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: That's okay.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Got ahead of

         14  myself.

         15                 Okay, General Discussion. And we have

         16  Council Member Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate. Let me just, I just wanted to

         19  announce to my colleagues, the Education Committee

         20  will be holding an oversight hearing on parent

         21  engagement on September 20th, at 10:00 a.m. So, my

         22  colleagues, if the issue of parent engagement meets

         23  your fancy, please note that it's being held on

         24  September 20th.

         25                 Also, the Speaker has announced that
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          2  Peter Vallone, Jr., and myself will be having an

          3  oversight hearing on October 10th, the scheduled

          4  date, on Public Safety in the School, Safety in the

          5  Schools. So, those two dates I wanted to bring to

          6  your attention so that you can lock them into your

          7  schedule.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         10  nobody else -- oh, I'm sorry, Council Member Brewer.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I want to

         12  mention two things: one, there is a bill coming up

         13  618 that is introduced today on air conditioners and

         14  facades. What it is, is asking the Department of

         15  Buildings to promulgate rules that would address the

         16  fact that many new air conditioners are small. We

         17  had large ones in the past that needed brackets. So,

         18  the hardware stores are putting in air conditioners

         19  with brackets that don't really need them, and there

         20  is a big discrepancy in terms of violations. So,

         21  people are getting fines for not having brackets

         22  when they don't really need them because the

         23  technology allows for smaller air conditioners. So,

         24  we're just asking DOB to figure it out.

         25                 Second, I want to just mention, as I
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          2  have in the past, Mary Weins, who is an intern in

          3  our office, a fourth year NYU student.

          4                 And finally, just for your

          5  information, on September 24th, on the west side of

          6  Manhattan we're having a big transportation

          7  conference with the community boards and Department

          8  of Transportation, which has given us staffing

          9  engineers and consultants to look at traffic on the

         10  west side of Manhattan. Thank you very much.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Baez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Hello. I just

         14  want to take the opportunity, because I'm getting

         15  ready to lose someone who has worked for me for

         16  several years, Sherman Brown, who Friday will be his

         17  last day with me. He has been an excellent chief of

         18  staff. He was just approved today for Deputy Chief

         19  Clerk at the Board of Elections, so I just want to

         20  wish him well.

         21                 (Applause.)

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Thank you,

         23  Sherman. Sherman, you've done an excellent job as a

         24  Chief of Staff. I could not have asked for anyone

         25  better. Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Gentile.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I, too, want to add my

          7  congratulations and thanks to Mari dePedro for all

          8  of her great work on the Libraries Subcommittee. And

          9  Mari, I don't know how we're going to move on

         10  without you, but we certainly want to wish you very,

         11  very well, and thank you for all your work.

         12                 I also want to thank Tony Scaldone

         13  again, and Art Aid, for the beautiful 9/11 posters

         14  that they provided the New York City Council. Art

         15  Aid has done tremendous volunteer work since 9/11

         16  for the last six years, both for families of 9/11

         17  victims and for groups and organizations, the Fire

         18  Department in particular, in helping them through

         19  the art that they provide to commemorate the

         20  occasion of 9/11 and other events that have

         21  happened.

         22                 So, we really want to thank Tony

         23  Scaldone and Art Aid for their efforts, and I

         24  believe we have some extra copies for New York City

         25  Council members poster, and I guess you can see
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          2  somebody in the Speaker's Office later for that, if

          3  you'd like.

          4                 I also want top remind people that I

          5  have a bill in, myself and Councilman Recchia, 619

          6  and 620. I ask you to please look at that and

          7  sponsor it. It concerns curb cuts and ending

          8  self-certification.

          9                 Thank you, Madam Speaker.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Gerson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Just Madam

         13  Public Advocate, and my colleagues, tomorrow our

         14  City will join together as one community united in

         15  grief and in remembrance. As we do so, and as we

         16  pledge to each other and make a statement to the

         17  world that we will never allow such a tragedy to

         18  reoccur, then in the memory of those who perish we

         19  will continue to rebuild and revive.

         20                 Let us also remember those workers,

         21  responders, volunteers, area residents who became

         22  sick because of their exposures and are still

         23  becoming sick because of their exposures to the

         24  toxic plume that was released on that tragic day.

         25  This past Saturday there was a rally calling this
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          2  issue to the attention of the federal government and

          3  the world to pass legislation that will guarantee

          4  full health care for anyone who may have been

          5  affected by that exposure.

          6                 We as a City Council have added our

          7  voice to supporting that legislation. We, as a

          8  Council, and all New Yorkers and all Americans, must

          9  continue to advocate effectively until that

         10  legislation is passed, as we go forward, we must

         11  continue to remain the beacon of a city and a

         12  society which cherishes life as our prime value.  In

         13  order to do so, we must meaning to our words, and we

         14  must act to support and preserve life wherever we

         15  can, and that must include the health in the lives

         16  of the heroes and those who were caught up in the

         17  tragic events of 9/11. Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member James.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Yes. I just

         21  wanted to echo the sentiments of Council Member

         22  Gerson. I recently became aware of the fact that my

         23  good friend Alison Gerson, who is 38 years old, who

         24  worked at One Police Plaza on September 11th, is

         25  suffering from a very, very rare form of cancer. She
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          2  worked every day and she inhaled the dust of 9/11

          3  and now she has this very rare form of cancer, and

          4  she is at Sloan-Kettering, and I'm praying for her

          5  speedy recovery, not only her recovery but all of

          6  the survivors of 9/11 who unfortunately find

          7  themselves without health care and who are ailing.

          8                 And also a relative of mine, who most

          9  of you know, Rudy Washington, who, too, is very

         10  sick, and who, too, suffered from the toxins, who

         11  breathed in the toxins in the aftermath of September

         12  11th. Let's pray for his recovery as well, and for

         13  all the victims of September 11th.

         14                 Tomorrow is a day which we should set

         15  aside to say a prayer and remember the tragic events

         16  of September 11th, and hope that it never, ever

         17  happens again.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Felder.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes. On a more

         22  personal note, I just wanted to mention that on the

         23  eve of the Jewish New Year Rosh Hashanah, we're

         24  supposed to do some self-introspection, and I try to

         25  remember on an annual basis to apologize to my
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          2  colleagues and everyone else I work with for saying

          3  things on a regular basis that seem funny to me, but

          4  really very often hurt other people's feelings. I

          5  don't do it intentionally most of the time, but even

          6  if it's some of the time, I just want to say I'm

          7  sorry, and I hope I'll do better in the coming year.

          8  Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: You better be

         10  sorry. I should have gotten an A. You gave me a B.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: On behalf of

         12  the City Council I'm filing a general appeal because

         13  all of your figures are wrong, and so we're filing a

         14  Class Action against you, I just want you to know.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All right, I

         16  will formally close this session of September 10th.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 3:12 p.m.)
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          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 10th day of September 2007.
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         24                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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