New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Legislative Service Number:
Reintroduction of Int 594-2024
Prime Sponsor:
Council Member Sandra Ung
Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing penalties for excessive noise from speakers and motor vehicles
Submitted by:
Council Member Sandra Ung
Justification
For years, residents have struggled to find peace in their own homes as groups of individuals affix large speakers to the outside of their vehicles and blast high decibel music that can be heard from miles away. Particularly during the summer months when car meets increase and residents open windows to deal with warmer nights, individuals might be kept up until 3 or 4 in the morning several times per week by these sound parties. Many constituents report losing sleep for weeks, affecting the mental health and well-being of New York City families.
To address this, the legislation introduces a necessary physical deterrent: the city will now tow and hold vehicles for anyone caught with a second or subsequent noise violation. This ensures that habitual offenders face an immediate consequence that goes beyond a simple fine. A vehicle will only be released once the owner pays the required civil penalties, making it much harder for repeat violators to continue disrupting neighborhoods.
The bill also targets the specific problem of mobile sound amplification by making it illegal to mount external speakers or audio devices to the outside of a vehicle. The New York City Police Department will often respond to noise complaints, but offenders station lookouts and the music is off by the time NYPD arrives, leaving them unable to witness the speakers in action and issue a violation. By making the actual speakers illegal, we can now ensure that consequences will follow illegal behavior. 
