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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I call the

          3  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections to

          4  order. Today we have two items on the agenda, a City

          5  Council designee to the Civil Complaint Review

          6  Board, and an appointment to the New York City

          7  Health and Hospitals Corporation.

          8                 We will take first the City Council

          9  designee to the Civilian Complaint Review Board.

         10                 With the passage of Local Law 1 of

         11  1993, the City Council created within the City

         12  Charter a new Civilian Complaint Review Board, which

         13  is independent of the Police Department, which law

         14  commenced on July 5th, 1993.

         15                 The Board consists of 13 members,

         16  five designated by the Council, one from each

         17  borough, three having law enforcement experience,

         18  including former New York City Police Department

         19  members, designated by the Police Commissioner, and

         20  five chosen by the Mayor and the Mayor will choose

         21  the Chairperson.

         22                 These members serve without

         23  compensation, however, they receive a per diem of

         24  $250.

         25                 The Board hires civilian
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          2  investigators who will investigate complaints,

          3  alleging excessive use and force, abuse of

          4  authority, discourtesy and ethnic slurs.

          5                 The law provides that police officers

          6  must cooperate with Board investigations so long as

          7  they are given the same due process rights,

          8  including the right against self-incrimination they

          9  now have in the Police Department.

         10                 Provisions that were added to insure

         11  a fair hearing for police officers are that the

         12  Board could not make any finding or recommendation

         13  on the sole basis of an unsworn complaint or other

         14  statement.

         15                 An unsworn complaint against a police

         16  officer would therefore be insufficient without

         17  other sworn evidence to support it, that prior

         18  complaints against an officer that had been

         19  unsubstantiated, unfounded or withdrawn could not be

         20  used as a basis for any finding or recommendation

         21  regarding a current complaint, and the Board members

         22  are elected for three-year terms.

         23                 The ultimate determination on

         24  discipline of a police officer is vested with the

         25  Police Commissioner. Today we have, as the designee
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          2  from the Bronx, Lorraine A. Cortes-Vazquez, for a

          3  term expiring on July 4th, 2001.

          4                 Welcome to the Rules Committee. Would

          5  you like to make a statement before we ask you some

          6  questions?

          7                 MS. CORTES-VAZQUEZ: I am privileged

          8  to be here. I look forward to a favorable outcome,

          9  and I know that the CCRB is an important board in

         10  the City of New York. I was concerned because we did

         11  a survey at the Hispanic Federation several months

         12  ago and we were alarmed by how many New York

         13  citizens were unaware of the role and function of

         14  the CCRB. So, it is important that the public know

         15  of its availability.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Have you ever

         18  made a complaint to the CCRB?

         19                 MS. CORTES-VAZQUEZ: No, I had not.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Have you ever

         21  been a witness on any proceedings before them?

         22                 MS. CORTES-VAZQUEZ: No, I have not.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Are you generally

         24  familiar with their workings and their practice?

         25                 MS. CORTES-VAZQUEZ: Yes, now I am.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Do you have the

          3  time to devote to the position, because I understand

          4  that their hearings could take quite a bit of time.

          5                 MS. CORTES-VAZQUEZ: Yes, I will make

          6  the time available.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Now, I understand

          8  you are a resident of the Bronx?

          9                 MS. CORTES-VAZQUEZ: Yes, I am.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Now, I understand

         11  that you have a stepson that is a police officer

         12  upstate?

         13                 MS. CORTES-VAZQUEZ: Yes, I have a son

         14  who was a police officer at NYPD for I believe five

         15  years and then he relocated to Rodchester and then

         16  was transferred to that Police Department.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: This is your son?

         18                 MS. CORTES-VAZQUEZ: Right, my stepson

         19  through marriage.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay. Do you feel

         21  the fact that you have someone as close as a son as

         22  a police officer that it might affect your judgment

         23  on any cases?

         24                 MS. CORTES-VAZQUEZ: No, not at all. I

         25  believe if anything it will be an asset because I
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          2  think I will bring a balanced perspective.

          3                 The other thing that I think is

          4  important is that the CCRB is compromised of some

          5  members who are law enforcement experts, so I don't

          6  think that it should be a conflict at all.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: When you are

          8  coming into this position, assuming that the Mayor

          9  appoints you, you understand that you will be called

         10  upon to act like a judge?

         11                 MS. CORTES-VAZQUEZ: Right.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: You will be

         13  listening to controversial evidence, one party will

         14  be saying A and the other party will be saying B and

         15  you will be called upon to determine who is telling

         16  the truth; do you feel that you will be able to do

         17  that impartially?

         18                 MS. CORTES-VAZQUEZ: Absolutely. I

         19  have good judicial temperament, I have good judgment

         20  and good wisdom that comes with age, so I believe I

         21  will.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I did read your

         23  resume and I find you are certainly qualified for

         24  the job, you are to be commended for all of the

         25  activism you have been involved in.
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          2                 MS. CORTES-VAZQUEZ: Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Are there any

          4  questions of the candidate?

          5                 Councilwoman Eisland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: It is more in

          7  the form of a statement.

          8                 Both the Bronx, the City Council and

          9  the CCRB will be very fortunate hopefully at the end

         10  of this confirmation period which I believe and pray

         11  will be quick to have Lorraine as a member, so I

         12  just want to say an extraordinarily positive

         13  welcome, though a bit prematurely.

         14                 MS. CORTES-VAZQUEZ: Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         16  Robles.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Chairman. My colleagues, although I am not a member

         19  of this Committee, however, I could not let this

         20  opportunity go by, and while this distinguished

         21  candidate is going to be the nominee of the Council

         22  so the Mayor could appoint her under the CCRB, and

         23  while she may be officially the Bronx designee, I

         24  had to come and go on record because I personally

         25  have worked with, have known Lorraine Cortes for a
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          2  long time, and while Mr. Chairman, you were correct,

          3  if you looked at her resume her activity within the

          4  communities of New York City does not start in the

          5  Bronx and end in the Bronx. There has been numerous

          6  occasions where many of us who sit in this Council

          7  from other boroughs have had to -- not have had to

          8  but have had the privilege of working with Lorraine

          9  Cortes in many, many opportunities involving the

         10  best of New York City and what the City offers to

         11  people. So, I want to be one of those who may not be

         12  from the Bronx, but I happen to come from Brooklyn

         13  and know that she, her roots has come from and

         14  continues to have people from Brooklyn love her,

         15  respect her, and I look forward to, especially

         16  because you are right, Mr. Chairman and my

         17  colleagues, the All Civilian Complaint Review Board,

         18  and many of our committees throughout the City, not

         19  just in the Bronx, although they are very fortunate

         20  to have her as the Bronx representative, and I

         21  commend Council Member Eisland, the liaison of the

         22  Bronx Delegation and its leadership, but I must tell

         23  you that this is one time, even though term limits,

         24  people refer to us as lame ducks, I have to say I

         25  may be a lame duck but not a dead duck, and this is
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          2  one person that I take privilege that when it comes

          3  before the whole body that I will have the honor of

          4  voting for because she earned it and she deserves it

          5  and truly she will represent the people of Bronx,

          6  but moreover, she will represent the people over the

          7  City of New York. Thank you.

          8                 MS. CORTES-VAZQUEZ: Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Any other

         10  questions of the candidate?

         11                 Could we just check to see if there

         12  are other members of the Committee? No other

         13  questions?

         14                 You are excused. We are going to keep

         15  the vote open and we will couple it when the next

         16  candidate appears.

         17                 We will take a brief recess and then

         18  we will have a vote on both candidates a little

         19  later. And then after we vote, the Committee votes,

         20  this afternoon at our Stated Council meeting

         21  everybody will have an opportunity to vote for you

         22  or against you. So, you won't know until this

         23  afternoon where you stand. And then it is not over

         24  yet, then the Mayor still has to appoint you.

         25                 MS. CORTES-VAZQUEZ: I know.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, so you have

          3  a couple of hurdles to go yet.

          4                 MS. CORTES-VAZQUEZ: Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: But you got past

          6  this one.

          7                 MS. CORTES-VAZQUEZ: Right.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: We will take a

          9  short recess at this time.

         10                 (Recess taken.)

         11                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Now we are going

         12  to do the New York City Health and Hospitals

         13  Corporation.

         14                 The Health and Hospitals Corporation

         15  was constituted pursuant to Chapter 1016 of the laws

         16  of 1969 and thereafter codified as Section 7384 of

         17  the unconsolidated laws of the State of New York.

         18                 The Corporation operates facilities

         19  in all five boroughs of the City, providing general,

         20  chronic, ambulatory and skilled nursing care, and a

         21  wide variety of specialized patient care services.

         22                 The law provides that the Corporation

         23  shall be administered by a Board of Directors

         24  consisting of 16 members. Five directors serving

         25  ex-officio, including the health services
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          2  administrator, who is the chairman of the Board, the

          3  Commissioner of Mental Health and Mental Retardation

          4  and Alcoholism Services, the Commissioner of the

          5  Department of Health, the Administrator of the Human

          6  Resources Administration and the Deputy Mayor City

          7  Administrator.

          8                 The ten other directors shall be

          9  appointed by the Mayor, five of whom shall be

         10  designated by the Council of the City of New York.

         11                 The remaining director shall be the

         12  Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation, who was

         13  chosen by the other 15 directors to serve at the

         14  pleasure of the Board.

         15                 The term of the ten directors, other

         16  than those serving ex-officio, and at the pleasure

         17  of the Board are of five years each.

         18                 The Mayor shall fill any vacancy

         19  which may occur, by reason of death, resignation or

         20  otherwise in a manner consistent with the original

         21  appointment.

         22                 The director shall not be entitled to

         23  compensation for their services, but they shall be

         24  reimbursed for actual and necessary expenses

         25  incurred by them in the performance of their
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          2  official duties.

          3                 Today we have before us Joey Jackson

          4  of the Bronx, who is being recommended to the Mayor

          5  for appointment as a member of the New York City

          6  Health and Hospitals Corporation for the remainder

          7  of a five-year term which commenced on March 21st

          8  1997, and will expire on March 20th, 2002.

          9                 Welcome to the Rules Committee, Mr.

         10  Jackson.

         11                 MR. JACKSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Would you like to

         13  make any statement as to why you are seeking this

         14  position on the Health and Hospitals Corporation?

         15                 MR. JACKSON: First I would like to

         16  wish a pleasant good morning to you and the other

         17  members who are serving on the Committee. I gather

         18  that I am here because I have a commitment to the

         19  position. I would certainly look forward to serving

         20  on the Health and Hospitals Corporation as a member

         21  of the Board and as a Bronx representative. If I am

         22  approved to do so by this Committee and later

         23  appointed by the Mayor, I certainly intend to uphold

         24  my responsibilities and do the best I can to

         25  advocate.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: You are a

          3  resident of the Bronx?

          4                 MR. JACKSON: Yes, sir.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: And I see you are

          6  a busy attorney working for a mid-sized firm, but

          7  pretty prominent in the field; do you think you will

          8  have the time to perform the services that are

          9  required of you as a member of the Board?

         10                 MR. JACKSON: Yes, Mr. Chairman.

         11                 I believe certainly attorneys are

         12  busy, but what we find is that we make time to do

         13  the things in life that we think are important and

         14  that is certainly what I would intend to do.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Have you had any

         16  prior dealings with the Health and Hospital

         17  Corporation, either as the body or with any of the

         18  individual hospitals that are under their

         19  jurisdiction?

         20                 MR. JACKSON: None at all, other than

         21  the fact that I have been to a few of them from time

         22  to time, but I am otherwise healthy.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: As a patient or a

         24  visitor to others?

         25                 MR. JACKSON: Usually as a visitor to
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          2  others, fortunately.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Do you know that

          4  the function of the Corporation is extremely

          5  important, as we are entering the new millennium,

          6  there has been a virtual turn-over of the health

          7  field 180 degrees, and the Health and Hospitals

          8  Corporation, which is still running I believe it is

          9  12 hospitals in the City, has to be right on the

         10  cutting edge of any developments because this huge

         11  competition between the private sectors and the

         12  public sectors, competition between the members of

         13  the private sectors among themselves and huge

         14  consolidations taking place, as you know.

         15                 MR. JACKSON: Sure.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Major

         17  institutions that used to be enemies now are working

         18  together out of the necessities of the economics of

         19  health care today.

         20                 MR. JACKSON: Absolutely.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: So you feel that

         22  you can handle the challenges that will be there to

         23  be answered as a member of the Board?

         24                 MR. JACKSON: I certainly do. I feel I

         25  will do the best. I will bring whatever time and
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          2  energy that I have for the position and I certainly

          3  would look forward to doing well, as well as I can.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I understand that

          5  you are the Chairman of the Bronx County Committee?

          6                 MR. JACKSON: Yes, I am.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: And under the

          8  rules of the Health and Hospitals Corporation you

          9  will have to give up that job; are you aware of

         10  that?

         11                 MR. JACKSON: I have had discussions

         12  about that with our County Chairman and others and I

         13  certainly am prepared to do that.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, so you are

         15  making a commitment before this Committee that in

         16  the event you are ultimately appointed to this job

         17  you will submit a resignation as a member and

         18  chairman of the County Committee of the Bronx.

         19                 MR. JACKSON: Unequivocally I will.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Now, you are also

         21  vice chair of Board Number 12.

         22                 MR. JACKSON: Yes.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: To your credit.

         24  And I understand that you have written to the

         25  Corporation Counsel's Office to find out whether or
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          2  not you can continue in that office under the law or

          3  whether it will be considered holding two different

          4  positions which is prohibited by the Charter.

          5                 MR. JACKSON: Right.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, and

          7  whatever that decision is you will agree to abide by

          8  it.

          9                 MR. JACKSON: I certainly do, and I

         10  have indicated that in my letter I would certainly

         11  want to serve as a member of Community Board 12,

         12  however, should it be the position that a waiver

         13  would not be granted, I would abide by that, give up

         14  that position and call it a day.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: And I also

         16  understand that you still have some student loans

         17  outstanding, and have you made provisions for making

         18  payment of those loans?

         19                 MR. JACKSON: I certainly have.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: And are you

         21  current in your payment of whatever provisions you

         22  made?

         23                 MR. JACKSON: I am current.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

         25                 Council Member Spigner.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Yes, Mr.

          3  Jackson, as a former Bronx resident it is a joy to

          4  see young men like yourself who are willing and able

          5  to take on the responsibilities of these various

          6  non-salaried boards, because far too often the

          7  people that come are not, you know, in my opinion

          8  from the roots of the community. Now, you were born

          9  in the Bronx I am told, right?

         10                 MR. JACKSON: Born and raised.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: All right.

         12  And I think that is great and that you are still

         13  there and you are taking on a professional direction

         14  in your life.

         15                 Now, tell me, where is Brockport?

         16                 MR. JACKSON: Brockport is upstate

         17  near Rodchester and near Buffalo. It is very cold

         18  and there is not much to do other than your work,

         19  unfortunately.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: In between or

         21  south of Buffalo?

         22                 MR. JACKSON: It is south of Buffalo.

         23  Buffalo is about an hour away and Rodchester is

         24  about a half an hour away.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: And when you
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          2  get to either one you really haven't done much to

          3  change the situation for yourself, right?

          4                 MR. JACKSON: Absolutely.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I just wanted

          6  to tell you that I think it is great that you make

          7  yourself available. I wish that boards like the

          8  Health and Hospitals Board paid stipends like some

          9  of the other boards so that -- I don't think you are

         10  wealthy yet, but being encouragement and inducement

         11  for others to serve.

         12                 Let me ask you, what do you feel

         13  about the position of privatization? That will

         14  continually be put forth. The Mayor favors

         15  privatization, so obviously you are not a Mayoral

         16  appointee.

         17                 MR. JACKSON: Right.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Do you have

         19  any position on privatization?

         20                 MR. JACKSON: Sure, I do. Councilman,

         21  first of all, thank you for your encouraging

         22  remarks. Let me just say on the issue of

         23  privatization, certainly I understand the Mayor's

         24  concerns and I understand his position on the issue.

         25                 I happen to, in all due respect for
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          2  our Mayor, disagree with that position on

          3  privatization. I think that there are certainly

          4  unions out there who can do a tremendous job and who

          5  have been doing a job.

          6                 Certainly we have to reevaluate what

          7  they are doing. We have to make productivity

          8  improvements. We have to maybe look at management

          9  issues or other such things, but at this point I

         10  think that I am not prepared to say that

         11  privatization is the way to go.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Thank you,

         13  Mr. Chairman. I have no further questions.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Any other

         15  questions?

         16                 Okay, if we can get all of the

         17  members of the Committee we can vote now.

         18                 We will couple the vote. I have been

         19  informed that there are other meetings taking place

         20  and the Speaker, who would want to vote, is at one

         21  of the meetings, so we will keep the vote open for

         22  any member of the Committee who wishes to vote until

         23  this afternoon.

         24                 We will couple the vote. The first

         25  candidate is Joey Jackson, an appointment to the New

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            21

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  York City Health and Hospitals Corporation; and

          3  Lorraine Cortes-Vazquez, to the New York City

          4  Civilian Complaint Review Board.

          5                 Could we have the roll call, please.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye on both.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes, and good

         12  luck to the candidates.

         13                 MR. JACKSON: Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye on both

         16  and good luck.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: May I be

         19  excused to explain my vote?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         21  Eisland.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: I have

         23  already made my enthusiastic comments about Lorraine

         24  Cortes, and I just want to say about Joey Jackson,

         25  while I know him through a number of activities
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          2  through political and community and I guess I know

          3  him best through his activities on the community

          4  board. We share some territory together and fought

          5  some good battles and we have won some and we have

          6  lost, but he is tenacious, and he is tough and I

          7  have every expectation that he will do on the Health

          8  and Hospitals Board the kind of activities that he

          9  has done in the Bronx and we sorely need his input,

         10  and I enthusiastically say aye for both the

         11  candidates.

         12                 MR. JACKSON: Thank you, Councilwoman.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye on both and

         19  congratulations and the best of luck, I am sure you

         20  will both do very well.

         21                 MR. JACKSON: Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker Mr.

         23  Vallone.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: The vote stands
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          2  at nine in the affirmative and is still open.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, this

          4  completes the business of the Rules, Privileges and

          5  Elections Committee.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 11:30 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 11th day of August 1999.
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          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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