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INTRODUCTION 
On May 28, 2025, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, chaired by Majority Whip Selvena N. Brooks-Powers, will conduct a vote on Proposed Int. No. 676-A. Proposed Int. No. 676-A, sponsored by Majority Leader Amanda Farías, is in relation to requiring a study on increasing the use of electric for-hire vehicles and installing new charging infrastructure, and to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to annual reports on increasing the use of electric for-hire vehicles and installing new charging infrastructure. A previous version of this bill was heard at a February 10, 2025 oversight hearing receiving an update from the Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”) on the status of the yellow cab industry in New York City (“NYC” or “City”). The Committee also heard several other pieces of legislation at this hearing. Those who testified at the hearing included representatives of the TLC, medallion owners and taxi drivers, industry advocates, and other interested stakeholders.










BACKGROUND
TLC
The TLC, created in 1971, is responsible for the regulation and licensing of: taxicabs, including medallion taxicabs (also known as yellow taxis or yellow cabs) and street hail liveries (also known as green or boro taxis); For-Hire Vehicles (“FHVs”); commuter vans; and paratransit vehicles.[footnoteRef:1] The TLC has approximately 600 employees and its Board consists of nine members, eight of whom are unsalaried Commissioners, along with the salaried Commissioner and Chair (“TLC Chair”).[footnoteRef:2] The TLC Chair is the head of the TLC and presides over its public meetings.[footnoteRef:3] The TLC regulates over 200,000 TLC licensees in NYC.[footnoteRef:4] [1:  NYC TLC, About, About TLC, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/site/tlc/about/about-tlc.page]  [2:  Id. ]  [3:  Id.]  [4:  Id. ] 

Over the last decade, the FHV industry has experienced tremendous changes, particularly with the introduction of mobile application-based (“app-based”) FHVs in the City. Following their introduction, the number of licensed FHVs significantly increased from approximately 39,700 in 2011[footnoteRef:5] to more than 130,000 in March 2018, with the TLC issuing licenses to approximately 2,000 new FHVs per month at that time.[footnoteRef:6] Ultimately, this led to the Council’s passage of Local Law 147 of 2018,[footnoteRef:7] which paused the issuance of new FHV licenses, with an exception for wheelchair-accessible vehicles, and Local Law 149 of 2018, which created a new license category, High-Volume For-Hire Services (HVFHS) for TLC-licensed FHV bases that dispatch more than 10,000 trips per day.[footnoteRef:8] In 2022, TLC allowed an exemption for an additional 1,000 electric vehicle FHVs.[footnoteRef:9] In September 2024, TLC data indicated that the total number of FHV licenses was 107,932.[footnoteRef:10]  [5:  NYC TLC, 2011 Annual Report, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/annual_report_2011.pdf. ]  [6:  See Testimony of Former TLC Commissioner Joshi before the NYC Council Committee on For-Hire Vehicles, March 8, 2018, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/View.ashx?M=F&ID=5872328&GUID=DB0BCBEA-4B02-468F-B948-512FA842D7EE ]  [7:  See Local Law 147, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3331789&GUID=6647E630-2992-461F-B3E3-F5103DED0653&Options=Advanced&Search]  [8:  NYC TLC, Businesses, For-Hire Vehicle Base, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/tlc/businesses/high-volume-for-hire-services.page ]  [9:  NYC TLC, Charged Up! TLC’s Roadmap to Electrifying the For-Hire Transportation Sector in New York City, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/Charged_Up!_TLC_Electrification_Report-2022.pdf]  [10:  NYC Office of the Mayor, TLC’s Fiscal Year 2024 Mayors Management Report, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/mmr2024/tlc.pdf ] 


TLC’s Electric Fleet 
In 2022, TLC released a report titled: Charged Up! TLC’s Roadmap to Electrifying the For-Hire Transportation Sector in New York City, which outlined TLC’s commitment to transitioning the majority of its licensed fleet to electric vehicles (EVs) by 2030 and provided a guide to electrification.[footnoteRef:11] According to TLC estimates, in Fiscal Year 2022, TLC-licensed vehicles produced around 600,000 tons of CO2, representing approximately 4 percent of total emissions from the City’s transportation sector.[footnoteRef:12] According to the report, as of 2022, approximately one out of one hundred of TLC-licensed vehicles were electric vehicles.[footnoteRef:13] Moreover, most TLC-licensed EVs were in the for-hire industry (97 percent), with just 3 percent of yellow taxis utilizing electric vehicles.[footnoteRef:14] According to a more recent March 2023 article by The City, only 1,159 of the 100,000 vehicles licensed by TLC were electric.[footnoteRef:15] This includes 34 yellow medallion taxis and 1,125 for-hire vehicles.[footnoteRef:16] Overall, TLC has stated in the 2022 Charged Up! Report that the FHV industry faces several unique hurdles to electrification of its fleet, including “high daily mileage driven due to high trip volumes, drivers living in the outer boroughs and in environmental justice communities, as well as the various charging needs of industry stakeholders.”[footnoteRef:17] The report focuses on the cost of EVs, charging infrastructure coverage, and EV-centric regulations.[footnoteRef:18] [11:  NYC TLC, Charged Up! TLC’s Roadmap to Electrifying the For-Hire Transportation Sector in New York City, 2022, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/Charged_Up!_TLC_Electrification_Report-2022.pdf]  [12:   Id. ]  [13:  Id.]  [14:  Id. ]  [15:  Jose Martinez, Samantha Maldonado, The City, TLC Pushes Electric Rides, But Drivers Say a Good Charger is Hard to Find, March 17, 2023, available at https://www.thecity.nyc/2023/3/17/23644173/electric-vehicle-charging-stations-needed ]  [16:  Id.]  [17:  NYC TLC, Charged Up! TLC’s Roadmap to Electrifying the For-Hire Transportation Sector in New York City, 2022, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/Charged_Up!_TLC_Electrification_Report-2022.pdf]  [18:  Id. ] 

In September 2024, TLC released another report titled: Electrification in Motion, An Update on New York City’s Electric For-Hire Vehicle Fleet, which aimed to build on TLC’s goals of moving towards more EVs in their fleet.[footnoteRef:19] According to the report, as of August 2024, approximately 20 percent of high-volume trips utilized either EV or wheel-chair accessible vehicles (WAVs).[footnoteRef:20] Overall, in 2024, greater than 14 million EV TLC vehicle trips saved a combined 19,000 metric tons of CO2 emissions, which is equivalent to powering nearly 3,800 homes for a full year.[footnoteRef:21] As of the report, a total of 10,000 TLC-licensed EVs were registered on City streets.[footnoteRef:22] Overall, the report determined the following:  [19:  NYC TLC, Electrification in Motion, An Update on New York City’s Electric For-Hire Vehicle Fleet, September 2024, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/electrification_in_motion_report_2024.pdf ]  [20:  Id.]  [21:  Id. ]  [22:  Id. ] 

· EV trip activity is higher in Queens, home to many of the City’s larger charging sites; utilization of electric FHVs is increasing as drivers learn to charge more efficiently, and EV trips are longer on average; and the share of trips in an EV went from two percent to more than eleven percent in the months following TLC’s issuance of new EV-only for-hire vehicle licenses;[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Id.] 

· Charger utilization has increased markedly across the City’s charging network; and charging gaps remain, particularly in the Bronx;[footnoteRef:24]  [24:  Id. ] 

· The City should support partnerships to bring additional charging online and TLC should work with charging providers to plan new sites;[footnoteRef:25] and  [25:  Id. ] 

· Lessons learned from TLC’s electrification efforts, including focusing on the need for more charging with increased collaboration between utilities, developers, landowners, and builders.[footnoteRef:26]   [26:  Id. ] 

As of February 2025, there were 12,415 EVs in the FHV fleet, up from about 9,500 as 
reported in the February 2024 FHV License Review.[footnoteRef:27] The February 2025 FHV License Review notes that the “growth in of EVs in the TLC-licensed fleet has led to an increase in charger utilization citywide, and private sector charging providers continue working to expand charging options.”[footnoteRef:28] Despite federal funding being frozen for EV charging, charging plans in New York continue to move forward, with Revel receiving millions of dollars in the form of a loan to build 267 new charging stalls in the City, and the NYC Department of Transportation opening two new charging locations in 2025 in the Bronx and South Brooklyn.[footnoteRef:29]  [27:  NYC TLC, February 2025 For-Hire Vehicle License Review, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/license-pause-report-2025-02.pdf ]  [28:  Id. ]  [29:  Id.] 



LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Proposed Int. No. 676-A, A Local Law in relation to requiring a study on increasing the use of electric for-hire vehicles and installing new charging infrastructure, and to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to annual reports on increasing the use of electric for-hire vehicles and installing new charging infrastructure

The unconsolidated portion of this bill would require the Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”) to conduct a study on the challenges and opportunities related to increasing the use of electric for-hire vehicles and installing new charging infrastructure. A report on such study would be due to the City Council and the Mayor no later than December 31, 2026. Section 2 of this bill would amend section 19-550 of the Administrative code in order to require TLC to include, in their annual utilization report, data on electric for-hire vehicles, the infrastructure necessary to support them, incentive programs, and overall progress towards the electrification of the for-hire vehicle fleet.	
This bill would take effect immediately.
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Proposed Int. No. 676-A
 
By Council Members Farías, Gennaro, Gutiérrez, Louis, Restler, Banks, Schulman, Cabán and Dinowitz
 
A Local Law in relation to requiring a study on increasing the use of electric for-hire vehicles and installing new charging infrastructure, and to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to annual reports on increasing the use of electric for-hire vehicles and installing new charging infrastructure
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. The taxi and limousine commission shall conduct a study on costs, challenges, and opportunities related to increasing the use of electric for-hire vehicles and installing new charging infrastructure. No later than December 31, 2026, the taxi and limousine commission shall submit a report on the study’s findings to the mayor and the speaker of the council. Such report shall include, but need not be limited to:
a. An estimate of the total number of publicly available electric vehicle charging stations required to support a transition of all licensed for-hire vehicles to electric vehicles;
b. An evaluation of the impact of charging on the number of rides for-hire vehicle drivers can provide and the income of those drivers; and
c. An analysis of potential incentive programs designed to encourage the adoption of electric for-hire vehicles, including the issuance of for-hire vehicle licenses when internal combustion engine for-hire vehicles are replaced by electric for-hire vehicles.
§ 2. Subdivision g of section 19-550 of chapter 5 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 147 for the year 2018, is amended to read as follows:
g. The commission shall no later than December 31, 2020 and annually thereafter submit to the council and the mayor a report on the effects of vehicle utilization standards [and], the regulation of the number of licenses issued to for-hire vehicles authorized by subdivision b of this section, and the use of electric vehicles. Such report shall include at least the following information:
1. The total number of licensed for-hire vehicles that are electric vehicles;
2. A target for the total number of licensed for-hire vehicles that will be electric vehicles by the due date of the next annual report and an estimate of the number of publicly available electric vehicle charging stations that would be necessary to support those electric vehicles;
3. The number and location of publicly available electric vehicle charging stations installed in the year preceding the submission of such report, disaggregated by charging level and borough;
4. The total number of for-hire vehicle licenses issued by the commission for electric vehicles in the year preceding the submission of such report, including the number of such vehicle licenses issued for wheelchair accessible electric vehicles, if any;
5. The number of licensed for-hire vehicles that have converted from internal combustion engines to electric vehicles in the year preceding the submission of such report;
6. The estimated costs of an electric vehicle compared to the costs of an internal combustion engine vehicle, such as vehicle acquisition, rental costs, fuel, and maintenance;
7. Whether existing and projected charging capacity meets or is expected to meet the demand for existing and projected electric for-hire vehicles, including an analysis of trends in the utilization of existing chargers, based on information available to the commission;
8. Recommended locations for additional electric vehicle charging stations based on the residences and trip patterns of for-hire vehicle drivers;
9. An update on the city’s progress towards a complete transition of all licensed for-hire vehicles to electric or wheelchair accessible vehicles, and on any agreements or commitments between the commission and private entities to facilitate such transition; and
10. Changes, if any, in incentives to encourage the adoption of electric for-hire vehicles.
§ 3. This local law takes effect immediately. 
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