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THE COUNCIL
REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

ROBERT NEWMAN, LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

Hon. Erik Martin Dilan, Chair

August 25, 2010

PROPOSED INT. NO. 87-A:
By: Council Members Mark-Viverito, Reyna, Brewer, Chin, James, Lander, Williams, Vacca, Foster and Dromm
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the filing of registration statements by owners of dwellings.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends paragraph 2 of subdivision a of section 27-2098 and adds a new paragraph 6 to subdivision a of such section. 

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

On August 25, 2010, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 87-A, “A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the filing of registration statements by owners of dwellings.” On June 22, 2010, the Committee previously heard an earlier version of this bill and received testimony from representatives of the Department Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) and other persons interested in this legislation.  Proposed Int. No. 87-A was amended following this initial hearing.

Proposed Int. No. 87-A would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York (Ad. Code) to require a corporation or partnership that owns a multiple dwelling to include as part of the annual multiple dwelling registration statement filed with HPD more information about the principals of such corporate entity or partnership.  The bill also prohibits the use of “mail drops” for registration purposes.  An annual multiple dwelling registration is currently required by the section 27-2098 of the Ad. Code.

 By gathering more contact information from property owners who own multiple dwellings, registration statements assist the City in determining who the responsible parties are should the City need to contact anyone with regard to maintaining the habitability of the property and protecting tenants who may reside in the multiple dwelling. The contents of these registration statements also provide valuable information to the public. 

Proposed Int. No. 87-A


Bill section one would amend paragraph two of subdivision (a) of section 27-2098 of the Ad. Code.  Such section identifies the various steps that must be taken by a building owner to register a multiple dwelling.  The bill would provide that if the owner of a multiple dwelling is a corporation, the annual registration statement must not only include the name and address of the corporation together with the names, residences and business addresses of the officers, but also the names and addresses of any person whose share of ownership of the corporation exceeds twenty-five percent. Currently, only corporations that own a multiple dwelling used for single room occupancy are required to provide the names and addresses of any person whose share of ownership of the corporation exceeds twenty-five percent.  Bill section one would also require partnerships that own multiple dwellings to provide the name and business address of the partnership together with the name and business address of each general partner and such information for each limited partner whose ownership share exceeds twenty-five percent. 


Bill section two would add a new paragraph six to subdivision (a) of section 27-2098 to provide that a United States postal service mail delivery box address, a mail delivery box maintained through a privately operated mail handling facility or the address at which any similar service is provided may not be used as the only business address for those seeking to file a multiple dwelling registration statement and that HPD shall not accept filings that only include such addresses.


  Bill section three contains the enactment clause and provides that this local law would take effect on January 31, 2011. 

Amendments to Proposed Int. No. 87-A
· Bill section two was amended to provide that a United States postal service mail delivery box, a mail delivery box maintained through a privately operated mail handling facility or the address at which any similar service is provided may be included on property registration statement provided that such address is not the only business address listed on such statement. The bill previously prohibited the use of such an address as the business address for corporations or partnerships filing such registration statements without exception.
· The enactment date was amended to reflect that this bill will take effect on January 31, 2011, rather than in ninety days after its enactment.
