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I. INTRODUCTION 

On November 17, 2025, the Committee on Fire and Emergency Management, Chaired by Joann Ariola, will hold a hearing on the following pieces of legislation: (i) Introduction Number 1140-2024 (“Int. No. 1140”), sponsored by Council Member Joann Ariola, in relation to annual reporting on firehouse vehicles, equipment and supplies; (ii) Introduction Number 1229-2025 (“Int. No. 1229”), sponsored by Council Member Joann Ariola, in relation to reporting on emergency medical services units; (iii) Introduction Number 1243-2025 (“Int. No. 1243”), sponsored by Council Member Rafael Salamanca Jr., in relation to creating uniform emergency response maps for city properties; (iv) Introduction Number 1300-2025 (“Int. No. 1300”), sponsored by Council Member Joann Ariola, in relation to after action reports following emergency declarations; (v) Introduction Number 1452-2025 (“Int. No. 1452”), sponsored by Council Member Joann Ariola, in relation to notice and provision to fire department personnel of firefighting personal protective equipment containing perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances; (vi) Introduction Number 1453-2025 (“Int. No. 1453”), sponsored by Council Member Joann Ariola, in relation to a collection, exchange, and disposal program for firefighting personal protective equipment containing perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances and reporting on such program; (vii) Introduction Number 1454-2025 (“Int. No. 1454”), sponsored by Council Member Ariola, in relation to testing and remediating PFAS chemicals in firehouse drinking water; (viii) Introduction Number 1455-2025 (“Int. No. 1455”), sponsored by Council Member Joann Ariola, in relation to a PFAS screening program for firefighters; and (ix) Resolution Number 837-2025 (“Reso. No. 837”), sponsored by Council Member Ariola, calling upon the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to install encased, alarmed, and publicly accessible fire extinguishers in MTA subway cars and stations.  Those invited to testify include representatives of the New York City Fire Department (“FDNY” or “the Department”), New York City Emergency Management (“NYCEM”), fire and emergency service worker unions, and other interested parties.
II. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
a. Int. No. 1140
This legislation would require the FDNY to report annually on needs for and the status of firehouse assets that are not included in existing capital asset reporting. This would include vehicles, equipment and supplies.  The legislation seeks to proactively address any deficits in firefighting equipment, and examine the condition and maintenance of department vehicles and other supplies. This information would be used to assess future needs and provide transparency regarding Department efforts to maintain up-to-date and properly functioning equipment.
b. Int. No. 1229
FDNY has approximately 670 ambulances as part of its fleet, of which, more than 20% are out of service at any given time.[footnoteRef:1] Ambulances can be out of service for many reasons, including undergoing routine maintenance or repair of mechanical issues, but also insufficient staffing of emergency medical personnel.[footnoteRef:2]   [1:  Testimony provided by FDNY at a November 1, 2024, hearing of the Committee on Fire and Emergency Management. Transcript is available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6895006&GUID=FFD0338C-C541-44D3-92F1-4D598E79701E&Options=&Search=.  ]  [2:  Id.  ] 

To provide greater transparency regarding FDNY’s ambulance fleet, and the extent to which ambulances are unable to respond to emergency due to being out of service, this legislation would require the Department to report on the availability of emergency medical services units for each day, and the total number of such units that are unable to respond to an emergency call, disaggregated by the reason for such unavailability.
c. Int. No. 1243
Emergency response maps are meant to assist first responders access critical information regarding building layout and details when at the location of an emergency incident. These maps can include information indicating external door or room numbers, and descriptions and locations of safety gear, locations of surveillance cameras and location data for panic buttons.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  David A. Lieb, School shootings prompt more states to fund digital maps for first responders, AP News (March 8, 2024); available at: https://apnews.com/article/school-shootings-digital-maps-53d7529be615ab15360b2e6a40b043d3. ] 

This legislation would require the creation of emergency response maps for all city properties, and establish technical standards for such maps.
d. Int. No. 1300
NYCEM is tasked with coordinating the City’s multiagency response to all emergency conditions and potential incidents that affect public health and safety, including severe weather conditions from natural hazards and disasters, among others.[footnoteRef:4] In addition to coordinating multiagency response, NYCEM is responsible for overall planning and emergency preparation, including educating the public about preparedness, and collecting and disseminating critical information to key stakeholders and the public during emergencies.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  See generally New York City Charter § 497. ]  [5:  NYC Emergency Management Strategic Plan 2017-2021, available at: https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/em/downloads/pdf/nycem-strategic-plan-2017-2021.pdf. ] 

Following emergency responses coordinated by NYCEM, the agency undertakes review and evaluation of the emergency response, including assessing the effectiveness of existing emergency planning, and evaluating City implementation of such plans.[footnoteRef:6]  This process aims to improve emergency preparedness and identify deficits to improve the response to future emergencies.  [6:  See NYCEM “After-Action Reportying: Best Practices,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/em/downloads/pdf/nyc_emergency_management_aar_hotwash_best_practices.pdf. ] 

This legislation would require NYCEM to publish after action reports following every emergency declaration that impacts the City. Such after action reports would provide detailed analysis of government operations before, during and following a specific emergency declaration and include recommendations for any operational adjustments to agency operations during subsequent emergency declarations.
e. Int. Nos. 1452, 1453, 1454, 1455
Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances (“PFAS”) are a group of chemicals that have been used in industry and consumer products since the 1940s.[footnoteRef:7]  PFAS substances break down very slowly in the environment, and can accumulate over time.[footnoteRef:8] Current research suggests that exposure to PFAS may be harmful to human health, including by increasing the risk of developing certain forms of cancer.[footnoteRef:9] In a number of areas across the country, drinking water was found to be contaminated with PFAS.[footnoteRef:10] Additionally, PFAS is generally used in firefighter gear, and at least one study revealed that exposure to heat and abrasion causes PFAS concentrations to increase on textiles.[footnoteRef:11] [7:  United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Our Current Understanding of the Human Health and Environmental Risks of PFAS, available at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/our-current-understanding-human-health-and-environmental-risks-pfas ]  [8:  National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS), available at https://www.niehs.nih.gov/health/topics/agents/pfc; see also U.S. EPA, Our Current Understanding of the Human Health and Environmental Risks of PFAS, available at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/our-current-understanding-human-health-and-environmental-risks-pfas. ]  [9:  Id.]  [10:  Environmental Working Group, Mapping the PFAS contamination crisis: New data show 9,323 sites with PFAS in 50 states, the District of Columbia and four territories (last updated June 12, 2025), available at: https://www.ewg.org/interactive-maps/pfas_contamination/ ]  [11:  U.S. Department of Commerce National Institute of Standards and Technology, Wear and Tear May Cause Firefighter Gear to Release More ‘Forever Chemicals’ (January 16, 2024) available at: https://www.nist.gov/news-events/news/2024/01/wear-and-tear-may-cause-firefighter-gear-release-more-forever-chemicals ] 

Federal, state, and local actions have been taken to address PFAS contamination and exposure. The Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) has established maximum contaminant levels (“MCLs”) for PFAS in drinking water,[footnoteRef:12] and New York State has enforceable MCLs for PFAS, and regularly monitors levels, along with other contaminants, in drinking water.[footnoteRef:13] New York City’s Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”) tests drinking water multiple times each day, including for PFAS.[footnoteRef:14]  [12:  EPA, Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) Final PFAS National Primary Drinking Water Regulation (last updated May 21, 2025) available at: https://www.epa.gov/sdwa/and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfas.]  [13:  New York State Department of Health, Public Water Systems and Drinking Water Standards for PFAS and Other Emerging Contaminants, available at: https://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/water/drinking/emerging_pfas_publicwater.htm ]  [14:  NYC Environmental Protection, Testimony of NYC Department of Environmental Protection Commissioner Rohit T. Aggarwala (Nov. 2024), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/dep/news/112124/testimony-nyc-department-environmental-protection-commissioner-rohit-t-aggarwala#:~:text=We%20do%20not%20have%20a,(MCLs)%20for%20drinking%20water. ] 

Federal law also requires the EPA to publish guidance regarding the destruction and disposal of PFAS substances and materials containing PFAS substances.[footnoteRef:15] Such recommendations include the use of landfills, underground injection, and thermal treatment.[footnoteRef:16]  Under Environmental Conservation Law (ECL) § 37-0107, the New York State Legislature has prohibited the release of hazardous substances into the environment in a manner that contravenes the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation’s (“DEC”) regulations. PFAS chemicals are listed as hazardous substances under DEC regulations, and the DEC regulations prohibit the spills and release of such substances.[footnoteRef:17]  [15:  15 U.S.C.A. § 8961; United States Environmental Protection Agency, Interim Guidance on the Destruction and Disposal of Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances and Materials Containing Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances—Version 2 (2024), https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-04/2024-interim-guidance-on-pfas-destruction-and-disposal.pdf  (last visited Aug. 18, 2025). See United States Environmental Protection Agency, 2024 Interim Guidance on the Destruction and Disposal of PFAS Fact Sheet, https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-04/fact-sheet-epa-pfas-destruction-and-disposal_0.pdf (last visited Aug. 18, 2025).]  [16:  Id. ]  [17:  Administrative Code § 37-0103; 6 NYCRR §§ 597.3. 597.4.] 

Finally, the New York State Legislature has addressed the use, sale and distribution of firefighter bunker gear containing PFAS under General Business Law (GBL) § 391-u. The law prohibits manufacturing, selling or distributing bunker gear to which PFAS has been intentionally added or that contains PFAS at or above a level established by DEC pursuant to regulation that will commence on January, 2028 or later.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  N.Y. GBL § 391-u (added through chapter 58 of the laws of 2025); section five of part SS of chapter 58 of the laws of 2025.] 

Int. No. 1452 would require the Fire Commissioner to provide written notice to employees regarding any firefighting personal protective equipment that the Commissioner knows, or reasonably should know, contains PFAS. This bill would also require that, starting in 2028, the Department provide employees with firefighting personal protective equipment that does not contain intentionally added PFAS and does not contain PFAS at or above the level set by the DEC. 
Int. No. 1453 would require FDNY to establish a three-year program to collect, exchange and dispose of firefighting personal protective equipment issued to Department employees before January 1, 2028. The Department would exchange the collected equipment for equipment that does not contain intentionally added PFAS chemicals, and does not contain PFAS at or above the level established by the DEC. Further, DEP and the Department of Sanitation (“DSNY”) would be required to dispose of collected equipment in a manner consistent with federal and state guidelines and laws. 
Int. No. 1454 would require FDNY, in conjunction with DEP, to test drinking water from all fixtures used for drinking water in firehouses to determine the levels of PFAS chemicals present. If elevated levels of PFAS chemicals are detected, FDNY would be responsible for remediation of such contamination. 
Int. No. 1455 would require FDNY, and the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, to establish a program to provide PFAS screenings for firefighters.
































































Int. No. 1140

By Council Members Ariola, Brannan, Banks, Menin, Zhuang, Holden, Hanks, Schulman, Marte, Brooks-Powers, Williams, Hudson, Morano, Marmorato, Paladino and Vernikov

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to annual reporting on firehouse vehicles, equipment and supplies
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 15 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 15-151 to read as follows:
§ 15-151 Report on firehouse inventory. a. Report. No later than 1 year after the effective date of the local law that added this section, and annually thereafter, the commissioner shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council, and post on the department’s website, a report regarding firehouse vehicles, equipment and supplies. In addition to any reporting required pursuant to section 1110-a of the charter, the report shall include the following information for each firehouse:
1. An inventory of all vehicles, equipment and supplies, including an assessment of the condition of all vehicles and equipment; 
2. Projected future needs for new vehicles, equipment and supplies, including estimated costs;
3. Projected future needs for maintenance of existing vehicles and equipment, including estimated costs;
4. The date of the most recent maintenance undertaken, for all vehicles and equipment; and
5. Any future maintenance needed, and an estimated date of completion of such maintenance, for all vehicles and equipment. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.   









































Int. No. 1229

By Council Members Ariola, Banks, Menin, Narcisse, Holden, Hanks, Schulman, Marte, Zhuang, Brooks-Powers, Williams, Hudson, Paladino, Morano and Vernikov

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reporting on emergency medical services units 
..Body
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 15 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 15-151 to read as follows:

§ 15-151 Report on emergency medical services units. a. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Emergency medical services station. The term “emergency medical services station” has the same meaning as set forth in section 15-137.
Emergency medical services unit. The term “emergency medical services unit” has the same meaning as set forth in section 15-137.
b. Report. No later than 6 months after the effective date of the local law that added this section, and annually thereafter, the commissioner shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council, and post on the department’s website, a report regarding emergency medical services units. Such report shall include the following information for each day of the preceding calendar year, subdivided by emergency medical services unit type and emergency medical services station:
1. The total number of emergency medical service units; and
2. The total number of emergency medical services units that are unable to respond to an emergency call, disaggregated by the reason for such inability. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately. 




































Int. No. 1243

By Council Members Salamanca, Ariola and Banks

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating uniform emergency response maps for city properties
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 30 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 30-117 to read as follows:

§ 30-117 Uniform emergency response maps. a. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Approved mapping organization. The term “approved mapping organization” means an entity approved by the commissioner pursuant to subdivision e of this section to prepare and verify uniform emergency response maps.
Authorized agency. The term “authorized agency” means a city, state, or federal agency or office authorized by the commissioner pursuant to subdivision d of this section to access and use the uniform emergency response maps.
City property. The term “city property” means real property, including buildings and structures thereon, leased as lessee or owned by the city that serves a city governmental purpose over which the city has operational control.
Designated city property. The term “designated city property” means city property, or a portion thereof, designated for compliance with this section by the commissioner pursuant to subdivision c of this section.
Uniform emergency response map. The term “uniform emergency response map” means a map required by this section and includes the data underlying such map unless otherwise expressly indicated.
b. 1. When promulgating rules or otherwise taking action under this section, the commissioner shall consult, to the extent practicable, with the fire department, the police department, the department of citywide administrative services, and any other relevant agency. Each such agency or office shall cooperate with the commissioner as necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.
2. The commissioner may consult with and engage such external technical experts as the commissioner deems necessary and appropriate to carry out the requirements of this section.
c. 1. By no later than 1 year after the effective date of the local law that added this section, and from time to time thereafter, the commissioner shall designate city properties for compliance with this section and establish timeframes for achieving such compliance.
2. The commissioner shall, to the extent practicable, ensure that, by no later than 2 years after the effective date of the local law that added this section, all city properties have become designated city properties and have complied with the requirements of this section except as provided in paragraphs 3 and 4 of this subdivision.
3. The commissioner may exempt city property from compliance with this section if the commissioner determines that, based upon the location, use, or occupancy of such property or other factors prescribed by the commissioner, compliance with this section would be impracticable or unduly burdensome and public safety would not be substantially jeopardized if such property did not comply with this section. The commissioner may at any time thereafter rescind such exemption and designate such property in accordance with paragraph 1 of this subdivision.
4. For real property that becomes a city property on or after July 1, 2026, the commissioner shall, to the extent practicable, ensure that such property becomes a designated city building and complies with this section within one year after becoming a city property unless such property is exempted pursuant to paragraph 3 of this subdivision.
d. The commissioner shall authorize the office of emergency management, the fire department, the police department, the New York state police, the United States federal bureau of investigation, and such other city, state, or federal public safety agencies or offices as the commissioner determines to be appropriate, to access and use the uniform emergency response maps.
e. The commissioner shall approve organizations to serve as approved mapping organizations, provided that an organization shall not be so approved unless the organization shows to the satisfaction of the commissioner that it: 
1. Has for at least 6 years been in the business of preparing and verifying indoor emergency response maps that are similar to the uniform emergency response maps required by this section; and
2. Has prepared and verified indoor emergency response maps similar to the uniform emergency response maps required by this section for at least 15,000 properties, including at least one property in the city.
f. All work relating to the preparation and verification of uniform emergency response maps by an approved mapping organization shall be done by individuals who are directly employed by such organization and who have undergone a background check performed by or on behalf of such organization.
g. For each designated city property, the agency to which such property is assigned as identified pursuant to section 4-208 shall ensure that a uniform emergency response map is prepared in accordance with this section.
h. The uniform emergency response map for a designated city property shall comply with requirements that the commissioner shall prescribe by rule. In addition to any other requirements that the commissioner determines to be necessary and appropriate, such rules shall require that such map:
1. Be prepared and maintained in formats that:
(a) Conform to and integrate with emergency response software platforms and other applicable technology platforms used by the authorized agencies in public safety answering systems, operations centers, real-time crime centers, vehicle devices, and mobile devices;
(b) Allow each such agency to use such platforms to access, view, share, and, where applicable, print such map without requiring such agency to purchase additional hardware or software or pay a fee for viewing, accessing, sharing, or printing such map; provided that the requirements of this paragraph shall not be considered satisfied if such map can only be accessed, viewed, shared, or printed through a web browser; and
(c) Does not allow subsequent modifications or updates to such map except in accordance with subdivision i of this section;
2. Be verified for accuracy in a manner prescribed by the commissioner, provided that such verification shall include an onsite inspection and complete walkthrough of the designated city property by the approved mapping organization;
3. Be oriented to true north;
4. Include a gridded overlay with an xy-coordinate system and, for each floor of each building or structure on such property, include z-axis elevation data;
5. Include accurate floor plans overlaid on current aerial imagery of such property, verified by the approved mapping organization;
6. Include site-specific labeling identifying elements physically located on or at such property, including room labels, hallway names, external door or stairwell numbers, and the location of hazards, key utility locations, key boxes, automated external defibrillators, and trauma kits;
7. Include site-specific labeling identifying the layout and surrounds of such property, including alleyways, sidewalks, parking areas, and surrounding roads, parks, and other notable infrastructure; and
8. Include relevant contextual information about such property that may assist in an emergency, including, for each building or structure on such property, the building information number, age of the structure, number of floors, number of elevators, approximate occupancy, and geospatial coordinates.
i. The commissioner shall by rule establish procedures for updating or otherwise modifying a uniform emergency response map, provided that such rules shall ensure that:
1. Such updates or modifications are uniformly made to such map wherever they may be stored or accessed such that, at all relevant times, authorized agencies shall have access to the most current and accurate version thereof without requiring such agencies to pay any fee therefor; and
2. All previous versions of such map are clearly identified as such and remain perpetually available to authorized agencies without requiring such agencies to pay any fee therefor.
§ 2. This local law shall take effect immediately.



























Int. No. 1300

By Council Members Ariola, Louis, Holden, Menin, Brooks-Powers, Lee, Feliz, Hanks, Schulman, Marte, Zhuang, Williams, Hudson, Paladino, Morano and Vernikov

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to after action reports following emergency declarations
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
	Section 1. Title 30 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 30-117 to read as follows:
§ 30-117 Emergency after action reports. a. Definitions.  For the purposes of this local law, the following terms have the following meanings:
	After action report.  The term “after action report” means a report that provides detailed analysis of government operations before, during and following a specific emergency declaration, and contains recommendations for adjustments to agency operations during subsequent emergency declarations as appropriate.   
	Emergency declaration.  The term “emergency declaration” means any state of emergency declared by the mayor or any state disaster emergency declared by the governor that include any part of city of New York. 
	b. Within 6 months of the expiration of any emergency declaration that applies to the city, the office, in consultation with any agency or office that served a role in the city’s response to such emergency, shall publish an after action report on its website.  Such after action report shall include, but not be limited to, the following information: 1. a description of the emergency declaration, how the city was impacted, and an accounting of all agency actions taken in response to the emergency declaration; 2. a comparison of what occurred in response to the emergency declaration to any established emergency plans or protocols, including identifying gaps, overlaps and conflicts within agency operations; 3. an assessment of participating agency performance in responding to the emergency declaration, including evaluating agency capabilities and operations; and 4. recommendations for any steps that can be taken to increase preparedness and response to similar future emergency declarations. 
	§ 2. The office shall publish on its website an after action report for all emergency declarations, as such terms are defined in section 30-117 of the administrative code of the city of New York, that occurred during the 10 years prior to the enactment of this local law. 
	§3. This local law takes effect immediately upon enactment.















Int. No. 1452

By Council Member Ariola

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notice and provision to fire department personnel of firefighting personal protective equipment containing perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:





22


1

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 15 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 15-151 to read as follows:
§ 15-151 Notice regarding and provision of firefighting personal protective equipment. a. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Firefighting personal protective equipment. The term “firefighting personal protective equipment” means any clothing designed, intended, or marketed to be worn by firefighting personnel in the performance of their duties, for use in firefighting and rescue activities, including but not limited to jackets, pants, shoes, gloves, helmets, and respiratory equipment.
Intentionally added chemical. The term “intentionally added chemical” means a chemical in a product that serves an intended function or technical effect in the product or product component, including but not limited to perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances within intentionally added chemicals and perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances that are intentional breakdown products of an added chemical that also have a functional or technical effect in the product or product component.
Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances. The term “perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances” means a class of fluorinated organic chemicals containing at least one fully fluorinated carbon.
Personnel order. The term “personnel order” means an official bulletin issued by the commissioner that provides information pertaining to employees of the department, including but not limited to changes in duty, promotions, disciplinary actions, retirements, and deaths. 
b. Notice. Beginning no later than 90 days after the effective date of this subdivision, the commissioner shall, when providing firefighting personal protective equipment that the commissioner knows or reasonably should know contains perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances to an employee of the department, provide written notice to such employee that such equipment contains perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances.
c. Provision. To the maximum extent practicable as determined by the commissioner, the commissioner shall only provide to employees of the department any component of firefighting personal protective equipment that the commissioner knows:
1. Does not contain perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances as intentionally added chemicals; and
2. Does not contain perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances at or above the level established by the department of environmental conservation by regulation pursuant to paragraph (c) of subdivision 5 of section 391-u of the general business law, as added by chapter 58 of the laws of 2025. 
d. Compliance. The commissioner shall list each instance of the commissioner’s failure to comply with subdivision b or c of this section in each personnel order issued subsequent to such failure, until the commissioner takes corrective action by: (i) providing written notice to an employee of the department that personal protective equipment such employee received contains perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, where such employee did not receive such notice at the time of receiving such equipment in violation of subdivision b of this section; or (ii) providing a component of personal protective equipment to an employee of the department that does not contain perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances in accordance with paragraphs 1 and 2 of subdivision c of this section, where such employee previously received such component in violation of such subdivision.    
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately, except that subdivision c of section 15-151 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by this local law, takes effect on January 1, 2028, or on a different date prescribed by the New York state legislature for commencement of the prohibition set forth in paragraph (c) of subdivision 5 of section 391-u of the general business law with respect to any particular component of firefighting personal protective equipment. 
















































Int. No. 1453

By Council Member Ariola

..Title
A Local Law in relation to a collection, exchange, and disposal program for firefighting personal protective equipment containing perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances and reporting on such program
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

30

Section 1. Collection, exchange, and disposal program for firefighting personal protective equipment containing perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances. a. Definitions. For purposes of this local law, the following terms have the following meanings:
Agency. The term “agency” has the same meaning as set forth in section 1150 of the New York city charter.
Firefighting personal protective equipment. The term “firefighting personal protective equipment” means any clothing designed, intended, or marketed to be worn by firefighting personnel in the performance of their duties, for use in firefighting and rescue activities, including but not limited to jackets, pants, shoes, gloves, helmets, and respiratory equipment.  
Intentionally added chemical. The term “intentionally added chemical” means a chemical in a product that serves an intended function or technical effect in the product or product component, including but not limited to perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances within intentionally added chemicals and perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances that are intentional breakdown products of an added chemical that also have a functional or technical effect in the product or product component.
Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances. The term “perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances” means a class of fluorinated organic chemicals containing at least one fully fluorinated carbon.
b. Program established. 1. Collection. The fire commissioner shall establish a program to collect firefighting personal protective equipment from employees of the fire department that was issued to them by the fire department prior to January 1, 2028. 
[bookmark: _Hlk206597870]2. Exchange. To the maximum extent practicable as determined by the fire commissioner, the fire commissioner shall ensure that an employee of the fire department that provides firefighting personal protective equipment for collection through the program established under this subdivision is able to exchange such equipment for firefighting personal protective equipment that the fire commissioner knows does not contain perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances as intentionally added chemicals and does not contain perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances at or above a level established by the department of environmental conservation by regulation pursuant to paragraph (c) of subdivision 5 of section 391-u of the general business law, as added by chapter 58 of the laws of 2025.
3. Disposal. The commissioner of environmental protection and the commissioner of sanitation shall, in coordination with the fire commissioner and any other relevant agency head, make efforts to dispose of firefighting personal protective equipment collected through the program established under this subdivision. In making such efforts, such agency heads shall:
(a) Consider the latest guidance on the destruction and disposal of perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances and materials containing perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances published pursuant to section 8961 of title 15 of the United States code;
(b) Consider any relevant requirements or prohibitions pertaining to disposal of perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances set forth in the environmental conservation law or regulations promulgated thereunder; and
(c) Make best efforts to consult with the department of environmental conservation and division of homeland security and emergency services on locations and methods for disposal.
c. Implementation. The program established under subdivision b of this section shall commence on January 1, 2028, or on a different date prescribed by the New York state legislature for commencement of the prohibition set forth in paragraph (c) of subdivision 5 of section 391-u of the general business law with respect to any particular component of firefighting personal protective equipment. The duration of such program shall be 3 years, with respect to any particular component of firefighting personal protective equipment.
d. Outreach campaign. The fire commissioner, in coordination with the commissioner of health and mental hygiene, commissioner of environmental protection, and commissioner of sanitation, shall conduct an outreach campaign to inform employees of the fire department about the program established under subdivision b of this section. Such campaign shall include in-person outreach and shall utilize, at a minimum, the websites of the fire department, department of health and mental hygiene, department of environmental protection, and department of sanitation; television; internet; print media; and subway and other public transportation advertisements. Such campaign shall commence and cease upon the commencement and cessation of the program established under subdivision b of this section, with respect to any particular component of firefighting personal protective equipment.
e. Report. No later than 1 year after the first commencement date of the program established under subdivision b of this section, and annually thereafter for the total duration of such program, the fire commissioner, in coordination with the commissioner of environmental protection, commissioner of sanitation, and any other agency head involved in the implementation of such program, shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council, and post on the websites of the involved agencies, a report regarding the firefighting personal protective equipment collected through such program. The report shall include, at a minimum, the following information for the previous 12 months:
1. The total number of components of firefighting personal protective equipment collected;
2. The types of components of firefighting personal protective equipment collected and the number of each type of component collected;
3. The remaining number of components of firefighting personal protective equipment issued to employees of the fire department prior to January 1, 2028 to be collected;
4. The number of instances in which an employee of the fire department attempted an exchange under paragraph 2 of subdivision b of this section and the number of instances in which such an exchange was accomplished; and
5. The number of components of firefighting personal protective equipment disposed of under paragraph 3 of subdivision b of this section and a summary of the methods used for such disposal.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately. 


Int. No. 1454

By Council Member Ariola

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to testing and remediating PFAS chemicals in firehouse drinking water 
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 15 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 15-151 to read as follows: 

§ 15-151 Testing and remediating PFAS chemicals in firehouse drinking water. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
[bookmark: _Hlk206586709]Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances. The term “perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances” means a class of fluorinated organic chemicals containing at least 1 fluorinated carbon atom.
PFAS chemicals. The term “PFAS chemicals” means any material containing perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances.
b. Testing. Once every 3 months, the commissioner, in conjunction with the department of environmental protection, shall test water from each fixture used for drinking water in each firehouse to determine the levels of PFAS chemicals present. Such testing shall be conducted using methods approved by the United States environmental protection agency. 
c. Remediation. Where test results indicate that PFAS chemical levels in drinking water exceed 4 parts per trillion, the department shall install and maintain water filtration systems to reduce PFAS contamination to 4 parts per trillion or less. 
d. Reporting. Once every 3 months, the commissioner shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council, and post on the department’s website, a report including, at minimum: 
1. A summary of PFAS chemical levels detected in firehouse drinking water pursuant to the testing required by subdivision b of this section; and 
2. A summary of progress made to remediate PFAS chemicals in firehouse drinking water pursuant to the requirements in subdivision c of this section. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 1 year after it becomes law.  


















Int. No. 1455

By Council Member Ariola

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a PFAS screening program for firefighters
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 15 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 15-151 to read as follows:
§ 15-151 PFAS chemicals exposure screening. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances. The term “perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances” means a class of fluorinated organic chemicals containing at least 1 fluorinated carbon atom.
PFAS chemicals. The term “PFAS chemicals” means any material containing perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances.
b. Exposure screenings. 1. The department, in conjunction with the department of health and mental hygiene, shall establish a program to provide screenings for firefighters to detect exposure to PFAS chemicals. Such program shall offer annual screenings for active firefighters and screenings every 2 years for retired firefighters.
2. The program shall include, at minimum:
(a) Blood tests to determine levels of exposure to PFAS chemicals;
(b) Screenings for cancers linked to PFAS chemical exposure;
(c) Kidney, liver, and thyroid function tests;
(d) Referrals to specialists as appropriate; and
(e) Education on the risks and possible harms of exposure to PFAS chemicals, to the extent those risks and harms are known.
c. Reporting. No later than 1 year after the effective date of the local law that added this section, and annually thereafter, the commissioner shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council, and post on the department’s website, a report regarding the PFAS chemicals screening program created by this section. Such report shall include, at minimum, the following:
1. The number of active duty and retired firefighters who have used the program;
2. The number of active duty and retired firefighters who are shown to have elevated levels of PFAS chemicals in their bloodstream, as compared to a resident who is not an active duty or retired firefighter; and
3. The number of active duty and retired firefighters who have diagnosed health issues that can be linked to exposure to PFAS chemicals as a result of their employment as a firefighter.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.

Res. No. 837

..Title
Resolution calling upon the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to install encased, alarmed, and publicly accessible fire extinguishers in MTA subway cars and stations
..Body

By Council Members Ariola, Narcisse, Brannan, Banks, Zhuang, Holden, Menin, Hanks, Schulman, Marte, Brooks-Powers, Williams, Paladino and Vernikov

Whereas, The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (“MTA” or the “Authority”) is the largest transportation system in North America, including 6,553 subway cars and 472 subway stations, and with a daily subway ridership of approximately 3.6 million people as of 2023; and
Whereas, The MTA subway system has a number of safety features in place to respond to incidents or emergencies, including illuminate “Help Points” in subway stations to connect customers directly to emergency personnel, emergency exit and brake pull systems on subway cars, and passenger emergency intercoms near the end of each subway car on certain subway trains; and
Whereas, According to the MTA, the Authority trains with local and national emergency response partners and regularly reviews their processes to ensure that they are keeping customers safe; and 
Whereas, On December 22, 2024, Debrina Kawam was the victim of a fatal burning attack after her clothing was set on fire on a stationary F train at the Coney Island-Stillwell Avenue station in Brooklyn; and
Whereas, Although police officers and transit workers attempted to save Debrina Kawam and put out the fire with a fire extinguisher, they were unable to save her life; and
Whereas, Passengers on the subway car and at the station where unable to access  a fire extinguisher to assist the victim because, according to the New York Post, fire extinguishers are only accessible to MTA workers in track tunnels and booths and are not accessible to the public on platforms or in subway cars; and
Whereas, Including encased fire extinguishers on MTA subway cars and in stations could allow members of the public to assist in putting out fires within the NYC subway system; and
Whereas, Installing alarms on encased fire extinguishers could further alert MTA employees to the use of a fire extinguisher and the potential of a fire within the subway system; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to install encased, alarmed, and publicly accessible fire extinguishers in MTA subway cars and stations.
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