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          1  COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

          2                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Welcome,

          3  everyone, to this hearing of the Public Safety

          4  Committee. We now have a quorum. We'll be voting out

          5  a resolution today expressing our solidarity with

          6  the people of Virginia Tech.

          7                 Today we stand in solidarity with the

          8  families and friends of those murdered at Virginia

          9  Tech, and the untold millions around the country who

         10  have been touched by this tragedy.

         11                 While this resolution is a small

         12  consolation compared to the enormity of the grief

         13  this incident has caused, my colleagues and I felt

         14  compelled to express our sympathy and outrage for

         15  the victims of this tragedy, many of whom live in

         16  the Tristate area.

         17                 As elected officials, our role

         18  sometimes required us to lead the public debate, but

         19  at other times, such as this, to merely be a

         20  reflection of the public mood, codifying the

         21  feelings and beliefs in a record that will be kept

         22  for centuries.

         23                 Today we mark this solemn occasion

         24  with a piece of legislation that honors those killed

         25  in this massacre and the heroics that emerged from
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          2  it. This resolution is more than a piece of paper

          3  signed by 51 politicians by the declaration of

          4  support offered on behalf of the millions of sad New

          5  Yorkers we represent.

          6                 Therefore, I believe this gesture,

          7  while small, is valuable and I'm proud to usher it

          8  through the City Council. Jim Gennaro also was the

          9  prime mover behind this resolution and expresses his

         10  support. He is unfortunately at a meeting that could

         11  not be changed.

         12                 We're joined today by Erik Dilan, Joe

         13  Addabbo, Jimmy Oddo, Hiram Monserrate, David Yassky.

         14  We do have a quorum, and I'd like to have the roll

         15  called on this. Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered

         17  Resolution.

         18                 Council Member Vallone.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Mr. Chair,

         24  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Of course.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: I want to

          3  thank you and your staff for calling this hearing

          4  today. You know, mindful that this event, this

          5  tragedy could have occurred anywhere, any

          6  University, really any school, so, again, our eyes

          7  are opened once again to what could happen, and we

          8  are hopeful that issues are raised by this tragedy

          9  are now being considered by schools throughout the

         10  country.

         11                 I vote aye, and I'd like to be listed

         12  as a sponsor, if I could. Thank you very much.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I vote aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         20  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         21  abstentions, preconsidered Resolution is adopted.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Okay, we're

         23  going to hold this vote open for as long as the

         24  rules allow us to hold it open for, and this meeting

         25  is adjourned. Thank you all for coming.
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          2                 (Subsequently Council Member Gentile,

          3  Council Member Garodnick, Council Member Foster and

          4  Council Member Gennaro voted aye. The vote now

          5  stands at ten in the affirmative, zero in the

          6  negative and no abstentions.)

          7                 (Hearing concluded at 11:15 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 23rd day of April 2007.
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