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ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:

Adds a new chapter to title 21-A
Introduction

On Monday, October 30, 2017, the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Daniel Dromm, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 461, sponsored by Council Member Vacca (by request of the Manhattan Borough President).  Representatives from the Department of Education (DOE), unions, parents, advocates, and other members of the public have been invited to testify.
Background

In 2015, the DOE announced the start of an annual free summer meals program for New York City (NYC) children and youth.
 The program offers breakfast and lunch during weekdays at specific locations in the City, which can be found using a mobile app.
 Some locations also offer meals on Saturdays and Sundays.
 Notably, children 18 and under do not have to attend DOE schools in order to be eligible.

Int. No. 461 - Bill Analysis
Section one of Int. No. 461 would provide the following definitions: "Summer meal" would mean any meal distributed by the DOE, or any city agency collaborating with the DOE, to children following the end of the current school year and prior to the beginning of the next school year. 
Section one of the bill would require the DOE, by June 1st of each year, to post and distribute information about the availability of summer meals, including where and when such meals are available and eligibility requirements for such meals.  The information would be required to be posted on DOE’s website, the website of any city agency collaborating with DOE to provide meals, and also distributed to council members, borough presidents, community boards, community education councils, parent associations, and parent teacher associations.

Section one of the bill would also require the DOE to make the information available in, at a minimum, the top six languages other than English spoken in NYC, based on United States census data.


Section two of the bill would provide that the law would take effect immediately.
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 Int. No. 461

By Council Members Vacca, Barron, Constantinides, Eugene, Johnson, Koo, Mendez, Cohen, Rodriguez, Rosenthal and the Public Advocate (Ms. James) (by request of the Manhattan Borough President)  
  

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to information regarding summer meals.
 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Title 21-A of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new chapter 3 to read as follows:  
Chapter 3
Information Regarding Summer Meals
§ 21-952 Information regarding summer meals. a. For the purposes of this section "summer meal" means any meal distributed by the New York city department of education, or any city agency collaborating with the New York city department of education, to children following the end of the current school year and prior to the beginning of the next school year.
b. Not later than June first, two thousand and fifteen, and annually not later than June first thereafter, the department shall make available information regarding summer meals including, but not limited to, locations where such meals will be available, the times and dates during which such meals will be available, and any guidelines regarding eligibility for such meals. Such information shall be:
1. posted on the website of the department of education, the website of any city agency collaborating with the department and the website of the 311 customer service center; and
2. disseminated to relevant council members, borough presidents, community boards, community education councils, parent associations, and parent teacher associations.
c. The department shall provide for translation of all information required under this section into, at a minimum, the top six languages other than English spoken by the population of the city of New York, as those languages are determined by the department of city planning, based on United States census data, and such languages as are relevant to summer meals.
§ 3. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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� See DOE Website, DOE Announces Start of Annual Free Summer Meals Program for All NYC Children and Youth, Jun. 24, 2015, available at � HYPERLINK "http://schools.nyc.gov/Offices/mediarelations/NewsandSpeeches/2014-2015/Free+Summer+Meails.htm" �http://schools.nyc.gov/Offices/mediarelations/NewsandSpeeches/2014-2015/Free+Summer+Meails.htm� (last visited Oct. 26, 2017).


� Id.


� DOE Website, Find a Summer Meals Program, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www1.nyc.gov/nyc-resources/service/4061/find-a-summer-meals-program" �http://www1.nyc.gov/nyc-resources/service/4061/find-a-summer-meals-program� (last visited Oct. 26, 2017).
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