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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: This is the

          3  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises from

          4  yesterday, and the one item on the agenda, which was

          5  laid over from yesterday, is Land Use No. 583 and

          6  584, N030489 ZRM and C030490 ZSM.

          7                 I understand that the attorney for

          8  the applicant is here and would like to make some

          9  additional testimony, so we open the public hearing

         10  aspect of this item.

         11                 And for the record, let me say I'm

         12  joined by my colleagues on the Committee, Melinda

         13  Katz, Mike McMahon and Christine Quinn.

         14                 MS. BERNARD: Good morning, Mr. Chair,

         15  members of the Subcommittee. My name is Adrienne

         16  Bernard, representing the applicant.

         17                 I'd like to request a technical

         18  amendment to the resolution. When this application

         19  was originally filed at City Planning, we were to

         20  have constructed the building on a merge zoning lot,

         21  which included two lots to the north of the property

         22  that we owned. That merger is not going to go

         23  forward, so I'd like to request that the resolution

         24  reflect the new configuration of the zoning lot, and

         25  that is just the property that we own, and what the
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          2  resolution would be changed to say is it would

          3  delete lot 49 and 1101 through 1102, and it would

          4  change the drawings that are going to be approved as

          5  part of the application from CP3 to CP3A, again

          6  changing the zoning lot to reflect the smaller,

          7  smaller size.

          8                 The revision date will be December

          9  2nd, 2003, and the second drawing which was CP4 will

         10  now be CP4A, again with a revision date of December

         11  2nd, 2003. Those drawings will reflect the smaller

         12  zoning lot and a reduction in the floor area of the

         13  building of approximately 7,500 square feet. That's

         14  it.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Chair, one

         17  quick question.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Council Member

         19  Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Excuse me? Hi.

         21  Just one question. Can you just state what the

         22  impact of this will be on the project's FAR?

         23                 MS. BERNARD: The FAR of the project

         24  will be reduced by 7,500 square feet.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: You said
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          2  reduced?

          3                 MS. BERNARD: Correct.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

          5  much.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: As I mentioned

          7  during yesterday's hearing, there has been a lot of

          8  negotiation going back and forth on this item, and

          9  I'm going to read into the record some of the things

         10  that now the application will be modified to

         11  include:

         12                 First of all, we will modify the

         13  application to make the changes that were just

         14  requested by the applicant, and we were also adding

         15  language that in the SoHo NoHo district eating and

         16  drinking establishments of any size as set forth in

         17  use group 6A and 12A are not permitted.

         18                 We also have some language,

         19                 "Whereas: The SoHo and NoHo

         20  communities of the City of New York have long been

         21  characterized by the strong association with the

         22  production and exhibition of the arts; and

         23                 Whereas: The encouragement of these

         24  historic uses in the SoHo and NoHo communities

         25  continue to be the policy of the City of New York;
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          2  and

          3                 Whereas: The proposed special permit

          4  text could be another tool by which such art-related

          5  neighborhood character would be encouraged."

          6                 Those will be the added modifications

          7  to this application, and before I ask Counsel to

          8  take the vote on this matter, I'd like to make a

          9  couple of comments.

         10                 During the discussions on this item,

         11  there has been some talk about them making some sort

         12  of donation to an arts group. One of the things that

         13  we in Land Use know has to be done whenever these

         14  issues come up is that any type of situation that

         15  occurs in this instance has to go directly to

         16  mitigate an impact that is identified in the

         17  environmental impact study or the CEQR review.

         18                 In this case, that is not the

         19  situation, and certainly we are not into

         20  entertaining any such discussion on this item. It is

         21  not appropriate. We recognize the fact that this was

         22  on everybody's good intentions to help out the

         23  community, however, it is certainly inappropriate

         24  and it is not under any sort of consideration by

         25  this Committee or the City Council.
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          2                 With that, the Chair recommends

          3  approval of the item based upon the modifications

          4  that I read earlier.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

          7                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          8  Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         11  Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         14  McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         17  at four in the affirmative, none in the negative and

         18  no abstentions, and refers to the full Land Use

         19  Committee.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you. That

         21  closes this meeting of the Subcommittee on Zoning

         22  and Franchises.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 10:00 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the
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         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by
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