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PROPOSED INT. NO. 234-A:                       
By Council Members Vacca, Chin, Dromm, Fidler, Foster, Koppell, Nelson, Rodriguez.
TITLE:
To amend the New York city charter, in relation to the taxi and limousine commission advisory board.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends section 19-154 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York. 
INTRODUCTION


On March 1, 2012, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 234-A.  This legislation would amend section 19-154 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York, which would create a single advisory board for the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission and replace the current four advisory boards.  Invitees include Commissioner David Yassky, New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”); and taxi industry and livery industry officials.  
BACKGROUND

The TLC was created in 1971 to handle the licensing and regulating of New York City’s medallion taxicabs, for-hire vehicles, commuter vans, paratransit vehicles (ambulettes) and luxury limousines.
  The TLC oversees nearly 50,000 vehicles, 100,000 drivers, and more than 13,000 medallion taxicabs and it also inspects the medallion taxicabs for safety and emissions and holds hearings regarding violations of its rules and regulations. 

Advisory Boards

Section 19-520 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York authorized the creation of several advisory boards to the TLC, a fifteen member advisory board, an advisory board for the transportation of the disabled, a livery advisory board, and an advisory board for drivers.
  The fifteen member advisory board is required to include one member representing the taxi industry, labor, the commissioner of transportation, the  commissioner  of  consumer  affairs, the police commissioner, the director of the bureau of franchises, owner-drivers of taxis, the coach and limousine  service  industry, the private livery industry, the chairperson of the consumer affairs committee and the finance committee of the council and five members of the general public, one from each of the boroughs of the city.

The advisory board for the transportation of persons with disabilities advises the TLC about fees, safety regulations and any other matters concerning wheelchair accessible vans and transportation services for the disabled.
 There are supposed to be fifteen board members who are appointed for two-year terms by the Mayor, on the recommendation of the Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities, and from each of the borough delegation of Council Members.
 The members of this board serve without compensation except for reasonable expenses incurred in the transportation to and from meetings of the board.

The livery advisory board advises the TLC about matters relating to the livery industry, including the preparation of rules and regulations for the class of for-hire vehicles commonly known as "liveries," for the owners and drivers thereof, and for livery vehicle base operators.
 The livery advisory board’s membership is limited to twenty members, who are appointed for two-year terms by the TLC Chairman.

The driver’s advisory board was created by Local Law 60 of 2003, which was signed into law on October 20, 2003 by Mayor Bloomberg.
 The driver advisory board advises the TLC on matters of safety, conditions of work, the fair enforcement of laws and rules governing drivers licensed by the TLC and to examine complaints by drivers.
 The driver’s advisory board is to be made up of fourteen members representing all categories of TLC licensed drivers and who are required to possess a valid driver's license and are in good standing with the TLC. Half the members within each category are appointed for two-year terms by the Speaker of the City Council and the other half are appointed by the mayor.
 Local Law 60 also required the driver’s advisory board to meet at least once every three months, unless the board determined otherwise. However, the advisory board cannot go more than six months without convening.
ANALYSIS

Section one of Proposed Int. 234-A would amend Section 19-520 of the administrative code of the city of New by amending subdivision a to delete the word “Boards” and replace it with the word “Board”. 
Subdivision a is also amended to require a TLC advisory board whose members be appointed for two-year terms by the mayor and the speaker of the council to enable the TLC to be kept aware of current views of all segments of the taxi industry and of the public and to be available to the TLC to provide the expertise of its members for the better administration of the TLC and service to the public.
Subdivision b is amended to require the advisory board to consist of thirteen members, including one member of the following groups, a taxi medallion owner who is not required by law to drive their taxi, a taxi medallion owner who is required by law to drive their taxi, an agent for those who lease taxi medallions, an individual who lends money to owners of taxi medallions, a taxi driver who does not own a taxi medallion, an advocate for the disability community, an advocate for taxi riders, an economist or other individual who works in the transportation industry and is not employed by a governmental entity, a commuter van owner, an owner of a luxury limousine business, an owner of a black car base station, a driver of a for-hire vehicle, and an owner of a for-hire vehicle base station. 

Subdivision b is also amended to delete the word “fifteen” and the phrase “representing the taxi industry, labor, the commissioner of transportation, the  commissioner  of  consumer  affairs, the police commissioner, the director of the bureau of franchises, owner-drivers of taxis, the coach and limousine  service  industry, the private livery industry, the chairperson of the consumer affairs committee and the finance committee of the council and five members of the general public, one from each of the boroughs of the city.” 

Proposed Int. 234-A also amends section 19-520 by deleting subdivision c, d, e and f of the section and creating a new subdivision c.  The new subdivision c of this section requires six of the members of the advisory committee be appointed by the speaker of the council and seven be appointed by the mayor all for two-year terms. None of the advisory board members can be an employee or staff member of the City Council or the TLC. The advisory board meets at least every three months, unless it determines otherwise. However, the board is required to meet at least once every six months.
The new subdivision c is also amended to delete the following “There shall be a drivers' advisory board to advise the commission on matters of safety, conditions of work and the fair enforcement of laws and rules governing drivers licensed  by the commission and to examine complaints about these matters solely to facilitate the board's ability to advise the commission. This board shall consist of fourteen members each of whom shall, at the time of appointment and thereafter, possess, for at least one year, a valid driver's license in good standing issued by the commission. The board shall be comprised of two taxicab lease drivers and two independent taxicab owner-operators, two for-hire vehicle fleet drivers and two independent for-hire vehicle operators, two black car drivers, two commuter van drivers and two paratransit drivers.”

Section two of Proposed Int. 234-A would provide that this local law take effect immediately.

Proposed Int. No. 234-A

By Council Members Vacca, Chin, Dromm, Fidler, Foster, Koppell, Nelson and Rodriguez 

..Title

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the New York city charter, in relation to the taxi and limousine commission advisory board.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Section 19-520 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:


§  19-520  Advisory [Boards] Board. a. Taxi and limousine commission advisory board.  There shall be an advisory board whose members shall be appointed for two-year terms by the mayor and the speaker of the council to enable the commission to be kept aware of current views of all segments of the taxi industry and of the public and to be available to the commission to provide the expertise of its members for the better administration of the commission and service to the public.


b.  The  advisory board shall consist of [fifteen] thirteen members, including at least one member of each [representing the taxi industry, labor, the commissioner of transportation, the  commissioner  of  consumer  affairs, the police commissioner, the director of the bureau of franchises, owner-drivers of taxis, the coach and limousine  service  industry, the private livery industry, the chairperson of the consumer affairs committee and the finance committee of the council and five members of the general public, one from each of the boroughs of the city.


c. Advisory board on transportation of the handicapped. There shall be an advisory board to advise the commission as to fees, safety regulations and any other matters concerning wheelchair accessible vans and handicapped transportation services.


d. This board shall consist of fifteen members to be appointed for two-year terms as follows: two, at least one of whom is handicapped, by the delegation of council members from each borough and five, at least three of whom are handicapped, by the mayor on recommendation of the director of the office for the handicapped. The members of this board shall serve without compensation except for reasonable expenses incurred in the transportation to and from meetings of said board.


e. Livery advisory board. There shall be a livery advisory board to consist of not more than twenty members to be appointed for two-year terms by the chairman to advise the commission concerning matters relating to the livery industry, including the preparation of rules and regulations for the class of for-hire vehicles commonly known as "liveries," for the owners and drivers thereof, and for livery vehicle base operators.


f.]  of the following groups: a taxi medallion owner who is not required by law to drive his or her taxi, a taxi medallion owner who is required by law to drive his or her taxi, an individual who acts as an agent for those who lease taxi medallions, an individual who lends money to owners of taxi medallions, a taxi driver who does not own a taxi medallion, an advocate for the disability community, an advocate for taxi riders, an economist or other individual who works in the transportation industry who is not employed by a governmental entity, a commuter van owner, an owner of a luxury limousine business, an owner of a black car base station, a driver of a for-hire vehicle, and an owner of a for-hire vehicle base station.

 
c. [There shall be a drivers' advisory board to advise the commission on matters of safety, conditions of work and the fair enforcement of laws and rules governing drivers licensed  by the commission and to examine complaints about these matters solely to facilitate the board's ability to advise the commission. This board shall consist of fourteen members each of whom shall, at the time of appointment and thereafter, possess, for at least one year, a valid  driver's license in good standing issued by the commission. The board shall be comprised of two taxicab lease drivers and two independent taxicab owner-operators, two for-hire vehicle fleet drivers and two independent for-hire vehicle operators, two black car drivers, two commuter van drivers and two paratransit drivers. Half] Six of the members [within each category] of the advisory committee set forth in subdivision b of this section shall be appointed by the speaker of the council and [half] seven shall be appointed by the mayor all for two-year terms, none of whom shall be an employee or staff member of the council or the commission. The board shall meet no less often than every three months, unless the board determines otherwise, but in no event shall the board meet less often than every six months.


§2. This local law shall take effect immediately.
� Information retrieved from � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/tlc" �www.nyc.gov/tlc� on February 29, 2012.


� Information retrieved from � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/tlc/html/about/about.shtml" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/tlc/html/about/about.shtml� on February 29, 2012.


� 


� Administrative Code of the City of New York §19-520 (b)


� Administrative Code of the City of New York §19-520 (c)


� Administrative Code of the City of New York §19-520 (d)


� Id.


� Administrative Code of the City of New York §19-520 (e)


� Id.


� Information retrieved from � HYPERLINK "http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=437879&GUID=2EBF30DB-4961-4BD0-8909-1BF3E3C97858&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=advisory+board" �http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=437879&GUID=2EBF30DB-4961-4BD0-8909-1BF3E3C97858&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=advisory+board� on February 29, 2012.


� Administrative Code of the City of New York §19-520 (f)


� Id.
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