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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Liu, I

          3  know you brought some special guests with you today.

          4  I hope they can come forward, and I would like you

          5  to introduce them for us, so that we can begin the

          6  ceremonial portion of this meeting.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Mr. Speaker, I'm

          8  very proud that we have been joined by distinguished

          9  members of the Korean American community. We are

         10  joined by Mr. Bae, who is the Chairman of United

         11  Korean Americans for America, and he is joined by

         12  Adam Kim, the Vice Chair, and Philip Uhn (phonetic),

         13  who is the Executive Director of United Korean

         14  Americans for America.

         15                 And we're also delighted to have Mr.

         16  Chin, Mr. Haq Yung Chin, who is the President of

         17  Korean Times, the largest newspaper in America in

         18  the Korean language.

         19                 We are here to give yellow ribbons to

         20  all Council members to symbolize the strong support

         21  of the Korean American community for America and to

         22  pray for the safe return of our troops who are now

         23  fighting to protect freedom and democracy across the

         24  sea, and many of them are actually Korean Americans,

         25  as well.
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          2                 So, I thank you for issuing this

          3  proclamation, Mr. Speaker.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: And at this point

          5  we'd like to ask the clerk to read the proclamation.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          7  of New York, Proclamation.

          8                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

          9  New York is pleased and proud to honor the United

         10  Korean Americans for America organization for

         11  demonstrating such exceptional commitment and

         12  support to our City and nation during this difficult

         13  time of war; and

         14                 WHEREAS: New York City is

         15  strengthened by the presence of individuals who

         16  exemplify the call to civic virtue, men and women of

         17  outstanding character that have enriched and

         18  enhanced all aspects of the community with their

         19  dedication and distinguished service; and

         20                 WHEREAS: Today, we honor all the

         21  dedicated and hard working men and women of the

         22  United Korean Americans For America (UKAFA)

         23  organization, a group of individuals who have

         24  demonstrated great concern for community and are

         25  truly worthy of out esteem; and
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          2                 WHEREAS: UKAFA began in February of

          3  this year in response to growing anti- American

          4  sentiment among Korean and Korean- Americans at home

          5  and abroad.  Shi Bae, President of UKAFA, formed the

          6  organization to express the opinions of many Korean

          7  Americans who strongly supported the United States

          8  and its objectives in North Korea; and

          9                 WHEREAS: Although the organization

         10  was originally formed with this in mind, the UKAFA

         11  has continued to increase in scope and purpose and

         12  has developed into a way for Korean- Americans to

         13  demonstrate their patriotism and loyalty to the

         14  United States; and

         15                 WHEREAS: To show support for the

         16  United States and American troops in Iraq, UKAFA has

         17  begun a Yellow Ribbon Campaign. It has already

         18  distributed thousands of yellow ribbons and America

         19  flag pins symbolizing a message of hope and prayer

         20  for the speedy return of our Armed Forces; and

         21                 WHEREAS: The heart and soul of any

         22  community has always been its loyal members who

         23  tirelessly and often anonymously donate their time

         24  and efforts to worthy causes.  The United Korean

         25  Americans for America epitomizes the call to
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          2  community service and it is with the deepest

          3  gratitude and admiration that we honor it today;

          4  now, therefore

          5                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York honors, United Korean- Americans

          7  for America and commends its members for exceptional

          8  service to our City and our nation.

          9                 Signed this 30th day of April in the

         10  year Two Thousand and Three by Gifford Miller,

         11  Speaker For The Entire Council, and John C. Liu,

         12  Council Member, 20th District, Queens.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Gentlemen, we are so

         14  honored to have you here with us, and to have the

         15  opportunity to honor with you the hard work of our

         16  troops and to join with you in prayer for their safe

         17  return.

         18                 First, we would like to ask Mr. Chin

         19  of the Korean Times to say a few words, as well.

         20                 MR. CHIN: Thank you. Honorable

         21  Speaker, and distinguished members of the City

         22  Council, and everyone present here today. On behalf

         23  of the Korean Times, I feel very privileged to be

         24  here today to express my gratitude to the City

         25  Council for proclaiming April as the Month of the
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          2  Yellow Ribbon Campaign. I'm very proud that the

          3  Korean community had initiated the Yellow Ribbon

          4  Campaign.

          5                 I'm also very much relieved that the

          6  war in Iraq has come to an early end, and hope that

          7  the soldiers will safely return to their loved ones.

          8                 I, as a proud Korean American,

          9  promise that the Korean Times will continue its

         10  effort for the gross unity and prosperity of

         11  America, land of immigration and land of

         12  opportunity.  Especially I'd like to thank City

         13  Councilman John Liu for arranging this momentous

         14  occasion.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         17                 And then I'd like to ask Mr. Kim, who

         18  is the vice chair of the United Korean Americans for

         19  America to say a few words as well.

         20                 MR. KIM: Speaker Gifford Miller, and

         21  honorable John Liu, Councilman. It is our pleasure

         22  to be here today.

         23                 And right after war we started Yellow

         24  Ribbon Campaign and first we started 3,000 and this

         25  support and all East Coast from Georgia to Chicago
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          2  to New England, we distributed about 100,000 ribbons

          3  throughout the east coast. And if my memory serves

          4  correctly, Abraham Lincoln says, "great thing about

          5  war is not a victory when it's ending."

          6                 Having said that, still we have a six

          7  MIS is missing and one pilot captain is missing from

          8  91. So, I ask everyone to pray for their return to

          9  America. And we are proud to be American, and God

         10  bless America.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Mr. Kim.

         12                 Thank you, all, very, very much for

         13  being here. We're truly honored to have you join us.

         14                 Council Member Martinez and Council

         15  Member Jackson, and Council Member Reyna.

         16                 I know we have some outstanding

         17  guests that are with us that we are very privileged

         18  to have the opportunity to honor, and Council Member

         19  Martinez, if you'd like to introduce our guests,

         20  that would be great.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         22  Mr. Speaker.

         23                 Today we are honoring El Colegio

         24  Dominicano De Periodistas, which is the college of

         25  media personnel from the Dominican Republic that are
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          2  here in the City of New York, and they vividly do

          3  their work of promoting not only the good things of

          4  the City of New York back to the Dominican Republic,

          5  but also promoting the work and the labor that many

          6  Dominican immigrants do on behalf of the City of New

          7  York, and today they are finalizing a month-long

          8  celebration in which they recognize the labor of the

          9  men and women in the media.

         10                 With me also, Council Member Reyna

         11  and Council Member Jackson, who is also the Council

         12  Member who represents Northern Manhattan, here to

         13  pay tribute to these wonderful men and women in the

         14  media.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         16                 If we could have the clerk read the

         17  proclamation?

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         19  of New York, Proclamation.

         20                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         21  New York is proud and pleased to honor El Colegio

         22  Dominicano de Periodistas, for its many

         23  contributions to the civic life of this community

         24  and of the City of New York; and

         25                 WHEREAS: El Colegio Dominicano de
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          2  Periodistas is a professional organization dedicated

          3  to advancing the professional development of its

          4  members and to preserving the inviolable principle

          5  of freedom of expression; and

          6                 WHEREAS: El Colegio Dominicano de

          7  Periodistas has approximately 100 affiliates in the

          8  New York and New Jersey area,

          9  and was incorporated by the home office in the

         10  Dominican Republic as a branch chapter on February

         11  27, 1997 with 2,346 members; and

         12                 WHEREAS: In New York, El Colegio

         13  works to promote networking among its members, and

         14  serves as both forum and advocate for their needs

         15  and interests; and

         16                 WHEREAS: El Colegio contributes to

         17  the community through a variety of communications

         18  workshops, as well as conferences and fora on

         19  community and professional issues; and

         20                 WHEREAS: The Board of the New York

         21  Branch Office of El Colegio Dominicano de

         22  Periodistas is composed of President Adalberto

         23  Dominguez, Vice- President Needa Adames,

         24  Organizational Secretary Mayra La Paz, Financial

         25  Secretary Anibal Paradis and Corresponding Secretary
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          2  Manual Amadis; and

          3                 WHEREAS: El Colegio Dominicano de

          4  Periodistas is an asset to the community and to the

          5  journalistic life of the City of New York; now,

          6  therefore

          7                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

          8  City of New York honors El Colegio Dominicano de

          9  Periodistas for its many achievements.

         10                 Signed this 30th day of April in the

         11  year Two Thousand and Three by Gifford Miller,

         12  Speaker For The Entire Council, Miguel Martinez,

         13  Council Member, 10th District, Manhattan, Diana

         14  Reyna, Council Member, 34th District, Brooklyn, and

         15  Robert Jackson, Council Member, 7th District,

         16  Manhattan.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations.

         18  We're so grateful that you're all here with us

         19  today, and we'd like to ask Alberto Domingis to say

         20  a few words on behalf of everyone. Thank you.

         21                 MR. DOMINGIS: (Council Member Reyna

         22  translating.) The College of Newspaper Reporters are

         23  here today. Thank you very much for this

         24  proclamation.

         25                 And we are here accepting this
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          2  proclamation, representing all men and women who

          3  contribute to the media channel in making sure that

          4  all communications of the work that is achieved here

          5  in New York City is transferred back to our country.

          6                 We would like to especially

          7  graciously thank our Speaker, Speaker Miller, our

          8  Council members, Miguel Martinez, Diana Reyna, and

          9  all the Council members in this body for the work

         10  you do, for the information you give us to

         11  disseminate to all in New York City, as well as all

         12  Latin America. Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: We also

         14  presented some of our outstanding members of the

         15  body with some citation from the Council, and I

         16  would just ask for one other individual to say a few

         17  words. Nasadio Rivera.

         18                 MR. RIVERA: Well, it is very

         19  important for the members to maybe recognize the

         20  work that we are doing, and on behalf of the members

         21  of the Dominican media and the community of

         22  Washington Heights, we want the members of the

         23  Council to keep in mind that it's very important

         24  that we are going through the worst, the most

         25  difficult time in this City's existence, and you'll
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          2  have to make difficult decisions and choices, but as

          3  long as the decisions and choices you make will

          4  benefit the majority of the people, God knows that

          5  you are doing the right thing.

          6                 (In Spanish.) Thank you.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all for

          8  being here. Thank you. It's a great honor for us.

          9  Thank you.

         10                 My colleagues, my friends, this is a

         11  great honor for all of us.

         12                 Today we are honoring a constituent

         13  of mine, a born Bronxite, a great New Yorker, and a

         14  man who recently did something that I think very few

         15  people would have I bet originally predicted that

         16  you would be able to do. He produced the movie

         17  Chicago, and has brought for us to bask in the glow

         18  of his phenomenally well-deserved oscar, Marty

         19  Richards. But I think it's important to note that

         20  today we're honoring Marty not just because of his

         21  phenomenal achievements on the film Chicago, but for

         22  all of his work over many, many years of

         23  contributing to what makes New York City great,

         24  through theater and through film, to really reflect

         25  the great opportunity that this City gives to so
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          2  many people, to take advantage of that opportunity

          3  and to give it back to so many New Yorkers through

          4  so much pleasure and business and economic

          5  development and everything for this City. We are so

          6  honored that you're here today, and so at this point

          7  I'd like to ask the clerk to read this proclamation

          8  for Mr. Richards.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         10  of New York, Proclamation.

         11                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         12  New York is pleased and proud to honor Marty

         13  Richards for his outstanding contributions to our

         14  country; and

         15                 WHEREAS: Marty Richards is one of our

         16  most respected and successful theater and film

         17  producers.  He has used his prodigious talents to

         18  create a legacy of important work that has both

         19  enriched and informed contemporary culture; and

         20                 WHEREAS: Mr. Richards sits at the

         21  helm of The Producers Circle, a film and theatrical

         22  production company he founded with his late wife

         23  Mary Lea Johnson in 1976.  His creative vision and

         24  professionalism have helped The Producers Circle

         25  become one of our country's preeminent production

                                                            16

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  companies, and has given us such theatrical gems as

          3  Sweeney Todd, Crimes of the Heart, and Chicago; and

          4                 WHEREAS: Marty Richards' productions

          5  have received thirty- six Tony Awards, The Pulitzer

          6  Prize, seven Outer Critic Circle Awards, and two New

          7  York Drama Critics Awards.  In recognition of his

          8  extraordinary contributions to our City, Mr.

          9  Richards was appointed as a member of The Trust for

         10  Cultural Resources of the City of New York in 1997;

         11  he currently serves as a member of the Mayor's

         12  Advisory Council for Theatre; and

         13                 WHEREAS: Marty Richards' work in film

         14  is equally impressive, his productions include The

         15  Boys From Brazil, The Shining, Fort Apache, The

         16  Bronx and the cinematic dazzler Chicago, which

         17  recently won six Academy Awards, including Best

         18  Picture; and

         19                 WHEREAS: Marty Richards has also made

         20  service to others a matter of personal priority and

         21  has generously given his energy and love to a number

         22  of worthwhile causes.  He serves on the President's

         23  Council for the Gay Men's Health Crisis and is on

         24  the Board of Directors of Broadway Cares/ Equity

         25  Fights AIDS.  In 1994, in memory of his wife, he
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          2  established the Mary Lea Johnson Richards Institute

          3  at NYU Medical Center and, one year later, he co-

          4  founded the Children's Advocacy Center of Manhattan;

          5  and

          6                 WHEREAS: Whether producing hits for

          7  the stage and screen, or volunteering his time to

          8  helping those in need, Marty Richards exemplifies

          9  the humanitarian spirit of care and compassion in

         10  everything that he does.  He is a true friend of our

         11  City and is worthy of the esteem and gratitude of

         12  all New Yorkers; now, therefore

         13                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         14  City of New York honors Marty Richards for his

         15  distinguished contributions to our City, State and

         16  nation.

         17                 Signed this 30th day of April in the

         18  year Two Thousand and Three by Gifford Miller,

         19  Speaker For The Entire Council.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Marty, we're so

         21  honored that you're here. I never thought I'd get to

         22  hold one of these, and I'm pretty confident this is

         23  the last time. But we're so honored that you're here

         24  and we'd love it if you'd share a few words with us.

         25                 MR. RICHARDS: First of all, I'm
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          2  overwhelmed and honored by this, Mr. Speaker, and by

          3  the Councilmen of the City of New York. I must also

          4  tell you that he's only been out twice. I took him

          5  to the hospital to visit a group of doctors who were

          6  good to me that wanted to meet him, and I thought

          7  what better place than here, because without the men

          8  that are serving, and I hope to be home soon. I

          9  would never have had the opportunity to get up there

         10  and get the Oscar.

         11                 I am so proud. I'm proud of being a

         12  New Yorker, I'm proud of being a Bronxite, and it's

         13  wonderful meeting you all, and if there's anything I

         14  could ever do with the City community of the

         15  theater, I know they like me, please just call on

         16  me. I thank you.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         18                 In recognition of your Bronx

         19  heritage, we're going to let the Majority Leader of

         20  Bronx say a few words.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Marty, I just

         22  want to state that you do serve as a role model to a

         23  lot of Bronxites that are aspired to be someone

         24  similar as you are.

         25                 We want to say we're very grateful
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          2  for everything that you've done for the entire City,

          3  and that you have produced for our nation. Thank you

          4  very much.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you

          6  so much.

          7                 MR. RICHARDS: And thank you, Neo

          8  Marin, for Brooklyn.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Way to go, Brooklyn.

         10                 I know we have a number of people

         11  from the Hispanic Federation and we're very honored

         12  to have you all here. Thank you so much. And Council

         13  Member Lopez, do you want to introduce the -- do you

         14  want to say a few words of introduction as well?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes. Today here

         16  we have in the celebration of the dedication by the

         17  City Council to the day of the Latino children, and

         18  in order for us to confirm that dedication, we have

         19  decided to give the proclamation to the Hispanic

         20  Federation to simplify the issues that we're talking

         21  about. We want to call the attention to the

         22  following fact: They believe in the City that 71

         23  percent of children of Latino descent are born in

         24  poverty. Seventy-one percent of children of Latino

         25  descent today in New York City are born in poverty.
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          2  And declaring the day of the Latino children by the

          3  City Council, we're trying to begin and enhance and

          4  attract attention to this fact and to this reality

          5  that must change.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          7                 And if we could ask the clerk to read

          8  the proclamation.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         10  of New York, Proclamation.

         11                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         12  New York is pleased and proud to join distinguished

         13  members of the Hispanic Federation for their

         14  outstanding contribution to the well-being of our

         15  children, and to declare April 30th, 2003 as "Latino

         16  Children Day" in the City of New York; and

         17                 WHEREAS: The Hispanic Federation is a

         18  firm believer in providing our children with the

         19  brightest and most expansive futures possible, and

         20  is one of our City's most important benefactors; and

         21                 WHEREAS: Founded in 1990, the

         22  Hispanic Federation is a membership organization of

         23  76 Latino health and human services agencies in the

         24  tri- state area.  Its mission is to strengthen,

         25  support, and develop institutions that advance the
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          2  quality of life for Latino New Yorkers; and

          3                 WHEREAS: As one of the leading

          4  advocates for Latino children in our City, the

          5  Hispanic Federation has joined forces with the

          6  National Latino Children's Institute to recognize

          7  April 30th, 2003 as "El Dia de los Ninos,

          8  Celebrating Young Americans"; and

          9                 WHEREAS: As part of the celebrations

         10  for this important day, the Hispanic Federation is

         11  sponsoring 5 events organized by member agencies in

         12  NYC. From theatre plays and dance recitals to book

         13  readings and arts and crafts programs, "El Dia de

         14  los Ninos" promises to be a uniquely important

         15  moment in our City, providing our children with

         16  educational and cultural activities aimed at

         17  promoting their overall well- being; and

         18                 WHEREAS: Today, we honor the Hispanic

         19  Federation and commend all the hard- working and

         20  dedicated men and women whose contributions have

         21  enriched our City immeasurably; now, therefore

         22                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         23  City of New York honors, The Hispanic Federation for

         24  its dedicated service to our City and our children,

         25  and declares April 30th, 2003 as "Latino Children's
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          2  Day" in the City of New York.

          3                 Signed this 30th day of April in the

          4  year Two Thousand Three by Gifford Miller, Speaker

          5  For The Entire Council, Margarita Lopez, Council

          6  Member, 2nd District, Maria Baez, Council Member,

          7  14th District, Jose Serrano, Council Member, 17th

          8  District, Erik Martin- Dilan, Council Member, 37th

          9  District, Diana Reyna, Council Member, 34th

         10  District, Miguel Martinez, Council Member, 10th

         11  District, Joel Rivera, Council Member, 15th

         12  District, Pedro Espada, Council Member, 18th

         13  District, Sara Gonzalez, Council Member, 38th

         14  District, and Hiram Monserrate, Council Member, 21st

         15  District.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so honored.

         17  Thank you so much for being here.

         18                 I just want to note that not only is

         19  this Latino's Children's Day, but it is also my

         20  younger son's first birthday. It's a very special

         21  day for me. Thank you.

         22                 Lilian Rodriguez Lopez is here from

         23  the Hispanic Federation who would like to say a few

         24  words on behalf of the federation.

         25                 Thank you for all your hard work.
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          2                 MS. RODRIGUEZ LOPEZ: I just want to

          3  thank everyone on the Council, particularly Speaker

          4  Miller. This is so wonderful, we will name your

          5  youngest child honorary Latino. So, April 30th.

          6                 And I mean, I have all of the

          7  wonderful Council members here that continue to be

          8  supportive of the federation, Margarita, Joel,

          9  Sarah, Erik, I mean this is just absolutely

         10  marvelous. We feel that there is no more important

         11  cause than supporting and working on behalf of our

         12  children, and there is some very special federal

         13  legislation that people always talk about "leave no

         14  children behind," what I want to say is that in New

         15  York City, in the New York City Council, every day

         16  we leave no child behind. That's the work that we do

         17  and that's the work that you support. So we are so

         18  proud and so happy, and we have a corporate sponsor

         19  here, Health Plus, nothing that we do is possible

         20  without the relationships that we have, not only in

         21  the Council but also in the corporate sector. So, I

         22  want to thank Health Plus very much, and Mr. Roland

         23  Garcia for being with us.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you so much.

         25  Thank you.
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          2                 Thank you. We have one more. I just

          3  want to note that Lilian just told me that Lorraine

          4  Cortez Vazquez is the head of the Hispanic

          5  Corporation, is in Puerto Rico, in Vieques

          6  celebrating what is a great day for the Puerto Rican

          7  community as well, of course with the United States,

          8  the decommissioning at Vieques, a tremendous victory

          9  for the Latino community and Puerto Rican community,

         10  as well.

         11                 Okay. Finally, our final honoree

         12  today is the Reverend Hermes Caraballo.

         13                 Reverend. There he is. And we also

         14  have Earl Brown of the Bronx Borough President's

         15  Office. The Deputy Borough President.

         16                 Joe is here. Bring up your whole

         17  family.

         18                 Reverend, we're so honored to have

         19  you with us, we know your good exceptional work on

         20  behalf of the City and this country in general, and

         21  we know that you're going to be doing the invocation

         22  for us and we're grateful for that, as well, and

         23  we'd like to begin by having Council Member Baez say

         24  a few words as well.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Madeline
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          2  Provenzano. I just want to take this opportunity to

          3  thank our Speaker Gifford Miller, and my colleagues

          4  for joining myself and my other colleagues in

          5  honoring what I consider to be a true hero in the

          6  Bronx, and that's the Pastor who goes way and beyond

          7  the call of duty, has been a friend to all of us.

          8  And Pastor, when I say that you are a hero, you

          9  certainly are a hero. Thank you very much.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: We can ask the Clerk

         11  to read the proclamation.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         13  of New York, Proclamation.

         14                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         15  New York is pleased and proud to honor Rev. Hermes

         16  M. Caraballo for his dynamic and inspiring

         17  leadership in the Bronx community; and

         18                 WHEREAS: Reverend Hermes M. Caraballo

         19  exemplifies all that is best in people: Deep

         20  compassion and generosity; the development of one's

         21  spirit and talents in order to better serve others;

         22  a tireless devotion to our children; and a

         23  commitment to the ideals, issues and concerns that

         24  most forcefully strengthen the community in which

         25  one works and lives; and
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          2                 WHEREAS: Rev. Caraballo was born in

          3  Ponce Puerto Rico and is the son of Hermes L.

          4  Caraballo, a pioneer of Puerto Rican leadership in

          5  New York.  Rev. Caraballo is a man of true

          6  conviction, a selfless advocate and activist with an

          7  impressive list of accomplishments in Human Services

          8  and Community Affairs, an area in which he has

          9  served for thirty- five years; and

         10                 WHEREAS: Rev. Caraballo has also

         11  served as a pastor and a chaplain, and has been a

         12  member of the Bronx Borough President's staff since

         13  1994.  He is currently Director of the Office of

         14  Faith Based and Community Initiatives of Bronx

         15  Borough President Adolfo Carrion, Jr.; and

         16                 WHEREAS: Throughout the years, Rev.

         17  Caraballo has established himself as a stellar

         18  educator, activist and contributor to the community

         19  of faith.  He currently serves as Pastor of Grace

         20  Tabernacle in the Bronx and is clergy liaison to the

         21  NYPD.  His active role in two of our nation's

         22  largest Faith Based Drug Rehabilitation Centers,

         23  Teen Challenge and New Life for Girls, has helped

         24  each increase in strength and purpose; and

         25                 WHEREAS: Rev. Hermes M. Caraballo is
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          2  a true man of the people and has dedicated himself

          3  to helping others improve and increase the spiritual

          4  dimension of their lives.  His commitment to caring

          5  for all those in need, regardless of circumstance or

          6  condition, has helped him to become a guiding light

          7  and force for progress in his community and a figure

          8  of inspiration and hope to people of all ages; and

          9                 WHEREAS: Rev. Hermes M. Caraballo has

         10  provided spiritual uplift and has been a bedrock of

         11  moral guidance and instruction for thousands; he is

         12  married to his loving and supportive wife Rosa and

         13  they have two daughters, Ruth and Tirzah;

         14  now,therefore

         15                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         16  City of New York honors Reverend Hermes M. Caraballo

         17  for years of dedicated service to his church, the

         18  City and the Bronx community.

         19                 Signed this 30th day of April in the

         20  year Two Thousand Three by Gifford Miller, Speaker

         21  For The Entire Council, Maria Baez, Council Member,

         22  14th District, Bronx, and Joel Rivera, Council

         23  Member, 15th District, Bronx.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: I know that the Chair

         25  of the Bronx Delegation, Madeline Provenzano, also
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          2  wants to say a few words, Chairwoman Provenzano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you,

          4  Mr. Speaker.

          5                 It's really a privilege to be here

          6  with Hermes to present him with this proclamation.

          7  He's just like always been there for all of us,

          8  whatever help we need, whether it be campaigning,

          9  work in the district, but the best thing about him

         10  is.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Campaigning, did

         12  you say?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes. Which

         14  we may never get a chance to do again, Phil Reed.

         15                 But the best thing about him is when

         16  he tells you that he's praying for you and says God

         17  bless you, because we all need his prayers and we

         18  all know that when he tells us that it's with his

         19  heart.

         20                 So, I'm really honored to be honoring

         21  you today. Thank you.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so grateful

         23  that you are here and we are honored by your

         24  presence and we would be very pleased if you would

         25  grace us with a few words.
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          2                 REVEREND CARABALLO: I want to thank

          3  the City Council and the Bronx Delegation and my

          4  friends in the rest of the City.

          5                 I don't know how to say thanks. I

          6  wish my pops was here. Because he's the one that

          7  lead me into this experience. And I understood the

          8  need to be part of a process. But I want to take

          9  this time to thank the people from my church, the

         10  people, the pastors who are here from other, from

         11  other churches in the Borough of the Bronx, all the

         12  guys and my childhood friends Joe Rythia, we've been

         13  friends since I can remember. But more than that I

         14  want to thank the Councilwoman and the delegation

         15  who honored me, and I can't understand why, because

         16  what I've done I've done because it's in my heart.

         17                 But I do ask that we always be

         18  mindful that there are other people hurting, other

         19  people in trouble, and we need to always advocate

         20  for justice and my role has been to speak truth to

         21  justice.

         22                 So, thank you so much for this honor,

         23  and in memory of my dad, I accept it with honor and

         24  with much respect.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all very

          3  much. And congratulations to your family, and we're

          4  glad that you're also here with us.

          5                 For those of you who think you're

          6  seeing something you're not, you have a great

          7  American and a great New Yorker her. Natanie

          8  Archibald is here, dropped by today. We'll have

          9  everybody acknowledge him. We're so grateful he's

         10  joined us. Wish him the best of luck with his career

         11  as it goes forward.

         12                 Thank you for being here, Nat.

         13                 MR. ARCHIBALD: Thank you for having

         14  me. Thank you.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: So, we're graced by

         16  his presence. Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The meeting

         18  will be called to order, please.

         19                 Roll call.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Present.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Presente'.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.
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          2                 Thank you for one of the better

          3  compliments I've received today. I'm here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

          6  present. All rise for the invocation. Delivered by

          7  Reverend Hermes M. Caraballo.

          8                 REVEREND CARABALLO: Eternal God, we

          9  come to you today asking you to give wisdom, clarity

         10  of thought, and speech to yours, whom you have

         11  selected to be leaders in our City; but I pray that

         12  you would remind them of the blessing they have, and

         13  of those that are not as blessed as we are.

         14                 During the deliberations and the

         15  discussions, help us, oh God, and help them to be

         16  able to do that which is just in your eyes for those

         17  that are hurting, for those that are in despair, and

         18  for those that are disenfranchised.

         19                 Lord, I know this is not an easy time

         20  for them, but, Lord, I ask you to give them

         21  character and strength to deal with things according

         22  to that which is right versus that which is

         23  expedient.

         24                 I ask your blessings. I ask that you

         25  give them peace in the process. And above all
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          2  things, Lord, I pray that you speak into their

          3  lives, into their mind, protect their families and

          4  their friends; that, Lord, even though we are in a

          5  season of developing a budget and developing

          6  strategies, that, Lord, those that are hurting are

          7  not forgotten in the process.

          8                 Again, I ask you to bless every

          9  leader. I ask you to strengthen their staff, Lord,

         10  the research that needs to be done, so everything is

         11  done clearly and honestly.

         12                 This time, this day, we honor you

         13  because you're our God. Protect the troops, protect

         14  the people that are hurting. We ask this in your

         15  Holy name, amen.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Baez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: A motion to

         19  spread the invocation in full.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         21  the Minutes.

         22                 Council Member Liu.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Madam Chair, I

         24  move to adopt the minutes of the Stated Meeting of

         25  March 26th, 2003, as printed.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 534.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Environmental

          6  Protection.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 535.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

          9  Elections.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 536.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 537 through M

         13  543.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: All referred to the

         15  Committee on Finance.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         17  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 544.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 545 through M

         21  573 on page six.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: All referred to the

         23  Committee on Transportation.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         25  and communications.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          4  Call-Ups.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 574.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a call-up

          7  vote.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 575.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a call-up

         10  vote.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I'm

         12  going to ask the clerk to call up all the items on

         13  the call-up vote.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present. Aye

          6  on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         24  And madam Public Advocate, may I ask for unanimous

         25  consent from the body to vote on all the coupled
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          2  general order calendar? I have to leave early today.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I will be

          5  voting aye on all coupled general orders, with the

          6  exception of Reso 806-A, which I will abstain; and

          7  Reso 825-A, which I will also abstain. Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         14  all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I vote aye

         23  on all Land Use items. And Madam Public Advocate, I

         24  ask permission to vote on the rest of the calendar.

         25  I have to leave.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you.

          4  I vote yes on all the other items. Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ:  Yes, with

          9  the permission of my colleagues, I have to leave the

         10  room and I want to vote aye on all the call-up and

         11  resolutions.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: By a vote of

         20  50 in the affirmative, all Land Use items are

         21  adopted.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: That's all

         24  general order that I want to vote aye on.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The vote
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          2  stands.

          3                 Communication from the Speaker.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, today

          5  we are adopting a number of resolutions which

          6  further our efforts in this Council to draw

          7  attention to the unfair treatment that this City has

          8  received at the hands of the State and the Federal

          9  Government for so many years. These resolutions

         10  together constitute a push for a fair share for New

         11  York City.

         12                 We realize that it's being done at

         13  the same time as the assembly and the senate are

         14  working together, to create a two-house budget at

         15  the state level, and we want to underscore that we

         16  are very appreciative of the efforts of the Senate

         17  and the Assembly to restore many of the cuts that

         18  would so devastate this City, particularly in

         19  education and health care, mental health, as our

         20  resolutions cover. These cuts that have been

         21  proposed by the Governor would truly devastate this

         22  City, economically as well as spiritually and

         23  morally and physically. These are truly very

         24  devastating cuts.

         25                 So, we are appreciative of the
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          2  efforts of the Assembly and the Senate to restore

          3  many of those cuts. We hope that they'll restore as

          4  many of them as possible, because we need that

          5  funding in order to be able to turn the City around

          6  and deal with our own fiscal crisis, and then

          7  secondly to be able to move forward, in terms of

          8  revenue for this City to be able to deal with its

          9  own fiscal problems. We certainly appreciate the

         10  efforts of the Senate and the Assembly to come to an

         11  agreement on providing some of that support for the

         12  City and we look forward to continuing those

         13  discussions and work together to try to provide for

         14  what is best, the best interests of this City and

         15  this State in general.

         16                 We are also handling a couple of

         17  important Land Use matters today. One, in

         18  particular, on the rezoning of parts of the Park

         19  Slope area, and I want to ask the Chair of the Land

         20  Use Committee, who has worked extremely hard with

         21  all of the Council Members, Council Member Gonzalez

         22  and DeBlasio and Yassky who were affected in this

         23  particular rezoning, to ask the Chair to say a few

         24  words about this.

         25                 But I'll just say that I think this
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          2  is an important step forward for the City because it

          3  represents a thoughtful rezoning that reflects the

          4  needs of this community, as well as acknowledging

          5  that part of the needs of that community is more

          6  affordable housing, and that's certainly true across

          7  this City and we hope to be working very closely

          8  with the Administration and with my colleagues here

          9  to make sure that affordable housing is front and

         10  center on this City's agenda for dealing with the

         11  rezonings and for expanding opportunities for New

         12  Yorkers to access something which is all too often

         13  beyond their means. So I want to thank the Chair for

         14  her leadership and ask her to say a few words on

         15  this subject.

         16                 Chairwoman Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Speaker, my colleagues.

         19                 Today in Park Slope, the Committee is

         20  suggesting a rezoning on 4th Avenue, it's an R8A and

         21  a downzoning on the side streets, on the low scale

         22  residential areas to preserve and enhance the

         23  neighborhood characteristics.

         24                 This obviously creates the

         25  opportunity for housing in that area that did not
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          2  exist before.

          3                 It also creates the opportunity for

          4  economic development and to help with the future of

          5  this City.

          6                 What makes this rezoning historical,

          7  my colleagues, is that an agreement was reached by

          8  the Speaker of the Council and the Administration,

          9  for the Administration to put in $6 million in order

         10  to create affordable housing on this site after the

         11  rezoning is completed.

         12                 This $6 million is going to be

         13  available to Park Slope and to the developers for

         14  the next five years. And with the $6 million we're

         15  estimated that we're going to create about $16

         16  million in private development funds that are going

         17  to be available for the development of this area.

         18                 As the Administration says, this is a

         19  model for the future. And what this Council and the

         20  Speaker has managed to do is to make affordable

         21  housing part of the discussion of the rezoning that

         22  has to go through our Council.

         23                 I think that's an important step. It

         24  is an important thing to note that the Council and

         25  the Administration have achieved this. I would like
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          2  to thank Chairman Avella on the Subcommittee and

          3  also Councilwoman Gonzalez, Council Members

          4  DeBlasio, and Yassky, for their leadership on this.

          5                 The other rezoning today. South

          6  Street Historic District. We are rezoning the

          7  majority of the South Street Historic District to

          8  C628. We're reducing the FAR for the South Street

          9  Historic District from ten to six.

         10                 I think it's important to note when

         11  Community Board 1, who was the applicant in this

         12  rezoning process first made this application, there

         13  was a deal with the previous Administration for 120

         14  feet limitation.

         15                 The Council should know that City

         16  Planning Commission sent it back to us with a

         17  suggestion of 170 feet.

         18                 We chose to reject that suggestion

         19  for various reasons, where it is, the other heighth

         20  of the buildings in the surrounding area, we are

         21  going to confirm 120 feet, which is appropriate for

         22  this area. I'd like to thank Alan Gerson for his

         23  leadership on that.

         24                 In general, my colleagues, today's

         25  calendar for Land Use has been a very difficult and
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          2  challenging place to come to.

          3                 I'd like to really thank the Land Use

          4  Division staff for all the work and leadership that

          5  they took.

          6                 I don't believe that we would be here

          7  today voting on this, were it not for the leadership

          8  of Gail and Chris and all of the staff in the Land

          9  Use Division. I'd like to give them my personal

         10  thank you.

         11                 Thank you, my colleagues.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         13  of General Orders.

         14                 Council Member Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         16  Madam Chair. I would just like to bring to the

         17  attention of my colleagues the Taxi and Limousine

         18  Commission appointments. I'm just concerned that

         19  when we make these appointments, I'm going to

         20  support it at this time, but when we make these

         21  appointments, that we be aware that this Taxi and

         22  Limousine Commission has only one Latino member on

         23  the Board, on the Commission, and no African

         24  Americans.

         25                 One African American was replaced.

                                                            50

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  And for the future when we're considering these, we

          3  should always consider diversity so that the Taxi

          4  and Limousine Commission can be reflective of the

          5  population that it is serving in New York City which

          6  is now 62 percent people of color.

          7                 So, while I'm voting yes on this, I

          8  think that in the future we need to take that into

          9  very serious consideration.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Yassky.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you. I

         13  am rising in support of the Land Use action on the

         14  rezoning of Park Slope.

         15                 I want to thank the Speaker and the

         16  Chair of Land Use Committee and Subcommittees,

         17  Subcommittee on Zoning, Chair Katz, Chair Avella,

         18  for their very hard work. I know that my colleagues

         19  Bill DeBlasio and Sarah Gonzalez are going to be

         20  making their own comments.

         21                 I just want to say this actually is a

         22  very important piece of business of the Council's

         23  undertaking today. The Mayor announced a few months

         24  ago a major housing initiative, this is the first

         25  part of that housing initiative that we are adopting
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          2  today.

          3                 The Mayor proposed eight rezonings,

          4  together we'll create some 60,000 new apartments.

          5  This is the first of the eight. I believe that the

          6  Mayor's plan was a terrific proposal, but needed, of

          7  course, improvement. I believe that we have improved

          8  it to some degree here today. As the rest of the

          9  Mayor's plan comes through the Council. I expect to,

         10  and I hope that the Council will continue to improve

         11  it. What we've accomplished today is devoting some

         12  additional financial resources toward affordable

         13  housing. What we have to continue to work on are

         14  improving the zoning tools so that we create some

         15  incentives in the zoning for affordable housing, and

         16  that will allow us to maximize the dollars and get

         17  the most out of the dollars we're spending.

         18                 But today I believe that the glass is

         19  certainly half full. We can work from here on in to

         20  fill the rest of the glass, and I, again, want to

         21  just thank the Speaker and the Chair's for their

         22  support.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member DeBlasio.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          3  Madam Advocate.

          4                 I want to just echo my colleague

          5  David Yassky.

          6                 First of all, there have been, there

          7  has been tremendous effort by so many folks, the

          8  Speaker, Melinda Katz, Tony Avella, Gail Benjamin,

          9  who is tireless and her tireless staff, and the

         10  staff of David and Sarah and myself all worked

         11  together for many, many days on this important

         12  issue.

         13                 I especially want to thank David

         14  Yassky and Sarah Gonzalez. This was a difficult

         15  issue to work on because we had a number of

         16  important goals, simultaneously blending together. A

         17  very positive preservation of the residential

         18  streets of our community, a very positive

         19  opportunity to create new housing along Fourth

         20  Avenue, but what we said throughout the process was

         21  let's not let an opportunity pass us by to maximize

         22  affordable housing. To get the absolute most

         23  affordable housing we can, which this City so

         24  desperately needs. And our neighborhood in

         25  particular has been losing affordable housing at a
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          2  steady rate for several decades now.

          3                 So, what we have been able to achieve

          4  together this time I think is a step forward for our

          5  community, and certainly sends a message that we

          6  always have to combine work on behalf of affordable

          7  housing to everything we do related to zoning.

          8                 I think that we also had an

          9  opportunity in this debate to look at very promising

         10  ideas related to zoning bonuses, and I hope that all

         11  of us in the Council will continue to develop those

         12  proposals.

         13                 We have other rezonings coming out

         14  quite soon. In those debates I think the idea that

         15  zoning bonuses should be front and center, they

         16  should look at every other conceivable method to

         17  achieve affordable housing. But the good news today

         18  is that working together with the Administration, we

         19  have at least begun a process of ensuring that this

         20  rezoning will also be a major step forward for

         21  affordable housing in the Park Slope Community.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Chair, I
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          2  would like to read into the record excerpts from a

          3  statement.

          4                 "There now is your insular city. It's

          5  extreme downtown is the battery. What do you see?

          6  Inlanders all, they come from lanes and alleys,

          7  streets, avenues, northeast, south and west, yet

          8  here they all unite."

          9                 As I'm sure everyone remembers, the

         10  author of these words Herman Mellville, it come from

         11  the text Moby Dick. The streets which we're talking

         12  about, the alleys or the streets which comprise the

         13  South Street Historical District. As Chair Katz

         14  pointed out in her remarks, that is the district

         15  which we will vote to save and to preserve for

         16  generations to come if this Council adopts the

         17  recommendations of the Land Use Committee.

         18                 Mr. Speaker, Chair Katz, Chair

         19  Avella, my colleagues, and Chris Collins and Gail

         20  Benjamin and the staff of the Land Use Committee, on

         21  behalf of my community, I thank you. This has been a

         22  torturous road for years. You probably can imagine

         23  the intense pressure we've all been under to give

         24  way for this Council I believe today will stand firm

         25  and preserve a jewel that not only belongs to
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          2  District 1, but to all of us. So, for generations,

          3  so Dillon, who is Eva's son who is here, and future

          4  generations can enjoy this historic treasure.

          5                 I just want to say in conclusion,

          6  this has been dream of the community immediately

          7  adjacent to the area. It is represented by many

          8  people here, but in particular Molly Sullivan. If

          9  you would stand. Who celebrated her 80th birthday

         10  last week, and this is a dream for her and for all

         11  of us, and on her behalf, and all of our community,

         12  I thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Brewer.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         16  much.

         17                 I just rise to congratulate those who

         18  worked on the 4th Avenue zoning and I'll be specific

         19  as to why.

         20                 On the West Side of Manhattan we have

         21  had inclusionary zoning for quite some time. And,

         22  yes, it does produce some affordable housing, but

         23  the cost is great. Sometimes you'll have a building

         24  that grows a lot more in its own height, and the

         25  inclusionary zoning is not inclusionary on-site.
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          2  It's off-site. And sometimes it's quite far away

          3  even if it's in the same community board.

          4                 So, our community board has been

          5  wrestling with this issue, and it's good to know

          6  that there's a possibility of much more discussion

          7  as we move toward the solution for Fourth Avenue.

          8  And the other concern is that if you are building

          9  the inclusionary off-site, then nobody is quite

         10  clear exactly what the bulk is that is really

         11  determined on-site that gets you the affordable

         12  housing.

         13                 There's a lot of challenges ahead and

         14  I look forward to sharing what we've learned on the

         15  West Side. Congratulations to all who worked on the

         16  Fourth Avenue. Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Lopez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

         20  Madam Chair.

         21                 I just want to call the attention to

         22  my colleagues to Reso 771, and to reconsider Reso

         23  838. And the reason I want to call the attention to

         24  my colleagues is for the following:

         25                 In the City of New York at a given
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          2  moment we have a series of psychiatric institutions

          3  that serve the severely mentally ill, and the mental

          4  illness community, in order to have a safe haven

          5  where they can be hospitalized in a given moment

          6  when they need it.

          7                 Slowly the State has been dismantling

          8  those facilities. One of the facilities that we have

          9  right now in the Bronx, who serve children who

         10  suffer from mental illness, is being proposed by the

         11  Governor of this State to be closed and dismantled.

         12  And to move the population that use their services,

         13  Upstate New York, where the parents of those

         14  children will have to travel over four hours to be

         15  able to visit their family member.

         16                 It is an outrage from the part of the

         17  Governor, to propose the closing of that facility.

         18  Another facility that the Governor is proposing to

         19  close is in Staten Island. The same thing again,

         20  another outrage. In this case this facility has been

         21  a leading investigating facility that has created

         22  medication and solutions to problems for people with

         23  mental illness.

         24                 Mr. Pataki, Mr. Governor, it's time

         25  for you to stop the short change that you give to
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          2  New York City.

          3                 Closing this facility will destroy

          4  the most important set of facilities that we have to

          5  serve the mentally ill. Be the Governor for all New

          6  Yorkers and not only some New Yorkers, New York

          7  deserves better. Do not close this facility.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         11  Madam Chair.

         12                 My colleagues and members of the

         13  audience, I rise today to support the two

         14  appointments to the Taxi and Limousine Commission.

         15                 Stanley Michels, the former City

         16  Council Member that has served the City of New York

         17  and more specifically the seventh Councilmanic

         18  District, which I now have the honor of

         19  representing, he served 24 years, and knowing that

         20  he is a life-long New Yorker, born and raised in New

         21  York City, and he has been so progressive on the

         22  City Council, I know that he will serve the people

         23  of New York City extremely well in his capacity as a

         24  member of the Taxi and Limousine Commission, and

         25  especially knowing his legal background and all of
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          2  the work he has done in our community, along with

          3  the Commissioner of Transportation, Iris Lowenstein

          4  (sic). Her father was a taxicab driver for over 30

          5  years, and if anyone knows what a taxidriver went

          6  through, she obviously does.

          7                 And I also rise to support the

          8  resolution keeping the Institute for Basic Research

          9  on Staten Island open. It's a premiere research

         10  institution. Dr. Nithia Chatagy, who is an executive

         11  Board member working for the union, has represented

         12  that facility for many years, and they're doing a

         13  great job as far as the mental retardation.

         14                 And also, Bronx Children Pysche

         15  Center in the Bronx and Bronx Psychiatric Center,

         16  Margarita Lopez talked about that, but at Bronx site

         17  center, I believe, or Bronx children, the only

         18  Hispanic Unit in the City of New York, and the

         19  population will have no place to go to where the

         20  primary language dealing with the mental illness is

         21  Hispanic.

         22                 So, I ask all of you to support these

         23  resolutions today. Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Gonzalez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Thank you,

          3  Madam Chair.

          4                 First of all, on the rezoning, Park

          5  Slope rezoning, I just want to say that I need to

          6  thank our Speaker, Speaker Miller, for all his

          7  advocacy and all his work, as well as Bill DeBlasio,

          8  my colleague, and David Yassky.

          9                 The staff, Gail Benjamin, and all the

         10  people that were named already, City Planning, HPD,

         11  I think it's a tremendous gesture from the

         12  Administration, Mayor Bloomberg, and it's time that

         13  this happened, and I feel very victorious today,

         14  because as much as we want to save firehouses, we

         15  want to save education cuts, and we want to do all

         16  of that, we cannot have people living in the

         17  Streets. We need to have dwellings for them and

         18  affordable dwellings because people cannot afford

         19  middle or high-income housing.

         20                 So, therefore, today I want to thank

         21  again the Administration, my colleagues. I also want

         22  to thank Diana Reyna, Lou Fidler, Council Member Lou

         23  Fidler, Erik Dilan, who have been very supportive

         24  for me during this process, and I feel really proud

         25  to be part of a team that make something happen. Now
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          2  we need to work on this commitment, this written

          3  commitment that we received, we need to follow up on

          4  it and I intend to do that and I thank you today.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate. I wish to add my voice to

          9  those who are supporting the Taxi and Limousine

         10  appointments of Stanley Michels and Iris Weinshall.

         11  She's a great Commissioner of Transportation. I know

         12  that she'll do an excellent job in excellent job in

         13  Taxi and Limousine, and I have a special affection

         14  for Stan Michels, as Councilman Jackson indicated,

         15  not only served this body for 24 years, he also also

         16  served as Chair of my Committee for nine years, and

         17  I'm proud to be his successor, and I'm so happy and

         18  glad that he's once again coming back to City

         19  government where he served so well for so many

         20  years. We look forward to many more years of great

         21  service from Stan Michels.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 First, I want to add my voice as

          4  Chairperson of the Brooklyn Delegation, thank the

          5  Speaker, Chairwoman Katz, the Land Use staff, and

          6  particularly my Brooklyn colleague, Sarah Gonzalez,

          7  David Yassky and Bill DeBlasio, for bringing $6

          8  million of affordable housing to Park Slope in

          9  Brooklyn.

         10                 You really can't understate how

         11  incredible an accomplishment that is.

         12                 Second, in our budget modification

         13  today, I wanted clear in this record that we are

         14  restoring funding the Borough President for seniors

         15  in their discretionary funding.

         16                 That's important because the

         17  Commissioner has indicated in FY '04, if we do that

         18  he's going to ignore it and put it in the general

         19  fund. I think it's very important that the

         20  Administration acknowledge that when we put money

         21  into the budget for a specific purpose, that it be

         22  spent for that purpose, and the record here needs to

         23  reflect that today.

         24                 Finally, regarding the series of

         25  resolutions that we are passing today falling upon
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          2  Albany to do the right thing for the budget.

          3                 Our Speaker has acknowledged, Shelly

          4  Silver and Joe Bruno, for taking the steps, I call

          5  them "baby steps," but for taking the steps to help

          6  this City and to give this City its fair share. That

          7  just calls into question, where is my Governor?

          8  Where's the Governor for this City? Why is he body

          9  blocking a commuter tax, and education aid

         10  restoration?

         11                 When is he going to do the right

         12  thing for this City of New York?

         13                 Governor, it's time for you to stand

         14  up and acknowledge that this City is part of the

         15  State of New York.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         19                 As Lou just said, we're not getting

         20  our fair share, and one of the best examples of that

         21  is something we're voting on today, the E-911

         22  surcharge. Since 1991 every person in this room who

         23  has had a cell phone has been paying a surcharge to

         24  Albany for them to enhance our 911 system and Albany

         25  has been taking that money and using it for the
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          2  State Troopers, a service that we do not use, and

          3  unfortunately that may have resulted in a tragedy in

          4  the Long Island Sound.

          5                 We do not wait for tragedies to act,

          6  however, here in the City Council, we introduced

          7  this resolution well before that, we're voting on it

          8  today and I'm proud of our leadership.

          9                 And speaking of leadership, I'd just

         10  like to take this opportunity to commend my

         11  colleague, John Liu, for his leadership regarding

         12  the MTA.

         13                 Apparently the City Council

         14  Chairperson of the Transportation Committee does

         15  know how to read a financial report. Good job, John.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate. There are many important

         20  issues in front of this body today, but as Council

         21  Member Lopez pointed out, we're also under her

         22  leadership putting forth two resolutions that will

         23  really provide for the neediest in all of our

         24  society, the children and the adults that are served

         25  by the Bronx Psychiatric Center, and the Staten
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          2  Island IBR Center, of which I'm very familiar with.

          3                 The Staten Island IBR Center is not

          4  only the leader in this country for doing research

          5  for mental illnesses, but also provides a very

          6  needed service for families from Staten Island and

          7  throughout the City of New York to help them deal

          8  with things like autism and mental retardation, and

          9  Alzheimer's Disease, and in a way and in a passion

         10  so eloquently put forth by Council Member Fidler, it

         11  is time for the Governor of this State to realize he

         12  not only represents the City of New York, but he

         13  represents each and every New Yorker irrespective of

         14  their wealth, their origin, their ability or

         15  disability, and it's time and I'm proud that these

         16  resolutions are going forward, and I thank Council

         17  Member Lopez and her staff for working with us to

         18  get the Staten Island measure included in here as

         19  well.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No more?

         22                 Let's move on. Report of Special

         23  Committees.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of
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          2  Standing Committees?

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Report of the

          4  Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries, and

          5  International Intergroup Relations.

          6                 Intro. 52-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          8  over.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         10  Committee on Education.

         11                 Preconsidered Reso 826.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         15  Committee on Finance.

         16                 Preconsidered M 544, and companion

         17  Reso 848.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         21  LU 424 and companion Reso 849.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         24  LU 425 and companion Reso 850.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Health.

          4                 Reso 806-A.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          6  on the General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          8  Reso 825.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Land Use.

         12                 LU 340 and companion Reso 851.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 357 and

         16  companion Reso 852.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 367 and

         19  companion Reso 853.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 395 and

         22  companion Reso 854.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 403.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Modifications and
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          2  refer to City Planning Commission.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 404 and

          4  companion Reso 855.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

          6  Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 405 and

          8  companion Reso 856.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 412.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         12  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         13  Commission.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 418 and

         15  companion Reso 857.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Coupled.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 420 and

         20  companion Reso 858.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 421 and

         23  companion Reso 859.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the
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          2  Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation,

          3  Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disability Services.

          4                 Preconsidered Reso 838.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

          6  Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          8  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

          9                 M 506 and companion Reso 860.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         11  Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: 507 and

         13  companion Reso 861.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         16  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         17                 Preconsidered Reso 795.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         21  Resolution 843.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 11.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General
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          2  Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 193-A.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a General

          5  Order Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 771.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 391 and

          9  companion Reso 862.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 392 and

         12  companion Reso 863.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 393 and

         15  companion Reso 864.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         18  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  General Order Calendar.

         21                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         22  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         23  Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         20  all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Yes on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Pass.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all;

         25  except that I abstain on Resolutions 806-A and 825.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on all

         10  (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, may I be excused to briefly explain my

         20  vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Speaker,

         23  Chair Katz, Chair Avella, my colleagues, on behalf

         24  of the community of Lower Manhattan in the South

         25  Street Seaport area, I thank you for your leadership
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          2  and your support. When the history of the historic

          3  preservation movement is written, this will be an

          4  outstanding Chapter truly not only to vote in

          5  support of historic preservation, but an historic

          6  vote in and of itself.

          7                 To express the gratitude of our

          8  community, I also want to thank Council Member

          9  Quinn, my neighboring Council member, whose support

         10  from the very beginning has been indispensable.

         11                 To express the appreciation of our

         12  community, I have received permission from the

         13  Speaker to distribute to Council members an artistic

         14  rendition of the area which we have today voted to

         15  preserve via long-time neighboring artist, along

         16  with a South Street Seaport pin, I invite you all to

         17  come down and enjoy the area you have enabled

         18  generations to enjoy for years to come.

         19                 Madam Public Advocate, I vote aye on

         20  all. And with great gratitude to all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes on all, with

          3  the exception of Reso 806-A and preconsidered 825-A

          4  -- 825 on which I abstain.

          5                 If I may just say welcome back to my

          6  good colleague Stanley Michels, welcome back to City

          7  government, and best of luck.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I'd just like to say

         12  that I think it's a tremendous honor for me

         13  personally and for this Council generally to have

         14  the opportunity to call upon Stanley Michels to

         15  continue to serve the City after the many, many

         16  years of service that he gave to this City and this

         17  City Council. Thank you, Stanley for giving of

         18  yourself and your time again. And I vote aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         20  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         21  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         22  zero abstentions, with the exception of 806-A which

         23  was adopted by 47 in the affirmative and zero in the

         24  negative and three abstentions. And 825-A which was

         25  adopted 47 in the affirmative, zero in the negative
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          2  and three abstentions.

          3                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          5  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

          6  schedule.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          8  of Resolutions.

          9                 One-minute each.

         10                 Council Member Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: All right, I

         12  feel like a bit of a colza (phonetic) with the

         13  speaking time today.

         14                 On the Resolution Calendar I want to

         15  call everyone's attention in particular to Reso 798,

         16  799 and Resolution 800.

         17                 And in particular, Resolution 800.

         18  Resolution 800 commemorating Yom Hashoah, and a

         19  number of us have had an opportunity to speak in

         20  many events. On Yom Hashoah the question comes, why?

         21  Why do we do this every year? And I would point out

         22  to my colleagues, that while we still have living

         23  witnesses of the Holocaust, that day will soon come

         24  to an end, and so every year we need to reaffirm,

         25  especially in the face of those who would deny it,
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          2  that the Holocaust occurred, so that we could

          3  remember, so we could make sure for generations to

          4  come that it never, ever happens again.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council Member.

          7                 Council Member Nelson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Also adding to

          9  that, Hitler made a comment one time that if the Jew

         10  did not exist, he'd have to be invented. Just ponder

         11  that, my colleagues. There's a lot of intelligence

         12  in this room.

         13                 I'd like to also draw your attention

         14  to Israeli remembrance day to the soldiers who died

         15  and also, as well as, of course, as well as Israeli

         16  Independence Day as well.

         17                 And I don't have much time, I'm

         18  briefly going to touch upon Reso 795. I thank

         19  Speaker Miller, Majority Leader Rivera, this is

         20  commuter dues. 1.1 percent is not much to ask. It's

         21  a fair share. We need the Governor to come on with

         22  us. Shame on him for not, and robbing New York City

         23  all along. And when you were running, money was

         24  flowing like water, since you won you turned off the

         25  spigot, it's time to help New York City.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair.

          7                 I just wanted to continue to voice my

          8  serious concern about the exclusion of the

          9  Palestinian people and resolutions coming out of

         10  this City Council. So, I wanted to air my opinion

         11  and vote no for Resolution 798 and 799, and yes for

         12  Resolution 800, because I think everybody's

         13  Holocaust should be remembered, as should the

         14  killing of Palestinians in the Middle East as well.

         15                 So, I want to encourage this Council

         16  to please include Palestinians at some point,

         17  because their life is just as precious as anyone

         18  else's.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Sanders.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate. I also think that it is

         23  shameful that our Governor has not claimed New York

         24  City and I call upon them to remember that as a

         25  Governor of the entire state, he, too, has an
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          2  obligation, he took an oath to defend and protect

          3  the Constitution, and that does include the City of

          4  New York. So, please remember that.

          5                 I draw your attention to Introduction

          6  454, and Resolution 845. These have to do with

          7  ensuring that --

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me,

          9  Council Member, you're on the wrong part.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I see. Well,

         11  I made my point, and having done that, I yield the

         12  floor.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Brewer.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         16  much. I want to thank Council Member Sanders for his

         17  support of Resolution 744, which says "Buy New

         18  York." And this is particular to the software

         19  industry. It comes about because recently the Police

         20  Department actually in selling some items from drug

         21  dealers selected an on-line California company, and

         22  there are actually 17 companies in New York who

         23  could do the same, and they were not notified. So we

         24  are very sincere about Buy New York, and we want to

         25  push that in a resolution for the software industry.
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          2                 I also call your attention to 745-A,

          3  the Augusta National Golf Club, which discriminates

          4  against women, was the location of a very public

          5  internationally known master's golf tournament, and

          6  we saw CBS broadcasting as they will continue to do.

          7  The Augusta National Golf Club will continue to

          8  discriminate, unless we in this country stop it.

          9                 We want to at least make the City

         10  Council on record. Thank you very much.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Reed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

         14  Chair.

         15                 I rise today on resolution to honor

         16  the life and legend of Nina Simone, someone who we

         17  lost last week but was not lost to hundreds of

         18  thousands of people during the sixties and seventies

         19  in the struggle for civil rights. She put a voice to

         20  it and a passion that pushed us forward and created

         21  an ideal that many of us still believe in, as a

         22  performer, as an artist, as an advocate for human

         23  rights, she stands high above many, many people, and

         24  just in the travels that I've had this past week, I

         25  hear people constantly speaking about what it was

                                                            82

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  that she was saying that gave them thought and made

          3  them move forward. So, we've introduced this

          4  resolution, this resolution to honor her life and

          5  her legend.

          6                 Thank you. I respect that everybody

          7  will vote with us on that.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         10                 Council Member Liu.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you very

         12  much. I want to call my colleagues' attention to

         13  Resolution 653-A, which honors the achievements and

         14  contributions of Korean Americans to the United

         15  States over the past 100 years, and designating the

         16  Year 2003 as the Korean American Centennial.

         17                 And also to bring attention to

         18  Resolution 283-A which would designate the month of

         19  May to be Asian Pacific American Heritage Month in

         20  the City of New York that's coming up, and urge my

         21  colleagues to vote in favor of both of these

         22  resolutions, and also to note that on Friday, May

         23  2nd, this coming Friday, we will have a celebration

         24  in these Chambers to honor Asian Pacific American

         25  Heritage Month.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate. I want to bring my

          7  colleagues' attention to Resolution 746-A, which is

          8  up for adoption today.

          9                 One of the things that we applied

         10  ourselves on in this nation and in this City indeed

         11  is the equal meeting out of injustice. Well, there

         12  is an injustice that I think everyone has

         13  acknowledged and that is the rate of pay that

         14  assigned counsels who provide counsel to indigent

         15  defendants here in the City of New York are

         16  receiving.

         17                 Right now we are unable to move and

         18  expedite cases in our Family Courts and really

         19  provide adequate representation in those courts

         20  because our counsel, assigned counsel, 18-B panel,

         21  are really underpaid and overburdened. And, so, we

         22  are calling upon the State Legislature to adjust the

         23  rate for 18-B attorneys thereby providing adequate

         24  representation and justice for all. Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.
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          2                 Council Member Davis.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: I rise today to

          4  deal with Resolution 800. I'm so happy as an

          5  American commemorating Yom Hashoah, Holocaust

          6  Remembrance Day on April 29, 2003. I think this is

          7  important that we support.

          8                 Representing Crown Heights, which has

          9  a large Jewish constituency, and soon to represent

         10  Williamsburg, which also has a large Jewish

         11  Constituency, but when I think of the Holocaust,

         12  it's a terrible period in time. Yes, they were

         13  Jewish individuals who passed, but, you know, we

         14  should never forget the violence, we should never

         15  forget the evil that was done and perpetrated

         16  towards the Jewish people for the Holocaust during

         17  the time of Hitler. So, we stop, we say no to

         18  anti-Semetism across the board, in the future, the

         19  past, forever more, and it gives me honor to support

         20  this particular resolution, as I would support any

         21  resolution that speaks out against a wrong, whether

         22  it be slavery or Holocaust, support Resolution 800,

         23  Hashoah.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I rise today to talk about my

          5  Resolution 794 on water rates. But before that, I'm

          6  compelled to speak on Resolution 800 as well. Yom

          7  Hashoah. It was unfortunate that I spent my holy

          8  Saturday and Easter Sunday trying to console the

          9  victims of anti-Semetism in the Hillcrest area.

         10  There were incidences of swastikas being drawn in

         11  that peaceful community. The home of an Orthodox

         12  Jewish family was smeared with an epithet, with a

         13  swastika and also the words "All Jews Must Die,"

         14  telling us that for many of us the Holocaust, or the

         15  flames that gave rise to it in the first place still

         16  burn in people's hearts, and until those embers are

         17  finally put to rest once and for all, we can never

         18  rest. So we must always remember.

         19                 I'm very grateful to my colleague

         20  David Weprin for joining with me in putting up a

         21  $5,000 reward that will lead to the arrest of these

         22  hate criminals. I also urge people to support my

         23  resolution, which I didn't get a chance to speak

         24  out, Resolution 794, which calls for basic fairness

         25  in letting residents be able to challenge their
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          2  water bills six years after the fact, like every

          3  other utility.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I just wanted

          8  to rise to applaud the work of Council Members

          9  Brewer and Koppell, as it relates to the resolution

         10  or regarding the Augusta National Golf Championship.

         11  Not only is there the resolution that we're voting

         12  on today, but also through their work we've

         13  communicated with the National Golf Association, or

         14  I guess called the PGA, Professional Golf

         15  Association, as a Council. There was a press

         16  conference that was held which was covered on many

         17  sports pages in New York City and throughout the

         18  country, and I think this is an important part of an

         19  ongoing effort to make sure that PGA and other

         20  leaders in the golf industry respond to the

         21  discriminatory nature of hosting this tournament at

         22  Augusta and I just wanted to applaud both of their

         23  ongoing work on this matter.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No more?

         25  Let's proceed to the vote.
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          2                 Resolution 283-A.

          3                 Opposed?

          4                 Resolution is adopted.

          5                 Resolution 659.

          6                 Opposed?

          7                 Resolution is adopted.

          8                 Resolution 744.

          9                 Opposed?

         10                 Resolution is adopted.

         11                 Resolution 745-A.

         12                 Opposed?

         13                 Resolution adopted.

         14                 Resolution 746-A.

         15                 Opposed?

         16                 Resolution adopted.

         17                 Resolution 794.

         18                 Opposed?

         19                 Adopted.

         20                 Resolution 798.

         21                 Opposed?

         22                 Resolution 799.

         23                 Opposed?

         24                 Resolution adopted.

         25                 Resolution 800.
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          2                 Opposed?

          3                 Adopted.

          4                 Resolution 842.

          5                 Opposed?

          6                 Adopted.

          7                 General Discussion.

          8                 Councilman Rivera.

          9                 Excuse me. Council Member Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         11  Madam Chair. I just rise to say that during this

         12  budget crises we have to also include the Mayor. I

         13  know we always give the Mayor a ride on his

         14  inability to really join the City Council and go and

         15  support us for the revenues that we need.

         16                 Governor Pataki has continued to turn

         17  his back on this City and we need a fighter to

         18  support us in our revenue package and then if the

         19  revenues don't come down as needed, we need the

         20  Mayor to join us in doing the management, and

         21  efficiency cuts work better with the union to deal

         22  with the pain in this City.

         23                 So, while the Governor has refused to

         24  support this City on a level it needs, we are quick

         25  to point to the Governor, and we should. But we also
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          2  need to put pressure on the Mayor to support the

          3  City Council to join us in a joint revenue package,

          4  whether it's a PIT surcharge for the affluent or

          5  stock transfer or all of those taxes that affect

          6  affluent and have the affluent pay more.

          7                 And I think we should lift our voices

          8  loudly and vote against anything and oppose anything

          9  that increases the tuition hike of CUNY students.

         10  $950 is unacceptable. These are students who after

         11  they graduate spend ten years in this City and

         12  contribute billions to this economy. We need to get

         13  the Governor and the Mayor on track with support for

         14  CUNY. Thank you very much.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I draw my colleagues' attention to

         20  Reso 840.

         21                 This resolution will include a

         22  spouses income with a soldier's wages for exemption

         23  from taxation, while the soldier is serving in a

         24  combat zone.

         25                 Their financial difficulties are had
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          2  some times. Some of our personnel in the military

          3  are reservers who held high-paying positions or earn

          4  higher salaries in the private sector. To go to war

          5  greatly reduces the income needed to support a

          6  family, by including a spouse's income for exemption

          7  there will be a realized benefit less the taxes of

          8  approximately $600 for each month that a soldier

          9  serves in combat. We as a nation should try to help

         10  those families as much as we can when we ask so much

         11  of them.

         12                 I urge you to sign on to this Reso

         13  840. Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         17  Madam Chair.

         18                 My colleagues, many of you know that

         19  I've handed you flyers regarding the walk tomorrow

         20  morning from the Appellate Division Court in New

         21  York City to the Court of Appeals in Albany. I am

         22  walking with a lot of individuals, 150 miles,

         23  regarding the lawsuit that was filed ten years ago

         24  and the parties have spent $40 million to provide

         25  our children with the opportunity for a sound basic
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          2  education. That's all we're asking for.

          3                 So, I ask all my colleagues and

          4  friends and the members of the listening public to

          5  join me and Roger Green, when we start our walk

          6  tomorrow at 10:00 at 25th Street and Madison Avenue.

          7  And if you have any questions, please visit our

          8  website at cfequity.org.

          9                 And, finally, the budget, I ask

         10  everyone to reach out to their State Assemblymember,

         11  their State Senator and call the Governor, because

         12  we need help in New York City.

         13                 New York City is drowning and we need

         14  help from Albany to make ends meet. And we don't

         15  need to talk about the doomsday budget, but let me

         16  just say this to everyone: We cannot depend on the

         17  next person to pick up the phone. Each and every one

         18  of us must do that.

         19                 And about education, I'm glad we

         20  passed the resolution to restore the money, full

         21  funding of education that was cut by the State of

         22  New York, but locally here in New York City we must

         23  not cut one penny from education. Not one penny.

         24  Because if we do that, we're going to have to spend

         25  tens of thousands of dollars to incarcerate young
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          2  men and women that we fail to educate.

          3                 So, I ask all of you, when we're

          4  heading into the budget process, to think about

          5  that.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Baez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Thank you, Madam

         10  Public Advocate.

         11                 Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, as you

         12  know today was Senior Advocacy Day here at City

         13  Hall. When many of the seniors of this City

         14  expressed their concerns about cuts to their

         15  programs.

         16                 We at the City Council must do all we

         17  can to fight the closing of center centers, the

         18  elimination of Borough President funds, six day,

         19  weekend meals, and information and referral

         20  contracts.

         21                 I am sure we all agree that our

         22  seniors paved the way for us, and we owe it to them

         23  to do everything in our power to save funding for

         24  programs they depend on for their survival and

         25  quality of life.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you for

          6  calling on me.

          7                 I just want to make aware this

          8  Chambers that tomorrow is the most incredible

          9  victory that the people of Vieques have never

         10  experienced. Tomorrow the Navy leave Vieques, Puerto

         11  Rico, and that's a victory for the Puerto Rican

         12  people, but it's also a victory for the people of

         13  this Chambers.

         14                 Because in the Chambers, each and

         15  every one of the Council members who have been

         16  sitting in the seat here have supported the struggle

         17  of the people of Vieques to have justice for them.

         18                 Sixty-five years of injustice

         19  tomorrow will end, and we will see a new day for the

         20  people of Vieques.

         21                 As we see that new day, I have to

         22  remind people of the following thing: 60.6 percent

         23  of the total families of Vieques live on the poverty

         24  level. 82.4 percent of all children's, minors of

         25  five years old, live under poverty level. 64.2
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          2  percent of Vieques older than 16 years of age do not

          3  have a job. Twenty-eight percent have education less

          4  than ninth grade. And 2.6 have university grade

          5  level. That's the legacy that the Navy have give to

          6  Vieques.

          7                 United States have an obligation to

          8  clean the ecological disaster that they have created

          9  there and to bring economic development to the

         10  Island of Vieques. Let's not forget that and let's

         11  make sure that we pay back the sacrifices that the

         12  Vieques have done for this nation.

         13                 Long live Vieques, Puerto Rico

         14  without Navy of United States in land. Thank you

         15  very much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Sanders.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I absolutely

         19  agree with that. Madam Public Advocate, again I rise

         20  to draw attention to Introduction 454 and 845. This,

         21  of course, would tighten a loophole in the

         22  ammunition bill, in the ammunition laws concerning

         23  our nation, which have allowed certain youngsters to

         24  buy ammo. They may not buy guns, but they certainly

         25  can buy ammo and guns are almost useless without

                                                            95

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  ammo, as most of us in here know.

          3                 So, I'm calling your attention to

          4  this and requesting that you support me on this one.

          5  Thank you very much.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate, I'd like to bring to the

         10  attention of my colleagues two pieces of

         11  legislation, that introducing today with many of my

         12  colleagues, the first being Intro. 440, which brings

         13  into light the concept of an adopt a firehouse. As

         14  we all know, we are in the advent of crisis in the

         15  FDNY where the Mayor has now seen fit to ask that

         16  eight of our firehouses be closed. The whole

         17  discussion about private sponsorship of firehouses

         18  has met deaf ears. But indeed in the 21st century,

         19  we need to look at innovative ideas of ways that

         20  going forward we can truly develop the types of

         21  private/public partnerships that are truly within

         22  the public good. We ask you to look at the adopt a

         23  firehouse concept and consider being a sponsor.

         24                 And, finally, Resolution 829, which

         25  looks at Paycheck, the Paycheck Fairness Act
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          2  currently before the United States Senate and due

          3  for the signature of Governor Pataki.

          4                 Nearly 40 years after President

          5  Kennedy signed the Equal Pay Act into law, making it

          6  illegal for employers to pay unequal wages to men

          7  and women who hold the same job and do the same

          8  work, we still find a major disparity in the pay

          9  that people receive for their work. We're saying

         10  that we support legislation that strengthens the

         11  ability for the public to receive equal treatment

         12  and equal pay under the law. So, I ask that all of

         13  my colleagues join with us in sponsoring this

         14  resolution.

         15                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         16  Advocate.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         20  Public Advocate.

         21                 I just ask my colleagues to take a

         22  look at the legislation that I'm introducing today

         23  along with the Chair of the Health Committee,

         24  Council Member Quinn, and with the Public Advocate

         25  that essentially would ban the sale of ephedra
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          2  products or ephedra supplements in New York City.

          3                 Ephedra for all intents and purposes

          4  is speed. It has the same molecular structure as

          5  amphetamines and although the FDA right now

          6  considers it a dietary supplement, and does not

          7  regulate it, the federal government is on its way to

          8  regulating it. And what we want to do is open a

          9  second front in that battle and pass a bill much

         10  like our friends in Suffolk County did that would

         11  ban the sale.

         12                 I'm sure all our colleagues are

         13  familiar with the injuries and the deaths that have

         14  resulted from ephedra. I have a couple of products

         15  that I bought at my own gym earlier in the week, and

         16  these products have a stack of ephedra and caffeine

         17  and they are intended to be a stimulant, some

         18  products are a weight loss product and some are

         19  pre-workout drinks that you ingest.

         20                 I just want to thank the Chair of the

         21  Health Committee for her support on this. I want to

         22  thank publicly the Public Advocate who I joined in a

         23  press conference yesterday, along with a

         24  representative from Suffolk County who led the

         25  fight, and I just want to say to my colleagues that
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          2  the Public Advocate and I were warned by this

          3  legislator that we are running up against a big

          4  business and there was a -- there is a lot of money

          5  to be made in the supplement industry, it's a $17

          6  billion industry, and a lot of folks are worried

          7  about losing money and they came out pretending to

          8  be users and actually had a vested interest in

          9  ephedra. So, we can expect that, I think we're used

         10  to that in these chambers having folks come in and

         11  say they are someone who they really aren't. And I

         12  just want all of you, if you have an opportunity to

         13  look at that bill and sponsor it, if you can. Thank

         14  you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         16                 Council Member Davis.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Yes, I want to

         18  acknowledge Councilman Bill DeBlasio, Councilwoman

         19  Yvette Clarke, Councilwoman Charles Barron, and

         20  myself, James Davis, for we marched across the

         21  Brooklyn Bridge the other day as a protest to the

         22  closing of firehouses. There was a great rally in

         23  Brooklyn outside of Borough Hall. Our Borough

         24  President and other Council Members, Sarah Gonzalez,

         25  and just across the Board, and Councilpersons
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          2  outside the Borough of Brooklyn, we came out, we

          3  marched across the Brooklyn Bridge to send a clear

          4  message to the Mayor that closing firehouses is

          5  unacceptable. This Mayor must understand that it's

          6  unAmerican to close firehouses, it's a slap in the

          7  face of every fire officer, every fireman who gave

          8  his live on 9/11, to think about closing firehouses

          9  at this particular time. This Mayor, they are

         10  selling in the Parks Department, the Parks and

         11  Recreation, Benepe, Commissioner Benepe is selling

         12  Yankee Stadium seats upwards of $1,000 to raise

         13  money for Parks and Recreation, and refuses to take

         14  corporate money. It's ridiculous. That's outrageous

         15  to think to close firehouses.

         16                 In addition, it is lack of leadership

         17  on the part of Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg. President

         18  George Bush stood at the hallow place of Ground Zero

         19  and said that he would help rebuild New York City,

         20  and instead of helping to rebuild New York City,

         21  they are spending billions of dollars in rebuilding

         22  Bagdad and Iraq, while we here in the City of New

         23  York are talking about closing firehouses. I will

         24  not stand for it.

         25                 To date, my first 14, 15 months in
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          2  City Council has been very reserved, very

          3  mild-mannered, but if you think about closing

          4  firehouses, you are going to see a different side, a

          5  more progressive side. We will do all that is in our

          6  power to stop these firehouses from being closed,

          7  because we understand that lives must be protected,

          8  no life is short, every life must be protected, no

          9  New York City's life is cheap, City residents, we

         10  will stand up. Let's keep the firehouses open. I

         11  love you, and thank you for not cutting me off.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I want to draw your attention to Reso

         17  829. I commend my colleagues, Council Members Reyna,

         18  and Clarke for their resolution on behalf of the Pay

         19  Equity Act.

         20                 It is crucial that we do everything

         21  in our power to ensure that all individuals receive

         22  equal pay for performing work of comparable skills,

         23  efforts and responsibilities.

         24                 It is outrageous that in this day and

         25  age women still earn only 76 cents to every dollar
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          2  earned by a man. Because of this, a woman must work

          3  nearly seven days to earn what the average man will

          4  earn in only five days.

          5                 What this means is according to the

          6  National Community on pay equity, is that over a

          7  working lifetime, this wage gap cost the average

          8  American woman and her family an estimated $250,000

          9  in lost wages.

         10                 And the injustice doesn't end there.

         11  This wage gap impacts on the women's Social Security

         12  benefits and pensions, forcing her to the burden of

         13  wage discrimination, long after it stops working.

         14                 It is long overdue that the playing

         15  field be leveled, and this discriminatory practice

         16  be halted.

         17                 Thank you for listening to me. Thank

         18  you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         20                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         22  Madam Advocate.

         23                 Just two points: One following up on

         24  Council Member Lopez. This is a very historic day,

         25  not just for the people of Puerto Rico, but for all
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          2  of us, because the United States Navy is leaving

          3  Vieques, and there's been decades and decades of

          4  struggle to bring about this important moment. It

          5  also says something about the history of our entire

          6  hemisphere, that it's taken this long for the Navy

          7  to stop using that island as a training area.

          8                 I just wanted to note that some of

          9  our dear friends and former colleagues that play the

         10  leading role in the effort to defend and protect

         11  Vieques, including Jose Rivera and Adolpho Carrion,

         12  Roberto Ramirez, Dennis Rivera, and so many folks

         13  who put so much of the last few years into that

         14  struggle and really should be very gratified today.

         15  I know some of them will be in Vieques tonight for

         16  this historic moment.

         17                 I also want to thank Council Member

         18  Clarke for putting forward Intro. 440, which I think

         19  is a crucial step in answering the Mayor's concerns

         20  about the possibility of taking private money to

         21  protect the firehouses that face closure. I think

         22  that this is a way that we can all make a statement

         23  to the Mayor that we will do whatever is necessary

         24  legally to ensure that we can bring resources in to

         25  protect our firehouses.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate. I rise to talk about Intro.

          7  439. That is an Intro that works to try to amend the

          8  City Human Rights Law, we're calling it the Local

          9  Civil Rights Restoration Act, and it would make it

         10  clear that judges interpreting the Human Rights Law

         11  of the City of New York are not bound by such

         12  restrictive state and federal rulings.

         13                 And we've got some very specific

         14  parts to this law. I want to also thank Craig

         15  Gurian, who is an attorney in private practice in

         16  New York and also a member of the bar association,

         17  who worked very hard on this legislation.

         18                 Second, I want to mention that on

         19  Friday, in the Civil Service and Labor Committee, we

         20  are hearing the domestic workers bill, and we hope

         21  that it will pass and you should feel free to join

         22  us.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Katz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: My issue might

          3  have been timed out. I wanted to, while Robert

          4  Jackson was here, just wish him luck.

          5                 For those colleagues who might not

          6  have heard them, Robert Jackson is going to be

          7  walking for seven days to Albany. Every single day

          8  he's walking from New York to Albany, I really just

          9  wanted to wish him luck. I think he's gone now. I

         10  not only want to wish him luck, but tell him I'll be

         11  happy to be there at the press conference to wave

         12  him good-bye as he walks to Albany.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Liu.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Madam

         17  Advocate.

         18                 I wanted to call my colleagues to the

         19  attention of Resolutions of 833 and 834. 833, a

         20  resolution urging the Legislature and the Governor

         21  of New York to enact legislation that would prevent

         22  the MTA from authorizing any future fare increases

         23  until the Comptroller of the State of New York

         24  reviews the financial plan to determine whether such

         25  an increase is reasonable or necessary.
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          2                 And Resolution 834, calling upon the

          3  Governor to direct the MTA to rescind its recent

          4  decision to increase subway and bus fares for New

          5  Yorkers.

          6                 We have called an urgent meeting of

          7  the Committee on Transportation scheduled for

          8  tomorrow afternoon, May 1st, at 2:00 p.m., in these

          9  chambers, and I invite and encourage all Council

         10  members to attend.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         13                 No one else? Meeting is adjourned.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 3:40 p.m.)
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