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Name: Lloyd Feng
Position: Special Projects Policy Coordinator

Testimony:

Thank you, Chair Ung and thank you to Committee members and Committee hearing staff for
including our testimony for consideration.

My name is Lloyd Feng, Policy Coordinator at the Coalition for Asian American Children and
Families (CACF). For over 35 years, CACF has led the fight in New York City for improved and
equitable policies, systems, and services to support those most marginalized in the Asian
American Pacific Islander (AAPI) community. We are a member organization with over 80
AAPI-led organizational members and partners serving the AAPI community, which is the fastest
growing population in NYC, comprising up to 18% of the city’s total population.

Today, I come before you amid budget oversight discussions and hearings to urge the
Committee on Governmental Operations to, in the interest of government efficiency, prioritize
the implementation of the 2021 NYS AA and NHPI data disaggregation laws mandating the
collection of specific ethnic subgroup data across state agencies and by extension, NYC
agencies. Proper implementation of this law will be a first step in the long fight for AAPI data
equity in government data collection. As you are already familiar, for far too long, the City’s
reliance on aggregate race data solely collecting data on “Asians” or “AAPI” has led to the
invisibility of urgent needs in the Asian American and NHPI communities in NYC. The lack of
disaggregated data on ethnic subgroups has led to a breakdown in government agencies’ and
policymakers’ understanding of our communities with painful consequences for our
communities’ most marginalized members. For instance, the lack of disaggregated data on
Asians and NHPI masks disparate health outcomes like in diabetes where South Asians display
a higher disposition to diabetes than East Asians. We need this disaggregated data to help
agencies better serve our communities, especially in issues that have life or death
consequences.

Additionally, as mentioned earlier, the robust implementation of AA and NHPI data
disaggregation and collection will only increase government efficiency. Equipped with
disaggregated ethnic data cross-tabulated by need area or issue area, agencies can better
target and deploy resources to more specific communities that demonstrate needs for a



particular social service. For instance, during the pandemic, the City’s aggregate data showed
that Asians overall were not impacted as heavily by COVID-19. Qualitative and quantitative
data collected by AA- and NHPI-serving community-based organizations revealed that specific
parts of the community like Nepalis and Bangladeshis for whom the City did not provide
culturally relevant services and language-accessible materials were severely undervaccinated
and yet demonstrated a strong desire to receive the vaccine. Had city agencies been able to
utilize disaggregated data, they would have been able to identify and target vaccine resources
and language accessible materials toward the Nepali and Bangladeshi populations, thereby
improving the health and life outcomes of such community members.

In the spirit of promoting fiscal responsibility and government efficiency, CACF urges the
Committee on Governmental Operations to host an oversight hearing on NYC agency
implementation of not only the 2021 NYS AA and NHPI data disaggregation laws, but also the
City’s existing laws that mandate demographic and linguistic data disaggregation across city
agencies (Local Laws 126, 127, 128 from 2016). In November 2021, during another Gov Ops
hearing that discussed these Local Laws, CACF urged revising these laws to be more inclusive
of communities not currently included in data disaggregation, establishing the data collection
and disaggregation standards across all city agencies, and providing funding to agencies to
implement data disaggregation properly. Please prioritize funding data disaggregation
implementation at city agencies that will best equip the City with a robust understanding of
Asian American and NHPI New Yorkers’ needs and subsequently, best target funding toward
marginalized populations in such communities.

Good data collection underpins good governance, good policy, and government efficiency.
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