          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON HOUSING And BUILDING

          8

             -------------------------------x

          9

         10                 May 30, 2007

                            Start:  10:08 a.m.

         11                 Recess: 10:14 a.m.

         12                 City Hall

                            Committee Room

         13                 New York, New York

         14

                  B E F O R E:

         15

                         ERIK DILAN

         16                                Chairperson,

         17

                         COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Tony Avella

         18                                 Maria Baez

                                            Leroy Comrie

         19                                 Lewis Fidler

                                            Robert Jackson

         20                                 Rosie Mendez

                                            Dennis Gallagher

         21                                 James Oddo

                                            Letitia James

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25              New York, New York 10004

                              (800) 756-3410

                                                            2
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN: Good morning. I'd

          3  like to call this hearing to order. I'd like to

          4  begin. Today the Committee is conducting a hearing

          5  on proposed Intro. 561-A. A local law to amend the

          6  Administrative Code of the City of New York in

          7  relation to an Alternative Enforcement Program by

          8  the Department of Housing Preservation and

          9  Development for violations of the Housing

         10  Maintenance Code and Multiple Dwelling Law. The

         11  Committee conducted a hearing on May 3rd regarding

         12  this introduction and received testimony from HPD,

         13  representatives of tenant groups, housing advocates

         14  and other interested parties.

         15                 The legislation before this Committee

         16  will create an Alternative Enforcement Program to

         17  alleviate serious physical deterioration of some of

         18  the worst buildings in the City of New York.

         19                 Under the Alternative Enforcement

         20  Program, these building owners will have up to four

         21  months to make any necessary repairs. If they fail

         22  to make these repairs within this time frame, HPD

         23  will then make the repairs and then bill the

         24  property owners.

         25                 As proposed, this legislation
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          2  balances the needs of tenants and home owners and

          3  will ensure that those living in the worst

          4  conditions will receive the help that they need and

          5  deserve.

          6                 Proposed Intro. 561-A contains some

          7  modest technical corrections, as well as some

          8  amendments to the original bill, all of which are

          9  described in the Committee Report.

         10                 Significantly, one of the amendments

         11  includes the insertion of a reference to the

         12  Multiple Dwelling Law to ensure that an owner is

         13  required to correct existing violations of Housing

         14  Maintenance Code and the Multiple Dwelling Law and

         15  any new violations written pursuant to Subparagraph

         16  2 of Paragraph i of Subdivision K of Section 2153,

         17  which is consistent with similar references in the

         18  bill.

         19                 Another amendment was made to

         20  Subdivision 2 of Section 27-2153 to add English as

         21  one of the required languages, in which any

         22  notifications or information required to this

         23  section must be provided.

         24                 Before I call the roll on the bill, I

         25  would like to give the bill to the prime sponsor of
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          2  this legislation before us, Council Member James.

          3                 Council Member James.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you, Mr.

          5  Chair.

          6                 The number of serious code violations

          7  per 1,000 rental units in New York City increased

          8  from 38.1 percent in 2002 to 57.8 in 2006. The Safe

          9  Housing Act creates an Alternative Enforcement

         10  Program that targets 200 buildings annually, and

         11  buildings are identified by two major indicators of

         12  distress, high violation counts and unpaid emergency

         13  repair charges.

         14                 This is a bill that has been three

         15  years in the making. It basically involves very

         16  serious code violations, a significant number of

         17  them involved rodent infestation, health violations,

         18  heat and hot water, broken front doors and other

         19  conditions that threaten the health and security of

         20  residents.

         21                 I want to thank the Speaker, the

         22  Chair, my staff and Central staff for assisting in

         23  assuring that residents in the City of New York are

         24  safe.

         25                 And I want to thank the significant

                                                            5

          1  COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDING

          2  number of advocates who are all part of this

          3  negotiation.

          4                 Thank you, Mr. Chair. Please move the

          5  bill.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN: Thank you, Council

          7  Member James.

          8                 I'd like to recommend an aye vote on

          9  the item before the calendar, and at this point I

         10  would like to call the roll.

         11                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         12  Dilan.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN: I vote aye.

         14                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         15  Avella.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         17                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         18  Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         21  Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         24  Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          3  Mendez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          6  Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

          8                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: At this point

          9  the vote stands at seven in the affirmative, zero

         10  negatives and no abstentions.

         11                 Council Member Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: It's now eight

         14  in the affirmative.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN: Council Member

         16  Gallagher is blending in.

         17                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Zero negatives

         18  and no abstentions.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN: Okay, at this

         20  point we will leave the roll open for half an hour

         21  to allow some members of leadership who are in a

         22  meeting to come up and vote. And the clerk will come

         23  up with the Committee report, if the members could

         24  wait a moment to sign the Committee report before

         25  leaving.
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          2                 Council Member Comrie.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'd like to

          4  vote aye, and I want to congratulate all of the

          5  people that put the bill together. That's it. I'm

          6  done.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN: The Committee

          8  report has arrived and the vote now stands at nine

          9  in the affirmative.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         13  ten in the affirmative, zero in the negative and

         14  zero abstentions.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 10:14 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 30th day of May 2007.
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