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Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.
Legislative Service Number:
· Int 0870-2024

Prime Sponsor:
· Council Member Shahana Hanif 
Bill Title:
· A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to an annual report on compliance with the Americans with disabilities act standards for accessible design by the department of parks and recreation, and to repeal and replace section 18-143 of the administrative code of the city of New York
Submitted by:
· Council Member Shahana Hanif 
Justification
Everyone deserves to enjoy New York City parks, yet much of the park system remains inaccessible to people with disabilities, creating unnecessary barriers to recreation, health, and community life. From park entrances and restrooms to playgrounds, pools, and beaches, inconsistent accessibility limits who can fully benefit from these vital public spaces and undermines the City’s commitment to equity and inclusion.
This legislation would replace outdated sections of the parks administrative code with stronger accessibility reporting requirements. The Department of Parks and Recreation would be required to conduct an annual assessment of park entrances, bathrooms, playgrounds, beaches, and pools for ADA compliance, report on steps to address noncompliance, and publish a public map of all facilities reviewed.
This bill is a critical step toward understanding gaps in accessibility and advancing compliance, and I urge my colleagues to support it.




