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          1  THE PUBLIC SESSION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Mr. Ryan. Local

          3  74, SEIU, AFL-CIO.

          4                 I am sorry, Maria Perez was first.

          5  And then we will have Mr. Thomas Ryan. Is Maria

          6  Perez here? No.

          7                 Proceed, please. Just state your name

          8  for the record. Thank you.

          9                 MR. RYAN: I am Tom Ryan, counsel to

         10  Local 74 of the Service Employees International

         11  Union, and this is John Quinn, of Local 74 of the

         12  Service Employees.

         13                 First I want to thank you for giving

         14  us an opportunity to address you today. I won't take

         15  very much time, I understand it is Friday afternoon,

         16  but I and Local 74 wanted to bring to your attention

         17  a serious inequity that faces their employees who

         18  work at the Fashion Institute of Technology, a

         19  City-funded organization.

         20                 As some other, which you just heard a

         21  few minutes ago, some other sites at City

         22  University, they have not been funded for collective

         23  bargaining increases for people who work under

         24  service contracts, and our employees, Local 74, are

         25  cleaners and handy-persons who live in the City and
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          2  work at the Fashion Institute of Technology. We

          3  signed the contract with the contractor providing

          4  for wage increases, the very same contract that we

          5  signed with the City of New York and with the Board

          6  of Education, because we have cleaners who work in

          7  the Board of Ed as well, we have just been told that

          8  the last increase in the collective bargaining

          9  contract is in jeopardy because the City has not

         10  funded the FIT for collective bargaining increases.

         11  And this is a problem that will be ongoing because

         12  it will be compounded year after year as new

         13  collective bargaining increases are negotiated.

         14                 So, we ask that you, I know it has

         15  been brought to your attention by FIT, but the

         16  leadership of Local 74 also wants you to understand

         17  that they are very concerned about this and asked me

         18  to consider it, and if there is any way that the

         19  budget can be changed and modified so as to

         20  guarantee the contract collective bargaining

         21  increases and keep them on a par with cleaners in

         22  City schools, we would be very appreciative.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Well, we have

         24  learned that the system is rather complicated. FIT

         25  is really a SUNY institution, we have four of them
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          2  in the City, but its funding comes through the Board

          3  of Education, not through this channel, not through

          4  the Council, not through the Higher Ed. But you

          5  really need to be talking to the Board of Education,

          6  they are the ones who are responsible for your

          7  package, collective bargaining package.

          8                 MR. RYAN: Evidently they have been

          9  told, the FIT people have been told that they have

         10  to deal through OMB, so they asked us to come down

         11  here, but certainly we will be touching bases with

         12  the Board of Ed as well.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: And the Chair

         14  of that Committee would be Councilwoman Wooten, who

         15  we work closely with, but that is where your funding

         16  comes, through the Board of Education.

         17                 MR. RYAN: Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MARSHALL: Thank you.

         19                 Okay, any questions from my

         20  colleagues?

         21                 Okay, this meeting is adjourned.

         22                 (Hearing concluded at 4:01 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 5th day of March 1999.
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