New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0256-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Members Hudson and Bottcher

Bill Title:
A Local Law in relation to requiring the commissioner of sanitation to study the feasibility and potential environmental effects of a recycling mandate for household textiles

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
Currently, the City has standardized processes for the disposal or recycling of a handful of solid waste streams, including refuse, glass, plastic, cardboard, and organics. At this time, the City does not have a uniform, standard process for the recycling of textile waste. The Department of Sanitation directs New Yorkers interested in recycling textiles to the DonateNYC program, which includes a map of donation sites, and does not offer a curbside textile recycling program.

According to the New York City Council Committee on Sanitation, “Textile waste can take hundreds of years to break down in landfill, creating harmful emissions in the process. In NYC, textile waste comprised approximately 5% of residential curbside aggregate discards in 2023, down from 6.3% in 2017 and 6.2% in 2013, but up from 4.8% in 2005. Of the 5% in 2023, 1% consisted of shoes, 1.9% of clothing, and 2.1% of non-clothing textiles. As of 2023, the average NYC household disposed of 92 pounds of textiles each year.”

This bill would direct the Commissioner of Sanitation to study the feasibility and environmental effects of a mandate for households to separate and for the City to collect textile waste, including the costs, potential benefits, and potential negative effects of this program. This study would build on the existing work the Department of Sanitation conducts regarding textile waste in its Solid Waste Management Plans. By providing an easy-to-use, curbside textile collection program, the City can divert textile waste from refuse collection.




