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INT. NO. 58-A:                       
By Council Members Brewer, Gerson, Gonzalez, James, Koppell, Lappin, Martinez, Nelson, Sanders, Jr., Weprin and Liu.
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the posting of signs setting forth bicycle safety procedures at the place of employment of businesses that engage in delivering packages, parcels, papers or articles of any type by bicycle
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new §10-157.1 to chapter one of title ten.

INTRODUCTION


On March 14, 2007, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 58-A, which would add a new section 10-157.1 to chapter one of title ten of the Administrative Code of the City of New York.

BACKGROUND


Bicycles are an integral part of the operation of many businesses in New York City, such as restaurants, delicatessens and courier services, and offer many benefits for businesses.  Bicycles are inexpensive and easy to operate, can quickly move through New York City traffic without adding to congestion and provide employment for many messengers and delivery people.


Both New York City and New York State law govern the operation of bicycles.  New York City law regulates bicycle use by businesses, requiring, among other things, that bicycles clearly identify the business and phone number of the business using the bicycle; that the operator wear upper body apparel identifying the business and its phone number; and that the business maintain a log of the trips made by its bicycle operators.
  New York State law applies to all bicyclists, requiring certain safety equipment to be on bicycles and regulating where people may ride their bicycles, among other things.


Many businesses and bicycle operators are not aware of the many laws and regulations covering the operation of bicycles.  This bill would require businesses to post signs informing bicycle operators about bicycle safety procedures and the responsibilities of bicycle operators.  Businesses would also be required to post signs listing the responsibilities of the businesses using the bicycles.

ANALYSIS

Section one of Proposed Int. No. 58-A would add a new section 10-157.1, entitled “Signs with Bicycle Safety Procedures,” to chapter one of title ten of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (“Administrative Code”).  Subdivision a of proposed section 10-157.1 would require every person, firm, partnership, joint venture, association or corporation covered by subdivision a of section 10-157 of the Administrative Code, which regulates bicycles used for commercial purposes, to post one or more signs at the employment site summarizing (i) the responsibilities of bicycle operators and businesses under section 10-157 of the Administrative Code and (ii) specified City and State laws, rules and regulations that the Commissioner of Transportation determines are most important for the safe operation of bicycles.


Subdivision b of proposed section 10-157.1 would provide that every sign required under subdivision a of such section shall be in English and Spanish and any other language predominantly spoken by any bicycle operator used by that business and be posted at the employment site in a conspicuous place to bicycle operators used by the business and to patrons of the business.

Subdivision c of proposed section 10-157.1 would provide that the Commissioner of Transportation shall promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate this local law including rules and regulations governing the content, size and manner of displaying the signs.  Subdivision c would require the Department of Transportation to have a model sign available on its website.

Subdivision d of proposed section 10-157.1 would provide that any violation of subdivision a or b shall be triable by a judge of the City’s criminal court and upon conviction, be punishable by a $100 to $250 fine and/or imprisonment for up to fifteen days.  Subdivision d would also make a person who violates subdivision a or b liable for a civil penalty of $300.

Subdivision e of proposed section 10-157.1 would make this law enforceable by the police commissioner.

Section two of Proposed Int. No. 58-A would provide that this local law take effect one hundred twenty days after it is enacted.

�   New York City Administrative Code §10-157.


�   Vehicle and Traffic Law §§1230 – 1238.
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