New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 299

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Marte

Bill Title:
A Local Law to require a report on outreach by the department of education and the department of health and mental hygiene to individuals who were students, teachers and staff at schools near the World Trade Center during the 2001-2002 school year

Submitted by:
Council Member Marte

Justification:
Following the attacks on September 11th, 2001, thousands of students, teachers, and faculty were in the schools nearby Ground Zero, despite the toxins in the air that have caused many illnesses. There has been much outreach done to downtown residents who lived in proximity to Ground Zero, to make them aware of the 9/11 related diseases they may be exposed to and the benefits they are eligible for. However, for the teachers, staff, and students who did not live in Lower Manhattan but simply worked there, it is unclear what outreach has been done. For example, a custodian at a Lower Manhattan school, who lived elsewhere, may have only recently become ill and has not made the connection between their diseases and their time working near Ground Zero.

This bill would provide a better sense of who may have been impacted by 9/11 related illnesses but has fallen through the cracks of previous outreach. Based on this information, recommendations can be made to ensure all those who may have been impacted can be made aware and receive access to benefits. 
