New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 273

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Lee

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to education and outreach on building emissions requirements

Submitted by:
Council Member Lee

Justification:
New York City’s building emissions requirements are complex, and many owners - especially those without large compliance teams - lack clear, regular, building-specific information about where they stand and what they must do to comply over time. As deadlines and emissions limits tighten, uncertainty about projected limits, required reductions, and potential penalties can delay planning, financing, and retrofit work, increasing the risk of avoidable noncompliance.

This legislations addresses this gap by requiring the Office of Building Energy and Emissions Performance to provide biennial written notices to covered building owners that summarize: the building’s estimated emissions; its estimated emissions limits for 2024, 2030, 2035, 2040, and 2050; an estimated range of potential penalties under different emissions scenarios with a brief explanation of how penalties are determined; the emissions reductions needed to meet each compliance year; and where to find the City’s outreach and education materials. By standardizing these notices, the bill promotes earlier action, better-informed capital planning, and more consistent compliance—advancing the City’s climate goals while reducing confusion and surprise penalties.
