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RES. NO.  174
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TITLE:
A resolution calling upon the City of New York to adopt a zero waste policy to be achieved in the long term with leadership, commitment and stabilized funding.

OVERVIEW

On June 3, 2004, the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management 

Committee will hold a hearing on Res. No. 174 which calls upon the City of New York to adopt a zero waste policy to be achieved in the long term with leadership, commitment and stabilized funding.

BACKGROUND


Zero Waste is a philosophy and a design principle for the 21st Century. It includes recycling but goes beyond recycling by taking a “whole systems” approach to the vast flow of resources and waste through human society. Zero Waste maximizes recycling, minimizes waste, reduces consumption and ensures that products are made to be reused, repaired or recycled back into nature or the marketplace.


The term Zero Waste had its origins in the highly successful Japanese industrial concept of the 1980’s, otherwise know as total quality management or TQM. TQM was adopted by many American companies in the 1990’s and is based on the idea of looking at production in a “whole systems” way with a final result of zero defects. Transferred to the arena of municipal waste, Zero Waste, as in TQM, would take a whole systems approach and produce zero waste. In other words, every ton of garbage put into a landfill or incinerator is a measure of system failure and inefficiency, just as a defect in the production of a product is a measure of failure or inefficiency.


The whole system of Zero Waste encompasses producer responsibility, ecodesign, waste reduction, reuse, composting and recycling, all within a single framework. The model for Zero Waste is nature itself, a system where everything is cycled back for productive   reuse and nothing is wasted. The Zero Waste model doesn’t see discarded solid waste as trash or garbage but as a valuable resource that can save natural resources and provide jobs and wealth for local communities. Even the strongest Zero Waste advocates acknowledge that absolute zero waste can not be achieved but, by establishing a goal of zero waste, public and private organizations can focus on eliminating waste rather than managing it.

OTHER JUSIDICTIONS


The first state to adopt a Zero Waste Policy was California. On November 13, 2001 The California Integrated Waste Management Board adopted Resolution 2001-428 which adopted their 2001 Strategic Plan for waste planning. One of the major goals of the plan was to promote a “zero-waste California”. The California Integrated Waste Management Board’s website opens with this quote, “The Board promotes a zero waste California in partnership with local government, industry, and the public. This means managing the estimated 76 million tons of waste generated each year by reducing waste whenever possible, promoting the management of all materials to their highest and best use, and protecting public health and safety and the environment.”  Many municipalities throughout California have adopted Zero Waste resolutions or goals. On March 6, 2003, the San Francisco Commission on the Environment adopted a Zero Waste resolution calling for the goal of zero waste to be met by 2020.  San Francisco became the first major city in the country to adopt a zero waste resolution. Seattle, Washington adopted a zero waste goal in 1998. Various cities in Canada have also adopted zero waste goals; most notable was Toronto in January 2001.   

WHAT WOULD NEW YORK CITY HAVE TO DO TO ACHIEVE ZERO WASTE?


In order for New York City to comply with the principals of a Zero Waste plan, it would have to work towards implementing the following actions:

· Dramatically increase recycling rates

· Recycle more types of items (#3-#7 plastics, rugs, electronics etc.)

· Compost organic waste

· Promote and fund reuse programs

· Enact producer responsibility legislation requiring producers to be responsible for end-of-life management of their products and packaging and/or bear the cost of disposal

· Encourage the purchasing of environmentally beneficial products and products containing high post consumer recycled content

· Create incentives to promote the establishment of resource conservation and recycling industries

PAGE  
4

_1079800928.doc
[image: image1.png]






