Int. No. 158

By Council Members Yassky and Koppell
..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to replacement cycles for taxicabs.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Chapter five of title nineteen of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-534 to read as follows:


§19-534  Taxicab retirement. a. Definitions.  For the purposes of this section only, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

1. “City mileage published label value” shall mean the United States environmental 

protection agency published label value, pursuant to section 32908(b) of title 49 of the United States code, for city driving.

2. “Double-shifted” shall mean that a taxicab is operated on back-to-back shifts by 

different drivers, within a twenty-four hour period. 

3. “Hack-up” shall mean to outfit a vehicle as a taxicab and to obtain first-time approval 

from the commission for that vehicle to serve as a taxicab. 

4. “Hybrid-electric taxicab” shall mean a commercially available mass-produced vehicle 

originally equipped by the manufacturer with a combustion engine system together with an electric propulsion system that operates in an integrated manner, which is approved by the commission for use as a taxicab.


6. “Long-term driver” shall mean a licensed taxi driver who qualifies as:

(i) a steady driver, meaning an individual who drives the taxicab at a rate of at least 

one hundred sixty hours per month;

(ii) a named driver, meaning an individual who is named on the rate card; or

(iii) either an owner of the medallion (including a shareholder in a corporation owning 

a medallion) or the lessee of a medallion pursuant to a lease with a term of no less than five months.


7. “Wheelchair accessible taxicab” shall mean a wheelchair accessible vehicle approved by the commission for use as a taxicab.


b. Taxicabs that are double-shifted and are not driven by at least one long-term driver shall be retired from taxicab service and replaced no later than the scheduled inspection of the vehicle occurring:

(1) Sixty months after the vehicle was hacked-up, for any wheelchair accessible taxicab, hybrid-electric taxicab that has a city mileage published label value of forty-five miles per gallon or greater and for any vehicle dedicated to operate on compressed natural gas no later than six months after hack-up and which remains so dedicated for the rest of its operation; and

(2)  Forty-eight months after the vehicle was hacked up, for any hybrid electric taxicab that has a city mileage published value of between twenty-nine and forty-four miles per gallon.


c. Taxicabs that do not meet the specifications of subdivision b of this section shall be retired from taxicab service and replaced no later than the scheduled inspection of the vehicle occurring:

(1) Eighty-four months after the vehicle was hacked-up, for any wheelchair accessible taxicab, hybrid-electric taxicab that has a city mileage published label value of forty-five miles per gallon or greater and for any vehicle dedicated to operate on compressed natural gas no later than six months after hack-up and which remains so dedicated for the rest of its operation; and

(2) Seventy-two months after the vehicle was hacked up, for any hybrid electric taxicab that has a city mileage published label value of between twenty-nine and forty-four miles per gallon.

d. The provisions of subdivision b and subdivision c of this section shall not apply to taxicabs that are hacked-up prior to the effective date of this section.


e. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, a taxicab that does not pass inspection must be replaced, regardless of whether its retirement date has been reached as provided for in this section.  A taxicab that has reached its retirement date must be retired, regardless of whether it may still pass inspection.


§2.  If any section, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase or other portion of this local law is, for any reason, declared unconstitutional or invalid, in whole or in part, by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed severable, and such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this law, which remaining portions shall continue in full force and effect.

§ 3. This local law shall take effect one year after its enactment into law.
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