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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Present.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Presente'.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzales.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALES: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Miller.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

          8  present.

          9                 All rise for the Invocation of the

         10  Minister James Davis.

         11                 MINISTER DAVIS: So, today we rise

         12  here, not as a Councilman but as a servant of the

         13  Almighty. We ask that the Lord would smile down on

         14  this body. We ask that God would give us the courage

         15  and the commitment to vote, the commitment of the

         16  people.

         17                 We ask that God would increase the

         18  wisdom and the vision that we have for the City of

         19  New York. We pray that our constituents in the City

         20  of New York would understand that our hearts are in

         21  the right place as we go forth on behalf of the

         22  City.

         23                 Lord, we ask that your spirit would

         24  pour down on every Council member, pour down on this

         25  great City of ours, to heal this City during this
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          2  tough and difficult time; and, Lord, we thank you

          3  for your wisdom and your guidance. We thank you for

          4  the leadership of Speaker Gifford Miller. We thank

          5  you for the leadership of every single Council

          6  member representing his constituents in this great

          7  City of ours.

          8                 Smile down on us as we go forth in

          9  your precious, mighty name, God. We give your name

         10  the honor, the glory forever more.

         11                 In God's precious name, let everybody

         12  say amen.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         14  the minutes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Call for

         17  Stated Meeting.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 576.

         19                 Dear Council Members,

         20                 Pleased be advised that pursuant to

         21  Rule 1.00 of the Council, a Stated Meeting of the

         22  Council will take place on Monday, May 5, 2003 at

         23  3:00 p.m.

         24                 From the Speaker.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Cordially. It says it
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          2  right there.

          3                 Received, ordered, printed and filed.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

          5  Papers from the Mayor.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          7  577.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: State and Federal

          9  Legislation.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         11  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         14  and Communications.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         17  Call-Ups.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         20  Communication from the Speaker.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, these

         22  are difficult times for our City. When we ran for

         23  office in 2001, when we first filed our petitions

         24  and we indicated our desire to be part of this

         25  particular City Council, we knew not how difficult
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          2  these times would be. And, yet, I think over the

          3  past year and a half, our gratitude for the

          4  opportunity to serve our City has only grown,

          5  because while these are difficult times, it is times

          6  like these that test our metal, that test our

          7  character as a people, test our character as a

          8  country. And I believe that today is another step in

          9  the City Council meeting its responsibilities.

         10  Another step when the City Council has stood up to

         11  the tough decisions that have to be made in this

         12  fiscal crisis, to try to lead all the people, all

         13  the people of the City of New York out of this

         14  crisis and into a recovery, which will benefit

         15  everyone.

         16                 These are tough times, and in tough

         17  times, touch choices must be made. That's why they

         18  call them crises. If bad things didn't happen in

         19  crises, they would be a crisis; and, yet, we are

         20  responsible for choosing the right thing to do, even

         21  when sometimes it can be difficult. Today is

         22  certainly such a day.

         23                 Today we consider legislation to

         24  request Albany to provide support to the City in

         25  extraordinarily difficult fiscal times. We recognize
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          2  that the State Legislature has come together in an

          3  extraordinary bipartisan show to override the

          4  Governor's vetoes and to ensure that the City of New

          5  York and the other parts of the state receive some

          6  of the aid that they need, and that we need in these

          7  difficult times.

          8                 This City cannot turn its schools

          9  around with $750 million worth of cuts to our

         10  schools. This City cannot continue to keep our

         11  streets safe if we allow police officers, our police

         12  force to drop too far.

         13                 This City cannot ensure that working

         14  people can still find jobs and work to protect and

         15  provide for their families. If there is no day care

         16  for children, if there is no after school. This City

         17  must maintain its commitment to ensuring that

         18  working people have health care, have access to

         19  public hospitals, mental health services are there.

         20  This City has a responsibility to build upon its

         21  record over the past several decades in making this

         22  one of the most livable and exciting places to live,

         23  and much more to do.

         24                 We have to make sure that as tough

         25  choices are made, and as burdens are apportioned,
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          2  that we appropriate that burden fairly, that we ask

          3  all New Yorkers to contribute something to the

          4  recovery of this City, and that's where we come

          5  today.

          6                 Some five months ago the Council took

          7  a big step in the right direction when we cut the

          8  budget considerably and in addition raised property

          9  taxes. Those were tough choices. These are no more.

         10  These are tough choices as well.

         11                 We are very pleased that there are

         12  portions of this package which are simply good for

         13  the City and recognize the state's responsibility to

         14  us. The assumption of the Municipal Assistance

         15  Corporation, $500 million worth of debt, is an

         16  extraordinary step in the right direction for our

         17  City, a recognition that the State has a stake in

         18  this prosperity and the health of this great City,

         19  and we appreciate it.

         20                 Many of us fought for a commuter tax

         21  as the right thing to do. We will not give up that

         22  fight. But today is a time for realism. It's a time

         23  to realize that promises don't make our budget

         24  balanced, that demands don't make our budget

         25  balanced, that we have to find a way to get the
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          2  support that we need for New Yorkers.

          3                 This bill will apportion the burden

          4  on New Yorkers as fairly as was possible. A personal

          5  income tax surcharge that starts on those New

          6  Yorkers who are most able to pay. It's not ideal,

          7  but it's fairer than other alternatives that were

          8  presented.

          9                 On taxable income of a married couple

         10  of $150,000, that's taxable income, so the threshold

         11  is actually considerably higher. This surcharge is

         12  fair and will be temporary, and this City will make

         13  good on its commitment, as it has in the past, to

         14  ensure that when we reach times of crises, we ask

         15  for people to contribute some and then we make good

         16  on our commitment.

         17                 A sales tax, which I must say I'm

         18  disappointed by, but which I'm pleased that the

         19  Council fought hard to reduce from a quarter of one

         20  percent to an eight of one percent, and which will

         21  phase out in two years.

         22                 Absentee landlord surcharge, which

         23  brings greater equity to the property tax system.

         24  Sale of taxi medallions, $65 million. This was a

         25  Council idea that we proposed last year. We're glad
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          2  it's finally being done this year. We need this

          3  money. And so many other ways that this City

          4  benefits, up to the tune of about $1.77 billion.

          5                 We are faced with a choice today of

          6  whether we should take this or leave it.

          7                 To those who said we should leave it,

          8  I ask you to tell us where you'd like to cut the

          9  $1.8 billion from our budget? $1.8 billion. It's an

         10  enormous amount of money. But more importantly, it's

         11  not just money, it's lives. Talking about seniors

         12  who absolutely must have programs that keep them

         13  independent and healthy, and who if they don't have

         14  them will stay shut in and will guide.

         15                 We're talking about all New Yorkers

         16  who need the protection of our Police and Fire

         17  Departments. We're talking about children whose

         18  futures would be sacrificed because we can't

         19  continue to provide the services that any parent

         20  demands for their loved children.

         21                 This is what we're talking about -

         22  we're talking about lives today. We're talking about

         23  what's the right thing to do and how do we meet

         24  those responsibilities.

         25                 And, so, today I say to my
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          2  colleagues, that I urge you to vote for this

          3  measure, and ask the State Legislature to provide us

          4  with this aid.

          5                 I want to be clear, though, to all of

          6  you, that this is not the end of the process. Just

          7  as in November that wasn't the end of the process.

          8  One does not solve a crisis with one feld swoop.

          9  This is another step along the road to recovery for

         10  New York. It is one that we take with the full

         11  knowledge that we are asking sacrifice from New

         12  Yorkers.

         13                 We ask it because we believe in this

         14  City, because we believe that New York has held

         15  itself out as a place where people from all over the

         16  world can come and hope for a better future for

         17  their children, just as we hope for a better future

         18  for all of ours.

         19                 We believe in the enduring strength

         20  of that vision, and we believe that this is a step

         21  in the direction of ensuring that our City can

         22  continue to make good on that commitment.

         23                 But it is only a step. We still have

         24  more to do. We still have to make a greater

         25  commitment to restructuring government and ensuring
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          2  that we find the savings and efficiencies and

          3  perhaps even additional service cuts that are

          4  necessary to close this budget gap.

          5                 We have to be smarter, we have to be

          6  tougher, we have to do better. But we can do no

          7  better than this proposal today.

          8                 And, so, I ask all of you to support

          9  this, to meet the responsibilities that your

         10  constituents and the people of the City of New York

         11  placed in you some year and a half ago. It is a

         12  grave responsibility, it is one that I think we all

         13  welcome, one that when we look into our hearts can

         14  feel confident that we have done everything that we

         15  could to leave the City out of this crisis, and that

         16  some years from now we'll look back and remember

         17  these times as the time when the greatest City in

         18  the world met its greatest challenge.

         19                 I thank you all for your support.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         21  of General Orders.

         22                 Council Member Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 First, I want to thank our Speaker
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          2  Gifford Miller for raising his voice in Albany and

          3  thank our Mayor for joining in that, and surprising

          4  as it is for me to hear myself say thanks to

          5  Majority Leader Bruno and Speaker Silver, and in

          6  doing that I would once again commend the Governor

          7  to remember that the people of this City are part of

          8  this state as well, that it's not too late for him

          9  to get on board.

         10                 To my colleagues I'd say this, this

         11  package that we have before us far from perfect. I

         12  don't particularly like the sales tax. I think its

         13  regressive, and I would say to those that think it

         14  needs to be part of the package, just to prove that

         15  all New Yorkers are chipping, I think that kind of

         16  thinking is punitive and it's unnecessary.

         17                 Nonetheless, we're faced with a

         18  choice. We have a package of taxes, and I wouldn't

         19  say none of us, I would say most of us would prefer

         20  not to be voting for an increase in taxes in this

         21  City.

         22                 But the other choice is to change the

         23  face of New York in a way that we don't ever want to

         24  see happen.

         25                 We don't want to be closing our
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          2  senior centers. We need to have a Summer Youth

          3  Employment Program. We need to have day care in this

          4  City. We need to have pre-K, early class size

          5  reduction. We need those things. People in this City

          6  don't want to live in a City that doesn't have them.

          7  Higher taxes, changing New York as we know it.

          8                 I'm going to vote to save New York

          9  the way I know it. It's not perfect. I'm not happy

         10  about it. I wasn't happy about raising real estate

         11  taxes. But it's the choice that we have to make

         12  today as responsible members of this City Council.

         13  And when we finish doing it, I hope that we can go

         14  back to Albany and convince the Governor that we are

         15  entitled to and deserve a commuter tax, because not

         16  everybody who uses City services is paying for them.

         17                 And, so, this fight is not over. With

         18  this vote today it's not over. It will continue and

         19  I think we will need to continue to go to Albany to

         20  make sure that we get what we're entitled to because

         21  we are doing in the City of New York what we have

         22  to.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Barron.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Chair.

          3                 I rise to say that this action today

          4  that we're taking, I don't join in complimenting

          5  Mayor Bloomberg. I think it could have been a better

          6  package had the Mayor not forced upon us the sales

          7  tax, that's Mike's tax and not ours. I want to the

          8  public to know that.

          9                 I think it would have been better to

         10  have a commuter tax and a stock transfer tax. I want

         11  to thank Assemblyman Roger Green and the Black and

         12  Latino Caucus, and I want to thank Council Member

         13  Helen Foster and Council Member Hiram Monserrate,

         14  from the Black Latino Asian Caucus of the City

         15  Council for getting together and in a very strong

         16  way saying to this City and this State that the

         17  affluent must pay too.

         18                 It would have been a much better

         19  package had we had stock transfer tax, commuter tax,

         20  and the PIT surcharge, and stop taxing the poor. The

         21  poor have paid enough. It is time for the affluent.

         22  But a half a loaf is better than none, and I think

         23  that this is a starting point. We must continue that

         24  struggle. It is this City Council, 38 new kids on

         25  the block, that everybody said the City was going to
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          2  cave in if we came in. Well, during the greatest

          3  crises in this City, it is this City Council that

          4  saved the programs of the seniors and the

          5  firehouses. It is this City Council that needs to

          6  make a greater commitment and has made some

          7  commitment to communities of color, so that when we

          8  take this action today, to my colleagues, that yes

          9  we've made some sacrifices in our community, we

         10  should not equitably cut across the board in

         11  communities of color because we didn't equitably

         12  receive the wealth. More wealth, more cuts; less

         13  wealth, less cuts.

         14                 So, it's time for the Council, that's

         15  asking 25 of us, and our communities that are in a

         16  greater need, to now focus on the needs of

         17  communities of color, poor working communities, so

         18  that when we make this sacrifice to take this vote,

         19  which I will support, that we also get the support

         20  from the Council to address the needs of our

         21  communities.

         22                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.
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          2                 Today the great City of New York is

          3  forced to accept crumbs from the cake that we bake.

          4                 We send 3.5 billion more to Albany

          5  than we get back and now we're getting a few hundred

          6  million and we're supposed to get on our knees in

          7  thanks. You know, we should not be happy about

          8  permission to tax New York City residents more. We

          9  pay too much now. If we got our fair share from

         10  Albany, we could lower the taxes here in New York

         11  City on both the affluent and on the poor.

         12                 We were told when the Mayor asked us

         13  for a property tax increase that the personal income

         14  tax would be lowered on City residents. That didn't

         15  happen. We were told that the commuter fee didn't

         16  happen last year because it was an election year, it

         17  would happen this year. That didn't happen.

         18                 We were promised help after 9/11. We

         19  have not received, 20 months later not received one

         20  cent from Albany. At least this budget. This budget

         21  had some actual money in it from Albany, which is

         22  much better than Governor Pataki's budget, which had

         23  600 million in federal FEMA money that this Council

         24  worked so hard for and which he gave to us, as if we

         25  have more unstamped on our forehead. This one is
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          2  better.

          3                 In deference to the Speaker, who has

          4  been asked to control me a little, this is the

          5  toned-down version of what I wanted to say, so let

          6  me commend the Speaker. I fought hard on the

          7  property tax increase to make it temporary, and this

          8  tax is temporary, and that's a huge victory.

          9                 And as Public Safety Chair I received

         10  assurances from the Mayor that he will be hiring the

         11  police class in July which will prevent us from

         12  decimating the force and going down to 32,000 police

         13  officers.

         14                 As the Speaker said, we can do no

         15  better than this, because once again, it's Albany's

         16  way or it's no way. Once again, it's a tax increase

         17  or it's 32,000 police officers.

         18                 I think City Hall is looking more and

         19  more like the capitol building for the state of

         20  Greater New York City. So, when the time comes,

         21  kicking and screaming, however, because this is the

         22  only choice, I will vote aye.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Advocate. Today I rise with some reservation

          3  and some trepidation in regards to this package.

          4  There are some items in this package which I do not

          5  agree with and that is the sales tax.

          6                 I believe the sales tax is probably

          7  the most aggressive tax that I have seen so far in

          8  my tenure here in the New York City Council and had

          9  it not been a part of this total package, I would

         10  definitely vote no.

         11                 However, in the total sum of this

         12  package, I think we do have a personal income tax

         13  that is aggressive. It is a revenue measure that

         14  this Council has been calling for since we all got

         15  elected, and if the Governor, who has refused to

         16  join New Yorkers in solving our City and state

         17  fiscal crisis would be on board, we could have again

         18  solved these fiscal crises since last year when we

         19  got here.

         20                 I would like to say to the Latino

         21  community of New York City, we can no longer accept

         22  people coming to our neighborhoods and campaigning

         23  amigos, amigos, amigos, and then cut our education

         24  funding and then cut our access to health care, then

         25  limit our ability for our children to attend higher
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          2  university, whether it be on the state level or city

          3  level.

          4                 This is unacceptable, and I'm proud

          5  to see that both parties in the State Legislature

          6  have joined this body in solving this problem.

          7                 I do not like taxes, but when it

          8  comes to making a tough choice as to levy taxes or

          9  close 15 senior centers or an additional 40

         10  firehouses or cut an additional 10,000 jobs, I will

         11  stand up and make the courageous vote to vote for

         12  this proposal, but to the people in my district and

         13  my community, we certainly need to take a harder

         14  look and see which officials are standing up for us

         15  and taking these problems on wholeheartedly.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Espada.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 You know, I just want to acknowledge

         22  the role of someone that I had the pleasure of

         23  serving with for a couple of years in Albany. Much

         24  has not been said about the courage and bravery of

         25  Senator Bruno. You know, Senator Bruno did not
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          2  vacillate, he did not threaten, he negotiated and he

          3  led. Clearly, the same kinds of assessment can be

          4  made of the Assembly as well for the most part.

          5                 It would be a perceptive glimpse into

          6  the obvious to say that the pain in this City is at

          7  its greatest height, that the economic duress is at

          8  its greatest height. Clearly in neighborhoods like

          9  the one I represent, we do not perceive that there

         10  is shared sacrifice. Indeed, all we have to do is

         11  study the daily living patterns of people who have

         12  lost their job who are still awaiting that dreaded

         13  pink slip - we have much to do. We have many fears

         14  to allay. But Peter Vallone, Jr., has indicated, and

         15  I compliment him, putting forth the whole dialogue

         16  of our dependency as a City, how we are and its good

         17  people and resources exploited, not only by the

         18  State but by the federal government. Much has to be

         19  learned. Much can be done through that dialogue.

         20                 But I think the lasting lesson from

         21  this exercise has to focus in on the failure of

         22  leadership. It is not the failure of leadership here

         23  in the City Council, it is not the failure of

         24  leadership in the State Legislature, but clearly as

         25  my friend and colleague Council Member Dilan pointed
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          2  out, albeit in a half-hearted way, but let me state

          3  it seriously, the leadership and the failure has

          4  been in the Executive mansion.

          5                 I supported Governor Pataki through

          6  the last couple of years because in my talks with

          7  him he clearly indicated that he would be investing

          8  in our communities educational aspirations --

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  member, time is up.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: -- Economic

         12  opportunity programs and the like. With amigos like

         13  Pataki, who needs enemies? I vote aye to support

         14  this revenue source as indicated. Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council member.

         17                 Council Member Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         19  Madam Chair.

         20                 A few months ago in December I voted

         21  against the property tax, because I thought that it

         22  was inappropriate at the time.

         23                 However, today we are faced with a

         24  slightly different situation where we have no

         25  control. We have to rely on the state for help, and
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          2  we've asked them for help and they've given us

          3  something which we are not too happy about, but we

          4  really have no choice in the matter.

          5                 I intend to vote for this. I'm not

          6  happy. I don't think raising taxes is a good

          7  solution in any stretch of the imagination, but I

          8  don't think we have a choice. We have no options.

          9                 However, the one thing that can be

         10  said that the State Legislature did do, is they put

         11  a sunset provision in these taxes. And I would just

         12  ask my colleagues here in this Chamber, and the

         13  Mayor especially, let us take a look at putting a

         14  sunset provision in the 18.49 percent property tax

         15  increase. If we can do it here today, we can do it

         16  with the property tax.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Jennings.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Good

         20  morning, Public Advocate.

         21                 I rise this morning to state that

         22  this is the worst deal that any Executive could ever

         23  come back to this City with as Mayor Bloomberg did.

         24  The deal that Mayor Bloomberg broke here is a

         25  failure for the fact that in it contains no commuter
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          2  tax.

          3                 He's now burdened all of us in New

          4  York City to pay for everything and left no one else

          5  to help us out. This type of business person, I

          6  don't know how he ran his business, but he's running

          7  New York City to the ground.

          8                 In this tax we're talking about

          9  raising sales tax. There was no deal on the table to

         10  raise sales tax until Bloomberg brought it up. Why

         11  would he put that kind of burden on small business.

         12                 The good part about this deal, the

         13  best part about this deal is that at least in it

         14  there is an authorization but not an actual raise on

         15  property tax increases.

         16                 The good part is that we hope with

         17  Speaker Miller going to Washington in a few weeks,

         18  they'd be able to go to Washington and convince

         19  Washington to help New York out.

         20                 If Washington can spend $80 billion

         21  to rebuild Iraq, why can't they spend $2 billion to

         22  rebuild New York. Any raise in property taxes, if we

         23  have to go there, is going to be a raise on tenants,

         24  and I hope that we don't have to take that critical

         25  vote come in June.
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          2                 As you know, I am one of those

          3  persons in this body who vehemently opposes any type

          4  of property tax. The last time I voted against

          5  property tax increase, but this time we have no

          6  choice in the matter before us. The deal was not

          7  made by us. The deal was broken by Mayor Bloomberg

          8  and this is all we have to work with.

          9                 So, today I encourage my colleagues

         10  to join me in supporting this bill today, and I hope

         11  in the future if property taxes ever come to this

         12  body again, that we'll all strongly vote no.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council member.

         16                 Council Member Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate. Today we do face a tough

         19  decision, a tough vote, but my colleagues, as said

         20  before previously, I am one that would prefer to ask

         21  those New Yorkers that are slightly well off to

         22  sacrifice a little and give a little more to

         23  preserve services to communities that desperately

         24  need them, communities that depend on the services

         25  that the City offer. Services such as health care,
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          2  child care, and education are services that are dear

          3  to our communities and are services that in hard

          4  times we do need to look back and we do need to ask

          5  those New Yorkers that are slightly well off to give

          6  a little back, to give a little back to communities

          7  that need and deserve to have these services.

          8                 I am one that represents the Northern

          9  Manhattan community, a community dense, a community

         10  that needs early Headstart programs, a community

         11  that needs its garbage to be picked up, and that's

         12  why, Madam Chair, today I stand with Speaker Miller

         13  in support of this resolution, in support of this

         14  Home Rule Message.

         15                 And I also ask Governor Pataki to

         16  truly show our communities that he's a true friend,

         17  the friend that he went out there talking about, the

         18  friend that will never give it back during hard

         19  times, a friend that will be there for our

         20  communities. And if he's going to be that friend, we

         21  ask the Governor not to veto this budget and to be a

         22  true friend, not only of our community but of the

         23  entire City of New York.

         24                 We wait for you, amigo. We want you

         25  to be an amigo and vote for this budget.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Liu.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Madam Public

          5  Advocate I request unanimous consent to at this time

          6  vote on the General Order Calendar.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: I vote yes on the

          9  General Order Calendar. Thanks.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Gerson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 On 9/11 the rescue workers in my

         15  district saving lives did not stop to ask who was a

         16  commuter and who was a resident. It is

         17  unconscionable that in a time of crisis all who

         18  benefit from the public service provided by this

         19  City, resident and commuter, do not chip in

         20  equitably to support the maintenance of these vital

         21  services.

         22                 I am actually convinced that our good

         23  hearted neighbors from the suburb, if given the

         24  chance, would support a reasonable and fair commuter

         25  tax, which by the way would have been tax deductible
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          2  from their federal income taxes.

          3                 However, governance and time requires

          4  us to identify and select the best option in the

          5  face of miserable alternatives, to abrogate our

          6  responsibility to make that choice, because we lack

          7  the option of selecting our view of the idea would

          8  be the height of irresponsibility.

          9                 So, I congratulate and thank the

         10  Speaker of this body for working to come up with the

         11  best possible alternative. I also want to

         12  acknowledge the Speaker of the Assembly for his

         13  important and great role in assuring that our City,

         14  the needs of our City were accounted for in the

         15  budget, and I join in acknowledging the role of

         16  Senator Bruno.

         17                 I just want to conclude by noting,

         18  Public Advocate, you and I joined together with

         19  Senator Clinton and our colleague John Liu this

         20  morning in Chinatown in an emergency meeting, and

         21  there were tears in eyes in people who face

         22  businesses without customers, who face senior

         23  programs and youth programs, where people were going

         24  to suffer because of cutbacks. The overwhelming need

         25  to remedy these issues were not tax cutbacks or the
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          2  avoidance of tax increases, although that's always a

          3  last alternative, but the overwhelming need was the

          4  investment of public resources to preserve and to

          5  build up our physical and our human infrastructure.

          6  That was the need to assure a future that we all can

          7  be proud of, and the only way we can assure that

          8  future at this moment is by supporting this package

          9  and this Home Rule Message. I will vote yes. Thank

         10  you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

         14  rise to support this proposition, even thought I

         15  represent one of the six districts I think out of

         16  the 51 that will be the most impacted in terms of

         17  the most impacted in terms of the income tax where

         18  people will bear the brunt of the increase.

         19                 This weekend I was in a park, in

         20  Riverside Park at a playground, 1,000 parents, and

         21  there were about 400 strollers ringing the

         22  playground as people enjoyed the beautiful day and

         23  raised money through face painting and rides with

         24  children, figuring out a way to do their best to

         25  make sure that they are contributing to the City
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          2  that they love. And one woman came up to me and said

          3  that she knew that the City was in crisis, that this

          4  particular community was doing better than most, but

          5  that she wanted to be clear that she would support

          6  an increase in her taxable, in the taxes that she

          7  paid, but only if the kinds of effort that she

          8  makes, she was making that day would be part of the

          9  mix.

         10                 So, I say this because I think our

         11  citizens, no matter where they come from, (a)

         12  deserve the best possible services for the libraries

         13  and the garbage pick-up and the after school and

         14  pre-k, but at the same time, we have to be very

         15  clear to do our part, to make sure that the services

         16  we do pay for are delivered in the most efficient

         17  possible way and we have to make it very clear that

         18  we really, really want to work on the public,

         19  private partnership, particularly one that involves

         20  the individual citizen.

         21                 I will never forget a thousand

         22  parents this weekend, and 400 strollers in that

         23  playground, everyone trying to do their best for the

         24  City.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Martinez, I understand you have an emergency

          4  and you would like to vote?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes, Madam

          6  Chair. With unanimous consent I'd like to vote aye

          7  on the general calendar order.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Weprin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 My predecessor Herbert Berman served

         15  as Chair of the Finance Committee for 13 years and

         16  during most of that time he authored tax reduction

         17  packages. I, in my short tenure as Finance Chair,

         18  had the privilege of authoring the largest real

         19  property tax in the history of the City of New York,

         20  and I expect to be authoring this progressive income

         21  tax, as well as the eighth of a point sales tax in

         22  the coming weeks, and I am running for reelection.

         23                 However, these are not ordinary

         24  times. These are not the times that my predecessor

         25  went through when he was Finance Chair. As the
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          2  Speaker indicated, and most of my colleagues, we're

          3  in a state of a crisis here, and I am old enough to

          4  remember the 1970s and the years and years it took

          5  to come out of the 1970s when we had libraries that

          6  never opened, when we had cultural institutions that

          7  were shut down, when we had mass layoffs of police,

          8  of fire, of uniformed services, much worse than even

          9  the Mayor's proposed Doomsday Budget.

         10                 So, that's why I feel it is my duty,

         11  as well as my colleagues' duty to support this

         12  package.

         13                 It's not something that we all

         14  wanted, as everybody indicated, it is a take it or

         15  leave it package. There are some very good things in

         16  this package, such as the $530 million MAC debt off

         17  the books for this year, as well as recurring

         18  removal of that debt for four continuous years, as

         19  well as a number of one-shots, including 150 million

         20  from the Battery Park City authority and 62 million

         21  from the Municipal Bond Bank agency.

         22                 I want to stress as has been stressed

         23  before that this is temporary, and I hope I will

         24  still be Finance Chair when it's removed, or at

         25  least in office.
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          2                 It is only two years in sales tax,

          3  three years on the PIT. It has been unanimously

          4  endorsed by the New York City Central Labor Council

          5  and the Municipal Labor Committee, and we're hoping

          6  that this package will avoid over 10,000 of layoffs.

          7                 All things being equal, I think it's

          8  the best we could do under the circumstances, and I

          9  urge my colleagues to support the package.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 You know, we're really here today

         16  because we want to spend money that we do not have,

         17  and the reason that we're spending that money is so

         18  that we can stay in the ball game, to continue to

         19  provide the flow of services that are for the City

         20  of New York.

         21                 It is regrettable that we don't have

         22  in this a commuter tax, but putting that aside, we

         23  do what we have to do. And those flow of services to

         24  the City are our responsibility, and I agree with

         25  what was said earlier. There were many comments made

                                                            39

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  about a new City Council, and I think this Council

          3  has served to certainly show that we have the

          4  courage and the gumption to make some very hard

          5  decisions, because the decisions we make are not

          6  popular. They go into people's pocketbooks, and they

          7  also cut services. But we have the courage to do

          8  that, because we believe in the survival of New York

          9  City and our neighborhoods and that is what we're

         10  doing today. And may I vote aye on this now, because

         11  I do have to leave?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 The City is in cardiac arrest and has

         19  no insurance policy and we must do better. We must

         20  create a rainy day fund and have that in place

         21  forever. We cannot allow the fiscal recklessness of

         22  prior years to repeat itself ever, ever again.

         23                 The people in this City are hurting

         24  terribly. And now we're about to vote to tell Albany

         25  to help us out by saying it's okay we're down, just
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          2  hit us again.

          3                 I cannot vote for this in good

          4  conscience without demanding that we make it a

          5  priority to have a rainy day fund in place.

          6                 These are years of hunger, but there

          7  were years of plenty, and no one stocked up.

          8                 So, I repeat that the City is in

          9  cardiac arrest, and we have to keep it alive, and

         10  regrettably I think we have no choice but to vote

         11  yes.

         12                 As a procedural issue, Mr. Speaker, I

         13  just would like to know whether there is any way to

         14  prevent people like myself from asking to be able to

         15  explain their vote?

         16                 No, I mean that seriously.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: It's a matter of

         18  ethical and moral responsibility, rather than rules.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I don't

         20  understand what that means.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: It means that anyone

         22  who does explain their vote, after having explained

         23  their vote will get some icy stairs, but as long as

         24  they vote yes, they're okay in going ahead.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Gonzalez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: I just want

          4  to say, thank you, Madam Advocate, for permission to

          5  speak.

          6                 I lost my uncle, and we buried him

          7  today. I would really like to bury this package as

          8  well. The reality is that it takes a responsible

          9  person, a tough person, that's who we are. So, today

         10  I take this vote and I take it with pride, and I

         11  have been to many of the senior centers, the

         12  community-based organizations, to my schools, in my

         13  district I have spoken to a lot of people, never for

         14  one second have I lost dialogue with them, because

         15  they know that our City is in trouble. They know

         16  that we have a crises. So, therefore, I stand here

         17  proud with dignity and able to say that I'm fine

         18  with this vote because I know that it means the

         19  betterment of our City, our children, our seniors

         20  and our future. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Sanders, I understand you have an emergency

         23  also? A lot of emergencies today.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes, our City

         25  seems to be in a major emergency, Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, and I rise for that purpose.

          3                 It is true that we did not get the

          4  commuter tax which the City definitely needs and

          5  certainly deserves. It is also true that we did not

          6  get the stock transfer tax that certainly would be

          7  useful and it would have saved the average New

          8  Yorkers from even the misery that has yet to be

          9  inflicted on it, because this budget does not solve

         10  all of our problems. It moves us to a position where

         11  we can do some things.

         12                 But I believe that this is a

         13  responsible budget that we have because the choices

         14  were indeed draconian. The choices were horrible.

         15                 We're talking about senior citizen

         16  centers shut down. We're talking libraries, we're

         17  talking firehouses, we're talking all of those

         18  things that have made this the greatest City in the

         19  world, New York City.

         20                 So, with that in mind, I certainly am

         21  going to vote yes and urge all of my colleagues to

         22  do so, as I encourage, in fact I praise our Speaker

         23  for taking such a courageous stand, but I also

         24  praise the black, Latino and Asian communities in

         25  the City Council for taking certain leadership
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          2  positions that have really pushed things here.

          3                 We need to find a way of getting New

          4  York City out of the hole, and I believe that all of

          5  the people together, rich as well as those who are

          6  not wealthy, can do it.

          7                 I vote yes on this.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Addabbo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 As some of us reluctantly vote today

         13  in favor of the state funding package, it's

         14  important to know that today it's not the crucial

         15  vote, but the real challenge lies ahead of us, as we

         16  discuss how this funding will be allocated and what

         17  programs can be restored.

         18                 Will we be able to keep libraries

         19  open? Will we be able to keep senior centers open?

         20  Will we be able to reopen zoos and keep firehouses

         21  open? That's the real challenge before us.

         22                 And the budget, that's the real most

         23  important vote that we'll have to face.

         24                 Our reluctance should be balanced

         25  with the fact that there is no real immediate
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          2  alternative within our control today, and that is a

          3  fact. And it is not our job to abandon our residents

          4  but to give them all of the services that they

          5  deserve. That is our job.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Katz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         10  Advocate, I'm going to be voting for this package

         11  today because I think it is the lesser of several

         12  evils that we have before us, and in retrospect, or

         13  I guess in perspective I think it's a good package

         14  and our speaker should be commended.

         15                 And in perspective I do believe that

         16  this is a good package and it's the only answer that

         17  we actually have.

         18                 The one thing I really don't

         19  understand, I served in the New York State Assembly

         20  for five years, and by the way, I do want to

         21  congratulate Joe Bruno and Shelly Silver for sending

         22  us, I think within their options, a decent package.

         23  But the one thing I don't understand is this

         24  commuter tax issue. And I want to put this in

         25  perspective for a lot of folks, and especially those
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          2  commuters that may actually be watching us or

          3  reading about this vote in the newspapers.

          4                 The strength of Nassau County, the

          5  strength of Suffolk County and the strength of

          6  Westchester is partly dependent on the strength of

          7  the City of New York.

          8                 The reason the values of their homes

          9  tend to be so high, the reason they want to live out

         10  there and work in the City is because of the

         11  proximity between New York City and those other

         12  counties. The reason that their neighborhoods are

         13  staying stable in part is because of the City of New

         14  York.

         15                 If the strength of the City of New

         16  York is diminished in any way, their values and

         17  their lives will also be affected.

         18                 So, the message I have for the

         19  commuters of the State of New York that earn a

         20  paycheck in the City of New York is this:

         21                 We appreciate that you come here and

         22  work and you get a paycheck, but this is not the end

         23  of our fiscal crisis. This is only the beginning and

         24  a first step to making sure that the City Council

         25  and the Mayor's Office gets us out of the fiscal
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          2  crisis that we're in. We've got a lot more work to

          3  do this year in order to get us out of this hole.

          4  So, if the commuters that work in the City of New

          5  York want to make sure that they still get their

          6  benefits that they have from living so close to the

          7  City and from earning a paycheck here, they must go

          8  to their state senators and their state

          9  assemblymembers and make sure that they understand

         10  that those elected officials understand how

         11  important it is that the fiscal health of the City

         12  of New York remains stable.

         13                 I thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Recchia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, Madam

         17  Public Advocate, I would like permission to cast my

         18  vote. I have some place to go.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I'd just like

         21  to explain it.

         22                 I'd like to thank the Speaker Shelly

         23  Silver and Joe Bruno for passing this, but most

         24  important, I'd like to send the message to the

         25  Governor.
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          2                 We hear from the Governor that he

          3  doesn't want to raise taxes because of the

          4  businesses in New York City, that businesses are

          5  going to leave New York City.

          6                 Right now, as of today, there are

          7  literally thousands of small businesses in New York

          8  City that are ready to close because Governor Pataki

          9  and Charles Gargano will not transfer money to the

         10  empire, to the grants, for the World Trade Center

         11  businesses, so they could get their thousands of

         12  dollars.

         13                 The other day there was an article in

         14  the New York Times explaining all of this. The Small

         15  Business Committee of the City Council, we held

         16  hearings on this, and we met with the City but the

         17  Governor's Office refuses to come forward. So, when

         18  they talk about they want to save businesses and

         19  help small businesses, they should put their money

         20  where their mouth is and transfer their money,

         21  because of this small businesses are ready to leave

         22  New York City.

         23                 So, what I'm saying, we have to save

         24  the City. That's why we have to vote aye, in the

         25  affirmative, for what Shelly Silver and Joe Bruno
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          2  are doing for our wonderful City.

          3                 I want to thank you. I want to thank

          4  the Speaker and the rest of the staff. Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          8  Madam Advocate.

          9                 I'll be voting yes today, although I

         10  dare say I think we all would like this to be the

         11  last time we vote for any type of sales tax increase

         12  because it is regressive. But in this case it's part

         13  of a fair package.

         14                 I think what we're seeing here is

         15  something very important about the role of the

         16  Legislature in a democracy, and I think a lot of

         17  credit goes to Speaker Miller in this instance.

         18                 This is a situation where our

         19  Executive Leader in Albany has abrogated his

         20  responsibility, rather than looking at the larger

         21  needs of the State and the City, he has remained

         22  silent, he has taken the most expedient of

         23  positions, and he's left it to the Legislatures,

         24  both in the State and in the City, to make the tough

         25  choices and take the tough actions.
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          2                 Speaker Miller has done an

          3  extraordinary job of defending the interests of this

          4  City in this package, and I give him great credit

          5  for that.

          6                 I also want to say that Speaker

          7  Silver in Albany has stood by us when it was very,

          8  very difficult to do so, and he has never waivered

          9  in the defense of the City.

         10                 But mostly I want to say something I

         11  thought I would never say in my entire life, God

         12  bless Joe Bruno. Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 You know, I guess some of my

         18  colleagues, including my colleague Bill DeBlasio,

         19  says it's nice and says nice things about Joe Bruno

         20  and the State Legislature today.

         21                 I can't say anything nice about the

         22  State Legislature today. I'm absolutely voting in

         23  opposition to this bill today.

         24                 Let me see if I get this right. We

         25  are thankful that we have taken an 18.5 percent
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          2  property tax increase, with increased our

          3  assessment? We're soon to see a 6.5 percent increase

          4  in our water and sewer rates, and now we have the

          5  authority from the state. We should thank the state

          6  that we can tax the already overtaxed residents of

          7  our great City? I don't think we should be thankful.

          8  I think we should be thankful, we should be happy to

          9  say victorious if we had a commuter tax, because

         10  that is right and that is just.

         11                 I think people should absolutely

         12  stand up today and they should say no, and they

         13  should send a message to the State Legislature. They

         14  should be doing real things for the City of New York

         15  beyond just taxing us again and again and again. And

         16  you know what, folks? Like Melinda Katz said, we'll

         17  be back here next year, and unfortunately we

         18  probably won't have a commuter tax and we may be

         19  taxing again, and we have to send a message to

         20  Albany, we're going to stand up and we're going to

         21  fight and we should say no more taxes and we should

         22  stop it right here and you folks should be joining

         23  me and voting in opposition to this today.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Gentile.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 Last week the State Legislature for

          6  the most part did their part in funding restorations

          7  for programs that are important to New York City,

          8  and not only voting for the restorations but voting

          9  for the funding of those restorations.

         10                 And I think those legislators who

         11  voted before that last week deserve our

         12  appreciation.

         13                 Certainly I believe that all of us,

         14  the Legislature and the State Legislature here and

         15  the City Council understand our responsibility to

         16  maintain programs and services to our constituents.

         17  And, so, now we are faced with this home rule

         18  message, and within this message we have a

         19  progressive income tax surcharge and a regressive

         20  sales tax imposition.

         21                 I've been an opponent of the sales

         22  tax since my days in the State Senate, and I will

         23  continue to be an opponent of the sales tax. The

         24  only bright spot here is that the sales tax

         25  imposition here does have a sunset provision, as
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          2  well as the surcharge on the personal income tax,

          3  and for that, given our responsibility to maintain

          4  those services and programs I will live with that

          5  sunset provision.

          6                 But I also understand that as an

          7  elected official, you can't play a shell game for

          8  too long. You can't say that you want services

          9  maintained and programs saved and then vote against

         10  the funding for those programs and for those

         11  services.

         12                 Unfortunately some elected, state

         13  elected officials didn't get that message and they

         14  voted for the programs but against the funding of

         15  those programs.

         16                 I hope that they see the light of day

         17  later today in their vote.

         18                 I will not play that shell game. And

         19  not playing that shell game means, Madam Public

         20  Advocate, that I will be voting aye.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Davis.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Today, as one

         24  of the members who voted no against the property tax

         25  hike, and I voted because I felt it was too high,
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          2  today I rise, and I will have to again vote no.

          3                 I vote no to firehouse closings; I

          4  vote no to layoffs; and no to pink slips. I vote no

          5  to senior citizen closings; and no to library

          6  closings. I vote no to museum cutbacks; and no to

          7  closing the zoos, in my community, Prospect Park, I

          8  vote no. And I vote yes to today's package. I want

          9  to make it very clear. I'm grateful to Joe Bruno.

         10  I'm grateful to Sheldon Silver. I'm grateful to

         11  Mayor Michael Bloomberg and Speaker Gifford Miller,

         12  and to the City Council, the entire City Councilmen

         13  and women alike. I'm grateful because we have

         14  demonstrated that we have a heart.

         15                 Of course, I'm against the sales tax.

         16  I think it's regressive, but I think during these

         17  tough times we have to make tough decisions.

         18                 A reporter asked me, what do you say

         19  to your constituents about the sales tax? I said

         20  I'll introduce all the people that received pink

         21  slips and were told you have to go, you can't come

         22  to work tomorrow.

         23                 I think, Pataki, you failed the City,

         24  and it's easy to say no, no, how difficult is it to

         25  say no? But what is your game plan? What is your
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          2  game plan. It's easy to say no. It's not about

          3  politics. It's not about party politics; it's about

          4  doing what is right for the City. What's your game

          5  plan to deliver us during these tough and difficult

          6  times? And I have no problem with voting against the

          7  party. I vote the best interests of the City. So, I

          8  encourage all of my colleagues, both republicans,

          9  democrats, across the board, to vote yes today, to

         10  vote for this package because it's a reasonable

         11  package, so that we can go as the united body and

         12  send a clear message to Albany that we're not

         13  republicans, we're not democrats, we're a New York

         14  City Council.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You should

         16  let him be the minister and reverend once more I

         17  think.

         18                 Council Member Nelson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 You had me going, Jimmy D, for awhile

         22  there. Couple of seconds at least.

         23                 When the Governor was running there

         24  was money all over the place and there wasn't a

         25  problem on the horizon at all, and low and behold
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          2  there were plenty of problems and now, according to

          3  him, there is no money, there's no way to get the

          4  money.

          5                 Sometimes you have to do the tough

          6  thing. Elected officials like to raise taxes, like

          7  it's as pleasant as telling your wife that she

          8  doesn't look good in the dress that she just bought

          9  and she has on, and you have ten minutes to get to a

         10  wedding in another borough. It's not pleasant. It's

         11  not something you want to do, but sometimes it just

         12  might be necessary. It's not the easy way out.

         13                 To be a politician, it would be easy

         14  to vote no and then go back to your district and say

         15  look what I did, you know, aren't I great? Let the

         16  City suffer more, Fire, Police, seniors, suffer the

         17  children perhaps. It's not what we want to do.

         18                 This is far from the perfect budget,

         19  but I think duty and courage dictate that we do vote

         20  yes for this. And fight more from Albany of course.

         21  So many different ways, so many unfair equations. To

         22  get the commuter dues, it's not commuter taxes, the

         23  commuter dues, it's all it should be called is

         24  commuter dues, to get these people to shake up a

         25  little bit for the money they make in this City and
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          2  they walk away from us and all the services they

          3  receive.

          4                 We need our fair share, we're still

          5  going to fight for it. I compliment the Speaker and

          6  all those who vote aye. Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         10  Public Advocate.

         11                 Let me just say to my brother, James

         12  Davis, that speech was like a daytime Friday

         13  afternoon soap opera cliffhanger. Very well done.

         14                 Seventeen months ago, in our very

         15  first session as a body, when we elected a

         16  leadership slate, shortly after being named Minority

         17  Leader, I gave my first speech on the floor of the

         18  City Council, and I said to my new colleagues,

         19  particularly those folks who had come to Albany that

         20  the City Council historically was much more

         21  bipartisan, and that republicans, in fact, did work

         22  with republicans and we had a very productive

         23  relationship.

         24                 After watching the last few weeks

         25  episodes of Bizarre World up in Albany, I want to
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          2  tell you that that's not what I had in mind.

          3                 But I think the last 17 months have

          4  proven here that we agree more times than not and I

          5  think each of us has given the other an opportunity

          6  to find out what we're really about and work

          7  together.

          8                 I truly believe that each of us wants

          9  the City to succeed and believes that what he or she

         10  is doing is the right thing, but there are reasons

         11  why some of us are democrats and some of us are

         12  republicans, there are fundamental differences. It

         13  doesn't make me right, it doesn't make you right.

         14                 Clearly in this body the one obvious

         15  fundamental divide has been on the tax issue, and

         16  I'm chagrinned in my own party because I think we

         17  have ceded to you folks several issues, and I think

         18  that if we continue to cede issues to you that the

         19  GOP should pack up his tent and go home. Mayor

         20  Bloomberg won't need non-partisan elections, but we

         21  will all think alike.

         22                 And I don't think that's terribly

         23  healthy. We believe that there is a spending problem

         24  here, and I think some of us have lost sight. I

         25  mean, the Citizen Budget Commission put out and said
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          2  that these deficits are due more to spending than

          3  the loss in revenues. That's what we see the problem

          4  being.

          5                 And I'm not sure I see a plan. I know

          6  I see these ad hoc tax increases, but I don't know

          7  if restoration is the same thing as reinventing or

          8  reforming.

          9                 What I also want to say is that, if I

         10  just get five seconds, because I think you'll like

         11  this. The spinmaster of the Administration is at it

         12  again, in addition to almost blowing the whole damn

         13  thing up by being too cute and a half with Sheldon

         14  Silver, he said in the newspaper that this was only

         15  going to impact Manhattan, and Riverdale and

         16  Brooklyn Heights, and I think those people are

         17  citizens of the City of New York, and they shouldn't

         18  take the burden. But I asked him to go get a

         19  Hangstrom Map and realized that this is not Albany

         20  and this is not Delmar County, that the folks in

         21  Staten Island, the folks in Brooklyn, the folks in

         22  Queens, you know, the Bronx, there are lots of folks

         23  who are going to be impacted by this, and their not

         24  affluent, they're making ends meet, or maybe a shade

         25  above that in some cases, and they pay the price.
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          2  And I've gone over way too long.

          3                 But I just want to say this is what

          4  we fundamentally believe in. We say it in a

          5  respectful manner, respectfully I vote no.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council Member.

          8                 Council Member Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you. I

         10  am convinced that at this time, with the option of a

         11  commuter tax taken away from us by Albany, this

         12  package of revenue increases that we're asking for I

         13  suppose today is the best available option to us,

         14  and so I will vote to support them.

         15                 But I also want to remind everyone

         16  that there are two parts. There is both a revenue

         17  part and a spending part, and I guess what I would

         18  hope that the public understands is that even though

         19  the timing of today's vote is dictated by the timing

         20  of the Albany calendar, this is really part of the

         21  budget process and the budget that we're going to be

         22  adopting in a month or so, and there are going to be

         23  spending cuts to come. That's the truth of it.

         24                 What we're doing today is we're

         25  asking for this so that we don't have to cut beyond
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          2  what the City can really afford. We don't have to

          3  reduce the police force to the point where it's like

          4  it was in the seventies where didn't feel they could

          5  go out at night, so we don't have to cut trash

          6  pick-ups, so that trash piles up on the street;

          7  we're doing this today so that we don't have to make

          8  cuts that will be truly devastating to the City. But

          9  make no mistake, we still have -- there are cuts yet

         10  to be made, and we're going to be doing that in the

         11  month ahead, and I would want the public to

         12  understand that, that even though the timing of

         13  today's vote is what it is, this is only part of the

         14  solution.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Baez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Thank you.

         18                 The State Senate and Assembly, in my

         19  opinion, have gone out on a limb to agree on a

         20  package that provides our City with aide which we so

         21  desperately need.

         22                 I am sure that all of them were not

         23  happy about every provision in the package. Just

         24  like I am not thrilled with all of them. I would

         25  ordinarily oppose any sales tax increase. This tax
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          2  weighs heaviest on our poorest residents, but we've

          3  managed to get a smaller increase than was first

          4  proposed. So, just as Albany law-makers have come

          5  together for the City's benefit, we have to come

          6  together also. I urge my colleagues to vote yes

          7  today. Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Vann.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 I'm not really voting for this

         13  package. I'm really voting against the alternative.

         14  I'm, voting against the alternative, not for this

         15  package. But I'm glad to be able to vote my

         16  alternative, and I owe that to you, Mr. Speaker, all

         17  of the members of this City Council, in

         18  particularly, the Caucus, Black and Latino Caucus,

         19  because we created an energy and public opinion that

         20  encourage our state leaders to come to an agreement.

         21                 One clarification. The Legislature

         22  have not yet voted on this package. They sent it

         23  back to New York City for us to say we want you to

         24  vote on this package. Now they will vote on this

         25  package once we said it's okay, because we're voting
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          2  against the alternative.

          3                 And we have to understand, it's

          4  unprecedented for Bruno and Silver to come together

          5  symbolizing the most conservatism in our state and

          6  the liberalism in our state to come together to

          7  agree on a package whether it's progressive or

          8  regressive against the will of the Governor. This is

          9  unprecedented, and in that there is some hope.

         10  Unfortunately it's about trying to reduce the pain,

         11  but if they can come together around this, perhaps

         12  they can come together around promoting and

         13  advocating empowerment of our people in the state,

         14  not just to reduce some of the pain.

         15                 And finally I want to say one word on

         16  something that Councilman Barron mentioned. My

         17  entire tenure I've always been involved in saving

         18  the state and saving the City and saving the nation,

         19  at the same time my community is going down.

         20                 We played an integral role, an

         21  integral role in making sure that this alternative

         22  became the reality. When it's time to restore, when

         23  it's time to spend, don't forget the role that we

         24  played in making it possible. Make sure that the

         25  communities of need, of greatest need are responded
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          2  to by providing the basic services that those people

          3  deserve. I'm not voting for this, I'm voting against

          4  the alternative.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          8  Madam Chair.

          9                 I just want to sort of go back to a

         10  statement that I agreed with that my colleague

         11  Simcha Felder made, which is that we should never

         12  cross this road again. The package, and I think

         13  Councilman Vann said it best, is we're taking the

         14  best of the worst alternative that we have. Sales

         15  tax is extremely regressive. Those who are mobile or

         16  savvy with technology will most likely get around

         17  this, which means that we probably won't get as much

         18  revenue as we expect to, but those who are not,

         19  those who are poor and don't have access will be

         20  carrying that burden, and it's all relative. People

         21  talk about the PIT and how the rich are now being

         22  asked to pay. Well, they have a lot more to spend.

         23  They have disposable income. So, when you weigh the

         24  two it's really not in balance, so I don't see the

         25  balance that we're talking about here.
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          2                 Will we get out of this hole? I hope

          3  so. I hope that we will establish a rainy day fund

          4  and really come up with new methodologies for

          5  developing budgets and dealing with revenues here in

          6  the City of New York. No one likes taxes. No one

          7  likes taxes, but I've seen this Council rise to the

          8  occasion. I've seen the Black Latino Asian Caucus

          9  snap into action providing alternatives.

         10                 I've seen Speaker Miller going to

         11  Albany week after week after week advocating, and

         12  for this I believe we've come up with the best

         13  solution and we need to send a signal to Speaker

         14  Sheldon Silver and to Joe Bruno, that we will accept

         15  this but that we should not make this a practice for

         16  the City of New York, but create a way going forward

         17  that we never see these days again. We're moving

         18  forward. We're rising up. We should never subject

         19  another generation of people in the City of New York

         20  to these types of measures ever again.

         21                 I'll be voting yes.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 I'm not too happy with this package,

          3  but it is the best option that we have.

          4                 For those of you who voted no, I want

          5  you to help me explain, or you should be basically

          6  going to your district and explain to those parents

          7  when you say, well, we have to cut day care slots.

          8                 I want you to explain to the seniors

          9  that they cannot get their meals or the centers have

         10  to be closed. I want you to explain how the people

         11  near to the firehouses that their firehouses will be

         12  closed. I want you to explain to that fireman that,

         13  listen, you have gone through the training but now

         14  you cannot be a fireman or a policeman.

         15                 I want you to explain to the folks

         16  who have their kids going to after school program or

         17  he beacon program that there is no longer going to

         18  be a beacon program.

         19                 I want you to explain in the area

         20  where there is a health center, that they have to

         21  cut services, or even you have to cut the senior

         22  centers, or you have to cut the nursing homes.

         23                 I want you also to explain to my

         24  young brothers who are trying to get a college

         25  education, that there is no money for college and
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          2  they have to have what is called a tuition increase.

          3                 And also, I want you to explain to

          4  those 10,000 people that have to be laid off where

          5  they're going to get their next meal from.

          6                 If you can explain all of that, then

          7  we can say no. But with your clearcut understanding

          8  that all these things will be affected, you should

          9  be voting yes, and I will be voting yes on this

         10  bill.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Gennaro.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 We've heard some discussion today

         16  from Council Member Felder and Council Member Clarke

         17  and perhaps others about the creation of a rainy day

         18  fund, and to me that sort of feeds into that mindset

         19  that we always have to reach out to our own people,

         20  and to take care of all the problems, and I would

         21  contend, I would like to support Peter Vallone,

         22  Jr.'s comments, our rainy day fund goes up every

         23  year.  The $3.5 billion that we send to Albany, you

         24  know, more than we get back, that's our rainy day

         25  fund. So, I think first things first. Albany has
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          2  been feeding off us for so long and for so many

          3  years and I'd like to thank Speaker Miller and

          4  others that finally convinced the State Legislature

          5  to, in some small measure, just to realize what's

          6  going on, and I can only hope that this is the

          7  beginning of ripping the nipple out of Albany's

          8  mouth, and so with that I will be supporting this

          9  program.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Lanza.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I normally just keep my mouth shut

         15  and vote no, but a lot of questions have been asked

         16  today and explanations sought and so I will explain

         17  my position.

         18                 My warning to taxpayers is to beware

         19  of politicians who tell you about the vital services

         20  of yours that they're going to cut of their choosing

         21  unless you ante up again and again and again. That

         22  scare tactic is as old as the tax and spend movement

         23  itself.

         24                 The fact of the matter here is, is

         25  that we don't have to ask New York City residents to
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          2  pay more in state personal income tax, more in state

          3  sales tax, more in City personal income tax, and

          4  more in City sales tax to fend off those vital

          5  services which are so selectively described in this

          6  body. We hear about those that are most egregious

          7  and most scary.

          8                 But I'm here to tell you that we

          9  don't need to make those cuts by raising taxes. We

         10  can do them by virtue of the other measures in this

         11  package, like the refinancing aspect of it.

         12                 I also think it's laughable that

         13  we're supposed to thank Albany for having us pay all

         14  these taxes. They remind me of the guy who walks

         15  into a bar and calls for a round of drinks and then

         16  presents you with the bill. My response to them is

         17  thanks but no thanks.

         18                 If we're going to come out of this

         19  crisis, we've got to send a message to hard-working

         20  families that this is the place to live and to work.

         21  We've got to send the message to businesses that

         22  this is the place to make the investment and become

         23  successful so that you can provide the tax base. And

         24  quite frankly, pardon the pun, the message we send

         25  is take a hike.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member McMahon.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 Mr. Speaker and all my colleagues, as

          7  I sit here I have a very good vantage point in this

          8  room because I sit here in the shadow of Thomas

          9  Jefferson and look at all of those who have come

         10  before us in this nation, and I look up and I see

         11  the statement from President Lincoln, this is a

         12  government of the people by the people for the

         13  people. I'm reminded of the fact that the debate

         14  over taxes and the debate over the relationship

         15  between local, state and federal governments is one

         16  that has raged in this nation and been fought in

         17  this nation since its inception, and it's one that

         18  we continue to have.

         19                 I believe that no one in this room is

         20  happy with their vote today, those who vote no

         21  certainly think that they have to answer the

         22  question of what are the cuts that I would impose,

         23  and certainly those who have to vote yes look at it

         24  and say is this the right thing to do when we have

         25  to raise taxes. It's an unpleasant vote, but it's
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          2  one that really serves to speak to the whole spirit

          3  and history of this nation and the journey of

          4  America and the journey of New York City.

          5                 I believe that we have no other

          6  choice today. As Dr. Panglos said in Moaire's book

          7  "we live in the best of all possible worlds," and

          8  the best of all possible deals that we have today in

          9  this moment in time is the deal that's before us.

         10                 But we must commit ourselves to make

         11  good on our promises to reinvent government, and to

         12  make government more efficient, and to make sure

         13  that the people get for every tax dollar they pay,

         14  they get their dollar's worth, and there's much work

         15  for this Council to do and there's much work for

         16  this Administration to do, and I believe that we are

         17  committed to do it.

         18                 I also believe that if we did not do

         19  this today, this is not about fringe programs, this

         20  is not about good programs. This is about essential

         21  programs. If we do not case the vote in the

         22  affirmative today, we will not be picking up

         23  garbage, we will not be having firefighters to save

         24  lives and police officers to save lives, we are

         25  doing what is necessary today, let us commit to
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          2  continue to do what is necessary tomorrow.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I was extremely

          6  quiet over here and I have to make a single

          7  statement, but feel compelled at this moment to

          8  stand up because the conversation that has been

          9  going on in here about the evil forces of taxes is

         10  something that is really taking me back.

         11                 Here I am listening to the reason why

         12  this nation went to a revolution. It was for the

         13  lack of representation, not because they hate

         14  taxation.

         15                 They believe that taxation pay for

         16  the things that we need. Without taxes we will have

         17  no schools. Without taxes we don't have no

         18  infrastructure. Without taxes we cannot have, plain

         19  put it, we will not have a civilization.

         20                 And speaking in here about taxes in

         21  the context of being an evil force that come from

         22  somewhere that we cannot control and that we should

         23  not be associated with, is something that is going

         24  to the nation and the fundamental concept of what

         25  this country is about.
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          2                 I believe this country is about

          3  bringing humanity to the higher level possible. I

          4  believe that taxation is about making sure that we

          5  live a quality of life that is not similar to a man

          6  in a cage, and that's what taxation is about.

          7                 It's not about being evil. It's not

          8  about being a corrupt politician. It's about

          9  recognizing and understanding that in order for us

         10  to have infrastructure services and cover the needs

         11  of a child that borne into poverty and get them out

         12  of poverty is the right thing to do for the nation

         13  as great as ours is. That's what taxes are about.

         14  And for that reason, nobody here should apologize.

         15  Nobody here should say that I am voting in this

         16  package against my will, because I am not willing to

         17  speak about taxation.

         18                 So, perhaps the republican party can

         19  take that position. Thank God I belong to the

         20  democratic party where we understand that taxation

         21  with representation is okay, and for this reason,

         22  Mr. Speaker, the fair share campaign is the right

         23  campaign.

         24                 Mr. Pataki, send the money that we

         25  send to Albany, because it belongs to us.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Koppell.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I was not

          5  going to address the body today because my

          6  colleagues have done a good job of explaining why it

          7  was necessary for us to raise revenue in this time

          8  of crisis for this City, but I was fascinated at the

          9  republicans who said what we ought to be doing is

         10  cutting. We're not running an efficient government.

         11  That's the problem.

         12                 You know, it's interesting that we've

         13  had a republican Mayor for nine years now, Mayor

         14  Giuliani trumpeted as the greatest Mayor that this

         15  City has had by the republican party, and that's who

         16  put together the budget. That's who set the spending

         17  plan. That's who hired the people which they now say

         18  are excess.

         19                 And what about in Albany? Have we

         20  seen democratic domination up there, which has

         21  resulted in the wasteful spending that they talk

         22  about? No. We've had Governor Pataki now for eight

         23  years in Albany, and we've had a state senate that

         24  could block every penny of wasteful spending. We

         25  have had in essence in New York City and New York
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          2  State Republican Leadership that has put us in a

          3  position right now where we have an $11 billion

          4  deficit that we have to close on a state level and a

          5  $6 billion deficit starting out this year on a City

          6  level. That's what we have to thank the Republican

          7  leadership for.

          8                 And now we hear the Republicans in

          9  this body stand up and criticize us for trying to do

         10  the responsible thing and repair the damage that

         11  they helped create. It really is a fascinating

         12  session from that point of view.

         13                 I would say that both on a national

         14  and a state level the myth that republicans are

         15  fiscally responsible has been shown to be just that,

         16  a myth, and it is the democratic party and the

         17  democratic leadership of this City and this state

         18  that is going to bring us through this fiscal crisis

         19  without destroying the quality of life that has made

         20  New York City once again a place that people want to

         21  come to and want to live in.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Can we move

         23  on now, please?

         24                 Report of Special Committees.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

                                                            75

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

          3  Standing Committees.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          5  Committee on Civil Service and Labor.

          6                 Intro. 96-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          8  over.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 135-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         11  over.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         13  Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation,

         14  Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disabled Services.

         15                 Reso 752-A.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         17  over.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         19  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         20                 Preconsidered M 577.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  general order calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         24  Committee on Transportation.

         25                 Reso 730.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and laid

          3  over.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 750.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and laid

          6  over.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 833.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and laid

          9  over.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 834.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and laid

         12  over.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         14  Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 52-A.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         18  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on A General

         20  Order Calendar.

         21                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         22  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         23  Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Permission to

         16  explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you. Very

         19  quickly. I want to make sure that the Council

         20  Members that vote no today are not punished. That's

         21  right. I had my parking permit stripped for voting

         22  no. I was taken off of a Committee. I still haven't

         23  received my parking permit because I voted no last

         24  time. I was taken off my committee because I voted

         25  no, and in this democracy we cannot, in this Council
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          2  we cannot have a Council where you're punished for

          3  voting no.

          4                 So, if I vote yes today, will I be

          5  rewarded? If I vote yesterday, would I be put back

          6  on my committee? If I vote yesterday, Mayor

          7  Bloomberg, will I get back my parking permit?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We'll look

          9  into it.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: I don't want to

         11  be given anything for my vote, or taken anything

         12  away because of my vote. I want to just have a

         13  democracy where people can vote the will of the

         14  people.

         15                 So, I wholeheartedly vote without any

         16  retribution or reward, I vote aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

          7  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

          8  explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: This would

         11  not have been necessitated if it wasn't for the

         12  revisionist history provided to this body by my

         13  colleague Oliver Koppell.

         14                 I just wanted to give him a little

         15  reminder that maybe we're in a lot of this mess

         16  because on the State level we have a State Assembly

         17  which is entirely controlled by democrats, and in

         18  the City Council, for a great number of years I

         19  don't ever recall having a republican majority. At

         20  the best I think we were 44 to seven. So, Oliver,

         21  please don't blame everything, no more revisionist

         22  history, just stick to the merits for once. Thank

         23  you.

         24                 Oh, and I vote no, of course.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, it's just important to note that even with

          8  proposed taxes, the overall tax burden taking into

          9  account federal taxes will be going down compared to

         10  recent times. I vote yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, I want to concur with the sentiments of my

         18  colleague James Davis.

         19                 As you know, the last time I voted

         20  no, mine too, my parking permit was taken away from

         21  me, I was thrown off the most prominent committee in

         22  this Council, the Finance Committee, and I think no

         23  one was more punished than me because my district

         24  was redistricted in a way by both houses so that I

         25  could lose my election this coming year.
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          2                 But all those threats in mind, and

          3  all those things that happened, has not shaken my

          4  conviction or my principles, and at any time if I

          5  feel that there's something going on in this body

          6  that is not in the best interest of my constituents,

          7  and of this City, I will certainly be happy to vote

          8  no, no matter what threats or what so-called perks

          9  that I may lose.

         10                 Also, I want to make clear something

         11  and there's something I want to bring up in the

         12  future. Since we're going to be taxing our new

         13  constituents, I think it's very important that we

         14  not take any money for them in our campaigns. You

         15  know, we're getting four to one matching funds. I

         16  think this is wrong, we should go back to 1991 and

         17  only receive one dollar in matching funds, and if an

         18  opponent who joins the race doesn't pay give them

         19  two to one. But for us to take four to one from New

         20  Yorkers at this time when we're taxing to this tune

         21  I think is wrong and immoral. Thank you. I vote no.

         22  I mean, yes. Yes, yes, yes, yes, yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Tempted

          3  though I am by Mr. Gallagher, I vote yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: No.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Monserrate

         12  votes aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes, thank

         19  you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I'd like to
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          2  explain my vote.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, the

          4  silent one. So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

          6                 The forecast calls for pain. Pain in

          7  the City, pain in our pocket. I just want the record

          8  to show that some of us who were in the Council in

          9  the previous term express our concern, Madeline

         10  Provenzano, Bill Perkins will remember, about where

         11  we were headed and the Speaker. Where we were headed

         12  if we did not only have a rainy day fund, but check

         13  our spending and use the opportunity of that surplus

         14  presented to pay down our debt, and were poo-pood by

         15  the leadership, as well as the Mayor. Yet nobody was

         16  really paying attention. Well, here we are today.

         17  So, this forecast is a painful one. I think we

         18  learned a lesson, we ought to move forward, but I

         19  also think that the republicans ought to move

         20  forward and learn a lesson, because maybe the reason

         21  you only have three, when you had seven was because

         22  there wasn't a leadership coming from the republican

         23  party and your districts express that frustration.

         24                 So, when you look at us and we're

         25  trying to provide leadership in an era when every
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          2  one of us is facing re-election, don't express it as

          3  if this is some Bush, cut the pain whatever it is

          4  that Bush and Pataki come up with, some rhetoric

          5  about taxes, we're asking you to provide leadership

          6  in the City to make sure that the City remains

          7  whole. And then maybe you'll have a caucus that has

          8  some balance in the Council.

          9                 I vote aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: On behalf of

         18  my senior centers and my policemen and firemen and

         19  my kids and my young people, I vote aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: May I explain

         22  Allan Jennings' vote?

         23                 I vote aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I assume that

                                                            85

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  was a Queens thing? Explain my vote, Madam Advocate.

          3                 I would not want this session to

          4  conclude without there being one statement

          5  recognizing that some of our colleagues in the State

          6  Assembly and the Senate will be taking a very, very

          7  difficult vote as they go to override the Governor's

          8  veto, and I would like them to know that we both

          9  understand that and that the people appreciate the

         10  pressure some of them will be under to make that

         11  vote, but it is the right vote to take to override

         12  that Governor's veto. We thank them for that.

         13                 Having concluded that, I revote. My

         14  vote is aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         21  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: In keeping the

         24  theme commenced by Sir Oliver Koppell soliloquy on

         25  consistency, you know, it's real interesting that
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          2  the same institution, the City Council, that has

          3  said when it comes to luxury decontrol, $250,000 was

          4  not wealthy, the same body is now saying that a

          5  couple earning $150,000 is affluent and is wealthy.

          6  I vote no.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER:  My colleagues, we

         11  didn't get us into this mess. We were bombed. We

         12  have a national recession, particularly affecting

         13  City sectors of the economy. Maybe we could have

         14  made some better choices in the nineties, but it is

         15  left to us to lead us out of this mess, and lead we

         16  will. And that means setting a course, even a tough

         17  course, and then seeing the journey through.

         18                 This is a course that calls for

         19  shared sacrifice from all New Yorkers. It is a

         20  course that reflects that we can't provide all the

         21  services that we had wanted to and have in the past.

         22  It is a course that reflects that in these times of

         23  falling revenues we have to ask for those,

         24  particularly those, who have a little bit more, to

         25  contribute a little bit more.
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          2                 I think it's important to note, as my

          3  colleague did, that no one's tax bill, when you net

          4  out the federal taxes and the State and the City

          5  taxes, no one's tax bill will go up next year. It

          6  will go down. Even though, and that being financed,

          7  by the way, by turning the largest surplus in

          8  history into the largest deficit in history, but

          9  there you go, we'll thank him for turning it into

         10  the largest deficit in history. And if he were

         11  providing real support and our fair share in New

         12  York City, where we send six and a half billion

         13  dollars more to the federal government than we get

         14  back, we wouldn't have a fiscal crisis at all.

         15                 So, it is left to us to be

         16  responsible, and it is left to us to set that

         17  course. Set it we will. This is not -- we have not

         18  sailed into the harbor. There are still choppy seas

         19  ahead of us, there are still tough decisions to

         20  make. We will make them as we have every step of the

         21  way and I look forward to doing that with all of

         22  you, and thank you for your support for this

         23  important measure.

         24                 I vote aye.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The item on
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          2  today's general order calendar were adopted by a

          3  vote of 46 in the affirmative, three in the negative

          4  and zero abstentions.

          5                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          6                 Mr. Speaker.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills will be

          8  referred to the committee as indicated on the

          9  agenda.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         11  of resolutions.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: There are no

         13  resolutions, and I challenge someone to discuss

         14  them.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I be

         16  excused to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You? No.

         18                 General Discussion?

         19                 Seeing nobody, the meeting is

         20  adjourned.

         21                 (Hearing concluded at 5:20 p.m.)

         22

         23

         24
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