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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Michael Keogh, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No:  309-A
Committee:
 Housing and Buildings 



	Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the creation of a database of professional engineers and architects who self-certify false or noncompliant building permit applications or plans and in relation to sanctioning professional engineers and registered architects who self-certify a false or noncompliant building permit application or plans.

	Sponsors:
Council Members Vacca, Nelson, Addabbo Jr., Avella, Fidler, Gentile, James, Koppell, Sanders Jr., Seabrook, Stewart, Weprin, Liu, Arroyo, White Jr., Oddo, McMahon, and Mendez.



	Summary of Legislation:  The Department of Buildings would revoke the professional certification privileges of professionals who have either “knowingly or negligently” certified plans containing false or incorrect information or submitted two professionally certified applications within any twelve-month period that either led to revocation of a permit or otherwise demonstrated incompetence or a lack of knowledge of applicable lawsthree times within one year; place those whose privileges have been revoked on six-months probation once the professional has been reinstated; and permanently revoke the privileges of those on probation who have filed false plans. The professional engineer or registered architect on probation must attend mandatory education courses about building code compliance and must provide proof of having taken the courses.  One year or more after suspension, the professional engineer or registered architect may apply for the restoration of professional certification privileges. The Department will also maintain a database of  professional engineers and registered architects whose privileges have been revoked and will post on its website their names, the description and initial date of the limitation, the restoration date if and when applicable, the addresses of the locations for the applications associated with the limitation, and whether such limitation was imposed after a hearing or a settlement.  In addition, the Department will provide information concerning any revocation, suspension, or condition with respect to a specific professional engineer or registered architect in the database to any person requesting such information.  



	Effective Date:  This local law would take effect immediately upon its enactment into law, except that the provisions regarding mandatory course of compliance with building codes for professional engineers or registered architects on probation would take effect 120 days after enactment.


	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2008.



	Fiscal Impact Statement:
Effective FY07

FY Succeeding

Effective FY08

Full Fiscal

Impact FY08

Revenues 

$0

$0

$0

Expenditures 

$0

$0

$0

Net

$0

$0

$0



	Impact on Revenues:  There will be no impact on revenues due to the enactment of this legislation.



	Impact on Expenditures:  There will be no impact on expenditures due to the enactment of this legislation.


	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  Not applicable.  



	Source of Information:
City Council Finance Division 

                                                

	Estimate Prepared By:    Ralph P. Hernandez, Legislative Financial Analyst

David Pechefsky, Assistant Director

                                             City Council Finance Division



	History:
Introduced by Council on April 26, 2006.  Hearing held by Committee on September 21, 2006.                             

                        To be considered by Committee as Intro. 309-A on January 30, 2007.
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