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INT. NO. 528
By: Council Members Gennaro, McMahon, Addabbo, Avella, Baez, Clarke, Comrie, Fidler, Foster, Gentile, Katz, Koppell, Liu, Nelson, Quinn, Recchia, Reed, Rivera, Seabrook, Sears, Serrano, Stewart, Weprin and Yassky 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Chapter one of title 16 is amended by adding a new section 16-111.1

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the frequency of street litter basket collection.

OVERVIEW:

On September 18, 2003 the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management, chaired by Council Member Michael E. McMahon, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 528. This bill would amend title 16 of the administrative code of the city of New York by adding a new Section 16-111.1. which would make daily collection of street litter baskets mandatory in all local service delivery districts.

Background


The frequency of street litter basket collection outside of Manhattan has been an on going dispute between current and past administrations and the City Council and community groups. Prior and present administrations claimed picking up baskets two or three times a week is sufficient. The Council and community groups felt that two or three pickups were inadequate because baskets were overflowing. In the Fiscal Year 2002 budget the Council added $1.4 million to fund supplemental basket collections in the boroughs other than Manhattan. Despite the City’s fiscal crisis for Fiscal Year 2003 and 2004 and the proposal by the Mayor in both years to cut the supplemental basket collection funds, the City Council restored the $1.4 million to continue the program.


Despite the annual budget of $9.9 million for basket collections and the $1.4 million for supplemental pickups, shortly after July 1, 2003, communities from the outer boroughs began complaining that street litter baskets were overflowing and not being picked up on a regular basis.  


The New York Daily News investigated this summer’s trash problem by touring the City only to find, among other things, “eyesores – and nose annoyances – all over, including…boxes and bags of recycling trash…stuffed into overflowing city litter baskets.”
 

The Daily News trash investigation prompted a second front-page story the next day with the headline, “Trash is here to stay.” 
 The front-page also contained an apparent quote by John Doherty, the Commissioner of Sanitation, telling the City to “get used to it.”
 Although sanitation officials told the daily News that the city’s 25,000 litter baskets were being emptied on a regular basis, Commissioner Doherty’s comments about the inability to correct the trash problem were based on the City’s cut back in recycling pick-ups and the laying-off of 114 sanitation workers “whose duties included emptying city litter baskets.”
 

On August 13, 2003, the Daily News ran it’s third day in a row of front-page trash problem headlines with Mayor Bloomberg apparently disagreeing with the Sanitation Commissioner’s comments over the litter basket / trash problem and the possible solutions.
 Mayor Bloomberg responded by saying that, “we are not going to just give up, and say ‘get used to it!’ that’s outrageous.” In an attempt to solve the litter basket overflow problem, the Mayor authorized $275,000 a week in overtime for sanitation workers to empty public litter baskets.
 

During the Sanitation budget hearings this past June, Council Members on the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management predicted to the Administration that their projected lay-offs of sanitation workers and cut backs in recycling pick-ups would lead to dirtier streets and that large amounts of funds would have to be spent on overtime to clean up the city which would offset most, if not all, of the Administration’s projected savings. 


It appears that despite the continuation of full funding for the basket collection program, sanitation workers who performed litter basket collections were either laid off or moved to other duties. By codifying the frequency of collections, sufficient staff would have to be deployed to comply with the law.

� Daily News, Hip-Deep In Stinky Mess, New Yorkers Trash-Talk Garbage Pileup, by Carrie Melago and Alison Gendar, August 11, 2003,


� Daily News, Trash is here to stay, by Alison Gendar, August 12, 2003.


� Id.


� Id.


� Daily News, More Cash for Trash, by Michael Saul and Alison Gendar, August 13, 2003.


� Id.
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