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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Good morning, my

          3  colleagues, Council Member Christine Quinn, Eric

          4  Gioia and Melinda Katz.

          5                 We have three items on the agenda,

          6  one of which is Land Use No. 249, 20045656 TCM, an

          7  application by KK&D to establish an unenclosed

          8  sidewalk cafe located at 2200-02 Frederick Douglas

          9  Boulevard.

         10                 I do not see anybody here

         11  representing the applicant. We will lay this item

         12  over.

         13                 The other two items on the agenda is

         14  Land Use No. 216, C040206 ZMR, application submitted

         15  by Council Member Andrew Lanza, for a rezoning from

         16  an R3-A district to an R1-2 district. Property

         17  bounded by Clinton Road and other streets.

         18                 And the other application is Land Use

         19  No. 217, C040189 ZMR. Application submitted by

         20  Giffords Civic Association, and Council Member

         21  Andrew Lanza. It is also a rezoning application

         22  changing from an R3-1 district to an R2 district,

         23  property bounded by Arthur Kill Road and other

         24  streets.

         25                 We have been waiting for Council
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          2  Member Lanza. We believe there must be a problem

          3  with traffic that he is not here, since we know how

          4  interested he is in moving these applications ahead

          5  as quickly as possible.

          6                 What we will do is, we do have

          7  representatives of Gifford Civic Association here,

          8  who is a co-applicant on Land Use No. 217. I would

          9  like to call up Francis Edwards, who maybe just can

         10  give a little presentation to the Committee on what

         11  the application is.

         12                 MS. EDWARDS: Okay. The application is

         13  just to down zone an area of Gray Kills that already

         14  has been downzoned, but now with the development the

         15  way it is, we're seeing a lot of tear-downs, and we

         16  just really want to preserve our area.

         17                 I am the vice president of the Civic

         18  Association, and I just want to say, there were many

         19  steps leading up to this application in all levels

         20  of government. Our thanks goes to every level of

         21  government that helped us, and especially to

         22  Councilman Lanza and his office, who held us through

         23  the whole application process.

         24                 Our application is enhanced by the

         25  work of the Committees, the Councilman and the task
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          2  force.

          3                 I would like the Committee to know

          4  that we are predominantly a community of older

          5  one-family homes, many of which were built in the

          6  1920s and the 1950s. There is nothing regal or

          7  elegant about our neighborhood, with the exception

          8  of its people, its people who work together as a

          9  contributing force to preserve the quality of life

         10  on Staten Island and the undeniable spirit of New

         11  York City. Our application speaks for all New

         12  Yorkers and their neighborhood, it requests simply

         13  that the character and stability of the areas that

         14  we, who choose to stay in New York, as active

         15  contributing citizens, remain intact.

         16                 We ask that the neighborhoods where

         17  many of us were born, raised our children and

         18  nurtured our grandchildren and where many streets

         19  now bear the names of those we lost on 9/11 remain

         20  as the neighborhoods we and they remember.

         21                 Thank you for your time and

         22  consideration.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: You know, the

         24  Chair of this Committee and members of the

         25  Committee, as well as Councilman Lanza, have been
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          2  very interested in doing these downzonings,

          3  rezonings. So, we are extremely supportive and we're

          4  happy that you've been able to work with Council

          5  Member Lanza to bring us forward to this part.

          6                 I certainly have no questions. Any

          7  questions from Committee members?

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 MS. EDWARDS: Thank you very much.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: In the absence of

         11  Council Member Lanza, let me just say a few words,

         12  because we don't want to hold up my Committee

         13  members, that this is something that we had been

         14  working towards in a long time. You know, Council

         15  Member Lanza in his own district has been very

         16  active in moving and pushing ahead reforms to

         17  downzone and protect the quality of the residential

         18  character.

         19                 As Chair of this Committee, certainly

         20  I am very supportive and working on the same things,

         21  not only for my district, but Citywide. And I thank

         22  you for coming.

         23                 I'll ask Counsel to call a vote.

         24  Chair recommends approval on Land Use No. 216 and

         25  217, and item 249 is laid over.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

          4                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          5  Quinn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          7                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          8  Gioia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         11  Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Yes.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         14  at four in the affirmative, none in the negative,

         15  and no abstentions and is referred to the full Land

         16  Use Committee.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,

         18  everyone. That closes this meeting of the

         19  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 10:15 a.m.)
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