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T2023-4166 - Oversight - Mayor's Management Report: Agency Performance 

on Inspections and Responses 
 

Introduction 133/2023 - A Local Law to amend the New York city fire code, in relation to 
inspections of sprinkler system and standpipe system fire department connections 

 
The Mechanical Contractors Association of New York, Inc. (MCA), is an organization comprised 
of fire sprinkler and HVAC contractors employing Steamfitters Local Union 638 members. Our 
licensed contractors are responsible for the installation, inspection, testing and maintenance of 
fire-suppression and HVACR systems in tens of thousands of high-density residential, 
commercial, and industrial buildings, including hospitals, universities, power plants and water 
treatment facilities across the New York region.  

As Council Committee members review and discuss the 2023 FDNY Mayor’s Management 
Report (MMR), we would like to underscore how critical it is for the New York City Fire 
Department Bureau of Fire Prevention to maintain proper staffing levels of sprinkler and 
standpipe division inspectors and clerical staff.  This will help ensure that appropriate 
enforcement of our current fire and life safety laws can take place.   

The MMR shows a decline in completed inspections performed by civilian fire prevention 
personnel.  We believe that the decline in inspections is directly related to the decline in the 
number of violations issued.  It is our understanding that from 2020 - 2022 a significant number 
of civilian fire prevention personnel were reassigned to handle responsibilities related to COVID 
enforcement and that today inspectors also are called to perform other inspections that are not 
related to fire prevention.  When understaffing and reassignments occur, enforcement will 
decline.  It is our contention that without robust enforcement of the City’s current sprinkler and 
standpipe inspection, testing and maintenance laws, there is a much greater risk for increased 
fire tragedies to occur.  

Fire sprinkler systems are the single most effective tool for extinguishing a fire in its early 
stages.  As mechanical contractors, we see firsthand the importance of ensuring buildings are 
equipped with reliable and effective fire suppression systems, specifically automatic fire 
sprinkler systems. These systems play a critical role in preventing the spread of fires, protecting 
property, and saving lives in the event of a fire emergency.   



 
 
 
 

 

However, the effectiveness of a sprinkler system is only as good as the quality of its installation 

and maintenance. Our Building Code requires fire sprinkler systems to be installed by licensed 

individuals and those systems are maintained in accordance with the provisions of NFPA 25 and 

our Fire Code. Unfortunately, not everyone does the right thing all the time.  We must ensure 

our Department of Buildings and New York City Fire Department have the training, resources 

and staffing to sufficiently enforce our current code and to respond to dangerous situations.  

As a result, while Introduction 133/2023 is well intended, we believe that there needs to be a 

deeper look at the capability of the Bureau of Fire Prevention to absorb the workforce 

requirements that this change would require.  It is difficult to support the expansion of 

inspection and testing requirements without also guaranteeing a source of funding for 

increased staffing and enforcement.   

The MCA believes proper installation and maintenance of these systems should be a top 

priority for fire sprinkler contractors, building owners, operators, and our city government.  

Should a fire take place, it is imperative systems function as expected, and building occupants 

have confidence in their performance. 

After reviewing the MMR, we urge the Council to commit that the staffing and funding of the 

Bureau of Fire Prevention remains a top priority. 

Thank you. 

Melissa Barbour 

melissa@nymca.org 

(917) 327-5409 
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