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          1  COMMITTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: In the course

          3  of today we're going to be covering two different

          4  items: Resolution 844-A, which we're going to talk

          5  about right now; and Intro. 500-A, that is related

          6  to elements of the Social Service restructuring, and

          7  I want to emphasize the word "elements of," not the

          8  entire Social Service restructuring. But that piece

          9  of legislation is still under some discussion

         10  between the Council and the Administration. So,

         11  we're going to hold on Intro. 500-A for a little

         12  while today. We will call the Committee back, we

         13  will recess and call the Committee back.

         14                 Before I just say a brief word about

         15  Proposed Resolution 844-A, I want to welcome to the

         16  work on this Committee, Jennifer Paek, who is the

         17  new Policy Analyst. Please wave your hand so the

         18  world can see you. Thank you, and welcome aboard. We

         19  appreciate the work she's done for us already.

         20                 I want to thank Council Member Joel

         21  Rivera on the 844-A. It's a very important

         22  resolution that sends a message to our federal

         23  government to respect the contributions of our men

         24  and women in uniform who are serving their country,

         25  risking their life but are not yet citizens. So, I'd
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          2  like to give Council Member Rivera an opportunity to

          3  speak, as well as Council Member Kendall Stewart,

          4  the Chair of our Immigrant Affairs Subcommittee,

          5  before we have any other comments and take the vote.

          6                 Council Member Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

          8  much, Chairman.

          9                 This is an important resolution to

         10  the City of New York and to the entire nation as a

         11  whole, due to the fact that we are a land of

         12  immigrants and immigrants that are fighting every

         13  single day to safeguard our rights as American

         14  citizens here and abroad.

         15                 Unfortunately, under the current

         16  guidelines it is extremely difficult and lengthy

         17  process for a soldier that is in the US military to

         18  actually become a citizen, if they are born outside

         19  the United States of America. And we feel that it's

         20  unfortunate, due to the fact that these are the

         21  people that are protecting our rights and saving our

         22  lives in most cases, and that they, sacrificing

         23  themselves, should be given the opportunity to

         24  expedite the process of becoming a US citizen,

         25  whether it be by waiving the rights -- I mean, the
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          2  fees, the INS fees that would actually get them

          3  naturalized or just by expediting the process within

          4  the actual INS process.

          5                 It makes a lot of sense. We have

          6  37,400 US troops that are foreign born, but yet

          7  fighting for our causes every day. We see them on

          8  the front lines in low command posts as regular

          9  soldiers, not as non-commissioned officers, as they

         10  would say in the commission terms, fighting every

         11  single day, and they, unfortunately, get

         12  discriminated from higher ranking positions within

         13  the US military due to the fact they are not US

         14  citizens.

         15                 Fortunately, President Bush did sign

         16  the last year that made it somewhat easier, but is

         17  not to the extent that we wish it could be.

         18                 We think it has to go a step further

         19  and extend the opportunity to the family, to the

         20  wives and to the children of the actual soldier or

         21  to the husband, which ever it may be, as well

         22  waiving the INS fees, and I urge everyone to take

         23  this into extreme consideration, I know the

         24  legislation is right before you. You can read

         25  through it. It's just a resolution urging the US
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          2  Congress and the President to sign this piece of

          3  legislation, and the piece of legislation refers to

          4  the Senate bill, where is it over here, the US

          5  Senate, the US House of Representatives Bill, to

          6  give an opportunity to 37,000 fighting people that

          7  would love to be Americans, give them the

          8  opportunity.

          9                 Thank you very much, Chairman.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         11  Majority Leader. And thank you, again, for your

         12  leadership in bringing this issue forward.

         13                 And now I'd like to turn to Council

         14  Member Kendall Stewart, Chair of our Immigrant

         15  Affairs Subcommittee.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         17  Mr. Chair.

         18                 Good morning. As Chair of the

         19  Subcommittee on Immigration, I would like to stress

         20  how important Resolution 844-A is for the members of

         21  the United States military and the immediate family

         22  members of citizen soldiers killed in action.

         23                 Over 37,000 legal immigrants are

         24  serving on active duty in the US armed forces, our

         25  country's green soldiers are the valiant and

                                                            7

          1  COMMITTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE

          2  dedicated service men and women who have sacrificed

          3  most recently in Iraq war and who continue to

          4  sacrifice as America has in the long-term effort to

          5  reconstruct Iraq.

          6                 These men and women help defend the

          7  privileges and rights of democracy, that as

          8  immigrants they do not yet have access to.

          9                 The legal immigrants in our armed

         10  forces encounter significant obstacles in obtaining

         11  the United States citizenship. I urge the members of

         12  the New York City Council to consider the burdensome

         13  process these selfless men and women must go through

         14  to acquire a naturalized status.

         15                 Through a vote here today, we must

         16  urge the United States Congress to pass and

         17  President Bush to sign legislation that will

         18  facilitate naturalization of members of the United

         19  States military and immediate relatives of citizen

         20  soldiers killed in action.

         21                 Once again, thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Thank you very

         23  much, Council Member Stewart.

         24                 I want to offer an opportunity for

         25  any of my colleagues who would like to say a few
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          2  words before the vote.

          3                 Okay, seeing none, is the clerk

          4  ready? Okay, proceed with the vote.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I'd like to

         14  add my name to the list of sponsors. Thank you very

         15  much.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye, and I

         18  like my name to be added, as well.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: The item is adopted by

         24  a vote of seven in the affirmative, no negative and

         25  no abstentions. Please sign the report.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Thank you.

          3                 And we will recess this hearing and

          4  continue our work later on in the day. We'll alert

          5  you as soon as we know when we'll be reconvening.

          6  Thank you.

          7                 (Recess taken.)

          8                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: This meeting of

          9  the General Welfare Committee is reconvened from

         10  this morning. This morning we passed Resolution

         11  844-A, related to providing citizenship for members

         12  of the armed service who are currently permanent

         13  residents.

         14                 Now we're going to look at Intro.

         15  500-A. This is part of the Social Service

         16  restructuring plan put forward by the

         17  Administration.

         18                 We're going to, I'm going to just

         19  preface, we're going to give the Administration an

         20  opportunity to make a few remarks and answer some

         21  questions, then we will go to a vote.

         22                 I want to welcome my colleagues, Jose

         23  Serrano, Gale Brewer, and Christine Quinn, and I'll

         24  just say at the outset, this bill today, 500-A,

         25  addresses only specific pieces of the restructuring
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          2  plan, not the whole plan.

          3                 Specifically, the transfer of the

          4  functions of the Department of Employment to the

          5  Department of Small Business Services and the

          6  Department of Youth and Community Development, and

          7  two specific items, the Child Support Enforcement,

          8  and the Determinations of Eligibility for Subsidized

          9  Child Care would move from ACS to HRA. Those are the

         10  only specific actions authorized by this bill.

         11                 At the same time, we have continued

         12  discussions with the Administration on the

         13  restructuring, particularly the elements related to

         14  the transfer of child care, child care services,

         15  from ACS to DYCD for school-aged children.

         16                 I'm sure we'll have an opportunity in

         17  a moment to ask any questions we may have of the

         18  Administration on that, but, again, that is not

         19  explicitly referred to in this legislation.

         20                 I would like to note that in addition

         21  to the guarantees we received we received from the

         22  Administration several weeks ago related to ensuring

         23  that any dollar savings not achieved in the

         24  restructuring would be compensated by other dollars

         25  that the Administration would locate.
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          2                 We received an additional assurance

          3  from the Director of OMB, Park Page, related to

          4  protecting the level of service that we now have,

          5  and I'd just like to read his very brief statement.

          6  We received a letter from him today.

          7                 To our Director of the Finance

          8  Division, Larian Angelo. It says: "I am writing in

          9  reference to the proposals included in the Mayor's

         10  Executive Budget for FY '04 for streamlining and

         11  restructuring social services.

         12                 As you know, at the time the Mayor

         13  presented the Executive Budget we were facing a $3.8

         14  billion budget gap. Closing that budget gap

         15  necessitated tax increases and significant service

         16  reductions. The initiatives in streamlining social

         17  services were included as an opportunity to deviate

         18  from that vein and maximize the resources available

         19  to the City, provide services cheaper and more

         20  efficiently."

         21                 And the crucial part of this letter

         22  from Mark Page is, "These restructuring initiatives

         23  require significant operational changes and the

         24  Administration is currently undergoing a planning

         25  process to determine the optimum manner in which to
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          2  effectuate these changes. We are committed to making

          3  these changes with no diminution of the services

          4  provided."

          5                 So, I'm very pleased that Mr. Page

          6  gave us this in black and white to clarify the

          7  Administration's commitment to no diminution of the

          8  services."

          9                 And lastly, we have an understanding

         10  with the Administration that will shortly be

         11  constituting a working group made up of

         12  Administration staff and Council staff that will

         13  continue to monitor the development of the

         14  restructuring plans and the eventual implementation

         15  of those plans over the next year. So, I feel that's

         16  a very helpful step to allow the Council to

         17  regularly be involved in that planning process.

         18                 So, those are the updates. I now want

         19  to see if a representative of the Administration

         20  would like to speak to this specific legislation

         21  500-A before us, and other issues that the members

         22  would like to raise?

         23                 And let's identify where our

         24  Administration representative is.

         25                 There will be a brief pause while we
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          2  identify our representative of the Administration,

          3  and hold on one moment.

          4                 I'd like to welcome Ester Fuchs.

          5  Actually you're spending way too much time here on

          6  this side of the hall.

          7                 So, I've just explained what 500-A

          8  now constitutes, and I want to welcome you with an

          9  opportunity to provide any statement you'd like.

         10                 MS. FUCHS: I have a very brief

         11  statement to make. I have read the thoughtful

         12  revisions that the City Council has made to the

         13  bill, and we completely support your revision.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Thank you.

         15                 And do any of my colleagues have a

         16  question? I wanted to see if any of my colleagues

         17  have a question? Gale Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you,

         19  Bill DeBlasio.

         20                 Hello, Ester Fuchs. I'm not too good

         21  on titles, so I use names, particularly the people I

         22  know. The question is this: I've spent yesterday,

         23  for instance, with the Hotel Manager and the

         24  Department of Employment at 59th Street working out

         25  the first-ever on-line application process for West
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          2  Side residents to get jobs at Columbus Center, and

          3  we're actually very excited with this prospect.

          4                 And people will be able to apply and

          5  get sort of bonus points for living in the

          6  neighborhood. All done. And in addition, the folks

          7  at the hotel, five star, Mandarin Oriental, as well

          8  as all the other businesses, including AOL.Time

          9  Warner, are in fact looking to DOE for assistance

         10  with all ADA and EEO issues.

         11                 Will all of that be transferred to

         12  Business Services?

         13                 MS. FUCHS: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: And what's the

         15  timing on that for people like me who are in the

         16  midst of a process with international companies?

         17                 MS. FUCHS: All of that is being

         18  transferred directly transferred to the Department

         19  of Small Business Services, and there will be

         20  absolutely no interruption of existing programs,

         21  particularly that program which was reported

         22  recently to the Workforce Investment Board, where I

         23  actually serve as a member. Everybody is extremely

         24  enthusiastic about it, and the business members of

         25  the Board were impressed with it, and we expect to
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          2  continue working with you and those international

          3  corporations to place our unemployed residents in

          4  those jobs, particularly from the neighborhoods.

          5                 It's an exemplary program and we hope

          6  to have more of those.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Okay.

          8                 And the other issue, just so you

          9  know, is there's always tension between currently

         10  DOE and HRA, and I am the intermediary all day long.

         11  I call HRA and make sure that they talk to DOE, and

         12  back and forth. And in addition, I bring the Housing

         13  Authority in, and they, too, have a Workforce

         14  Development Program; who will this be improved in

         15  the future? Because I know that the decision was

         16  made to go with DSBS as opposed to the HRA Workforce

         17  Development Program.

         18                 MS. FUCHS: It's our experience now

         19  that HRA is targeting primarily individuals who have

         20  been on welfare.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Correct.

         22                 MS. FUCHS: And DOE, and now DSBS will

         23  be targeting primarily individuals who have been

         24  displaced workers and who are unemployed as per the

         25  federal legislation.
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          2                 But we expect actually to allow for

          3  some improved relations with HRA in the context of

          4  these changes and we are already working with NYCHA

          5  effectively, and NYCHA will be one of the partners

          6  on the WIB Board.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I'm just

          8  saying that, for instance, when DOE proposes, they

          9  don't talk about the opportunities that HRA clients

         10  who are placed in terms of tax rebates and so on

         11  because there's always sort of a fear, talking about

         12  people on public assistance with some international

         13  concerns. That's got to break down, and hopefully in

         14  this new scenario, I assume you think it will?

         15                 MS. FUCHS: Well, it's actually part

         16  of a larger agenda that we have with your committee

         17  on integrating human services technology and DSBS

         18  has agreed to take DOE's place within our 13 human

         19  service agencies, so that we can actually improve

         20  that kind of coordination so those individuals who

         21  are doing the kind of workforce training that you're

         22  talking about who are also eligible for other

         23  benefits will be able to access the broad array of

         24  benefits in a kind of one-stop shop. We really

         25  expect to get to that point.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Okay.

          3                 And, so, the timing again is what?

          4  I'm sorry, I missed that part.

          5                 MS. FUCHS: The timing for moving

          6  basically that program from DOE lock, stock and

          7  barrel, is July 1st.

          8                 We're moving it but we're not

          9  dismantling anything, and we will have a six- to

         10  nine-month transition period of evaluating and

         11  reviewing programs, but we're not dismantling any of

         12  the programs. We're really moving forward with the

         13  system that DOE put into place, and we're going to

         14  be integrating services with those services for

         15  businesses that DSBS has spearheaded, and also

         16  working more closely with EDC.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Okay.

         18                 So, my final question is, when we do

         19  a mailing to 2,000 people in the neighborhood that

         20  says that Mandarin Oriental and AOL.Time Warner, et

         21  cetera, are launching this, we would say that we're

         22  doing it with DSBS, or with the Department of

         23  Employment?

         24                 MS. FUCHS: DSBS as of July 1.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Okay.
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          2                 Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          4  Council member.

          5                 I want to see if any of my colleagues

          6  have any other questions?

          7                 Okay, I want to just bring up one

          8  question. Dr. Fuchs, on the question of the transfer

          9  of the WIA funding mechanism, I'm concerned, we've

         10  heard in recent days that there may be an

         11  interruption in the issuing of training vouchers.

         12  And let me preface this by saying I thought we had a

         13  very, very productive conversation in the two times

         14  that you testified before us. I very much appreciate

         15  your willingness to spend the time, I appreciate

         16  your forthright answers and the nature of our

         17  dialogue.

         18                 I felt I understood when I asked and

         19  others asked whether the transfer over to both DYCD

         20  and Business Services would result in any

         21  discontinuation of benefits or any disruption. I

         22  thought the answer was no by the nature of the

         23  vouchers, by the nature of any RFPs going forward,

         24  they just changed essentially the sponsoring

         25  agencies, there wouldn't be an interruption.
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          2                 Now we understand there is going to

          3  be potentially a several month moratorium or

          4  interruption in terms of the training vouchers, and

          5  this is exactly what we were hoping not to see

          6  happen.

          7                 So, can you clarify what's going on

          8  here?

          9                 MS. FUCHS: In fact, I had hoped to

         10  talk to you actually, but since I knew we were

         11  having this hearing I expected that this issue would

         12  emerge.

         13                 This has just emerged now and it is

         14  really not related to the changing or the moving

         15  over of the DOE functions to DSBS. This is really a

         16  budget issue, pure and simple in the nature of money

         17  that is available to us at this point. And we have

         18  been spending on vouchers at a fairly heavy clip,

         19  and we had surpluses from previous years when the

         20  previous Administration had essentially not spent

         21  allocated funds. And, so, we did I think a fairly

         22  good job in getting the money out onto the street

         23  through vouchers. We (a) no longer have a surplus,

         24  and there are less federal funds available, and so

         25  we find ourself essentially going into FY '04 with
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          2  only $10 million left for vouchers. And, so, DOE in

          3  consultation with DSBS, but this was really a DOE

          4  suggestion and seriously had nothing to do with the

          5  movement, felt that we had -- they had tried to slow

          6  down the issuance of vouchers, and it was

          7  unsuccessful. And given that we had this new

          8  one-stop system that we're rolling out, and given

          9  that we are going to have a much smaller supply of

         10  vouchers, they felt it was very important at this

         11  point to just pull it back for two months, so that

         12  we could review seriously, and I hope to be doing

         13  that with you in your Committee, where we are

         14  spending our money on vouchers.

         15                 There was a need to get the money out

         16  quickly because of this unspent surpluses in the

         17  past, and I think, as I said, we did that well, but

         18  now it really seems like we should be targeting the

         19  use of vouchers to that population and sector of the

         20  economy which is experiencing the greatest

         21  unemployment, and really evaluating more carefully

         22  how we are using these vouchers.

         23                 I would, for example, like to do more

         24  programs, like the one Council Member Brewer

         25  mentioned, where we do direct partnering with
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          2  businesses. We have training programs which produce

          3  specific jobs at the end of the program and given

          4  that we have less money in this pool now, I think we

          5  have to be much more targeted in our approach, and,

          6  so, when DOE brought the suggestion forward, we

          7  realized that it was critical to do this now,

          8  because if we don't do it, we spend at a fairly

          9  rapid clip.

         10                 It can cost us approximately $1.5

         11  million a week, and DOE was projecting that we would

         12  have no voucher money by October.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Let me just

         14  clarify. Are we talking about, does this moratorium

         15  refer to current year funds, past fiscal year funds,

         16  all funds?

         17                 MS. FUCHS: No, it is starting with FY

         18  '04. It will start July 1 just for two months

         19  temporarily, and part of the issue is --

         20                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: I'm sorry to

         21  interrupt. Does it mean money for the new budget

         22  only? Does it mean money that was not expended from

         23  the past; or does it mean both?

         24                 Is this a moratorium of all types of

         25  vouchers and all types of funding, or just for one
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          2  stream?

          3                 MS. FUCHS: This is a moratorium on

          4  the WIA vouchers. Not TANF.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: It doesn't

          6  matter what stream of money, within WIA, which

          7  fiscal year, it's across the board.

          8                 MS. FUCHS: It's only one stream of

          9  money right now, and we have only basically $10

         10  million left; we're projecting $10 million left for

         11  the coming fiscal year, and so that's really the

         12  problem.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Ten million

         14  left.

         15                 I thought that your allotment for '04

         16  was substantially less than the past but still you

         17  had a new infusion of federal funds coming in, so

         18  that's why I'm confused.

         19                 MS. FUCHS: We don't know how much new

         20  money will be coming in, and we expect to spend the

         21  new money as it comes in, but right now for Fiscal

         22  '04, we expect to have $58 million for the entire

         23  system, which includes the one-stop system, the core

         24  intensive services, the programs, like the one

         25  Councilwoman Brewer suggested that we want to be
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          2  funding.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: But DSBS and

          4  for DYCD, 58 combined?

          5                 MS. FUCHS: Could you repeat that?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Business

          7  Services and for DYCD, 58 million combined you're

          8  saying?

          9                 MS. FUCHS: No. This is simply the WIA

         10  money.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Right. But I'm

         12  saying the split between the two agencies, 58

         13  million combined?

         14                 MS. FUCHS: The WIA money came in the

         15  past through DOE, it now will be moving to DSBS

         16  lock, stock and barrel.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: But the youth

         18  piece will go to DYCD.

         19                 MS. FUCHS: Right. The youth piece

         20  will go to DYCD, that's a separate pool of money.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Right. So, the

         22  vouchers, you mean just the DSBS side?

         23                 MS. FUCHS: Exactly.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Okay.  And 58

         25  million is what you project until you hear what
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          2  comes out of the Congress later in the year?

          3                 MS. FUCHS: Correct.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Okay. So, just

          5  to conclude on this point.

          6                 MS. FUCHS: This is our FY '04

          7  allocation, and not youth.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Okay. I just

          9  want to say, just by way of concluding, I appreciate

         10  the clarification. We had extensive conversations

         11  before with Commissioner Wu on this point in a

         12  hearing, I just want to leave you with the thought

         13  before I turn to my colleagues, that I think given

         14  the state of the economy now and maybe also given

         15  the prospect of somewhat better times ahead, I could

         16  continually argue for front loading the money as

         17  being the more productive impact on people in real

         18  need now, and given the amount of time it takes for

         19  the training to take place, then the job to be found

         20  with the new training. So, I just wanted to put that

         21  idea in your mind.

         22                 MS. FUCHS: Yes, I think that's a very

         23  valid point, and we really consulted broadly on

         24  this, and given this small pot of money, nobody

         25  expects any difficulty getting this out.
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          2                 The core and intensive services will

          3  remain, and I think at this point it's important to

          4  channel people into those services more effectively,

          5  and then here out what we're really getting for our

          6  vouchers.

          7                 I really believe the vouchers should

          8  be used in concert with the business community so

          9  that people actually get a job at the end of those

         10  training periods. And I think we make ourselves very

         11  vulnerable when we use vouchers for the kinds of

         12  programs that don't really produce jobs for people

         13  when they're done. So that's the thinking here, it's

         14  temporary and we expect to be working with the

         15  Council, in fact, to target this money better, so

         16  that in fact when more money comes down the pike,

         17  and we hope you'll be our partners in advocating to

         18  Washington for more worker development money, we

         19  obviously need it.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: We will.

         21                 MS. FUCHS: There's no question about

         22  it.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: We will.

         24                 Let me turn to Council Member Brewer,

         25  who has a follow-up question.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Just one other

          3  question on the State Department of Labor. I

          4  obviously learned a lot from sitting through all of

          5  these meetings, and to the credit of employment they

          6  brought State Department of Labor to them. I would

          7  not have thought to do that, but then as time

          8  proceeds, people forget kind of that they have

          9  offices and staff and computers and, you know, all

         10  this kind of access to job placement and

         11  information? Is it part, is there more money that

         12  they get in addition to the 58?

         13                 MS. FUCHS: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: And how do we

         15  work with them, because it turns out that they're

         16  all doing in some cases the same thing as a one

         17  stop.

         18                 MS. FUCHS: Okay, and that's another

         19  important point, and what Commissioner Wu I think

         20  has successfully done is to work more directly with

         21  State Department of Labor, all our one-stops

         22  currently are co-located with the State Department

         23  of Labor, so that when a client comes in they have

         24  access to the resources of the State Department of

         25  Labor and their databases.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Right.

          3                 MS. FUCHS: And what I also expect to

          4  happen within the course of the next year is that as

          5  we try and replicate some of these services much

          6  more broadly around the City using our network of

          7  community-based organizations that we create access

          8  to a broad labor, basically a broad job space, so

          9  that everybody is not doing this separately but that

         10  the job bank or the database of jobs is available

         11  much more broadly through a front-end computer

         12  system that links into the State Department of Labor

         13  database.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Okay, I hear

         15  you. I just want to let you know that in addition to

         16  the one stop, labor has their own offices, which,

         17  you know, people forget about that are sort of

         18  one-stop in themselves, it was a surprise to me.

         19                 MS. FUCHS: Well, we're trying to

         20  co-locate with them actually.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Exactly. I

         22  just want to point that out that it wasn't clear in

         23  the beginning.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Thank you,
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          2  Council Member Brewer.

          3                 I'd like to welcome Council Member

          4  Larry Seabrook, and I think, unless there's any

          5  other questions, we are ready to proceed with the

          6  vote on Intro. 500-A.

          7                 Thank you very much, Dr. Fuchs, for

          8  your time.

          9                 MS. FUCHS: Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: We always

         11  welcome your appearances before the Committee.

         12                 MS. FUCHS: Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: And we look

         14  forward to working with you throughout the

         15  implementation process on this bill and on the other

         16  elements of the restructuring.

         17                 MS. FUCHS: Yes, I really look forward

         18  to working with you and the whole City Council,

         19  whoever is interested on the restructuring and the

         20  issues that we've all cared a lot about.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Thank you all

         22  so much.

         23                 And the clerk can go ahead.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         11  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         12  abstentions, the item is adopted. Council Members,

         13  please sign the Committee report. Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: And if the

         15  clerk would keep the roll open for the additional

         16  members of the Committee who I'm sure will be here

         17  shortly to vote, and this meeting of the General

         18  Welfare Committee is adjourned.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 1:30 p.m.)
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