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I. INTRODUCTION

On February 16, 2023, the New York City Council Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Pierina Sanchez, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 886, sponsored by Council Member Powers, in relation to accessory sign violations. This bill was first heard on January 24, 2023. More information about this bill along with the materials for that hearing can be found at tinyurl.com/4d6rb6wc.
II. BACKGROUND
An accessory sign is a sign that “directs attention to a business at the sign’s location,” and may otherwise be referred to as a “business sign.”[footnoteRef:1] In New York City, signs are regulated by both the Construction Codes and the Zoning Resolution. In general, the Construction Codes regulate the installation and construction of signs, while the Zoning Resolution provides guidance on the allowable location, size, height, projection, and illumination of signs.[footnoteRef:2] The enforcement of sign regulations is entirely complaint-based.[footnoteRef:3] In 2016, the New York City Department of Buildings (“DOB”) received 1,167 complaints about signs, and 1,000 such complaints in 2017. These complaints resulted in 883 inspections in 2016 and 837 inspections in 2017, and the issuance of almost 1,000 violations in those two years.[footnoteRef:4] The City Council subsequently took legislative action to provide relief to small business owners who had been issued such violations, many of whom were unaware that their business signs violated existing regulations. [1:  N.Y.C. Department of Buildings, Sign, https://www.nyc.gov/site/buildings/safety/sign.page#:~:text=Accessory%20Sign%20%2D%20A%20sign%20that,where%20the%20sign%20is%20located. (last accessed Jan. 19, 2023).]  [2:  Id.]  [3:  Hearing of the New York City Council Committee on Housing and Buildings, Testimony of the Department of Buildings, (June 12, 2018), https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=607313&GUID=0E3D6D65-0AC4-4C20-AD20-8669E250C90F&Options=info|&Search=. ]  [4:  Id.] 

In 2019, the City Council passed Local Law 28,[footnoteRef:5] establishing a temporary program to resolve outstanding judgments resulting from accessory sign violations, or “awning” violations. Local Law 28 of 2019 established a two-year moratorium on the issuance of further awning violations and created a temporary assistance program within DOB to assist with bringing noncompliant accessory signs into compliance with existing laws and regulations. The law also required the creation of an interagency task force to evaluate the existing regulatory scheme regarding accessory signs, which was then required to submit a report of its findings and recommendations to the Council and the Mayor. The moratorium was extended by an additional two years through Local Law 29 of 2021.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  New York City Council, Local Law 28 of 2019, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3458219&GUID=B0C7E025-D09E-4A05-A48B-7BCB7EBE7E33&Options=ID|Text|&Search=2019%2f028. ]  [6:  New York City Council, Local Law 29 of 2021, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4624862&GUID=917908D8-A233-436F-8C9B-8028746FE30B&Options=ID|Text|&Search=2021%2f029. ] 

III. LEGISLATION
Int. No. 886
This bill would amend Local Law 28 of 2019 to extend the existing moratorium on the issuance of accessory sign violations by an additional two years. The proposed legislation would also extend the temporary DOB assistance program by two years.
This legislation would take effect immediately and would be retroactive to January 1, 2023.
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Int. No. 886

By Council Members Powers, Sanchez, Brannan, Velázquez, Menin, Holden, Restler, Ung, Abreu, Avilés, De La Rosa, Brewer and Hanif

..Title
A Local Law in relation to accessory sign violations and waiving penalties and fees for signs that are accessory to a use on the same zoning lot
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 3 of local law number 28 for the year 2019, as amended by local law number 29 for the year 2021, is amended to read as follows:
§ 3. Violations for existing accessory signs. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no applicable violations shall be issued on or after the effective date of the local law that [last amended] established this section for an accessory sign in existence on or before such date for a period of [two] six years, unless such accessory sign creates an imminent threat to public health or safety or the commissioner of buildings determines that such sign is otherwise not eligible for the temporary waiver created under this section.
§ 2. Section 4 of local law number 28 for the year 2019, as amended by local law number 29 for the year 2021, is amended to read as follows:
§ 4. Temporary assistance for respondents. a. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the commissioner of buildings shall establish a temporary program to provide assistance to respondents of judgments resulting from applicable violations resolved by payment by the respondent or other payor between June 1, 2006 and the effective date of the local law that [last amended] established this section for a [two-year] six-year period. The assistance provided by such program shall include, but not be limited to:
1. Technical assistance in acquiring the permit or permits required to install an accessory sign;
2. Review of all permit applications relevant to the installation of an accessory sign including a preliminary review of compliance with paragraph (a) of section 32-653 or paragraph (a) of section 42-542 of the zoning resolution, or any provision amending, replacing or supplementing such sections of the zoning resolution within seven days of receiving such application; and 
3. A waiver of all fees in connection with permits relevant to the installation of an accessory sign incurred on or after the effective date of the local law that [last amended] established this section.
§ 3. This local law takes effect immediately and is retroactive to and deemed to have been in effect as of January 1, 2023.
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