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INTRODUCTION


On December 16, 2008, the Committee on Veterans, chaired by Council Member Hiram Monserrate, will hold a hearing to on Proposed Introduction No. 717-A. Veterans and advocacy organizations have been invited to testify.  Proposed Int. No. 717-A would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to the display of the POW/MIA flag on all city buildings that display the American flag.
BACKGROUND


The Prisoner of War/Missing in Action (“POW/MIA”) flag is “the symbol of our Nation’s concern and commitment to resolving as fully as possible the fates of Americans still prisoner, missing, and unaccounted for in Southeast Asia.”
 The POW/MIA flag was designed to honor and express the United States’ gratitude to American military personnel who are missing in action or who have been or remain prisoners of war.  In 1971, the wife of a U.S. military officer who was listed as missing in action during the Vietnam War developed the idea for the flag to remind Americans of the U.S. servicemembers whose lives were not accounted for during the Vietnam War.
  By the end of the Vietnam War, more than 2,500 members of the U.S. military were listed by the Department of Defense as either prisoners of war or persons who were missing in action.  In 1982, the POW/MIA flag became the only other flag, aside from the American flag, to fly over the White House.

Thousands of members of the United States Armed Forces remain imprisoned or unaccounted for in foreign lands.  For example, according to the Department of Defense, Defense Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office, approximately 88,000 United States military personnel are classified as POW or MIA.  More specifically, there are approximately 78,000 World War II POWs/MIAs, 8,100 Korean War POW/MIAs and 1,900 Vietnam War POW/MIAs.

PROPOSED INT.  NO. 717-A

Section 1 of Proposed Int. No. 717-A would amend Title 2 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by amending subdivision c of Section 2-103 to require that the POW/MIA flag is flown along with the American flag on all city-owned buildings occupied by any city department or institution of whatever character on all days of the year, excepting Sundays.  In addition to adding the POW/MIA flag requirement with respect to city-owned buildings, this amendment would also delete the words “or other” from the description of the type of buildings over which such flag (and the American flag) needs to be flown.

Section 2 of Proposed Int. No. 717-A would provide that this local law take effect 180 days after its enactment into law.
� 36 USC § 902 (1990).


� United States Department of Veterans Affairs, “The POW/MIA flag,” available at � HYPERLINK "http://www1.va.gov/opa/feature/celebrate/powmia.asp as of December 15" ��http://www1.va.gov/opa/feature/celebrate/powmia.asp as of December 15�, 2008.


� Id.


� United States Department of Defense, Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office, “The Department of Defense Strategy to Recover and Account for Missing Personnel,” (October 16, 2006).
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