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          1  COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Good morning. I

          3  call the Committee on Rules, Privileges and

          4  Elections to order.

          5                 We have on the agenda today an

          6  appointment to the New York City Art Commission.

          7                 Section 851 of the New York City

          8  Charter states that the members of the Commission

          9  shall include the Mayor or his representative, the

         10  President of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the

         11  President of the New York Public Library, the

         12  President of the Brooklyn Museum, one painter, one

         13  sculptor, one architect, one landscape architect,

         14  and three other members who shall not be active

         15  members in the categories just mentioned or any

         16  other fine art profession.

         17                 Other than the representatives of the

         18  three institutions, the other members shall be

         19  selected from a list submitted to the Mayor by the

         20  Fine Arts Federation of New York and shall all be

         21  residents of the City and shall serve for three-year

         22  terms.

         23                 The Commission shall have final

         24  approval with all works of art installed or erected

         25  or to be installed or erected upon or over land
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          2  belonging to the City. The Commission shall examine

          3  all works of art belonging to the City and may

          4  request an agency to move a work of art to a more

          5  suitable location.

          6                 The Commission shall have advisory

          7  oversight over all art belonging to the City and

          8  agencies shall remain lists of all art in their

          9  possession and notify the Commissioner of a proposed

         10  change in use or relocation.

         11                 The Mayor has nominated Jean Parker

         12  Phifer for reappointment for a three-year term,

         13  which commenced on January 1, 1999, and will expire

         14  on December 31st, 2001. That is a very important

         15  date for a lot of people in this building.

         16                 Ms. Phifer is an architect and

         17  currently serves as president of the Art Commission.

         18                 Good morning, Ms. Phifer.

         19                 Do you want to make a statement

         20  before we ask some questions?

         21                 MS. PARKER PHIFER: I just have a very

         22  brief statement, if you would allow me.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Yes, please

         24  proceed.

         25                 MS. PARKER PHIFER: Good morning, Mr.
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          1  COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  Chairman, and Committee members. I am pleased to be

          3  considered for reappointment as the architect member

          4  of the Art Commission.

          5                 As you know, the Commission

          6  encourages the thoughtful integration of visual arts

          7  into the built environment, and strives to ensure

          8  that both large and small City projects are designed

          9  with an eye to composition and creative detail. We

         10  work hard to maintain and enhance the quality of

         11  public spaces, public buildings and parks throughout

         12  the five boroughs.

         13                 In the last year that I have been on

         14  the Commission I have learned that we have to listen

         15  carefully to what the applicants try and achieve

         16  before we comment on the design. We need to listen

         17  to the concerns of the community and confirm that

         18  they support the project, and we need to work with

         19  other agencies of the City successfully to achieve

         20  our common goals.

         21                 Through this process we strive to

         22  ensure the design excellence of every project we

         23  review. Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: In your one year

         25  of experience, can you make any criticism of the
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          2  system of the municipal art proposals? Do you see

          3  anything wrong with this system at all?

          4                 MS. PARKER PHIFER: No, I don't see

          5  anything wrong with this system. I think we just

          6  want to ensure that the agencies do come to us with

          7  projects and occasionally there are oversights, but

          8  generally we have very good working relationships

          9  with other agencies.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Do you find that

         11  the system is a fair system?

         12                 MS. PARKER PHIFER: I believe so.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Now, are you paid

         14  any compensation for your work?

         15                 MS. PARKER PHIFER: No.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Not even

         17  expenses?

         18                 MS. PARKER PHIFER: No. We get lunch,

         19  I believe, and up to a certain amount, as long as it

         20  is not from Lou Tess (phonetic).

         21                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Well, I want to

         22  compliment you.  First of all, we spoke before and

         23  your red book is the cleanest red book we ever saw

         24  in the history of the Rules Committee. You didn't

         25  even go through a red light, and that is really
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          2  amazing.

          3                 And then being an architect, and your

          4  time is very valuable to give your services as a

          5  volunteer to the City I think is to be commended and

          6  I want to thank you for that.

          7                 MS. PARKER PHIFER: Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Are there any

          9  questions?

         10                 Obviously everybody is impressed with

         11  you, so we are going to take a vote. We will leave

         12  the vote open for those members who cannot be

         13  present because of other committee meetings.

         14                 Do we have somebody to take the vote?

         15                 MR. FERTIG: No, we have to get the

         16  clerk.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Mr. Povman, you

         18  can call the vote, can't you?

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: He is on his way

         20  up.

         21                 Okay, we will now have a roll call on

         22  M588, Jean Parker Phifer, appointment to the New

         23  York City Art Commission.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I vote
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          2  enthusiastically for this candidate. I think she is

          3  a great asset to the City of New York and has an

          4  unbelievably great background for this job.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Yes. I am very

         17  happy to vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

         19  Vallone.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, we will

         22  hold the vote open because there are members of this

         23  Committee who are presently at other meetings in the

         24  building, and they will be allowed to record their

         25  vote.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Mr. Chairman,

          3  before you adjourn, let me ask the members of the

          4  Finance Committee to please come next door so that

          5  we can proceed with the Finance Committee business.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: The vote stands

          7  at eight in the affirmative, and is still open.

          8                 (Hearing concluded at 10:55 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 30th day of June 1999.
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