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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Welcome to the

          3  Land Use Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting

          4  and Maritime Uses. My name is Jessica Lappin, I am

          5  the Chair. We are joined today by Council Member

          6  Miguel Martinez of Manhattan, Council Member Rosie

          7  Mendez of Manhattan, Council Member Leroy Comrie

          8  from Queens, and Council Member Jimmy Oddo, Minority

          9  Leader, from Staten Island, and Council Member

         10  Annabel Palma of the Bronx. And I didn't even see

         11  you there, Jim. Council Member Jim Gennaro, this

         12  item is in his district, which is the Gateway

         13  School. The application No. 20075545. We have Deputy

         14  Mayor Walcott here to testify.

         15                 Welcome.

         16                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: So, I'll open the

         18  hearing and please begin.

         19                 MR. HOLDEN: Good afternoon,

         20  Chairperson Lappin, Council Member Gennaro, Council

         21  Members. I'm joined this afternoon by Deputy Mayor

         22  Dennis Walcott, Deputy Mayor for Education and

         23  Community Development.

         24                 My name is Ross Holden, and I am Vice

         25  President and General Counsel for the New York City
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          2  School Construction Authority.

          3                 The SCA has undertaken the site

          4  selection process for the proposed new Queens

          5  Gateway to Health Sciences Secondary School. The

          6  proposed site is a portion of Tax Lot Number 1 on

          7  Tax Block 6858 in the Borough of Queens.

          8                 Tax Lot 1 comprises the entire

          9  superblock that contains Queens Hospital Center. The

         10  proposed site is also located in Community School

         11  District No. 28 and Queens Community Board No. 8.

         12                 The proposed site as shown on the

         13  site plan consists of two adjoining portions of the

         14  Queens Hospital Center, located on the south side of

         15  Goethals Avenue, between 160th and 162nd Street. The

         16  entire Queens Hospital Campus is owned by the City

         17  of New York, and the proposed site consists of two

         18  areas.

         19                 The first area is approximately

         20  64,000 square foot, or an acre and a half, area that

         21  is under the control of the New York City Department

         22  of Education, and contains largely vacant one- and

         23  two-story structures that housed hospital support

         24  functions in the past.

         25                 The second area contains
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          2  approximately 11,200 square feet, or a little more

          3  than a quarter of an acre, and that's under the

          4  control of the Health and Hospitals Corporation and

          5  consists of roadway and landscaped area.

          6                 Under the proposed project, the SCA

          7  would demolish all on-site structures and construct

          8  a new approximately 800-seat intermediate high

          9  school facility for the Gateway School in the first

         10  area, and an accessory parking lot containing

         11  approximately 50 spaces for school staff on the

         12  second area.

         13                 Gateway is an existing seventh

         14  through 12th grade school organization, that

         15  occupies an overcrowded facility at 150-91 87th

         16  Road, approximately one mile away.

         17                 The notice of filing of the site plan

         18  was published in New York Post and City Record on

         19  March 21st, 2007, at which time Queens Community

         20  Board No. 8 was asked to hold a public hearing on

         21  the proposed site plan.

         22                 Community Board No. 8 held its public

         23  hearings on the site plan on April 12th, 2007, and

         24  subsequently sent written comments recommending

         25  against the proposed site.
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          2                 The City Planning Commission was also

          3  notified of the site plan on March 21st, 2007 and it

          4  recommended in favor of the site.

          5                 On May 17th, 2007, in accordance with

          6  Section 1732 of the Public Authorities Law, the SCA

          7  submitted the site plan for consideration to the

          8  Mayor and City Council. Following the Subcommittee's

          9  hearing on June 4th, 2007 that application was

         10  withdrawn.

         11                 The SCA has considered all comments

         12  received on the proposed site plan pursuant to

         13  Section 1731 of the Public Authorities Law. In

         14  accordance with Section 1732 of the Public

         15  Authorities Law, the SCA submitted the amended site

         16  plan, which includes the proposed school parking

         17  area to the Mayor Council on June 5th, 2007.

         18                 Last night, Queens Community Board

         19  No. 8 considered the amended site plan, and also the

         20  progress that the City has made toward addressing

         21  the reasons for the previous recommendation against

         22  the site. The Community Board reconsidered its

         23  previous position and voted unanimously with one

         24  abstention in support of the school site.

         25                 The City's understandings with and
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          2  commitments to the Community Board will be set forth

          3  in greater detail by Deputy Mayor Walcott.

          4                 We look forward to your Committee's

          5  favorable consideration of the proposed site plan.

          6  Now I would like to introduce Deputy Mayor Walcott

          7  who will testify on the proposed site.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Thank you,

         10  Ross. And, again, good afternoon to Chair Lappin, to

         11  Council Member Gennaro, to the members of the

         12  Subcommittee on Public siting, and also to the

         13  members of the community who are here, as well as to

         14  the principals and the students of Gateway High

         15  School and Middle School.

         16                 I come before you once again today in

         17  support of this extremely important project, the

         18  Queens Gateway to Health Sciences Secondary School.

         19  We are joined here, as I indicated, by the principal

         20  and some of the students today, who you will hear

         21  from shortly.

         22                 I want to thank you all for your

         23  guidance, your leadership over the past month, it's

         24  really been extremely helpful.

         25                 As you know, last week we withdrew
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          2  our application in light of some of the outstanding

          3  concerns raised by Council Member Gennaro and the

          4  members of the community, in which the proposed

          5  school site lies. In the last week we have worked

          6  tirelessly to address these concerns which I will

          7  outline for you today.

          8                 I, along with the SCA, went to a

          9  meeting of the Executive Committee of Community

         10  Board No. 8 last Wednesday, to hear their specific

         11  concerns, and again last night to the full Board

         12  meeting.

         13                 The primary concerns are around

         14  parking, traffic and environmental issues.

         15                 They are the steps we've taken and

         16  commitments we've made to address each of them, and

         17  I was heartened by the Community Board in support of

         18  Gateway last night.

         19                 With regard to parking, the Health

         20  and Hospitals Corporation has agreed to provide an

         21  area adjacent to the school site for use as free

         22  parking by school staff under a permanent

         23  arrangement for the duration of the school's

         24  existence.

         25                 A preliminary evaluation of that area
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          2  indicates that approximately 50 parking spaces can

          3  be accommodated.

          4                 The SCA and HHC will work together on

          5  a final design for the parking area so it will meet

          6  the parking needs of the school workers and all

          7  documents pertaining to the transfer of the area to

          8  DOE will be shared with the community board.

          9                 Also in regard to parking and

         10  traffic, we have committed to work with the

         11  Department of Transportation to explore the

         12  feasibility of angle parking along Goethals Avenue.

         13                 Additionally, we will continue to

         14  coordinate with the MTA to ensure levels accommodate

         15  increased demand for bus service in the area.

         16                 We've made a lot of progress on the

         17  environmental front as well. The community was

         18  concerned about the soils being used, and we have

         19  agreed to use soils that will meet the TAGM and part

         20  375 standards.

         21                 Furthermore, SCA will verify that the

         22  soils provided by the contractor meet these

         23  standards through independent testing conducted by

         24  SCA's environmental consultant.

         25                 We have also agreed to conduct indoor
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          2  air quality testing in the new facility prior to its

          3  occupancy by the Gateway School.

          4                 After the school opens, we will do

          5  indoor air sampling twice during the first year of

          6  its opening, and once a year for the next five

          7  years.

          8                 If the IAQ results indicate any

          9  potential concerns, the SCA will investigate and

         10  take immediate action to remedy the situation.

         11                 To ensure the community has full and

         12  all the information it needs, a reporting protocol

         13  shall be developed with the community board, so

         14  critical information regarding the planning and

         15  progress of environmental remedial efforts and

         16  construction can be shared.

         17                 The SCA will provide periodic updates

         18  to the community board during the duration of the

         19  construction and will consider feedback from the

         20  community to minimize construction impacts to the

         21  neighborhood.

         22                 This proposal to place the gateway

         23  school on the campus of Queens Hospital presents a

         24  unique opportunity for our students to pursue

         25  careers in the fields of medicine and research.
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          2                 As you know, this school is currently

          3  located in a building that serves 569 students, and

          4  is operating at over 112 percent capacity. Even in

          5  these overcrowded conditions, the quality of this

          6  school and the success of our students are

          7  exceptional.

          8                 The Gateway is a school of

          9  excellence, with an average attendance rate of 95

         10  percent, where the graduation rate is 90 percent,

         11  with 90 percent of the students earning a Regents

         12  diploma.

         13                 They have accelerated math, science

         14  programs and certain college credits through the

         15  College Now Program. This facility will allow the

         16  school to accommodate 800 students which will be

         17  capped at 800, and will strengthen the school's

         18  existing partnership with Queens Hospital Center.

         19                 The building facility will include

         20  state-of-the-art science labs, demonstration rooms,

         21  and a library specializing in the health sciences.

         22  It will allow direct access to the hospital and will

         23  provide the students opportunities, internships and

         24  research projects.

         25                 Our children deserve to learn in
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          2  state-of-the-art facilities with adequate space to

          3  receive a high quality education that they are

          4  entitled to.

          5                 I again thank Chair Lappin,

          6  Councilman Gennaro, the members of the community for

          7  its input to make this school site a reality, and I

          8  wholeheartedly want to thank all of you for your

          9  outstanding dialogue that we've had over the past

         10  month and a half and I think that it's resulted in a

         11  project that will also meet the community needs, as

         12  well as, most importantly, our students' needs.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you very

         15  much, Mr. Deputy Mayor.

         16                 I wanted to thank you for working so

         17  collaboratively and constructively with the Council.

         18  I know you personally spent time at these community

         19  board meetings. I think that's pretty unusual for a

         20  Deputy Mayor and really was very helpful in moving

         21  this process along and really listening to the

         22  community's concerns.

         23                 I also wanted to thank Council Member

         24  Gennaro, who has been a tireless advocate for this

         25  community on this particular project, and as the
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          2  Environmental Protection Chair, had, I think a

          3  unique perspective, on some of the environmental

          4  issues and really moved the dialogue along and was

          5  able to add what I think are some important

          6  environmental changes to the proposal. And I want to

          7  give you an opportunity, Council Member Gennaro, to

          8  comment.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         10  Madam Chair. I want to thank you for working so

         11  closely with us, for taking time to meet with the

         12  local community folks, to get a sense of you know,

         13  not only what their concerns are but who they are.

         14  And you saw them as I did, as very reasonable people

         15  who had some concerns and wanted to see some of the

         16  impacts of this school mitigated and you saw that as

         17  a doable thing, and were willing to kind of go the

         18  distance with us, and we're very grateful that you

         19  did that. So, thank you, Madam Chair.

         20                 This is probably as good a time as

         21  any to thank Leah for the great work that she did.

         22  So, the good guy in this whole thing, we're all good

         23  guys, but Leah worked very hard and so, we're very

         24  grateful for what you brought to this process. Thank

         25  you, Leah.
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          2                 And I surely want to thank the

          3  community. You had real concerns, they were very

          4  legitimate, and you wanted to work with me and

          5  Jessica and the Administration to come to closure on

          6  this. So, thank you.

          7                 So, Kevin Forrestal, Jackie

          8  Forrestal, Bob Trabold, from the community, thank

          9  you very much for your efforts. Bernie Diamond, and

         10  Si Schwartz. I think they have Gateway fatigue or

         11  something like that, so we gave them a day off. And

         12  everyone in Board 8, who were willing to sort of

         13  respond to your leadership and take a situation

         14  where it was 24 to 12 in opposition to the school to

         15  go to the overwhelming, what I thought was

         16  unanimous. I heard somebody abstained, I don't know

         17  who it is. No, no, no, it's okay. It was great.

         18  Nobody voted against the schools. So, that was

         19  great. That was great.

         20                 Deputy Mayor Walcott, who is now an

         21  honorary member of Community Board 8, and so we were

         22  grateful to all the trips you made to the humble

         23  community and with your great team. Of course,

         24  Sharon Greenberger, Ross Holden, Lorraine Borillo,

         25  Kenrick Ou, Vinnie. I don't know his last name. We
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          2  know him as Vinnie. You know, Vinnie the technical

          3  guy. And, so, -- oh, and Erin Stevenson. Erin, hi.

          4  Thank you for keeping me in line, which is not easy

          5  sometimes. Thank you for that. And I've already

          6  mentioned Leah Carter. Gail Benjamin, the head of

          7  our Land Use Division, Mr. Alonzo Carr, who is a

          8  great friend of mine for many years, working closely

          9  with Gail on this. Chuck Meara, the Chief of Staff

         10  of the Council, that did so much to make sure that

         11  we were able to come today. I've already mentioned

         12  Jessica, and I've thanked her for that. Land Use

         13  Chair Melinda Katz, and, of course, Speaker Quinn,

         14  who went to bat for us and really helped to make

         15  this possible by going through the Administration

         16  and saying, essentially promising that if we get a

         17  little more time, we could get a really good result.

         18  And the Administration graciously, graciously

         19  withdrew the application, and that step should not

         20  be minimized. It was a big deal for them to do that.

         21  They certainly don't want to get them into the

         22  rhythm of doing it every time there is a problem or

         23  a bump in the road, but we could sort of see the

         24  light at the end of the tunnel before we made the

         25  withdrawal. We had the good sense to sort of listen
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          2  to the community, and understand that if we just

          3  held back a little bit, we could figure out a way to

          4  get some real daylight here.

          5                 And last, but certainly not least, to

          6  the principal and students and family of the Gateway

          7  school, welcome to Hillcrest Estates, and, so, we

          8  know that you will be good neighbors. If anything

          9  was a constant in this whole dialogue, was that we

         10  were all fond of the great work of the Gateway

         11  School and all the good students that you have in

         12  the schools.

         13                 It was never about the students or

         14  the mission of the Gateway School and the work that

         15  you do, but, you know, we have a community and we

         16  wanted to figure out the best fit and the best

         17  arrangement for the school, and we came to that good

         18  day. And, so, here we are, and so we welcome you to

         19  our community. And we know that in Hillcrest Estates

         20  Community you will find a very nice home for your

         21  excellent school.

         22                 So, with that said, I want to thank

         23  everyone for sort of putting up with like the battle

         24  of Gateway, but certainly all is well that ends

         25  well, and, so, God bless us, everyone. Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: We will vote in

          3  just a minute.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 There is one panel to testify in

          6  favor from the community.

          7                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Again, as I

          8  leave the table, I really want to thank you, Chair

          9  Lappin, and also the Council Members. You guys have

         10  been fantastic and really, to the hard-working SCA

         11  staff, as well, who have done I think an outstanding

         12  job in responding and dialoguing and really laying

         13  the framework for us to reach today where we're all

         14  in agreement as far as the next step. I want to

         15  thank all of you for your participation. So, thank

         16  you, Chair.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you.

         18                 Go ahead.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Chair,

         20  I just want to say for the record, before I ask

         21  consent to vote, because I have a previous

         22  engagement, that it is not unusual for Deputy Mayor

         23  Walcott to get involved with issues dealing with

         24  schools and addressing community concerns. So, I

         25  just want to say that because I have not had the
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          2  opportunity, and other occasion I have heard when we

          3  come to consensus, how people recognize that but I

          4  found that it's not unusual for this Deputy Mayor to

          5  really get involved in a day-to-day discussion and

          6  ensuring that at the end of the day we come with

          7  some consensus that meet both the needs of the

          8  community and the need for our public school system.

          9  So I just want to put that on the record. And may I

         10  have consent to vote on the item?

         11                 Is that a no?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: It's a hold on

         13  one moment. But you know what? Okay, by the time --

         14  why don't we bring up the next panel and then if we

         15  can, Mr. Forrestal, Mrs. Forrestal and Robert

         16  Trabold.

         17                 MR. FORRESTAL: Chair Lappin,

         18  distinguished Committee members, I'm Kevin

         19  Forrestal. I'm President of the Hillcrest Estates

         20  Civic Association, a member of Community Board 8 and

         21  Chair-elect of the Queens Hospital Committee

         22  Advisory Board.

         23                 I'd just like to clarify some

         24  questions that Jim had. The vote was unanimous with

         25  one abstention for cause of an employee of the
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          2  Queens Hospital Center and a union official. So, had

          3  a conflict of interest and that was agreed to and

          4  that's why he abstained. So, there were no votes in

          5  the negative or abstaining for any reason other than

          6  a potential conflict.

          7                 I'd like to also point out that the

          8  previous occasions the TAGM standard is 40, 46 and

          9  the administration did approve, clarify that as the

         10  specific TAGM standard.

         11                 My remarks will be very brief. Since,

         12  Chair Lappin, since we met with you on June 1st in

         13  your office, an awful lot has been accomplished, and

         14  I'd like to thank particularly Councilman Gennaro

         15  and the two Chairs, Melinda Katz and you, Chair

         16  Lappin.

         17                 It's through your offices that we

         18  were able to get what was accomplished accomplished,

         19  and I will echo all of the people that Jim said, and

         20  not repeat them for the sake of sanity.

         21                 A particular distinction in this

         22  process is the environmental, and I'd like to thank

         23  the people that paid Dr. Sevino and others, the pro

         24  bono assistance they gave. They advocated one

         25  particular standard, the SEA wanted to use another
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          2  standard with the SCA and I'll give them total

          3  credit for this, is they came up with a way to

          4  finding the best of both, and there is a win/win for

          5  everyone, particularly the children and the staff of

          6  this proposed school. And I suggest that this be

          7  looked at as the potential gold standard that you

          8  use for consideration in the future, at least until

          9  something is sound that's better, because not only

         10  the Gateway school, but any other school that has a

         11  similar situation be afforded the same safety.

         12                 Also, we're very pleased with the

         13  good efforts with the parking situation which would

         14  have been very difficult for our neighborhood, and

         15  we want to thank the City again for going well

         16  beyond what they do in other situations, and maybe

         17  that's because we are a very special neighborhood,

         18  which we think we are.

         19                 Again, thank you very much, and I

         20  have nothing further to say.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you.

         22  Please. We're in a little bit of a rush, just

         23  because there's a lot going on today.

         24                 MS. FORRESTAL: Good afternoon. My

         25  name is Jackie Forrestal, the Hillcrest Estates
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          2  Civic Association, but today I'm reading a statement

          3  for Borough President Helen Marshall.

          4                 I don't know whether you want me to

          5  read the entire statement?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: You don't have

          7  to.

          8                 MS. FORRESTAL: But I will read the

          9  preface to it.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Perfect. And then

         11  it will be submitted for the record.

         12                 MS. FORRESTAL: It is a pleasure to

         13  resubmit my testimony in support of the construction

         14  of the Gateway High School for Health Sciences on

         15  the Queens Hospital Center Campus. I applaud

         16  Community Board 8 and the School Construction

         17  Authority, for their patience negotiating the

         18  finest, safest schools in the country that will

         19  prepare thousands of students to be successful,

         20  productive members of our community. Now let's put

         21  the trouble in the ground.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you.

         23                 And before we hear from Mr. Trabold,

         24  I want to give Council Member Martinez an

         25  opportunity to vote.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          3  Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          5  Madam Chair. I vote aye.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you.

          7                 Mr. Trabold.

          8                 MR. TRABOLD: Robert Trabold from

          9  Hillcrest Citizens for Neighborhood Preservation.

         10                 For the last four years we have been

         11  raising issues in the community concerning the

         12  siting of Gateway School, and I'm happy to report

         13  that in the last week or ten days we have resolved

         14  many of the issues we raised. There will be free

         15  on-site parking for the teachers next of the school

         16  to the west. We're very happy about that.

         17                 The size of the school will be capped

         18  at 800, no doubled, tripled sessions. Also we did

         19  reach an agreement on the soil, the type of soil

         20  going in and the monitoring of that soil, as it

         21  comes from the storage place into the evacuated site

         22  where there will be monitoring as it is poured into

         23  the site. We're very happy with that. Certainly this

         24  was a suggestion and demand by Dr. James Sevino at

         25  Pace University. He has a lot of experience in this,

                                                            23

          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2  and this Council was very good in helping us to make

          3  certain demands in this area and we're very happy

          4  that they were agreed to.

          5                 We're a little disappointed with the

          6  air monitoring. Little disagreement between Dr.

          7  Schlessinger and SCA, but we'll live with that.

          8                 So, I feel Hillcrest Citizens for

          9  Neighborhood Preservation, a lot of our demands had

         10  been answered, so we would recommend the siting

         11  there.

         12                 I want to thank the professors at

         13  Pace, Dr. Schlessinger, Dr. Sevino, who have given

         14  us good counsel, and show those laypeople, we're

         15  just laypeople, issues on the contamination. And

         16  also I want to thank State Senator Padavan and

         17  Council Member Gennaro for supporting us through the

         18  year. They've been very articulate. And I also want

         19  to thank Chairperson Lappin. It was very nice that

         20  you met with us beforehand, we had a good meeting in

         21  your office, and in your support, and postponing

         22  this vote so we would have more time to work it out.

         23  Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: It was a pleasure

         25  meeting you three, and it's always nice to see
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          2  active, engaged citizens working hard, and I think

          3  in the end the result is a positive one.

          4                 So, thank you very much for coming.

          5                 I just found out that the principal

          6  and some of the students from Gateway are here, and

          7  I think two students and the principal would like to

          8  make some comments on the record. If you all want to

          9  come up together.

         10                 Please have a seat. And then if you

         11  could each, the principal and the two students who

         12  are going to speak, just introduce yourself for the

         13  record when you do.

         14                 MS. EDWARDS: Good afternoon, Madam

         15  Chair, Councilman Gennaro, and members of the

         16  Subcommittee, the Land Use Subcommittee on Public

         17  Siting. My name is Cynthia Edwards.  I'm currently

         18  the principal of Queens Gateway Health Sciences

         19  Secondary School, and have been for the last eight

         20  years. It really gives me great pleasure to be here

         21  this afternoon with you. I just want to take this

         22  time to introduce my team, and it's important that

         23  you know who Queens's finest children really are,

         24  and I would just like to introduce to you Nazihah

         25  Ahmed, who is on her way to Stonybrook University.
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          2  Tahir Ahmad, on her way to New York University.

          3  Swahzie Dihlal, on her way to Massachusetts, College

          4  of Pharmacy and Health Sciences. Tashawn Williams,

          5  Stonybrook University. And I also have Amil Alie,

          6  who wants to become a physician assistant, and he

          7  will be going to City University of New York.

          8                 And I also have the youngest Queens's

          9  finest here, and his name is Derek Oxford. He is an

         10  eighth grader, and he will be staying with us for

         11  the ninth grade.

         12                 I would just like to publicly say to

         13  all of you, and just take this opportunity to thank

         14  Deputy Mayor Dennis Walcott for his practice of

         15  including Queens Gateway to Health Sciences

         16  Secondary School, and the happenings of the

         17  community board meeting, and even at this high

         18  level, we would never have had this opportunity to

         19  being here, never been here before, and on this

         20  occasion it's really a great opportunity to be here

         21  and I just want to say thank you to all of you.

         22  Because I know time is a constraint, I'm going to

         23  cut what I had to say, and I'm going to yield to my

         24  students, because you've got to hear from them. So,

         25  thank you, ladies and gentlemen.
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          2                 MR. ALIE: Good afternoon, Council

          3  members. Good afternoon, Madam Chair. My name is

          4  Amil Alie, and I am a member of the Queens Gateway

          5  graduating class of 2007. I have been attending

          6  Queens Gateway for the last six years, since seventh

          7  grade in 2001. Throughout these years, I am proud to

          8  say that Queens Gateway has given me ideal

          9  opportunities to further my quest towards a medical

         10  field.

         11                 What opportunities you may ask? In

         12  the seventh grade, I, along with many others, were

         13  able to participate in the bio-science studies

         14  institute program at Queens Gateway where we worked

         15  with fruitflies to further our knowledge in

         16  genetics.

         17                 In the eighth grade we had hospital

         18  rotations where students would travel to Queens

         19  Hospital's T building to take health-related classes

         20  there. Because we were in the hospital environment,

         21  we were able to visit many different departments,

         22  meeting many doctors and gain a more comfortable

         23  feeling around the hospital. Hospital rotation was

         24  an exciting experience for most of the students.

         25                 At the end of eighth grade we applied
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          2  to various high schools, but I'm proud to say that

          3  the majority of my class stayed right here at Queens

          4  Gateway. Why would they stay? Queens Gateway is just

          5  as good as any specialized school, just without the

          6  name brand.

          7                 I can say that it's even better

          8  because Queens Gateway teachers are always smiling,

          9  they're always willing to help. They would give up

         10  their lunch hours just to help us.

         11                 Our administrators at Queens Gateway

         12  are practically family. Unlike many other schools,

         13  students at Queens Gateway are able to work with our

         14  administrators and approach them freely. Our

         15  Principal, Ms. Cynthia Edwards, has an open-door

         16  policy, where she puts her students first, giving

         17  them priority to speak with her.

         18                 Life at Queens Gateway has been

         19  spectacular, and by establishing us in the Queens

         20  Hospital Campus, Queens Gateway will stand higher

         21  and finally have the recognition it deserves.

         22                 All right, thank you.

         23                 MS. EDWARDS: Okay, Tashawn Williams,

         24  who is on his way to Stonybrook University, and

         25  Tashawn's mother is standing right here.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Proud mom.

          3                 MR. WILLIAMS: Good afternoon. Well,

          4  as Ms. Edwards previously stated, my name is Tashawn

          5  Williams. I will be attending Stonybrook University

          6  in the fall, and I'm planning on majoring in

          7  biology.

          8                 I would like to start off by saying

          9  that I have been attending Queens Gateway since the

         10  seventh, eighth, and ever since then I've been

         11  anticipating this new move to this new, brand new

         12  school, near Queens Hospital, and now I'm graduating

         13  and leaving the school and I'm still waiting today

         14  for that move. Queens Gateway has hundreds of

         15  students and barely any space. There is one gym so

         16  small that eight-year-old brother can kick a ball to

         17  the ceiling. We have no school yard and only one

         18  staircase leading from the basement to the top

         19  floor. There isn't any space for children to stand

         20  outside of the school. We don't even have space for

         21  children to stand in the school. The hallways feel

         22  like sardine cans and you can barely stretch your

         23  hands without intruding to somebody else's personal

         24  space.

         25                 Our school trains students to become
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          2  doctors. Great doctors at that. And our building

          3  doesn't even have a full science lab. This new

          4  school opening will open many new opportunities for

          5  the current Queens Gateway students. The students

          6  want to be around doctors. They want hands-on

          7  experience. They want science labs and they need

          8  this new school. One day they will be your

          9  physicians, they will be your chiropractors, they

         10  will be your radiologist, and they may even be the

         11  one doctor who saves your lives.

         12                 I would just like to say thank you

         13  for approving this new school, and it will not be a

         14  decision you will grow to regret.

         15                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I am currently

         16  an eighth grader at Queens Gateway to Health

         17  Sciences Secondary School. I'm here before you to

         18  talk about the hospital rotation that we usually

         19  have every year.

         20                 The traveling from Queens Gateway to

         21  the Queens Hospital Center has been a great

         22  inconvenience due to the transportation. This issue

         23  has caused a huge corruption in the constructive

         24  time of the teaching at Queens Hospital Center. It

         25  has cut down on the curriculum that is being taught
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          2  by Mrs. Mooges, our biology teacher, and has cut

          3  down on the learning that we are processing.

          4                 Having a school on hospital grounds

          5  will provide a better perception of the medical

          6  field, and a greater space for us Gateway students

          7  to pursue our health career goals.

          8                 So, do you want to leave us

          9  emancipated in a small space, or do you want us to

         10  be liberated and pursue our careers of health

         11  sciences goals?

         12                 MS. WILLIAMS: Hi. My name is Sandra

         13  Williams. I'm the PTA President, and sitting next to

         14  me is our CEC 28 Vice President.

         15                 MS. SPARKS: Hi. Good afternoon. My

         16  name is Vanessa Sparks. I am currently the First

         17  Vice President of Community Education Council 28.

         18  But as important, I am an original Gateway parent. I

         19  am the first PTA President of Queens Gateway, 1994

         20  to 1999, daughter graduated Queens Gateway, too,

         21  class of 2000.

         22                 MS. WILLIAMS: Okay. I am here today

         23  just to have you reflect. I mean, I came here for a

         24  big speech, but it seems like you made it easier for

         25  me, okay? I just want to reflect on a poetry, "The
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          2  Other Side," by Jacqueline Woodson. And it focus on

          3  a wall that stretches through their town. And in the

          4  first line of the poem she stated that the wall

          5  seemed bigger. As the poem progressed, wall really

          6  wasn't that big. And I just want to thank the person

          7  who were like that little girl, who climbed on top

          8  of the wall and look at the fact and make this thing

          9  happen.

         10                 I'm not going to give you too much

         11  more, but just thank you, thank you, thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you very

         13  much for coming to testify today.

         14                 MS. SPARKS: If you'll just give me a

         15  moment?

         16                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Sure.

         17                 MS. SPARKS: Actually I just found out

         18  about this meeting last night from Sandra Williams,

         19  so I don't have a speech prepared, and that's good.

         20  I'm going to speak directly, straight from the

         21  heart.

         22                 First I want to thank you for giving

         23  us the opportunity, and I want to thank Community

         24  Board 8 for voting in the affirmative to move this

         25  school.
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          2                 I feel like a proud old mamma that's

          3  watching her offspring go on and grow. As I said,

          4  I'm the first PTA President of Queens Gateway, 1994

          5  when the school opened we were housed on the third

          6  floor of an existing school. What happened from

          7  1994, 1998, that school had to move once because the

          8  roof caved in on us in one school, and we were

          9  forced into the basement of that building, and then

         10  the water began to rise which forced us to another

         11  location.

         12                 I remember in 1996 sitting at a

         13  Community Board 8 meeting, with students, who were

         14  then students, as we looked to get the building that

         15  the school is at now, always knowing that the

         16  ultimate home for Queens Gateway was the Queens

         17  Hospital Center, which is really nice to see in the

         18  past 13 years how we've gone from one floor in an

         19  existing school to finally getting into our own

         20  building at Queens Hospital. So, I want to say thank

         21  you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you.

         23                 I want to start first by

         24  congratulating all of the students who are going on

         25  to college, and you should be very proud of
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          2  yourself, you're all going to great institutions,

          3  and that's a big achievement, but it's just the

          4  beginning of what I'm sure will be a lot more. And I

          5  hope that this isn't the last time that you're all

          6  in this building. I hope you'll come back and

          7  continue to participate in your communities and here

          8  in the government process. And with that I wanted to

          9  close the hearing, and recommend a favorable vote

         10  and ask the Counsel to call the roll.

         11                 Unless any of my colleagues have

         12  other questions.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I just wanted

         14  to say, Ms. Sparks, you are not old. And

         15  congratulations to all the young people, and I look

         16  forward to hearing a lot of great things from you in

         17  the future.

         18                 MS. SPARKS: Okay, thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: If I may,

         20  Madam Chair? I just wanted to thank my colleague

         21  Leroy Comrie in a special way. He certainly is a big

         22  proponent of Gateway, but certainly wanted to see it

         23  happen in a way that was the best possible outcome

         24  for the community. He kept in touch with me, met

         25  with me, met with folks, and as the Chairman of our
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          2  Delegation in Queens, provided great leadership, and

          3  helped us to really get us here today. So I wanted

          4  to thank Leroy in a special way for his deep

          5  commitment, making good things happen.

          6                 And to Mr. Williams, Mr. Williams I

          7  want to say that I went to SUNY Stonybrook myself. I

          8  went there in 1975. I went there in 1975 with an

          9  interest in science, and I said I'm going to go to

         10  Stonybrook, I'm going to study science, and I'm

         11  going to do, you know, good things some day. And I

         12  wanted to work on issues related to the environment,

         13  and here I am as Chairman of the Committee of

         14  Environmental Protection. Maybe some day you'll be

         15  the Chairman of our Health Committee. So, we can

         16  only -- or better. So, good to hear that you're

         17  going to my alma mater, and good luck to you, Mr.

         18  Williams, and to all the students who came before us

         19  today. Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Okay, now I'd

         21  like to ask the Counsel to call the roll.

         22                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Lappin.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Aye.

         24                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         25  Comrie.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Happily, aye.

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          4  Palma.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          6                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          7  Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          9                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         10  Mendez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         13  Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         15                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: By a vote of

         16  seven in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

         17  abstention, the item passes to the full Land Use

         18  Committee.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Congratulations.

         20  This meeting is adjourned.

         21                 (Hearing concluded at 1:59 p.m.)
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