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..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of health and mental hygiene to maintain language access services for abortion providers
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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            Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 17-174.1 to read as follows:
§ 17-174.1 Language access services for abortion providers. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Abortion. The term “abortion” means (i) the procedure to terminate a pregnancy for purposes other than producing a live birth, including, but not limited to, a termination using pharmacological agents and (ii) any services related to such procedure, including, but not limited to, pre-abortion and post-abortion counseling.
Abortion provider. The term “abortion provider” includes, but is not limited to, a hospital or a licensed medical provider that is located in the city and provides abortions.
Interpretation services. The term “interpretation services” means oral, contemporaneous interpretation of oral communications.
Language access services. The term “language access services” means interpretation services or translation services.
Translation services. The term “translation services” means oral explanation or written translation of documents.
b. The department shall maintain prompt language access services for each abortion provider, including, but not limited to, any equipment or any staff necessary for such services, to ensure an individual obtaining an abortion may communicate with an abortion provider in such individual’s preferred language. 
c. The department, in consultation with abortion providers, shall inform individuals seeking an abortion of the availability of language access services as required by subdivision b of this section. Nothing in this section shall preclude an individual from having an adult, including, but not limited to, a friend or a relative, accompany such individual to the abortion provider to provide language access services.
d. Beginning no later than one year after the effective date of the local law that added this section, and annually thereafter, the department shall report on the language access services as required by subdivision b of this section. The department shall submit such report to the mayor and the speaker of the council and post such report on its website. Such annual report shall include, but not be limited to, the following information for the previous calendar year:
1. A description of the language access services that the department provided to abortion providers including how many times each language was requested;
2. The timeframe it took the department to provide such language access services; and 
3. Any difficulties that the department had in maintaining prompt language access services and the department’s efforts to address such difficulties. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, except that the commissioner of health and mental hygiene shall take such measures as are necessary for the implementation of this local law, including the promulgation of rules, before such date.
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