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I. Introduction


On February 14, 2017, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Jumaane D. Williams will hold a hearing for the purposes of conducting votes on Proposed Int. No. 179-A and Proposed Int. No. 289-A.
The Committee originally heard Proposed Int. No. 179-A in September 2016 and received testimony from the Fire Department, the Manhattan Borough President and other interested members of the public. The Committee originally heard Proposed Int. No. 289-A in October 2014 and received testimony from the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (“HPD”), legal services providers and other interested members of the public. More information about these bills is available with the materials for those hearings, which can be accessed online at http://on.nyc.gov/2lMar9A and http://on.nyc.gov/2evDZHR. 

Proposed Legislation

Below is a brief summary of each of the pieces of legislation being voted on by the Committee at this hearing. These summaries are intended for informational purposes only and do not substitute for legal counsel. For more detailed information, you should review the full text of each bill, which is attached below.
Proposed Int. No. 179-A

Proposed Int. No. 179-A would require street numbers to be placed on every side of a building that contains an entrance primarily utilized for day-to-day pedestrian ingress or egress. This legislation is not intended to take the place of the Borough Presidents’ vanity address application processes. Proposed Int. No. 179-A would also increase the civil penalty for failing to post street numbers from twenty-five dollars to two hundred fifty dollars and the daily penalty from five dollars to fifty dollars. This legislation takes effect 365 days after enactment.
Proposed Int. No. 289-A


Proposed Int. No. 289-A would require HPD to make all applications and corresponding instruction materials available in English, Arabic, Chinese, Haitian Creole, Korean, Russian, and Spanish and allow HPD to use additional languages at its discretion. It would also require HPD to provide a notice, listing all the languages in which applications are available, with all application forms, on HPD’s website and in areas of HPD offices that are open to the public. This legislation takes effect 120 days after enactment.
Proposed Int. No. 179-A

By Council Members Williams, Chin, Koo, Torres and Mendez (by request of the Manhattan Borough President)
A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to display of street numbers


Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Section 3-505 of the administrative code of the city of New York, subdivision b as amended by local law number 18 for the year 1997, is amended to read as follows:

§ 3-505 Street numbers. a. Requirements. 1. The owner, agent, lessee or other person in charge of any building in the city upon a street to which street numbers of buildings have been assigned by the president of the borough in which such building is situated, shall cause the proper street number or numbers of such buildings to be displayed in such manner that the street number or numbers may at all times be plainly legible from the sidewalk in front of such building. The term "front" as used in this section shall be construed to mean that side of the building which faces the street on which the number or numbers of such building, or premises on which such building is situated, have been [allotted] assigned. The number or numbers shall be displayed on such side of such building or premises. Each borough president shall have the power to establish and enforce rules and regulations relating to the size, form, visibility and location of street numbers in accordance with the requirements of this section.

2. Where a building has frontage on more than one street, every side of such building that has an entrance primarily utilized for day-to-day pedestrian ingress and egress shall display either:
(a) The assigned street number of the street on which such entrance faces, or


(b) Both the street name and assigned street number of any other street on which an entrance of such building primarily utilized for day-to-day pedestrian ingress and egress faces.

b. Violations. If the owner, lessee, agent or other person in charge of any building in the city upon a street to which street numbers of buildings have been assigned by the president of the borough in which such building is situated shall fail to display the proper street number of such building, as provided in the foregoing subdivision, the president of the borough in which such building is situated shall forthwith serve such person or persons with a copy of this section, and if after thirty days' notice the owner, lessee, agent or other person in charge of such building shall fail or neglect to comply with the provisions thereof, he or she shall be subject to a penalty of [twenty-five] two hundred fifty dollars, which shall be sued for and collected in the name of the city. Any person who shall continue any such offense shall pay an additional sum of [five] fifty dollars for each day such offense shall continue.

§ 2. This local law takes effect 365 days after it becomes law and applies to all new and existing buildings.

	Proposed Int. No. 289-A
By Council Members Cumbo, Williams, Deutsch, Chin, Cornegy, Eugene, Gibson, Koo, Levine, Reynoso, Rose, Treyger, Menchaca, Rosenthal, Rodriguez, Lander, Levin, Vallone and Salamanca


	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the provision of housing applications in multiple languages by the department of housing preservation and development

	Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Article 1 of subchapter 4 of chapter 2 of title 27 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 27-2096.1 to read as follows:

§ 27.2096.1 Application forms; languages required. a. As used in this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Application form. The term "application form" means any application form or corresponding instruction materials that the department uses to select persons to whom it will provide services.
Mandatory language. The term "mandatory language" means English and any covered language, as defined by subdivision j of section 8-1002.
Optional language. The term "optional language" means any language other than a mandatory language.
b. The department shall make all application forms available in all mandatory languages.
c. The department may make application forms available in any optional language.
d. The department shall provide a notice with all application forms that such application forms are available in all mandatory languages and any optional language used pursuant to subdivision c of this section. Such notice shall be written in all mandatory languages and any optional language in which application forms are provided pursuant to this section.
e. The department shall prominently display, on its website and in portions of its offices that are open to the public, notices that application forms are available in all mandatory languages and any optional language in which application forms are provided pursuant to this section.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, except that the commissioner of housing and preservation development may take any actions necessary, including the promulgation of rules, before such effective date.
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