New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 0702-2024

Prime Sponsors:
By Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, Shahana K. Hanif, Jennifer Gutiérrez, Farah N. Louis, Lincoln Restler, Rita C. Joseph, and Kevin C. Riley

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing an emergency student food plan.

Submitted by:
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams

Justification:
In 2023, about 81 percent of New York City students qualified for free or reduced school lunch.[footnoteRef:1] For many students, the free breakfast, lunch, and after-school meals they receive at school are the only reliable meals they have every day. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Department of Education (DOE) pivoted to providing free meals at school locations to students and their families. Given that health and environmental emergencies are likely to increase, New York City should proactively prepare for the next school closure.  [1:  https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/ny-state-of-politics/2023/05/04/about-81--of-new-york-school-kids-to-qualify-for-free-meals ] 


This bill would require the Office of Emergency Management, in consultation with the Mayor’s Office of Food Policy and the DOE to develop a plan to provide students with breakfast, lunch and dinner in the event that city schools are ordered closed either by the governor, mayor or chancellor, or when any form of remote learning is being used by the DOE. This bill would ensure that in the event of an emergency or public health crisis that shutters schools, students will still be able to receive the meals they would normally receive in school and thus ensure their food security.
