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Good morning, I am Penny Lewis, Secretary of the Professional Staff Congress/CUNY
and a faculty member at the School of Labor and Urban Studies. We represent 30,000
faculty and professional staff at CUNY. Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you
today about CUNY Reconnect.

We are happy to be testifying at a hearing that promotes a program that has exceeded
expectations and brought thousands of students back into higher education at CUNY.
The pandemic hit CUNY students particularly hard. And the many reasons students
don’t finish degrees persist, even after the worst of the pandemic is over: they care for
children and parents; they work jobs that don’t pay enough or give them the schedules
and flexibility they need for school; and the financial costs of tuition as well as
non-tuition expenses such as food, rent, books and transportation remain difficult if not
impossible to meet.

This week at York College, Speaker Adams and Council Member Williams announced
the expansion of a CUNY Reconnect Welcome Center celebrating that 25,000 students
have come back to CUNY campuses through the program–doubling its original goal
when it was launched in 2022.1 This is clearly a remarkable success. And combined
with changes by the Governor and CUNY that streamlines the application process,
there is reason to be optimistic that enrollment is moving back towards its pre-pandemic
levels.2

Yet, the reality for many of these students is that to stay enrolled until graduation, other
pieces of the higher education puzzle must still come together. Are there enough faculty
to teach classes so students can graduate on time? What about mental health
counselors to help them adjust to returning to school while balancing childcare, other
jobs or lack of financial support? Will their classrooms be well equipped?

2 Governor Hochul Announces Transformation in Higher Education Enrollment Offering All New York High
School Seniors a Place at SUNY and CUNY | Governor Kathy Hochul

1 Adrienne Adams on X: "Since the launch of @CUNY Reconnect last year, nearly 25,000 working-age
New Yorkers have been re-enrolled in CUNY colleges. With the opening of @YorkCollegeCUNY’s new
Welcome Center, students will have a dedicated space to receive the support and guidance they need to
succeed! https://t.co/Ugl8RoXbbe" / X (twitter.com)

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-transformation-higher-education-enrollment-offering-all-new-york
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-transformation-higher-education-enrollment-offering-all-new-york
https://twitter.com/NYCSpeakerAdams/status/1729265867056169310
https://twitter.com/NYCSpeakerAdams/status/1729265867056169310
https://twitter.com/NYCSpeakerAdams/status/1729265867056169310
https://twitter.com/NYCSpeakerAdams/status/1729265867056169310
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PSC is elated at the prospect of enrollment growth in new and returning students at
CUNY. We’re less happy that CUNY is not structurally or financially ready for this,
making the job of members even more difficult than it is now. We have one advisor per
over 1000 students at some campuses. The number of full time faculty is stagnant due
to attrition. The Mayor has cut CUNY at every turn. CUNY administration again
announces vacancy reduction plans. Governor Hochul has advised agencies to keep
spending flat. We know another budget battle is upon us and our union will be fighting
every day to see CUNY, our students and members get the support we need.

Finally, on behalf of our members, I want to thank the Council for its strong support of
CUNY in the last Fiscal Year’s budget and for fighting against the Mayor’s budget cuts.
We have a long way to go before the city’s investment in CUNY reflects what our
students and members contribute to the economy and culture of our city, and we’re
grateful to have the council on our side.
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