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PROPOSED INT. NO. 511-A:
By Council Members James, Fidler, Gentile, Mendez, Nelson, Palma, Vacca, Gerson, de Blasio and Oddo

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing notice to the state concerning disciplinary proceedings against certain professionals.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends title 28 by adding a new section 28-104.2.1.6.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

On June 12, 2008, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 511-A, A Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to providing notice to the state concerning disciplinary proceedings against certain professionals.  On May 6, 2008, the Committee heard testimony from representatives of the Department of Buildings, other professionals and members of the general public on an earlier version of this legislation.

The Council is concerned about the quality of building construction, including renovations, and the performance of individuals who certify that any building plans are in accordance with the City’s Building Code and any other applicable laws.  The practice of self-certification by certain architects and engineers has sometimes led to inappropriate building practices in the City.  In 2007, the Council passed Local Law 3 and Local Law 4 which addressed issues related to false certifications by imposing greater sanctions for improper certifications.  Proposed Int. No. 511-A expands upon those provisions.
Int. No. 511
Bill section one amends Article 9 of Subchapter one of Chapter one of Title 27 of the existing Building Code by requiring the Department of Buildings (DOB or Department) to provide written notice to the New York State Department of Education of any Professional Engineer (PE) or Registered Architect (RA) where after adjudication an adverse determination was made or sanction imposed by DOB, including any settlement that resulted in a sanction by the Department. DOB must send the notice within ten business days following the determination or after a settlement has been reached.  The notice must include the name; business firm name and address of the PE or RA, along with any supporting documents for the sanction that was imposed. Additionally, the Department must provide notice of any PE or RA who has been subject to an adverse determination or sanction by DOB within the past five calendar years.  It is the New York State Department of Education that is the licensing entity for architects and engineers.
Bill section two provides that this law would take effect immediately.
Proposed Int. No. 511-A
The original bill was modified or amended in the following ways:
· Bill section one now amends Article 104 of Chapter 1 of Title 28 of the new Building Code, which will take affect July 1, 2008.
· Former bill section one amended a section of the existing Building Code, which will be repealed on July 1, 2008.
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