Int. No. 576

By Council Members Gennaro, Comrie, Fidler, James, Palma, Williams and Ulrich  

..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city building code, in relation to the regulation of concrete washout water.

..Body
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Section 3302.1 of chapter 33 of the New York city building code is amended by adding the following definitions, in to be placed in appropriate alphabetical order:

CONCRETE BUCKET. A receptacle of one half cubic yard or greater capacity used to convey concrete.

CONCRETE WASHOUT WATER. Wastewater from the rinsing of equipment used to mix, transport, convey, and/or place concrete manufactured by a permitted batch or mixing plant, including concrete buckets, concrete hose lines and pumps of concrete pump trucks, and the chute of concrete mixer trucks.

EXCEPTION: Equipment involved in the preparation, conveyance, or application of concrete mixed on site from bagged ready-mix.

FREEBOARD. The height of a structure above the high-water or maximum-capacity mark.

NORMAL SEWAGE. Sewage, industrial waste or other wastes having all of the following characteristics: a biochemical  oxygen  demand of 1,667 lbs. per million gallons (200 parts per million) or less; a chlorine demand: 208 lbs. per million gallons (25 parts per million) or less; suspended solids of 1,667 lbs. per millions gallons (200 parts per million) or less; ether soluble materials of 417 lbs. per million gallons (50 parts per million) or less; and a pH not less than 5.0 and not more than 9.5.

§ 2. Chapter 33 of the New York city building code is amended by adding a new section 3303.15 to read as follows:

3303.15 Concrete washout water. Concrete washout water shall be collected in concrete washout containers located on-site or in concrete washout water collection tanks installed on concrete pump and concrete mixer trucks.

3303.15.1 Concrete washout containers. Concrete washout containers shall be either prefabricated watertight containers designed for the purpose of holding concrete washout water, or self-installed concrete washout containers.

3303.15.1.1 Self-installed concrete washout containers. Self-installed concrete washout containers shall be built below grade, and shall be a minimum of 10 feet wide with a minimum 12 inch freeboard and shall be lined with plastic sheeting of at least 10 millimeter thickness that has no holes or tears. Where excavation is not feasible, self-installed washout containers may be installed above grade with the written approval of the commissioner. Above grade washout containers shall be a minimum of 10 feet wide and 10 feet long with a minimum 4 inch freeboard and shall be triple lined with plastic sheeting of at least 10 millimeter thickness that has no holes or tears. Self-installed washout containers should be designed to promote evaporation where feasible.

3303.15.1.2 Location. Concrete washout containers shall not be located less than 50 feet from storm drains, catch basins, ditches or bodies of water without the written approval of the commissioner.

3303.15.1.3 Coverage. All concrete washout containers shall be covered prior to or at the commencement of a rainstorm and at such other times as is appropriate to prevent overflow.

3303.15.1.4 Inspections. A daily inspection shall be made of all concrete washout containers and, if the building is a major building, such inspections shall be noted in the site safety log.  Leaks and structural damage noted by the inspection shall be repaired immediately.

3303.15.1.5 Maximum allowable usage.  Concrete washout containers shall not be filled in excess of 75% of the container capacity. 

3303.15.1.6 Disposal. Concrete washout water collected in concrete washout containers may only be disposed of as follows: 

1. Stored on-site until it has completely evaporated. Hardened concrete shall be removed and disposed of or recycled.

2. Vacuumed from the concrete washout containers and returned to the concrete batch plant for treatment and disposal.

3. Separating the water from the cement and aggregates and treating the water on-site until it meets the standards of normal sewage prior to release into the sewer system via an on-site sanitary drainage connection or, for existing buildings with a combined sanitary and storm drainage system, via an on-site combined drainage connection.  The water shall be tested prior to release and, if the building is a major building, the results from such testing shall be noted in the site safety log.
4. Separating the water from the cement and aggregates and treating the water on-site according to a treatment protocol established by rule by the commissioner of environmental protection prior to release into the sewer system via an on-site sanitary drainage connection or, for existing buildings with a combined sanitary and storm drainage system, via an on-site combined drainage connection. The water shall be tested prior to release and, if the building is a major building, the results from such testing shall be noted in the site safety log.

3303.15.2 Concrete washout water collection tanks. Construction and demolition operations that use concrete washout water collection tanks installed on concrete pump and concrete mixer trucks must ensure that the truck concrete washout water collection system will capture all of the concrete washout water generated when washing the truck while on-site.

3303.15.2.1 Minimum capacity. Concrete washout water collection tanks installed on concrete mixer trucks shall have a minimum capacity of 30 gallons. Concrete washout water collection tanks installed on concrete pump trucks shall have a minimum capacity of 75 gallons.

3303.15.2.2 Location. Concrete pump and concrete mixer trucks shall not be washed out less than 50 feet from storm drains, catch basins, ditches or bodies of water without the written approval of the commissioner.

3303.15.2.3 Disposal. Concrete washout water collected in concrete washout water collection tanks installed on concrete pump and concrete mixer trucks shall be returned to the concrete batch plant for treatment and disposal.


§ 3. This local law shall take effect one hundred twenty days after its enactment except that the commissioner of buildings shall take such actions as are necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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