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I. INTRODUCTION

On December 18, 2025, the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management (“the Committee”), chaired by Council Member Shaun Abreu, voted on Int. No. 1279-B, in relation to a department of sanitation rule regarding supplemental sanitation service providers placing out refuse or recycling, sponsored by Council Member Diana Ayala. The Committee previously heard Int. No. 1279 at a hearing on September 18, 2025, where it received testimony from representatives of the Department of Sanitation (“DSNY”), and interested members of the public.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  See, Int. 1123-2024, in relation to stationary on-street containers for the storage and collection of residential refuse, NYC Council (last accessed Oct. 28, 2025), available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7025189&GUID=70689B53-8B81-44D5-BACC-945AD8225F6F&Options=ID|Text|Attachments|&Search=1123-2024.] 


II. BACKGROUND
Prior to April 1, 2023, all waste streams could be placed curbside beginning at 4 p.m. on the night before collection.[footnoteRef:2] This, combined with the practice of setting waste out for collection in bags directly on the curb, has led to a number of challenges like obstructed sidewalks and increased litter.[footnoteRef:3] Plastic bags containing organic waste can also provide easy access to rats and other pests to feed on, resulting in population explosions.[footnoteRef:4] [2:  Id. ]  [3:  Id.]  [4:  Id.] 

In April 2023, DSNY released its waste containerization study, titled “The Future of Trash: Waste Containerization Models and Viability in New York City,” analyzing the feasibility of shifting the City’s practice of setting out trash bags directly on the sidewalk, to putting trash in lidded containers.[footnoteRef:5] The study found that containerization was feasible for 89% of residential streets citywide, representing approximately 77% of residential waste tonnage produced, but would require approximately 10% of parking spaces on residential blocks to be replaced with refuse containers.[footnoteRef:6]  [5:  The Future of Trash: Waste Containerization Models and Viability in New York City, DSNY (Apr. 2023), available at: https://dsny.cityofnewyork.us/wp-content/uploads/reports/future-of-trash.pdf ]  [6:  Id. ] 

On November 12, 2024, DSNY promulgated rules regarding setout times and trash setout practices for residential buildings,[footnoteRef:7] requiring buildings with 1 to 9 units to put household trash out for collection after 6:00 p.m, in leak-proof containers that are 55-gallons or smaller and have tight fitting lids.[footnoteRef:8] Commercial waste producers have been required to set refuse out in lidded containers since March 1, of 2024.[footnoteRef:9] In some parts of the City, DSNY’s and the Department of Transportation’s (“DOT”) street cleaning operations are supplemented by trash-collecting programs administered by a local Business Improvement District (“BID”), which organizes local businesses to financially supplement existing street cleaning efforts. As of August 1, 2025, BIDs are prohibited from placing bags of collected waste at the curb, and are required to use rigid, lidded containers that do not exceed 55-gallons in size when placing trash at the curb for collection by DSNY, unless DSNY permits a BID to transport waste directly to a DSNY garage, or to place waste in larger containers.[footnoteRef:10] Enforcement of containerization requirements for bids is currently scheduled to begin on January 2, 2026.[footnoteRef:11] [7:  Residential Waste Containerization, NYC 311. Available at: https://portal.311.nyc.gov/article/?kanumber=KA-03602. ]  [8:  Id. ]  [9:  New York City Department of Sanitation. Setout and Containers. Available at:  https://www.nyc.gov/site/dsny/businesses/setup-operations/setout.page ]  [10:  16 RCNY § 1-12. ]  [11:  New York City Department of Sanitation. Clean Curbs for BIDS. Available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/dsny/collection/containerization/clean-curbs-for-bids.page ] 


III. LEGISLATION
Int. No. 1279-B would restrict the application of rules adopted by the NYC Department of Sanitation (DSNY) which prohibit a supplemental sanitation service provider from placing refuse or recycling next to or against any public litter basket and which require that material placed out for collection by the Department by a supplemental sanitation service provider be in rigid receptacles with tight fitting lids. Until August 30, 2026, such rules could only be applied to a supplemental sanitation service provider which either (i) receives fiscal year 2026 discretionary expense funds, awarded pursuant to the city council discretionary funding process, for the purpose of purchasing receptacles, or (ii) does not receive such funding, but does submit an application to DSNY for the siting of a rigid receptacle with a tight-fitting lid no later than March 1, 2026.
This local law would take effect immediately.
Update
On Wednesday December 18th, the committee adopted Int. No. 1279-B by a vote of 10 in the affirmative, 1 in the negative, and 0 abstentions. 

















Int. No. 1279-B

By Council Members Ayala, Banks, Narcisse, Brewer and Farías

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a department of sanitation rule regarding supplemental sanitation service providers placing out refuse or recycling 
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

1

Section 1. Subdivision e of section 16-120 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 135 for the year 2018, is amended to read as follows:
e. [(1)] 1. No person shall deposit household or commercial refuse or liquid wastes in a public litter basket placed on the streets by the department or any other person. There shall be a rebuttable presumption that the person whose name, or other identifying information, appears on any household or commercial refuse or liquid wastes deposited in such public litter basket violated this paragraph.
[(2)] 2. No person shall place household or commercial refuse in or upon any sidewalk, street, lot, park, public place, wharf, pier, dock, bulkhead, slip, navigable waterway or other area whether publicly or privately owned, except in accordance with rules of the department relating to collection (i) by the department or (ii) by a private carter that is required to be licensed or registered pursuant to chapter 1 of title 16-A of the code. There shall be a rebuttable presumption that the person whose name, or other identifying information, appears on any household or commercial refuse placed in or upon any sidewalk, street, lot, park, public place, wharf, pier, dock, bulkhead, slip, navigable waterway or other area whether publicly or privately owned violated this paragraph.
§ 2. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Merchant association. The term “merchant association” means a group of merchants located in a commercial corridor that create an association to provide services and advocate on behalf of local business owners.
Neighborhood association. The term “neighborhood association” means a group of residents who advocate to improve the quality of life or organize activities within a neighborhood.
Supplemental sanitation service provider. The term “supplemental sanitation service provider” means a business improvement district established pursuant to chapter 4 of title 25 of the administrative code of the city of New York or pursuant to state law, or a non-governmental entity or organization, including a merchant association or a neighborhood association, that performs or causes others to perform cleaning services, such as manual sweeping and cleaning of public spaces or emptying of public litter baskets, for the purpose of supporting local businesses or communities.
b. Prior to August 30, 2026, any rule adopted by the commissioner of sanitation (i) prohibiting a supplemental sanitation service provider from placing refuse or recycling next to or against any public litter basket placed by the department of sanitation, or at any location described in paragraph 2 of subdivision e of section 16-120 of the administrative code of the city of New York, or (ii) requiring a supplemental sanitation service provider to place out, in rigid receptacles with tight-fitting lids, any material that such provider places out for collection by the department of sanitation, shall apply only to a supplemental sanitation service provider that: 
1. Receives fiscal year 2026 discretionary expense funds, awarded pursuant to the city council discretionary funding process, for the purpose of purchasing rigid receptacles with tight-fitting lids; or
2. Does not receive such funding, except where such provider submits an application to the department of sanitation for the siting of a rigid receptacle with a tight-fitting lid no later than March 1, 2026. 
§ 3. This local law takes effect immediately.
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