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          1  TRANSPORTATION AND MENTAL HEALTH

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Good morning.

          3  Welcome to this morning, or afternoon hearing of the

          4  City Council's Committee on Mental Health, Mental

          5  Retardation, Alcoholism and Drug Abuse and

          6  Disability Services and Committee on Transportation.

          7  I'm pleased to Chair this Meeting with my colleague

          8  Margarita Lopez, Chair of the Committee on

          9  Disability Services.

         10                 Today we are here to vote on an

         11  important bill, Intro. 261-A, which will make our

         12  waterborne commuter services facilities for disabled

         13  persons more accessible. And there are no witnesses

         14  scheduled for today, so if there are no questions

         15  from Council Members, we will proceed with a vote.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Will the clerk

         18  please call the roll on Intro. 261-A.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: As a proud

         23  sponsor of this legislation, yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.
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          1  TRANSPORTATION AND MENTAL HEALTH

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

          9  the affirmative, zero negatives, no abstentions, the

         10  item is adopted.

         11                 Council members, please sign the

         12  Committee report.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: And will the clerk

         14  call the roll of the Committee on Mental Health,

         15  Mental Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and

         16  Disability Services.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: Today is a very

         19  important day when we're voting on this bill. I want

         20  everyone to understand what is it that we're doing

         21  in here. We are passing legislation that nationwide

         22  has not been able to be passed. The federal

         23  government has not been able to act in making the

         24  ferry systems of our nation wheelchair accessible,

         25  and accessible for people with disabilities.
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          1  TRANSPORTATION AND MENTAL HEALTH

          2                 New York City today is setting the

          3  tone and sending the message to the rest of the

          4  nation, no longer in New York City we're going to

          5  allow systems for transportation to develop that are

          6  not wheelchair accessible.

          7                 Today is a very, very good day in New

          8  York City and all of us should be proud of what

          9  we're doing here today, and as the Chair of this

         10  Committee, I am very proud of what we are close to

         11  accomplish.

         12                 I vote aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye. And

         15  congratulations to the community that sets a

         16  precedent for all of us, not only on this but on

         17  every single way in which you proceed. You set, the

         18  disabled community sets a wonderful model for the

         19  rest of us to follow, in terms of advocacy, in terms

         20  of initiation and also just in terms of making sure

         21  that all of us as we move into our later years can

         22  move around this City. Thank you very much.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes, I just

         25  would like to thank Chair Margarita Lopez.
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          1  TRANSPORTATION AND MENTAL HEALTH

          2                 And the disabled community, I'd like

          3  to congratulate you on passage of this bill in

          4  Committee today. I proudly vote aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Chair,

          9  I wish to speak on my vote.

         10                 Madam Chair?

         11                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Please do so.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Okay, thank

         13  you. I wish to thank you for your leadership, Madam

         14  Chair, and also for Chairman Liu, and for all the

         15  members of the disabled community who came out so

         16  strongly. I'm proud to be a sponsor of this

         17  legislation, and I proudly vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         19  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         20  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: At this moment we

         22  are going to vote on a resolution that is going to

         23  be for immediate consideration at the general

         24  meeting.

         25                 Please, Council Member Phil Reed, can
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          2  you continue?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

          4  Chair. I introduced the preconsidered resolution to

          5  honor Shareen Abate, the first woman from Iran to

          6  have won the Nobel Peace Prize. I certainly think it

          7  is very significant, and this should be recognized

          8  by our colleagues and by the City, in fact, that we

          9  have, in the midst of all of the turmoil over there,

         10  a courageous person, let alone a woman who is

         11  fighting for peace.

         12                 The Committee says that in awarding

         13  the prize Ms. Abate, courageous person, the Nobel

         14  Committee said it wished to prod the Muslim world in

         15  recognizing that Islam and human rights could go

         16  hand-in-hand. It also helped to embolden the

         17  struggle to reform the Reform Movement in Iran at a

         18  time of widespread turbulence and upheaval in the

         19  Middle East.

         20                 So, I appreciate, Council Member

         21  Lopez, that you've given us the opportunity for your

         22  Committee to introduce this day as a preconsidered,

         23  and I certainly hope that all of my colleagues will

         24  join us in wishing our best to this very courageous

         25  woman.
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          1  TRANSPORTATION AND MENTAL HEALTH

          2                 Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: This is going to

          4  be not a roll call, it's going to be voice call.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered

          6  resolution. All those in favor aye?

          7                 Those who oppose nay?

          8                 Resolution is adopted.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: Thank you.

         10                 This hearing is adjourned.

         11                 (Hearing concluded at 1:25 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 6th day of November 2003.
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