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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you all

          3  very much for coming. I am Council Member Philip

          4  Reed, I represent the 8th Council District, which is

          5  East Harlem, a small piece of the South Bronx and

          6  part of the Upper West Side. We appreciate you all

          7  coming today.

          8                 As many of you know, the City has

          9  been in a moment of pause to try to understand what

         10  is going on between the relationship between our

         11  communities and the police. In an effort to try and

         12  respond to this, to find ways to find answers, to

         13  give people opportunities to speak, the Manhattan

         14  Delegation is a City Council sponsorship of Speaker

         15  Vallone, and decided that we should have Speakouts

         16  in many parts of Manhattan to give people from the

         17  community an opportunity to speak to their elected

         18  representatives directly about their concern, their

         19  experiences, both positive and negative, with the

         20  Police Department.

         21                 Out of these hearings what we hope to

         22  do, after we have had five or six of them around the

         23  borough, is to come together and take a look at what

         24  are the pictures that we are seeing out of this, and

         25  how do we as Council Members from a legislative
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          2  perspective, respond to some of the needs from both

          3  the sides of the community as well as the police.

          4  Because the ultimate piece of what we are trying to

          5  do is to have a safe community. Safe means safe from

          6  the police and safe to be on the streets. And that

          7  is the dialogue or the dilemma that we are in.

          8                 So, what we have asked you to do

          9  today is to come, to speak to us, your elected

         10  representatives, and other members of the Council,

         11  to tell us what it is that you think should be

         12  happening.

         13                 I don't want to go on about this a

         14  great deal, because this is really your forum. This

         15  particular forum is being co-hosted by myself and

         16  Council Member Bill Perkins, from Harlem, and he is

         17  going to say a few words.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you,

         20  Phil.

         21                 I am not going to say much, because

         22  like you said, this is not about hearing us, it is

         23  about hearing you.

         24                 Towards that end, what I would like

         25  to do to get right along with this program, is to
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          2  have two representatives from The Legal Aid Society

          3  come forward, who are going to give a brief

          4  presentation, and then we are going to hear from our

          5  Speaker, who has been so helpful in helping us

          6  organize these Speakouts, and who, along with us,

          7  will be having an oversight hearing on the 22nd

          8  following the Speakouts, to look at the Street Crime

          9  Units that are the focus of so much outrage and so

         10  much concern right now.

         11                 So, without further ado, please pay

         12  attention to the following presentations.

         13                 MR. CHILLIEST: Good evening. My name

         14  is Anthony Chilliest, with The Legal Aid Society. I

         15  have been working with them for the past five years,

         16  and we are here just to do a brief presentation on

         17  what should happen should you ever be approached by

         18  police officers.

         19                 We are here as representatives of The

         20  Legal Aid Society because we do the majority of the

         21  criminal defense work in New York City as a whole. I

         22  am also a constituent. I live in Harlem and I have

         23  in fact had opportunities, or had experiences with

         24  the same thing that everybody in the City has had,

         25  so based on that, we are going to do a very brief
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          2  skit and we are going to give you some very fine,

          3  quick points on what to do if you are ever

          4  approached by police officers.

          5                 (Dramatization.)

          6                 POLICE OFFICER: Freeze. Put your

          7  hands up. Put your hands up. Put your hands up.

          8                 CITIZEN: I didn't do anything.

          9                 POLICE OFFICER: Put your hands up

         10  now. Put your hands up now.

         11                 What you got in your pocket? Get on

         12  the ground.

         13                 CITIZEN: I don't got nothing.

         14                 POLICE OFFICER: Get on the ground. On

         15  the ground. On the ground.

         16                 MR. CHILLIEST: Okay, I am going to

         17  stop right there.

         18                 The reason I am going to do this real

         19  brief is because at that point in time, from the

         20  time that I first told him to freeze, to the time he

         21  got on the ground, it was less than 10 seconds. That

         22  took ten seconds.

         23                 The first thing he should have done

         24  was, when the officer said to him freeze was to do

         25  what? Freeze.
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          2                 You noticed that when he did it he

          3  moved back. If you ever are approached by a police

          4  officer and they tell you to freeze, freeze

          5  immediately. What that does is takes away some of

          6  the fear that he may have of you, it also puts you

          7  in the position of you not looking as if you are

          8  trying to run or have a weapon.

          9                 2) he had his hands in his pockets.

         10  Once you freeze, you wait for the officer's

         11  instruction. Most likely he will tell you exactly

         12  what he wants you to do and when he wants you to do

         13  it. You should not make a move that they do not want

         14  you to make. Do not take your hands out of your

         15  pockets. Keep them in your pockets until he tells

         16  you to take your hands out of your pockets. If you

         17  do it too quickly you may in fact make him feel

         18  threatened and in turn you could cause injury to

         19  yourself.

         20                 Now, those are brief points.

         21  Respectfully, always listen directly to what he is

         22  saying, and try not to talk back.

         23                 You notice that the first thing that

         24  he said was I didn't do anything. An issue of being

         25  approached by a police officer is not whether or not
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          2  you did something, that is not the issue. The issue

          3  is whether or not you are suspected of doing

          4  anything.

          5                 Now, I will say, in my experience at

          6  least 90 percent of the persons who are approached

          7  by police officers did not do anything. But the best

          8  way to protect yourself is to not make that person

          9  who may in fact have some control afraid.

         10                 So, in a situation when he backed up,

         11  he should not have backed up. You hear the word

         12  "freeze", you freeze. You listen to every

         13  instruction, as they come out.

         14                 Put your hands up: One hand at a

         15  time. Left hand first. Now remove your right hand.

         16  Now go down. If you do it exactly as the police

         17  officer tells you to do it, no sudden movement, then

         18  that is your best chances of not having anything go

         19  awry, okay?

         20                 Now, we have also brought along, and

         21  you can pick these up out in front, handouts that

         22  are given out by The Legal Aid Society which tells

         23  you exactly -- I am sorry, I have it upside down --

         24  exactly what to do if and when you are approached by

         25  a police officer, okay? And I can go through them
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          2  briefly.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Don't go

          4  through them now, okay? Thank you very much.

          5                 Go ahead, if you have one quick

          6  comment, but we want to move forward here. Come up

          7  and add what you have to add.

          8                 MS. CARTER: Hi. My name is Carol

          9  Carter, I am also with The Legal Aid Society for ten

         10  years and I work in the Criminal Defense Division.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Use the

         12  microphone.

         13                 MS. CARTER: Sorry. I work in the

         14  Criminal Defense Division in the Bronx.

         15                 Just to add to what this brother

         16  said, it may sound kind of corny but many of our

         17  clients get in trouble, I am going to use the word

         18  curse, but if you can help it, when a police officer

         19  asks you to do something, don't curse, because that

         20  gives them grounds basically to arrest you, put you

         21  through the system, and in the system you may be

         22  arrested for something else. Just try to hold your

         23  tongue.

         24                 Second of all, very important, many

         25  of our clients, once they are arrested, for some
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          2  reason they begin to blab and confess. When you

          3  confess something, just like they say on television,

          4  everything that you say can and will be used against

          5  you. So, if they ask you a question, and lots of

          6  times they do a good boy/bad boy kind of team up

          7  thing, and they will tell you, well, if you confess

          8  we will go easy on you, et cetera, et cetera. But

          9  just don't confess anything.

         10                 Also, if they put you in a line-up,

         11  be sure you ask for an attorney. That is very, very

         12  important.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         14  very much.

         15                 I want to thank you very much.

         16  Everybody, please give them a round of applause. It

         17  is not that we are -- what they have is not

         18  valuable, it is very valuable, but we really want to

         19  hear from you.

         20                 Let me just say that there are

         21  representatives here from The Legal Aid Society.

         22  They have a table outside.  If you have specific

         23  questions or concerns that you want to raise with

         24  them, they have a table with a representative

         25  outside.
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          2                 There are representatives here from

          3  the Center for Constitutional Rights. If you have

          4  some concerns related to that, they are outside with

          5  a table for you.

          6                 We have representatives here from the

          7  Neighborhood Defender Services. They are outside,

          8  available for any assistance that you may need, and

          9  there are other organizations outside as well, so

         10  that if there are specific problems that you want

         11  them to deal with, they are there for you.

         12                 Now, without any further ado, we want

         13  to introduce to you our Speaker of the New York City

         14  Council, Peter Vallone.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much,

         16  Bill, and Phil.

         17                 We are sponsoring these forums all

         18  over the City because mostly we want you to know

         19  that, believe or not, you do have friends at City

         20  Hall, all right? And this group called the City

         21  Council, there are 51 of us, there is one for every

         22  150,000 people, I speak for the vast majority, not

         23  for all, but for the vast majority, because they

         24  elected me to do that. We condemned this

         25  immediately, we asked for investigations
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          2  immediately, we are pursuing immediately everything

          3  that can be done legally, but most of all, you have

          4  got to know that based upon what is going on, don't

          5  just listen to one side of City Hall, there is

          6  another side of City Hall, that is your side of City

          7  Hall.

          8                 So, here we are, and we are all over

          9  the City. I have to leave here to go to another one,

         10  this is happening all over, we want to hear from

         11  you, okay?

         12                 I do a lot of talking, that is why

         13  they call me the Speaker, but I am shutting up right

         14  now. I just wanted you to know that you have Ronnie

         15  Eldridge here from Manhattan, you also have Gifford

         16  Miller here from Manhattan, you have the entire

         17  Manhattan Delegation, as well as the vast majority

         18  of every other delegation throughout the City of New

         19  York.

         20                 So, thank you very, very much, and

         21  let's get on with it.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you,

         23  Peter, very much. He had introduced, but we want to

         24  make sure that you understand, and then we are going

         25  to get on with it; two things: One, if you want to
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          2  speak, please see the Sergeant-At-Arms, the

          3  Council's Sergeant-At-Arms. Raise your hands, guys.

          4  We have some sign-up sheets, just so we have some

          5  order. We are going to ask you to come up to the

          6  microphones.

          7                 If you have some concerns about

          8  signing your name to that, then speak to them, we

          9  will work something out. But this is your forum, so

         10  you should not feel intimidated in the slightest.

         11                 We are having five forums here in

         12  Manhattan. This is the first one, actually there is

         13  another one this evening as well down at Cooper

         14  Union, so we are feeling that the word will begin to

         15  get out to people.

         16                 If you would like to know about the

         17  other days, we have that information outside, so you

         18  are in the vanguard of what it is that we are doing.

         19                 The Speaker acknowledged, but I would

         20  like to recognize Gifford Miller, Council Member on

         21  the East Side, I don't remember the district number.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Five.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Five. And

         24  Council Member Ronnie Eldridge from the Upper West

         25  Side.
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          2                 Ronnie Eldridge and I are sponsoring

          3  a Speakout on the 15th of March at Goodard

          4  Riverside, which is 88 and Columbus Avenues. So, if

          5  you have people that you know from that community

          6  that want to come, please feel free.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Now, without

          8  further ado we want to start hearing from you.

          9                 For those of you who want to share

         10  your experiences, please see the Sergeant-At-Arms to

         11  sign up.

         12                 We are limited to allowing you to

         13  speak three minutes. Three minutes. If you look

         14  around the room there are over 100 people, three

         15  times 100 is 300, that's 300 minutes. At 60 minutes

         16  to the hour, that's five hours. We have got five

         17  hours of people's testimony here, if everybody

         18  cooperates. And we are only here for three hours.

         19  You understand what we are trying to do? I am just

         20  trying to emphasize we will need your cooperation to

         21  keep the schedule on target.

         22                 But if we need more time, we will get

         23  more time. If not tonight, we will do round two

         24  another day soon.

         25                 Let me also mention that the Civilian
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          2  Complaint Review Board is also represented here

          3  outside, in case some of you have problems that you

          4  want to share with them.

          5                 We are going to call your name off,

          6  we are going to ask you to line up ahead of time,

          7  and then we are going to start hearing from you.

          8                 Ely Fontanez. Behind Ely Fontanez,

          9  Pam Rinando and Wilfredo Torres.

         10                 On the second mic, we want

         11  Christopher Goeken, forgive me if I am pronouncing

         12  your name wrong. Claude Frazier, and Eugene

         13  Rodriguez.

         14                 Mr. Fontanez, you are first. If you

         15  hear the bell, that means you have to stop. You have

         16  three minutes. Thank you very much.

         17                 MR. FONTANEZ: Good evening,

         18  everybody. I would like to thank everyone for the

         19  opportunity to speak. I would like to thank The

         20  Legal Aid Society. However, I live in Soundview, I

         21  live in the projects up in Soundview, and the way

         22  the police approach you up there is not so polite.

         23                 First of all, they curse at you, they

         24  throw you around and they totally disrespect and

         25  humiliate you. That is number one.
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          2                 So I think when we are doing these

          3  representations, we have to do more, we have to

          4  represent it the way it is. I live there, I know.

          5                 I have a 15-year-old son and a

          6  17-year-old son, I am a single parent. I do not let

          7  my children out after 10:00 at night in the street.

          8  On Channel 5 when they say do you know where your

          9  children are? I want to know where my children are.

         10  You know why? My 15-year-old he says, Dad, everybody

         11  out here knows me, I say, yeah, but the police don't

         12  know you.

         13                 I work for the East Harlem HIV Care

         14  Network, and a lot of people would have us think

         15  that these incidents are isolated. People of color

         16  in this country make up less 25 percent of the

         17  population, we account for 24 and 25 percent Latinos

         18  and African-Americans of the population in New York

         19  State, and yet we account for 31 and 41 percent of

         20  all AIDS cases in New York City. This is not an

         21  isolated incidence.

         22                 We have to stop looking at all of

         23  these things that are happening in our community and

         24  stop separating them as they are isolated incidents.

         25  This is part of a pattern. If you get the team and
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          2  you put dark uniforms on them, they become more

          3  aggressive. There are studies that have been done on

          4  this.

          5                 If you take a group of people and

          6  make them bigger and imbue them with impunity, they

          7  take on a mentality called group think. Another word

          8  for group think in New York City is the Blue Wall of

          9  Silence. We really have to take a look at some of

         10  the psychological factors, police officers are

         11  people, and if you give them darker uniforms, and we

         12  imbue them with impunity, then they are going to

         13  walk around like nothing is going to happen to them.

         14                 Now we cannot learn by example, if we

         15  go around beating everybody on the head. If the only

         16  tool that we have to deal with people is a hammer,

         17  then we are going to treat everybody like a nail.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         20  much. There is an awful lot of people that are

         21  coming in, so if you have seats available or you

         22  have coats on the seat next to you and you can make

         23  seats available, we are all from the same community,

         24  so we need to allow people to come in and get

         25  comfortable, if they can.
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          2                 Pam Rinando.

          3                 MS. RINANDO: Yes, my name is Pam

          4  Rinando. I am a New York City Police Officer, and

          5  after today I don't know if I will be but I am here

          6  because I want to say that I am an officer that

          7  believes in diversity and I have fought the changes

          8  within the Police Department. I have seen

          9  discrimination happen, within the Police Department

         10  and outside.

         11                 The reason why I am dressed like this

         12  is because I was working in Richmond Hill, and there

         13  is a large South Asian Community in Richmond Hill,

         14  the C community was having some difficulties. I went

         15  to the C Temple and I was able to gain a

         16  relationship with them. Now we have English classes

         17  set up and we now have a young group that is going

         18  to reach out, we are going to set up help lines

         19  within the community, and this is what we need all

         20  around the City.

         21                 The police officers like myself have

         22  been harassed for doing things like this.

         23  One-hundred officers in October were transferred out

         24  of their command arbitrarily. Some of them were

         25  nightmares. We had officers who had family members
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          2  who had died and they were suffering from stress. We

          3  had another officer who had a child who had cerebral

          4  palsy and his wife had a blood disease, they

          5  transferred him. Me, because I came out in the open

          6  as a police officer saying that we have

          7  discrimination within this precinct, we do not have

          8  people who understand the language. I was

          9  transferred to the 4-8 Precinct in the Bronx, and

         10  this is what happens to police officers who try to

         11  do something different than just enforcement.

         12                 Also, a few months before there had

         13  been a letter written that I had not made an arrest

         14  in five months. I made five in a year. I do not

         15  believe that we should be told how many arrests that

         16  we are supposed to make, and that is the mentality

         17  that is now.

         18                 I do not believe in taking young

         19  people, if we can help them and direct their lives

         20  in a better direction than locking them up and

         21  giving them records that maybe they wouldn't need to

         22  have.

         23                 It is very disturbing to me that

         24  young people who lift their arms up whenever they

         25  see police officers, lifting their shirts, so they
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          2  are not humiliated and thrown up against the wall to

          3  be searched. It has to stop. And as a police

          4  officer, we need change. We also need cops to get

          5  the help they need when they are in stress. If cops

          6  are making arrest after arrest, we have to check the

          7  mentality of how they feel, because after awhile you

          8  become desensitized to the people that you are

          9  working around.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Very good.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Officer.

         12                 Officer Rinando, just on behalf of my

         13  colleagues here, I want to compliment you, and you

         14  are a perfect example of why all of us always say

         15  that we have great respect for the great majority of

         16  our police officers, there are a few rotten ones

         17  that we want to get to, but when you started off

         18  your statement saying you were afraid that something

         19  might happen, this is still the United States of

         20  America, and we still have a right to free speech,

         21  and I am telling you right now that if anyone

         22  threatens you or anything happens to your

         23  Department, you have my name and our names up right

         24  here, I assure you, you will have a good friend at

         25  City Hall, okay?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          3  very much.

          4                 And I want to commend the first two

          5  speakers for their cooperation with regard to the

          6  time and hope that that will set the tone for how we

          7  continue with the rest of the evening.

          8                 Wilfredo Torres.

          9                 MR. TORRES: Good evening. My name is

         10  Wilfredo Torres. I am from this community, and I

         11  have seen many, many times the abuses of the police,

         12  pushing, shoving, cursing at the members of this

         13  community, especially black and Latino, and the

         14  young people walking in the streets.

         15                 I am glad that The Legal Aid Society

         16  is represented here, because the Legal Aid Society,

         17  every time there is a person arrested, they tell the

         18  person that he or she should plead guilty to a

         19  charge, to violence or whatever. I am glad that the

         20  CCRB is represented here, because I have seen, and I

         21  have sent many complaints to the CCRB myself, and I

         22  have experienced the incompetence of the members of

         23  that agency.

         24                 I believe that the CCRB has to be

         25  eliminated totally, and replaced probably with a

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            24

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2  federal agency which seriously is going to take the

          3  role of accounting for the abuses.

          4                 So, I thank you so much for the

          5  opportunity of speaking here tonight, and I hope

          6  that something comes out of this, because after the

          7  Louima case, many people thought that that was the

          8  end, that was the highest that the police was going

          9  to go, in abusing people.

         10                 I told many members of the community

         11  to wait, because I know that this was going to

         12  continue, then came the Dialla case, and then we got

         13  to expect maybe tonight, maybe tomorrow the police

         14  are going to continue shooting, killing and getting

         15  away with what they have been doing.

         16                 Thank you so much.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         18  much.

         19                 Yes, we have just been joined by

         20  Council Member Stanley Michels.

         21                 The next three speakers which I think

         22  we introduced was Christopher Goeken, and Claude

         23  Frazier and Eugene Rodriguez.

         24                 And then the next three people that

         25  we want up we will call soon.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            25

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2                 Christopher, tell me your last name

          3  so I can say it right.

          4                 MR. GOEKEN: Goeken.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Goeken. Thank

          6  you.

          7                 MR. GOEKEN: My name is Christopher

          8  Goeken. I am from the New York City Gay and Lesbian

          9  Anti-Violence Project. We are a crime victims

         10  services agency here in the City that deals

         11  primarily with gays and lesbians, and also with HIV

         12  positive people and transgendered people here in the

         13  City.

         14                 I am going to make my remarks brief

         15  today, because this is a community forum and it is

         16  important that we hear from the community, and I

         17  want to applaud the Council members for putting

         18  together this Manhattan Delegation and also the

         19  Speaker for his attendance tonight.

         20                 AVP and other organizations have

         21  noticed a market increase in police misconduct cases

         22  over the past couple of years. In response to that

         23  we have started a new program on police misconduct

         24  which I run at the organization. We provide

         25  counseling, some legal services, we provide

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            26

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2  accompaniments when you are going to file a police

          3  complaint, that sort of thing.

          4                 The shooting of Mr. Diallo

          5  unfortunately is only the latest example of the

          6  Police Department's disrespect for communities in

          7  this City, and this disrespect is really most

          8  evident in the NYPD's interaction with communities

          9  of color,  immigrant communities here in the City,

         10  gays and lesbians, transgendered people, youth and

         11  also HIV positive people.

         12                 As we did several weeks ago we called

         13  on the Mayor to apologize to the Diallo's family

         14  because he has not done so yet. We also called upon

         15  him to apologize to the community for this

         16  outrageous killing, which he has not done yet.

         17                 Last fall some of you may remember

         18  that the gay and lesbian community held a peaceful

         19  vigil for Matthew Shepherd on Fifth Avenue, which

         20  was attacked by the police. They used riot control

         21  techniques for peaceful vigil participants that were

         22  carrying candlelights, candles and carrying posters

         23  and whatnot in remembrance of Matthew Shepherd, who

         24  was a gay college student beaten to death in

         25  Wyoming.
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          2                 Similar tactics were used at the

          3  Million Youth March here in Harlem last summer.

          4  These point to a problem in the way that the City

          5  and the City and the Department deals with large

          6  crowds that are peaceful and we just hope that

          7  whatever becomes of these hearings, whatever becomes

          8  of them, that the Council will keep in mind that not

          9  only that there is this disrespect for individual

         10  communities, but there is also a disrespect for

         11  groups of people when they gather together to

         12  express themselves.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         15  much.

         16                 While we are just preparing for the

         17  next one, the next three speakers I would like to

         18  ask to come to the other microphone, Catherine Mc --

         19  I can't get it. Children's Storefront. Your names

         20  are written and it is not always easy. Jose Reyes

         21  and Monique Spears.

         22                 Yes, sir.

         23                 MR. FRAZIER: Greetings. And again,

         24  most of the compliments have been paid, so I will go

         25  along with the fact that you are here this evening.
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          2                 My name is Claude Charrieff-Frazier.

          3  I have been a Harlem resident, born in Harlem, seven

          4  decades ago. I know I don't look that old. However,

          5  a lot of the information that I would speak to has

          6  been already said, I will reduce my presentation to

          7  two points:

          8                 1) How does the term acting under the

          9  color of law protect the police from personal

         10  liability? And how can this rule be changed? I don't

         11  know if it is a law or a rule. I am inclined to

         12  think it is more of a rule than a law, since we know

         13  that most laws are codified under the Constitution

         14  and everything that proceeds from that is basically

         15  what the states can enact on cities with the -- how

         16  shall I put it, the federal government going along

         17  with it.

         18                 That is a very important point in my

         19  view, because police officers, and other law

         20  enforcement officials basically act under their

         21  terms, because they don't face any personal

         22  liability.

         23                 You know, a lot of the times if you

         24  get hit in the pocket you are careful about using

         25  brutality.
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          2                 My second question is, how can

          3  members of the City Council challenge the Mayor and

          4  the Corporation Council's use of public funds from

          5  the general treasury to pay out the police

          6  misconduct and brutality, since those funds, you are

          7  like guardians of our money, because it is our tax

          8  dollars that pay out when they commit these offenses

          9  and are found liable for them in terms of public

         10  abuse of these public funds.

         11                 I think we need to consider that.

         12  Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         14  much.

         15                 Eugene Rodriguez.

         16                 MR. RODRIGUEZ: Hi. My name is Eugene

         17  Rodriguez, I am a playwright. They came in the

         18  middle of the night, four scared white boys

         19  searching for a black man to harass. They came down

         20  wearing black bulletproof vests in a black

         21  neighborhood. Four white boys from the whitest parts

         22  of Long Island and New York saw a young black man,

         23  they thought he looked suspicious, they felt he was

         24  a criminal. All of their training had taught them to

         25  look and feel and think that way. So, they creeped
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          2  up on the perp, guns drawn and hearts pumping cooly,

          3  so scared that one hid behind a car, another found

          4  comfort behind a handy tree. They had done this

          5  before more than a thousand times and still they

          6  were scared. There were four of them and still they

          7  were scared. They had guns, knives, handcuffs and

          8  bulletproof vests on and still they were scared.

          9  They were so scared that they couldn't tell the

         10  difference between a beeper and a gun. So scared

         11  that they mistook a wallet for an uzi. So scared

         12  that they had to fire their weapons 41 times. The

         13  only thing that separates them from the guys in

         14  Jasper, Texas, is that they were wearing shields

         15  instead of sheets when they went hunting.

         16                 Everybody could see this coming,

         17  everybody but the Mayor, that is. There was plenty

         18  of warning, Livote choked a Latino to death in the

         19  Bronx, the Mayor didn't see a crime. Four cops

         20  sodomized a black man in Brooklyn, the Mayor still

         21  didn't see a crime. Now they shoot a clearly

         22  innocent man 41 times, and the only problem the

         23  Mayor has with it is that they missed him 22 times.

         24                 Why was he considered a criminal? He

         25  was black.
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          2                 What was his crime? He was black.

          3                 Why was he shot 41 times? He was

          4  black.

          5                 The bottom line is that if Mr. Diallo

          6  was a white man he would still be alive today.

          7                 Who taught them to think and feel and

          8  see that way? The Mayor.

          9                 And don't give me any garbage about

         10  not knowing what it is like to face a man with a gun

         11  in a dark hallway. These men wanted this job, they

         12  love this job. It doesn't take special talent. I did

         13  three tours in Vietnam, and I never shot a man that

         14  had a wallet in his hand. What we need is better

         15  cops. I mean, who have they made the streets safer

         16  for? My son was never scared to walk the streets at

         17  night until the Mayor made them safe. I am not

         18  afraid he will be stopped by a mugger, I am afraid

         19  he will be stopped by the cops.

         20                 If the Mayor wants to take credit for

         21  the drop in crime then he should be man enough to

         22  take the blame for this racist act.

         23                 The Mayor has gone to great lengths

         24  to ensure that everyone knows that this is his

         25  police force, working under his supervision, using
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          2  his plan. You can accuse the Mayor of a lot of

          3  things, not knowing what is going on in his police

          4  force is not one of them.

          5                 He has made it clear in no uncertain

          6  terms that he is in charge. He gives the orders. He

          7  set up the Street Crime Unit. He sends them out

          8  looking for the criminals. He told them they "Own

          9  The Night", he even told them who to look for, any

         10  Latino or black man who has the nerve to walk the

         11  streets at night. Those were the targets and like

         12  the good police officers that they are, they obeyed

         13  the orders.

         14                 Can I make one last statement?

         15                 Let us not go forth from this place

         16  to plan a riot in the streets. Let us go forth from

         17  this place and plan a riot at the ballot box.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes, on this

         20  side, Kathleen McAlvey from the Children's

         21  Storefront, Jose Reyes, and Monique Spears. And the

         22  next side, Audrey Greathouse, Anthony Chilliest, and

         23  Jameak Pee from the Rheedlen Foundation.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 MS. McALVEY: I am Kathleen McAlvey,

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            33

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2  and I work at the Children's Storefront, and

          3  independent school at 129th Street.

          4                 We have our children in this

          5  community, I live in the Washington Heights area

          6  myself, and we have had wonderful experiences with

          7  the 25th Precinct. There are wonderful youth

          8  officers there, community officers there, but in our

          9  efforts to clean up our neighborhood, we went to the

         10  25th to talk about a drug problem that we knew

         11  because we work as neighbors, and that approach,

         12  what happened is that a tactical force from outside

         13  our community policing came in and stopped some of

         14  our children in the process, who even though you say

         15  freeze, we all want to say something and run because

         16  of fear. We had to work very hard to get in the --

         17  at the school we got in the head of the North

         18  Manhattan Narcotics Board, we started a program with

         19  West Side Contravention Program that dealt with

         20  every one of our children in the grades from first

         21  grade to eighth grade working with the police, and

         22  talking about the conflicts of this community.

         23                 The trust level is so low and the

         24  fear is so great that that does not build safety in

         25  communities. We need to do so much more, and any of
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          2  us that are involved in groups need to work

          3  together, because this is our police force and we

          4  can't let a Mayor or anyone else take it from us.

          5                 So, I want you to know that we need

          6  community active police who know the community, like

          7  the young woman who spoke earlier, and that work for

          8  the good of our children and families so that our

          9  neighborhoods can stay intact.

         10                 MR. REYES: Good evening. My name is

         11  Jose Reyes, I work right here in North General

         12  Hospital. I would like to tell you what happened to

         13  me last year, 1998, March 19th, actually the

         14  anniversary is coming up now of that, what happened.

         15                 I was leaving from my job and I was

         16  walking home with my son and two uniformed cops came

         17  and they asked me a question, it was about an

         18  address or something, so they was in a cab, so here

         19  it is, they asked me a question, I answered the

         20  question and they said what's in my packet. And I am

         21  like, what's in my packet? When I went to put my

         22  hand in my packet, one of them came out and pushed

         23  me to the side and said I have a gun in my packet. I

         24  said I don't have no gun, and I keep on constantly

         25  going in my packet. They took their gun out like
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          2  this, and my son was like, dad, dad, what's going

          3  on? Then they went themselves in my packet, and

          4  afterwards they said, oh, we are sorry. And I said,

          5  can I see your badge? Can I see your ID? They went

          6  like this, oh, there is nothing wrong, there is

          7  nothing wrong, we are here to protect you. To

          8  protect me from who, from you guys? Then they said

          9  don't get smart, don't get smart, we are here to

         10  protect you. I said but this is a hat, that is a

         11  gun. He said, well, if you take the gun, and he

         12  actually put it in my other pocket, and he went do

         13  you see the difference and I went yes, this is a

         14  gun, and this is a hat.

         15                 MS. SPEARS: Good afternoon. My name

         16  is Monique Spears. I work for Rheedlen Center for

         17  Children and Families and am a Harlem Peacemaker.

         18                 We go into the schools to tell the

         19  reading levels and math levels. Most of them, the

         20  majority of the children, are Latino and

         21  Afro-American children.

         22                 But I am going to come on a different

         23  side. Personally, I have never had a problem with

         24  the police. I don't know if it is because I am a

         25  woman or whatever the case is, but I have a son and
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          2  I am scared for him because I don't know exactly

          3  what is going to happen to him. He is three years

          4  old. We are seeing all of these things in the

          5  newspaper. My son is beginning to understand what is

          6  going on now, so when he is looking at the

          7  newspaper, he is asking me why is she crying, and I

          8  am not sure what to tell him. The lady is crying,

          9  why?

         10                 I am kind of scared for him. I am not

         11  sure exactly what to tell him. I wish someone could

         12  give me an answer of why all of these things are

         13  happening. I am praying and hoping that things will

         14  change, that black men and Latino men can protect

         15  themselves and think before someone has to think for

         16  them or they are just dead.

         17                 So, I am just hoping one day that

         18  someone can come up with an answer for myself or for

         19  my son, so he can grow up and live in a safe place

         20  so he doesn't have to worry about someone killing

         21  him because he has something poking out of his

         22  pocket or his bag is too big.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         25  much.
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          2                 We had called three speakers before,

          3  Audrey.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: If you want

          5  to speak you have to wait your turn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: And please be

          7  sure to sign up. There are plenty of people around

          8  that will help you sign up.

          9                 For those two people that came, thank

         10  you very much for coming.

         11                 There is a sign up, the

         12  Sergeant-At-Arms is out with pieces of paper, and if

         13  you want to sign up, we appreciate you coming.

         14  Speaker Vallone has another engagement and he wanted

         15  to just say a few words before he left.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I just want to

         17  remind everybody here that this is being recorded

         18  for the City Council. This is an authorized hearing

         19  of the City Council, we are doing them all over the

         20  City of New York, I am on my way to another one

         21  right now, but I want to thank you very, very much

         22  for taking the time to come out and speak to us so

         23  we can record it, and this is evidence that we are

         24  using.

         25                 We will try very, very hard at City
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          2  Hall to be what you elected us to be, your

          3  representatives. We are as good as you are and we

          4  think you are pretty good, so God willing we will be

          5  as good as you are, and we will be able to take a

          6  lot of those barriers that you see at City Hall. And

          7  one of the nicest things was the police officer who

          8  came here tonight to speak out freely. We will get

          9  more and more good people to speak out, and you wait

         10  and see. Your combination and friends at City Hall

         11  will bring about God willing the kind of changes

         12  that we all deserve. And that is everyone in public

         13  service, whether elected officials, a police officer

         14  or anyone else, has to remember that we are here to

         15  serve you, you are not here to serve us.

         16                 So, thank you very, very much, and I

         17  assure you all of this testimony will be taken, will

         18  be recorded and will be part of our fact-finding

         19  investigations of what we intend to do about it in

         20  the future.

         21                 Thank you very much again, Phil and

         22  Bill, and the whole Manhattan Delegation, for bring

         23  this together.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         25  much, Peter.
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          2                 We are going to hear from Audrey

          3  Greathouse, Anthony Chilliest, Jameak Pee from

          4  Rheedlen Foundation.

          5                 And the next three people after that,

          6  please line up at this mic. Karen Nelson, Brian

          7  McClendon, Samantha Liapez.

          8                 Audrey Greathouse.

          9                 MS. GREATHOUSE: Hello. My name Audrey

         10  Greathouse. I have been living at 111th Street all

         11  of my life. I am a single parent with four kids,

         12  three boys and one girl.

         13                 On September the 16th, my son was

         14  standing outside with his dog approximately 3:00,

         15  maybe 3:15 a.m. in the morning, just standing

         16  against the building, when a police van just kept

         17  coming around, coming around -- actually, he didn't

         18  know whether they were police or not, it was just a

         19  van, and all of a sudden, when they saw his friend

         20  walk away, my son ended up standing with just his

         21  dog, when they proceeded to jump out of the van,

         22  jumped out of the van on him, they threw him to the

         23  ground, they beat him, they continued to beat him,

         24  and someone had came and got the dog, they beat him

         25  so bad, I heard something going on out the window
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          2  and I had to get up and look out the window. When I

          3  looked out the window I seen them laying his head

          4  against the van where he proceeded to look up at me

          5  and say, "Mom, they are killing me." I happened to

          6  come downstairs, my son had passed out already in

          7  the van. Instead of taking him to the precinct, they

          8  took him to Morningside Park and proceeded to beat

          9  him and strip searched him.

         10                 Now, my kids have lived on that block

         11  all of their lives, I have never seen a racial

         12  condition like this before in my life, and didn't

         13  think I would ever see one. And I am very upset

         14  right about now, but I am trying to stop it before

         15  it turns into a Diallo case, because any time my son

         16  walks the dog in the park they harass him. Whenever

         17  they see him they harass him. They know two of my

         18  sons just by their face.

         19                 My other son was also beat up. They

         20  said that he fit the description. They never said

         21  the description of who, the description or for what

         22  reason, and they also beat him up, and now they are

         23  saying that they are going to get the whole family.

         24  I approached them and I got punched in the left side

         25  of my chest. My other son was hit in the face and my
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          2  daughter had a gun raised in her face.

          3                 So, these are just a few incidents

          4  that I would like you to know about because

          5  something has to be done about this, this is a very

          6  serious issue. And I have been living there all of

          7  my life and have never seen anything like this

          8  before in my life, and if it takes every breath in

          9  my body, I am going to get to the bottom of this

         10  case and I am going to see justice through. Because

         11  now they are trying to lock my son up for something

         12  that he didn't even do. They planted something on

         13  him after they go there to the precinct. We even

         14  called Channel 7 news that morning trying to find

         15  out where did they take my son. They had taken him

         16  to the park and beat him up instead of taking him to

         17  the precinct.

         18                 That's all I have to say to you right

         19  now. Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         22  very much.

         23                 Mrs. Greathouse, and also let me say

         24  to Jose Reyes, who spoke earlier, as we said

         25  earlier, the Civilian Complaint Review Board, as
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          2  well as other legal services are outside for your

          3  assistance, so we would strongly recommend that you

          4  go out there and try to take advantage of that.

          5                 In addition to that, folks, there are

          6  about 75 other people upstairs that are trying to

          7  get downstairs, so if you can, you know, we are

          8  trying to accommodate everybody and I don't know

          9  exactly how we are going to do it, but that is what

         10  is going on upstairs.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: We are going to

         12  try to get this back space opened so we don't

         13  necessarily want you to leave, but if you can make

         14  sure that we can bring in any people, and it is my

         15  understanding that the dining area will be opened up

         16  for us soon.

         17                 Anthony, I am sorry I just cannot --

         18                 MR. CHILLIEST: The last name is

         19  Chilliest.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

         21                 MR. CHILLIEST: First of all, to begin

         22  with, I do work with the Legal Aid Society --

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Did we hear from

         24  you earlier, Brother?

         25                 MR. CHILLIEST: You heard from me in a
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          2  brief presentation.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: We are giving

          4  you two minutes at the mic.

          5                 MR. CHILLIEST: I am a constituent,

          6  however --

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: You can speak as

          8  long as you want.

          9                 MR. CHILLIEST: All right. Now, not to

         10  make light of the situation, my name is Anthony

         11  Chilliest, I work for The Legal Aid Society. Now,

         12  the young man or the individuals that stood up

         13  earlier today and he announced that Legal Aid

         14  Society is part of the problem. Now, as an employee

         15  of The Legal Aid Society, and more importantly, as

         16  an African-American who lives in Harlem, I will

         17  assure you that The Legal Aid Society has no

         18  interest in making sure that every person who is

         19  charged with a crime gets convicted of that crime.

         20  So, what he spoke of is so far incorrect, and you

         21  need to address that situation and you need to

         22  address it -- I am open to speak with him.

         23                 Now, on the other hand, as an

         24  African-American who lives in Harlem, I don't always

         25  wear the suit that I am wearing right now, and I,
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          2  myself, have had problems with police officers that

          3  once they find out who it is that I am, they see my

          4  identification, they may back off. The problem is

          5  the Street Crime Unit. If I go down to 72nd Street I

          6  don't see the Street Crime Unit, or if I go down to

          7  42nd Street I don't see the Street Crime Unit. Why

          8  does the Street Crime Unit operate 125th Street to

          9  145th Street and up in Harlem? Why is it that unit

         10  is in our neighborhoods and not other neighborhoods?

         11                 Now, I personally, and I am very

         12  upset with this, when pulled over for driving a

         13  black BMW with five black men in my car, I was very

         14  upset with the fact that they pulled me over because

         15  they said my license plate did not come back to my

         16  car, and there is no license, no car that it could

         17  have come back to, except for my car.

         18                 I was very upset with the fact that

         19  once they found out that I was an attorney, and not

         20  a drug dealer, or somebody who they stereotyped me

         21  to be because I wasn't wearing my suit at the time,

         22  and when I pulled out of McDonalds because I didn't

         23  have the jewelry that they expected me to have --

         24  now I am going to go over time -- I am very upset

         25  that once they did that they gave no way to identify
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          2  themselves. The Street Crime Unit wears only badges

          3  and if you can't get the number of that badge, you

          4  have no way to identify who that person is who

          5  pulled you over.

          6                 There must be a way for us to know

          7  who it is who is stopping our cars. You want to know

          8  why we don't stop? Because they don't identify

          9  themselves. They don't tell somebody before they

         10  pull their guns, they don't give us any information

         11  as to who they are. As far as I am concerned, they

         12  are criminals.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

         14                 The gentleman from the Rheedlen

         15  Foundation, introduce yourself, please.

         16                 MR. PEE: My name is Jameak Pee, I

         17  work for the Rheedlen Foundation for Family and

         18  Children.  I live on 117th Street and Lexington, so

         19  that is like my block, and my title is a peacemaker

         20  also, and I work at 207 right down the block. I have

         21  been stopped a million times. I have been stopped

         22  going to work, and it has been about a month now

         23  since the police have stopped me. And they stopped

         24  me, I was getting into a cab early one morning, and

         25  I was going for a meeting I had and the police
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          2  stopped me. And they didn't say anything, they took

          3  me out of the car, they told me get out of the car.

          4  They didn't say anything, I said why are you telling

          5  me to get out of the car? They wanted to see my ID.

          6  I don't work for no legal place or anything

          7  whatsoever, I am not a cop, so I am just Jameak to

          8  them, you understand what I am saying? And I can't

          9  present myself as the young brother just did, so all

         10  I would like to say is, how do we get around that,

         11  you know, being that I don't have a badge, how do I

         12  get around them not stopping me, or them not

         13  harassing me? That is all I would like to say.

         14                 PAMELA: Hello. My name is Pamela, and

         15  I am from East Harlem. I am really upset because my

         16  son is 20 years old and he has been harassed by

         17  police officers several times, walking through 116th

         18  Street. We have lived here for ten years and I don't

         19  feel just because he walked the streets at 1:00 in

         20  the morning that he needs to be yelled at by the

         21  Police Officer and pushed over and asked what do you

         22  have in your pocket? Why is my son being searched?

         23  They have no probable cause, reasoning to search my

         24  son, okay?

         25                 They have to have a reason to search
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          2  you. They just can't roll up against you and say get

          3  against the wall, let me search your pockets without

          4  a cause, okay? Even if somebody calls on a telephone

          5  and says a description of him, okay, that is

          6  probable cause. But just to pull someone aside and

          7  say that we want to search you, that is no good

          8  reason why, okay?

          9                 Another thing while I am here, I am

         10  afraid because all of the kids today are really

         11  petrifying me due to the fact that when one of their

         12  friends gets killed in the middle of the street,

         13  okay, it could be by another friend of theirs, they

         14  just look, it is like they have no feeling, no

         15  remorse, and this is the reason why I feel that it

         16  is like that, because the police officers, the

         17  brutality that the police officers does to the

         18  youth, they have no feelings. So they don't mind

         19  standing up there watching one of their friends get

         20  shot in the middle of the street. And this is sad,

         21  when you have five and seven-year-old kids just

         22  standing there and watching their friends die, and

         23  that hurts. And I wish it would stop.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         25                 Folks, there are other people who are
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          2  trying to have seats, if there is an empty seat next

          3  to you, please raise your hand so that folks can

          4  come and have those seats. And if you see a hand,

          5  there is a seat where there is a raised hand, if you

          6  see a hand, there is a seat where there is a raised

          7  hand.

          8                 Also, there are folks in the back who

          9  are raising a little bit of volume, and it is making

         10  it difficult to hear, so if you could kind of quiet

         11  down in the back, that will be helpful as well.

         12                 MR. McCLENDON: Hello. My name is

         13  Brian McClendon, I am with the Rheedlen Center for

         14  Families and Children, it is part of the Harlem

         15  Peacemaker Program. I work with children in the

         16  Harlem area, and I work with them day-to-day, every

         17  day, dusk til dawn. Basically I work with kids and I

         18  have the opportunity to speak with the children

         19  about topics such as the Diallo case, I am trying to

         20  make them understand how a man can be shot 41 times

         21  if he didn't do anything wrong. They all know and

         22  they all understand, but what I think it is, I think

         23  it is unfair, and I think that the New York City

         24  Police Department has got to receive the proper

         25  training so maybe they can cope with some things,
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          2  like anxieties, working in the black community.

          3  Because not all cops are bad, but some cops have

          4  come into the community and they have the mentality

          5  that, you know, it is like a war zone, instead of a

          6  community where people live and they need to get

          7  their act together and they need something to

          8  address that, because we are out there dying.

          9                 This Diallo case, the only reason why

         10  it is in the papers and the news is because it was

         11  so dramatic, but a lot of people are out there dying

         12  and it is not being covered by the media, and I

         13  wanted to express that.

         14                 Also, the incident that happened to

         15  me about a year and a half ago, I was in my

         16  community, I live on West 104th Street, I live in a

         17  project development, and I am standing in front of

         18  the grocery, the bodega store, and I had a bookbag,

         19  I was in school, and my friends were in the store.

         20  We were just standing there and there is a dance

         21  club, and all of a sudden the officers came rushing

         22  out and they said turn around, and all of a sudden

         23  they pulled their guns and they were like don't

         24  move. Don't move. And they put the gun to my head

         25  and I am like what is this, this is police tactics?
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          2  I am going to college, I am studying -- not a police

          3  officer, but I am studying law and criminal justice

          4  and I don't think they have probable cause or

          5  reasonable doubt to pull out a gun and put it to the

          6  back of my head like that. And I am thinking the

          7  police are supposed to be there to protect and

          8  serve, and I only see negativity in the newspapers

          9  and media and I really think they need to address

         10  this in order for them to prosper and get along in

         11  police relationships with the communities.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: While the

         14  next speaker is getting ready, we would like

         15  Samantha Liapes and Brian McClendon, and Karen

         16  Nelson.

         17                 MR. McCLENDON: I just spoke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Oh, okay,

         19  thank you very much.

         20                 MR. McCLENDON: All right.

         21                 MS. LIAPES: Okay, I have a few pieces

         22  of information I want to get across and I will try

         23  to get it all done in three minutes.

         24                 First I want to tell you about a

         25  service, an organization that works with victims of
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          2  police brutality. It has been around for almost a

          3  year now, but we are just starting to get known in

          4  different communities, it is called New York City

          5  Police Watch, and we are a documentation center and

          6  a legal referral panel, just the victims of police

          7  brutality. So, basically if you call in to document

          8  the incident that occurred, all of the details of

          9  the incident, we are going to help you try to find a

         10  lawyer for a civil case, suing the police or the

         11  City or the Department.

         12                 The documentation piece of it is

         13  really important, even if you don't think that you

         14  have a civil case, even if you already filed with

         15  the CCRB, we are a community-based organization, and

         16  the information we collect is collected with the

         17  struggle of police accountability in mind. So, we

         18  are collecting this information for community

         19  groups, like the National Congress for Puerto Rican

         20  Rights, the Malcolm X Grassroots Movement, and legal

         21  organizations also, so that we can use that

         22  information as a tool in the fight against police

         23  brutality and for police accountability. So it is

         24  important that we are able to give that information

         25  and pinpoint the problem precincts and the problem
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          2  officers. So, if you call in, we have the phone

          3  number on business cards out in the hall.

          4                 And the other reason you might want

          5  to call is that we are working with the Center for

          6  Constitutional Rights on a class action injunctive

          7  relief case. That is a case where we are trying to

          8  shut down the Street Crimes Unit by proving that

          9  illegally, unconstitutionally stopping and frisking

         10  young men of color in what we believe to be, you

         11  know, basically racial profiling, just like the

         12  driving while black, they are just stopping these

         13  people because they are young and they are black and

         14  they are brown. So, we want you to call in if you

         15  think you were a victim of this unit. And it is hard

         16  to know what the gentleman said before because they

         17  don't identify themselves. But some clues are it

         18  happens at night. It is after 6:00 right now, they

         19  are probably out now harassing kids around the

         20  corner. It is usually a stop and frisk and a

         21  plainclothes officer. So, if it meets any of those

         22  criteria, or either way call in (212) 614-6454, we

         23  will talk to you, we will try to get you involved

         24  with this case.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

          3                 Edwin LaSanta, Amir Perkins, no

          4  relation, and Fannie Ray, on that side.

          5                 And Ernestine Roach, Regina Brown and

          6  Alphonso Nieves at this mic. Thank you.

          7                 MR. LaSANTA: Good afternoon, Council

          8  people. My name is Edwin LaSanta, I am from the Polo

          9  Ground Towers.

         10                 What I am about to say, you know, I

         11  have been seeking legal assistance throughout this

         12  City. Everywhere I have gone, the Center for

         13  Constitutional Rights, I seek membership, and other

         14  legal firms that are supposed to assist me with my

         15  legal rights, they have deny me, like some sort of

         16  intrusion. I have been under surveillance, like I am

         17  being followed for some kind of experimental tool.

         18                 The people that are behind the

         19  manipulation, that are manipulating the federal

         20  government, the legal system and the rest of the

         21  whole City is the IRS.

         22                 I recognize that they planted some

         23  kind of a chip inside me or something, and

         24  everywhere I have gone it's like they have been

         25  denying me. They are controlling right now the
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          2  dispatching of the police, the EMT, Firemen, Transit

          3  Authority, Elevator technicians, the New York City

          4  Housing Authority and some security firms throughout

          5  the City.

          6                 I have been seeking help for the

          7  longest. It is like I have been to my congressman,

          8  he tried to assist me with the proper guidance, and

          9  I am seeking all of the help that I can because I

         10  have seen a clip of this on CNN news, the guy, he

         11  kept complaining that he was being watched via

         12  satellite and they used him as some kind of

         13  experimental tool, some kind of scientology,

         14  research method for their purpose of advancement of

         15  technology. And everywhere I have gone it is like

         16  they intrude on me. They intrude in my personal

         17  affairs, my employment. I have a lot of proof of

         18  that, and I just ask Council, you know, I made a

         19  complaint to the Civilian Complaint Review Board and

         20  when I got my complaint back they laid everything in

         21  a totally different way. I presented myself down

         22  there to speak to the individual that made my

         23  complaint, I was denied in seeing that individual.

         24                 I ask you, Council, if it is

         25  possible, that you can assist me with the proper
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          2  assistance of whose jurisdiction is it that handles

          3  this type of injustices of violation of your privacy

          4  and intrusion of your privacy, and just invading my

          5  whole life.

          6                 I don't owe no taxes, I know I am

          7  being used in some kind of experimental way by some

          8  kind of chip that is planted inside me because they

          9  have the cops follow me everywhere I have gone. You

         10  know they use this to keep surveillance on me. If

         11  you can, I would appreciate some kind of help.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Would you see

         13  Brenda over there at the wall, she is from my

         14  district, and we will see what we can do to be

         15  helpful.

         16                 Brenda, raise your hand, please.

         17  Don't be shy.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Before we hear

         19  from Amir Perkins, because there are a lot of new

         20  people here, and I think we are moving along very

         21  smoothly, I just want to introduce Bill Perkins,

         22  Council Member from Harlem. I am Phillip Reed,

         23  Council Member from East Harlem, the South Bronx.

         24  This is Council Member Ronnie Eldridge from the

         25  Upper West Side, and Stanley Michels from Washington
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          2  Heights.

          3                 So that you don't misunderstand,

          4  perhaps for those of you who have come today, we

          5  really have put this as one of many forums together

          6  to hear from the community, so we are not here to

          7  engage in a dialogue with you.

          8                 So, it is not a disrespect, not that

          9  we don't have answers or we don't have some sense of

         10  what you are saying, but we really want to hear from

         11  you.

         12                 A lot of us will be responding to

         13  you. This is all being recorded by Crosswalks, New

         14  York station, it is on Channel 74. So, don't feel

         15  like you are not getting anything from us, because

         16  we are not responding as soon as you speak, we are

         17  just trying to give people an opportunity to say

         18  what is on their minds.

         19                 There are many people out here who

         20  are on our staffs, as well as other organizations,

         21  which can help you.

         22                 Amir Perkins.

         23                 Fannie Ray.

         24                 MS. RAY: Good afternoon, Honorable

         25  Perkins, and Council. I have a complaint. My
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          2  grandson last week went into a restaurant to get

          3  something to eat. While he was there the cops came

          4  in and arrested him because he didn't have ID on

          5  him. He is still in jail, and he has been there

          6  since last Wednesday, and now to get him out they

          7  want $700, to get him out for a bond. I am asking

          8  for help for my grandson. Please help, because he

          9  didn't do anything, it's because he looks like

         10  somebody.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

         13                 Amir Perkins.

         14                 MR. PERKINS: Good evening. My name is

         15  Amir Perkins.

         16                 I had been incarcerated for eight

         17  years, I had done two years and three months, never

         18  had a prior violation or anything. The police

         19  officers, when they see me, I know they are afraid

         20  of me, I am 6'4", I weight 295. I had never had any

         21  problems, but all I can say is that I deal with a

         22  lot of the young brothers on the street and I try to

         23  deter them from whence I came, and a lot of the

         24  young brothers are angry. You all have no idea. When

         25  I watch the news and they show a repeated incident
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          2  where the brothers and sisters get sprayed with

          3  water, people are not having that once again.

          4  History has a way of repeating itself. I am speaking

          5  from what I hear and what I socialize with and the

          6  feeling of the atmosphere, people are tired.

          7                 What is going to happen with these

          8  police? How many forums, how many people have to

          9  die, how many kids have to get rocked up for just

         10  hanging out on the Ave, chilling with the brothers?

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Ms. Ernestine

         14  Roach, Regina Brown, Alphonso Nieves, on this side.

         15                 And on this side, Tanisha Delgado,

         16  Carolyn Mitchell, Nia Mason.

         17                 MS. ROACH: Good afternoon. My name is

         18  Ernestine Roach, I am a member of the community. I

         19  probably have been a member of the Harlem community

         20  longer than most people in here have been alive. I

         21  moved here in 1950.

         22                 I am at a point now where I am facing

         23  it as a woman, and I don't know what to do.

         24                 Last week I happened to be walking

         25  through a lot where a young man pulled out a gun and
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          2  started shooting at a building, inviting someone to

          3  come out, "I know you are there".

          4                 Last year, the year before last, I

          5  would have called the police. I was more afraid of

          6  calling the police than I was of the young man with

          7  the gun.

          8                 So, now I am facing a dilemma, how do

          9  I become -- how am I going to feel safe in my

         10  neighborhood if I can't trust the people who are

         11  hired to protect me?

         12                 So, I am looking for answers, what do

         13  I do?

         14                 You know, I am afraid to call the

         15  police at this point. And I just need some help. I

         16  see that drugs in my area, on 115th Street I see

         17  that that is picking up. As I said, I am afraid to

         18  call the police. I don't want the death of anybody's

         19  child on my conscience. So, right now, like I say, I

         20  am facing a dilemma, what do I do? Maybe someone

         21  here can help me, and maybe we can find some way of

         22  ameliorating this problem.

         23                 I thank you for the opportunity of

         24  speaking.

         25                 MS. BROWN: Good evening. My name is
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          2  Regina Brown. I also work for the Rheedlen

          3  Foundation for Children and Families.

          4                 I have seven brothers, 13 nephews,

          5  and sometimes it is kind of scary when I go out or

          6  when they go out and they come back and tell me

          7  incidents where they were pulled over or harassed,

          8  or standing on the block where they live at where

          9  their grandmothers and their mothers pay rent. It is

         10  so tiring, that if I am driving I have to stop and

         11  get a spotcheck to see if this car belongs to

         12  whoever, if my registration is okay, if I had

         13  insurance. I don't see that happening downtown past

         14  96th Street. It is like I see it, I come outside,

         15  there was an incident last week against two of my

         16  friends. We were just coming outside, it was a nice

         17  evening, weekend, you know, it's the weekend, you

         18  are tired from working and you want to just sit

         19  outside and chill, we was harassed. They just pulled

         20  up on us in an unmarked car, they got out of the car

         21  and told my friend that he fit the description of

         22  somebody, they never said who had committed a

         23  suicide -- not a suicide, a homicide. And it was

         24  bothering me when I asked questions and they were

         25  like, you know, mind your own business, stand back
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          2  and stuff. How can I not mind my business, these

          3  were two gentlemen that I knew, accusing them and

          4  patting them down for something that I know they

          5  didn't do. We just came up from the building, and it

          6  is really tiring now. It is tiring, I am 30 years

          7  old, I am tired of seeing it, I am tired of my

          8  nephews and my brothers going through it every time.

          9  They have a nice car, they work hard for it, they

         10  got to prove that it is their car and go through a

         11  whole bunch of nonsense.

         12                 Right now I am kind of upset, you

         13  know, I might be stuttering and stuff like that, but

         14  I don't want to come in one day and my moms telling

         15  me, you know, such and such has been shot or we have

         16  to run to the hospital to find out what is going on,

         17  go down to the precinct and we don't get any answers

         18  or anything. It is nerve racking and I am just tired

         19  of it.

         20                 That is what I wanted to say. Thank

         21  you.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         23                 MR. NIEVES: Hello. My name is

         24  Alphonso.

         25                 In 1996 I got arrested for a crime
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          2  that I didn't commit. I was riding a bike and when I

          3  was riding a bike, they were arresting these people,

          4  so they started following me with the "F" word,

          5  saying I want you to turn the other way. So, I

          6  turned the other way with the bike, so I am riding

          7  the bike to go home. So, I see this blue car behind

          8  me, and they got close to me and my bike and they

          9  told me with the "F" word again, I want you to get

         10  off the bike. I was afraid, the way he was telling

         11  me, I was afraid. In this case I get off the bike,

         12  they was speaking like, they told me get close to

         13  the car. Get off the bike and walk to the car. I

         14  thought he was going to punch in my face or

         15  something. He didn't even show me no badge or

         16  anything like that.

         17                 Okay, so I got off the bike, and I

         18  told them, look, I know you guys are cops, but if

         19  you are going to hurt me, I'm going to end up suing

         20  you guys.

         21                 So, he got off the car and put me in

         22  a headlock and started beating me up. I was so

         23  scared that I thought I was going to be one of those

         24  people that get beat up by police brutality and they

         25  die, and I started peeing on myself.
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          2                 So, they took me to the 41st

          3  Precinct, and they started beating me up too. This

          4  is the sergeant. He took me to a room and he put his

          5  gun on the desk and he took my handcuffs off, and he

          6  told me, I want you to grab my gun and try to shoot

          7  me. I said, no, why should I do that? If I try to do

          8  that the whole precinct is going to shoot me and you

          9  are going to have a good reason to kill me, you

         10  know?

         11                 So he punched me in the face and then

         12  he punched me in my stomach. You know, I think that

         13  was wrong. I went to court and everything, the case

         14  was dismissed.

         15                 So, I don't think they hired more

         16  police, I think they hired more criminals.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Before you

         19  get started. If there is a seat next to you, please

         20  raise your hand. For those who are not sitting,

         21  please have a seat where there is a raised hand.

         22                 Thank you very much. And there are

         23  some seats over here as well, with the jackets.

         24                 MS. MITCHELL: Good afternoon. My name

         25  is Carolyn Mitchell, and I am 49 years old and an
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          2  ex-school teacher from Kentucky, and I have no

          3  criminal record, not even a traffic ticket. My

          4  current occupation is a legal wordprocessor and a

          5  performing artist.

          6                 As I speak to you this moment, I am

          7  being harassed by the New York City Police

          8  Department and the FBI. The FBI has joined in with

          9  the harassment, so now I have the two harassing me.

         10                 I have endured may vicious attacks

         11  over 30 years by the Police Department. I am

         12  registered with 35 temp agencies and they have

         13  contacted each and every one of my temp agencies and

         14  told them not to give me work as a result of this,

         15  and two weeks ago I was homeless, and I have been in

         16  homeless shelters and also have been homeless twice

         17  over the last seven years as a result of them

         18  contacting my jobs.

         19                 And as I speak to you now, I am

         20  working with Friedman and Associates Law Firm in

         21  Brooklyn. They have contacted this law firm that I

         22  am working at, they are trying to get me fired as of

         23  this moment because they do not want me to file a

         24  lawsuit against them.

         25                 They manipulate people very well.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            65

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2  They manipulate circumstances. They have come into

          3  my life and they have created things where they have

          4  created a vicious stalking. One thing that they did

          5  is they came into my gym, they took a tape of me

          6  exercising, they made multiple copies and they sold

          7  it to the public, and I was stalked viciously to and

          8  from work over a period of five years.

          9                 I have contacted the Justice

         10  Department in New York, I have contacted the

         11  Prosecutor's Office and I have contacted the FBI,

         12  and I have talked to Mr. Zachary Carter in Brooklyn,

         13  I have contacted the FBI in Manhattan. But like I

         14  emphasized once before, the FBI in Manhattan has

         15  joined in the harassment.

         16                 Don't take lightly what the other man

         17  said about being under constant surveillance because

         18  as I talk to you now, there is a microphone

         19  somewhere on my person listening to the

         20  conversation. This isn't the X Files, this is the

         21  truth. I have been under scrutiny now for the last

         22  seven years for no reason.

         23                 I would like to emphasize once more

         24  that I have no record, not even a traffic ticket.

         25                 Over the last seven years I have
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          2  lived in Manhattan, Orange, New Jersey, Newark, and

          3  I have traveled back and forth from Manhattan,

          4  Newark, vice-versa, to and from my performing arts

          5  classes and work, and not only the New York City

          6  Police Department harasses me, but they have

          7  contacted the Newark Police Department, I was

          8  harassed by them, I was harassed by the Orange

          9  Police Department, New Jersey Transit Police

         10  Department, the Port Authority Police Department,

         11  the Amtrak Police Department, the New Jersey Transit

         12  train conductors, Path train conductors, New York

         13  City subway conductors, ticketbooth clerks, token

         14  clerks, limousines with TLC on them, and this is

         15  just like a game to them.

         16                 There are many people aware of my

         17  case. Attorney Jill Pilgram, U.S. Attorney Michael

         18  Chertow, U.S. Attorney Gerez, Joseph Fortunato, an

         19  attorney in Montclair, New Jersey. And like I say,

         20  as I talk to you now they are trying to get me fired

         21  from my job, and I really think we need to do

         22  something about these people that are psychotic,

         23  they are dangers, and let me emphasize once more, I

         24  don't have a record. I have never done anything to

         25  these people.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            67

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2                 But one thing I would like to add is

          3  how much help and support they get from people for

          4  destroying your life.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          6  very much, we really appreciate it.

          7                 Nia Mason, Tanisha Delgado, and

          8  Arthur Christian.

          9                 MS. DELGADO: Hi. My name is Tanisha

         10  Delgado.  I am going to tell you a story about

         11  myself.

         12                 Me and my boyfriend was walking on

         13  Park Avenue. We had got robbed, and I think the cops

         14  were watching us from the other side, and after the

         15  two guys started running, the cops came, pulled out

         16  their guns and say get the f--- back.

         17                 Meanwhile, our hands were up in the

         18  air, "they just robbed us. They just robbed us. They

         19  went over there." My boyfriend is black, I am Puerto

         20  Rican, and I feel like if we were white that would

         21  not have happened, you know. They would have been

         22  like where are they at. They would have been like

         23  hold on one minute a car is coming to write down,

         24  you know, whatever and they would have went and got

         25  them.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            68

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2                 The guys did not get caught and their

          3  system, if they would have not pulled out their guns

          4  on us and went after the guys that robbed us, this

          5  would not have happened, you know?

          6                 And another incident, when I had got

          7  arrested in Yonkers -- not in Yonkers, I did not get

          8  arrested -- a girl was having a fight in the Bronx,

          9  just because a girl was verbally cursing a cop, he

         10  took her, and I know how the project walls look,

         11  took her, slammed her against the wall, her mouth

         12  busted open, handcuffed her and put her in the car,

         13  and she did nothing wrong but argue with the cop.

         14                 I feel like this has to stop. This is

         15  absurd. There is no reason for it.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 I have been harassed for talking to

         18  black people and I am black and this is the truth, I

         19  have witnesses.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         21  much.

         22                 Once again, for those of you who have

         23  recently come in, I also wanted to -- for those of

         24  you who have recently come in, and let me not

         25  interrupt myself, the CCRB is outside, Legal Aid
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          2  Office is outside, the Center for Constitutional

          3  Rights are people that are here.  Many of us have

          4  staff people here, most of these staff people are

          5  working on their own time and I want to acknowledge

          6  and appreciate them for spending it and being here

          7  with you today.

          8                 Councilman Guillermo Linares from

          9  Washington Heights has also just joined us, and

         10  Stanley Michels from Washington Heights. Ronnie

         11  Eldridge from the Upper West Side, myself, Phil Reed

         12  and Bill Perkins. The reason we keep telling you

         13  that is because the Manhattan Delegation, virtually

         14  the entire Manhattan Delegation, is trying to make

         15  sure that we hear from this community of this

         16  borough so we can move forward around hearings,

         17  legislation, budgetary issues with the police as

         18  these things come to us in the City Council, which

         19  is happening as we speak, the budget process if

         20  moving forward. We heard from the Police Department

         21  today about their Preliminary Budget for next year.

         22                 These are the kind of concerns that

         23  you are raising and we need to take into

         24  consideration as we speak to them about where we are

         25  going forward.
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          2                 The other last thing I would like to

          3  say before the next person speaks, Arthur Christian,

          4  if you are involved in your community or you want to

          5  get involved in your community, find out who your

          6  Councilperson is, find out who your elected

          7  officials are.

          8                 Many of you are valuable, all of you

          9  are, valuable resources to us in the community.

         10  There is much work to be done we, as elected

         11  officials, even with our staff cannot do, and this

         12  is an opportunity for you and the community to meet

         13  those people who represent you.

         14                 So, if you want to offer some time to

         15  find out what is going on in the office, I have

         16  heard from many of you who live in East Harlem,

         17  please reach out to my staff and let us know. We

         18  would be happy to talk with you about things that we

         19  are trying to do together, and I am sure that all of

         20  these other people here, I have tried to recognize

         21  where they represent, we would like to have that.

         22                 I am sorry, Nia Mason.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 MS. MASON: Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: And we are
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          2  looking for Arthur Christian next, and Kenneth

          3  Cender. That is as close as I am going to get to it.

          4  Okay, and Eric Canales.

          5                 MS. MASON: Hi. My name is Nia Mason

          6  and I work for Action for Community Empowerment,

          7  right here in Central Harlem on Seventh Avenue and

          8  123rd.

          9                 The reason I am standing is because I

         10  wanted to speak out about this incident that

         11  happened to one of our members who happened to be 78

         12  years old. We had hoped that she would be here

         13  tonight to speak for herself. It is a little

         14  intimidating sometimes to come out and talk about

         15  the individual incidents that happen to you because

         16  oftentimes you feel like if you tell some people

         17  something that happened to you, the person may think

         18  you must have done something to deserve that. You

         19  know, often times we think that we deserve the

         20  behavior that we experience for the things that are

         21  done to us.

         22                 Ms. Milton is 78 years old, and on

         23  January 29th she had an altercation with another

         24  woman in her building, some sort of bickering and

         25  petty stuff going on, and it actually escalated to
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          2  them coming to blows. The other woman was

          3  86-years-old. What happened was one of the women was

          4  injured and somebody called the police, and not only

          5  were they old, they were also very angry at each

          6  other, and one of the women was injured.

          7                 So, when the police got there they

          8  actually wanted them to press charges and neither

          9  one of the women wanted to, however, they put the

         10  78-year-old woman, Ms. Milton, in handcuffs and took

         11  her downtown. She is diabetic and she spent the

         12  night in jail. They did actually take her to the

         13  hospital, but they handcuffed her and per her in the

         14  cell.

         15                 Ms. Milton, 78 years old, never, you

         16  know, had any kind of run-ins with the police, and

         17  she was humiliated, and it just seems to be

         18  outrageous that there is no other measure that can

         19  be used to kind of handle a situation that comes up

         20  like this. I don't care if it is a 78-year-old woman

         21  or two-year-old children or the other woman that you

         22  spoke about, there needs to be an intermediary level

         23  before you actually have to go before a judge and be

         24  heard. There seems to be other ways in which we can

         25  resolve issues that come up between human beings.
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          2                 So, we feel that this is outrageous

          3  and that something needs to be done.

          4                 And I want to thank the Council

          5  people for this opportunity to speak out, and I

          6  would like to encourage all of us, not to only just

          7  speak out, but to come together in our own

          8  communities with groups of people -- the gentleman

          9  here, Mr. Perkins, the young brother talked about he

         10  knew his friends, maybe he can come together with

         11  some of those people that are experiencing this and

         12  come up with a real, you know, solid recommendation

         13  for improvement so that we are not only speaking out

         14  to our Council people about, you know, what is

         15  happening, but we are also speaking out to them

         16  about things that we think will fall on some of the

         17  issues that are impacting our lives.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 Arthur Christian.

         22                 MR. CHRISTIAN: I am right here.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Yes, sir.

         24                 MR. CHRISTIAN: How are you doing?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I am fine. How
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          2  are you?

          3                 MR. CHRISTIAN: Good.

          4                 My name is Arthur Christian, and I

          5  came here, because I know some people will be asking

          6  why is this stuff happening. In the constitution --

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Please talk more

          8  into the mic.

          9                 MR. CHRISTIAN: Excuse me?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Talk more into

         11  the mic.

         12                 MR. CHRISTIAN: The only one that

         13  stays in slavery is the one that is convicted of a

         14  crime.

         15                 Already they say that we are in drug

         16  locations so we are criminals. They already are

         17  saying that mothers are birthing babies, daughters

         18  and sons, to become criminals. So, when you say we

         19  use the word criminal, you are saying slave.

         20                 All these police that they put out

         21  here today are slave catchers. If you don't believe

         22  me, just look in your prisons and see who is in the

         23  prisons. You will tell the depth of the society by

         24  the numbers in the prisons, I mean who is in your

         25  prisons, the Hispanic or black. This goes all the
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          2  way back to the time of slavery, the beginning of

          3  slavery.

          4                 Okay, so, to end this, you can't take

          5  your problems to the same court that created it. Do

          6  you understand what I am saying? You have to take it

          7  to the world courts. You have to attach yourself to

          8  the rest of the world because you have been cut off.

          9  So you attach yourself to the rest of the world, you

         10  say I am not buying no more of that stuff, and the

         11  rest of the world says listen, no more.

         12                 Everybody in my community, in the

         13  East Harlem community, they already know the

         14  inhumane stuff that they do to us. These are people

         15  probably sitting over there that treat their dogs

         16  better than they treat the patrons that come before

         17  you.  If their dog is sick they take it to the

         18  hospital. But you, you are sick, you are laying on

         19  the ground, they see you, they won't even pick you

         20  up. That is a clear violation of their human rights

         21  that the police are doing.

         22                 Our people of color have fought for

         23  the Civil War, you know, for the independent. You

         24  take it to the world court, the world court is the

         25  United Nations down there on 42nd Street. You don't
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          2  take it to the Supreme Court because the same

          3  Supreme Court were leaders in George Washington's

          4  time that the persons who stays in slavery is

          5  convicted of a crime. And you have already been

          6  convicted of a crime because of your color. When

          7  they are profiling you that is passing judgment on

          8  you.

          9                 (bell is sounded).

         10                 Hold on. Hold on. I was number 12 and

         11  you skipped me.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Excuse me,

         13  brother. I appreciate what you are saying, but we

         14  are all going to abide by the same rules tonight.

         15                 MR. CHRISTIAN: I understand that,

         16  just give me one more minute.

         17                 If they don't change that 13th

         18  Amendment in the Constitution, you bring this

         19  country down. Ain't nobody here -- you know what,

         20  let me tell you something: The ones that's (sic)

         21  heading the government, there is nobody else in the

         22  country that is going to allow them in there.

         23  Believe me, they are going to be stuck up on ships,

         24  like the Waterworld, there is no where to go for

         25  them, you know? You know, the only place to go for
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          2  you is dead. You are already dead.

          3                 Diallo, when they killed Diallo, they

          4  killed you, and if you don't do nothing about it

          5  quickly -- you know, this is what I have to say,

          6  many brothers don't get the same treatment that

          7  those four officers got, with the grand jury and

          8  everything.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: All right,

         10  brother, thank you very much.

         11                 MR. CHRISTIAN: Hold on. Hold on.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I can't hold

         13  on right now.

         14                 MR. CHRISTIAN: Hold on.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: You had an

         16  extra minute.

         17                 MR. CHRISTIAN: One more minute.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I am not

         19  going to allow that. I am sorry, I am not going to

         20  allow that.

         21                 Listen up. The second time around you

         22  will get a second chance.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 Who is next? Eric Canales, Kenneth

         25  Cender.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            78

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2                 Okay, Eric.

          3                 MR. CANALES: Good evening, everyone.

          4  I have a question and a comment. I know you are not

          5  going to answer this but for the record: What is the

          6  position of the City Council on the hollowpoint

          7  bullets or the 10 millimeter guns for stopping

          8  power? I don't understand that because we don't need

          9  to be stopped. We are not going anywhere, okay?

         10                 A hundred people of color have been

         11  shot and killed in the past by New York City's

         12  finest. These are the taxpaying monies that we are

         13  giving these folks to shoot us.

         14                 We are warehousing people of color in

         15  Rikers Island, which by the way is a famous jail

         16  system of the United States and the world.

         17  Ninety-seven percent of the population in Rikers are

         18  people of color. If you look around the room, we are

         19  going to know who is locked up. It is not them, all

         20  right?

         21                 There are approximately 32 gangs in

         22  Rikers as well.

         23                 The Correction system, there is no

         24  such thing. We are sending people to jail, they are

         25  coming out worse sometimes. That is an oxymoron that
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          2  shouldn't be done as well.

          3                 The system requires a complete

          4  overhaul. New York Police Department, the Department

          5  of Corrections, these departments are sworn to

          6  uphold the law - courtesy, professionalism and

          7  respect. This should mean cannot provide respect for

          8  our communities and our people.

          9                 Fifteen million dollars for outreach

         10  in communities should be spent for resensitizing the

         11  Police Department, the Corrections Department and

         12  maybe the Mayor should be resensitized himself.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 MR. CENDER: My name is Kenneth

         15  Cender. I am from Staten Island, New York. I came

         16  here on behalf of two African-American sons in Park

         17  Hill that were shot down by police recently. Mostly

         18  I am here to tell you that we have done extensive

         19  investigation on police brutality. Since 1982 we

         20  have over 259 police brutalities in this City alone.

         21                 I just came from doing 30 years in

         22  Attica, Clinton, and so on, I left 70,000 brothers

         23  back there. Out of those 70,000 brothers, many of

         24  them have bullets in their legs, some have no legs,

         25  some are paralyzed, all from bullets, and I can tell
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          2  you for a fact, I worked on numerous cases over that

          3  30-year period, that many of them, many of them are

          4  innocent of the charges that were lodged against

          5  them by police. They justify their brutality, they

          6  justify their killing people, and I am getting mad

          7  at people here too because leaders here are saying

          8  brutality, and 19 shots in the body is not

          9  brutality, it is murder.

         10                 This brother over here, he spoke

         11  about slavery, you need to understand what is going

         12  on in he New York State prison system, why they are

         13  coming to your communities and why they are taking

         14  your children and your sons and your daughters,

         15  because it is a slave system. It is called, call

         16  collect. It is the biggest, biggest statement in New

         17  York that prisoners at 25 cents an hour, is part of

         18  the slave system. I mean, this is what is going on.

         19  They are coming for your children now. They are

         20  building prisons for your kids.

         21                 And I say to you gentlemen up there,

         22  we appreciate the opportunity that you gave us here.

         23  What I am saying is the situation right now is

         24  critical, very, very critical, and we need you to

         25  provide for us a radical solution, because if you
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          2  don't, we are going to get radical.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          4  very much.

          5                 Dawn Jones. Frank Irwin. Infinite.

          6  Eric Denson. Henry Edwards, and Arthur Christian,

          7  for the next six.

          8                 Folks, we have many, many more that

          9  want to speak. We want everyone to have an

         10  opportunity to speak. We will not tolerate anybody

         11  speaking more than three minutes.

         12                 So, please cooperate. You have been

         13  doing very well so far and everybody is getting a

         14  chance to speak.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 Dawn Jones.

         17                 MS. JONES: First of all, I would like

         18  to commend Councilman Perkins, and you can cut me

         19  off like I do to you, I would like to thank you for

         20  the press conference this morning on the steps of

         21  City Hall, and just to let you know, I had an ID but

         22  people couldn't even get into City Hall this

         23  morning. And I have been stopped in New Jersey, when

         24  I was in college, and the State Troopers went

         25  through all of my luggage and just left it there and
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          2  I had been stopped in Virginia when I was driving a

          3  BMW. And when I am stopped in New York I have to

          4  give my Social Security Number, because there is

          5  another Dawn Jones, the one that was in possession

          6  of cocaine.

          7                 I first got involved in the movement

          8  with the Phillip Pernell case out in Teaneck, New

          9  Jersey. I have been to rallies, press conferences. I

         10  was arrested yesterday. And being arrested yesterday

         11  for civil disobedience, I really saw where we need

         12  to have a 48-hour rule, I was asked the dumbest

         13  questions yesterday. The lady asked, is Amsterdam

         14  Avenue in Brooklyn, and why am I doing this. And I

         15  new right there we need a residency, because they

         16  don't even know what streets. I went to the parade

         17  last year and they didn't know where St. John's

         18  Place was, which was right around the block, and

         19  that is where I see they need a residency

         20  requirement and 48-hour rule. And I am saying now I

         21  am really tired. I had been to the rally on Monday,

         22  I was out there today, and I just thought enough if

         23  enough and I am sacrificing, I am taking off of

         24  work, I am supposed to be in school tonight, and as

         25  Reverend Bocci's wife said yesterday, she had a sign

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            83

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2  on her son like 20 years ago and we are still out

          3  here. And I am involved in many organizations.

          4                 I don't want to say where I represent

          5  because I don't want to seem like I am taking a

          6  position. And also, regarding the hollowpoint

          7  bullets, just everything that has been kind of like

          8  brought out in this case, and I just really am

          9  fighting for justice in this case and I thank you

         10  for the opportunity to speak.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Frank Irwin.

         13                 MR. IRWIN: I don't live here but I am

         14  interested in this subject, and I just have a

         15  question.

         16                 About a year ago I was in Times

         17  Square Station Subway, and I saw a man being

         18  arrested by I think undercover cops and I don't seem

         19  to remember, and I stood and watched because I

         20  wanted to see what was happening. And a cop came

         21  over and he asked me what I was doing and told me to

         22  move on. Now I wonder at what rights did I have at

         23  that point to stay there and continue to watch? I

         24  would like to know. I sort of walked slowly away.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: It seems to
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          2  me you had every right to stay there and watch.

          3                 If there is a chair that is empty

          4  next to you, please raise your hand. Please raise

          5  your hand if there is an empty chair.

          6                 For those folks that are standing,

          7  please see the raised hands and have a seat.

          8                 Infinite.

          9                 INFINITE: Good afternoon. My name is

         10  Infinite. I would appreciate it if I could get

         11  quiet. When you was up there talking, I was quiet,

         12  and I need your respect, I would like to be heard.

         13                 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: Quiet, please.

         14                 INFINITE: I live in Harlem right now,

         15  I am 25 years old, I am a college student, and I

         16  just wanted to tell you about what part I played

         17  with something that happened with the police.

         18                 Now, when I was born I was born with

         19  a birth defect in my arm, and it hangs this way, so

         20  it looks like I always have my left arm in my

         21  pocket, especially on cold days.  Anyway I was

         22  walking a young lady home one night three years ago,

         23  and I guess I was going through a drug block. My

         24  hand was in my pocket, you know what I am saying?

         25  You know what I am saying, these police officers
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          2  came, "freeze. Hold it right there", you know what I

          3  am saying? And I am like yo. When they seen my arm,

          4  they said I apologize and they said to move it. But

          5  I was really hurt. I really felt violated, you know

          6  what I am saying?

          7                 Now, I am 25 years old and I am a

          8  grown man, so I don't understand this, it really

          9  ain't right, you know what I am saying? The police,

         10  the police is going to be the police, you know what

         11  I am saying? If there is a problem situation, what

         12  part are you going to play in making the change? Me,

         13  myself, I was a former drug dealer, and we had to

         14  dress nice, we wanted to look good, you understand

         15  what I am saying? Because people have to work hard

         16  for what they have to buy, you understand what I am

         17  saying? So, I am saying that everybody should play a

         18  part within their own movement, you know what I am

         19  saying? People can get knowledge of themselves,

         20  because this is part of a whole new concept, you

         21  understand? I think what you got backwards is it is

         22  guilty until you are proven innocent.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Eric Denson.

         24                 MR. DENSON: Thank you. My name is

         25  Eric Denson, I am 28. I have had two situations with
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          2  the Police Department. I was a victim of mistaken

          3  identity on May 27th. I was in my projects with

          4  three of my friends. I went out to go to the store

          5  and they were just in my face, slammed in the mud,

          6  stomped on the head, handcuffed, put in a van,

          7  didn't know what I was being arrested for. Got down

          8  to the precinct still didn't know what I was being

          9  arrested for, and two months later, had bail of

         10  $100,000, couldn't make it, and Legal Aid that

         11  wanted me to cop out because he wanted to get paid,

         12  so, Legal Aid does not do nothing for you, you know

         13  what I mean? Then after three years they wanted me

         14  to come back to six to 12, I said no. They said if

         15  you go, you get 25 to life. So, I took my chances,

         16  went to trial appeal. I tried to file a lawsuit they

         17  said I couldn't do it. I went last year, 1998.

         18                 Me and my fiance, we heard some

         19  gunshots, and my sister was downstairs. Me being her

         20  brother, I was concerned, I go out of my projects to

         21  see what's happening with my sister. They broke down

         22  my door, me and my fiance, police, like six police

         23  acting like this with their guns. One came like

         24  this, freeze. I was on the ninth floor, we just

         25  heard the shots like a minute ago. As soon as I hear
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          2  the shots, I am going out the door. Everyone is

          3  upstairs. Me seeing these guns, I was scared to

          4  death, I get on my knees, I do everything they tell

          5  me. I get on my knees and my fiance is going crazy,

          6  now you got five more police officers with guns to

          7  my head, pushed together and guns like this, I am on

          8  the floor. They checked my heartbeat, you know your

          9  heart beats so fast when I got guns in my face,

         10  that's why my heartbeat is so fast. All right, get

         11  up, we are going to search your apartment for a ski

         12  jersey, and this is the time everyone was wearing

         13  ski jerseys and all of that. They come in my house,

         14  guns all out, ransacked the room, and then when

         15  everything was over, I apologize, I am sorry for

         16  this. I don't know about that. Me and my friend, we

         17  got hatred for all police. All police.

         18                 MR. EDWARDS: Yes, good afternoon to

         19  the community, and the City Council, I am glad that

         20  you came.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: What is your

         22  name?

         23                 MR. EDWARDS: My name is Henry

         24  Edwards. I am glad that you came to give the

         25  community a chance to speak out on this hearing.
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          2                 I am here to share a problem with

          3  you. I have a $3 million lawsuit within the City for

          4  police brutality against my son. A few years back we

          5  were watching a ball game so half time I sent my son

          6  to the corner to the Chinese place to get some

          7  Chinese food. So, we called in and he went to get

          8  the order.

          9                 At that particular time, about ten

         10  blocks away another black male had a gun, shooting

         11  in the air, someone called the cops, so when the

         12  cops got there the guy throwed (sic) the gun in the

         13  snow and ran, so they was doing like a ten block,

         14  20-block search area. So at the time my son is

         15  running to get the Chinese food and try to make it

         16  back, so they stopped him and said to him do you

         17  mind waiting a few seconds, you fit the description

         18  of somebody, and my son said, sure, I don't mind.

         19  So, then the detectives pull up and when they got

         20  out of the car other civilians was standing there

         21  watching, they got out of the car with a gun in

         22  their hand, they pulled up to him, hey, buddy, this

         23  is yours isn't it? My son says, no, I don't have a

         24  gun. Oh, come on, you know it is yours, make it easy

         25  for us. Just tell us and we will make it easy for
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          2  you. So my son said again, no, I don't have a gun. I

          3  don't own a gun.

          4                 So, I always tell my kids that any

          5  time you get stopped by a police officer just get

          6  the badge number and their name. So he did that. He

          7  said, excuse me, could I get your badge number and

          8  your name. And then he said,  oh, we got a smart

          9  nigger here. Hit him in the stomach, he went down.

         10  This is what eyewitnesses is telling, they know him

         11  in the area. They stepped on him, the pulled, the

         12  other officer that was in the blue and white, all

         13  right, you go ahead, this is our collar, we will

         14  take him. They had him down face down, they

         15  handcuffed him while he was in the snow face down,

         16  they take the ID, they hold him inside like this,

         17  they get him in back of the car, they beat my son so

         18  severe, so severe trying to get a confession out of

         19  him, that when they took him to the precinct he

         20  couldn't even make it up inside. They dragged him,

         21  handcuffed, up the stairs and put him in front of

         22  the desk sergeant, the sergeant looks and says what

         23  do we have here, oh, we got one trying to escape,

         24  trying to run away. So, they see that his vital

         25  signs was low, they called the EM, when the lady got
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          2  there she was almost in tears, what did you all do

          3  to this young man? We have to ride this young man to

          4  the emergency room. They rushed him to emergency

          5  room, his vital signs dropped twice in the

          6  ambulance, they got him in there, the officer said

          7  tell the nurse and doctor, listen, hurry up, we will

          8  bring him back because we haven't booked him with

          9  anything yet. The doctor said, well this guy has got

         10  multiple bruises, we need to take him up; that's

         11  okay, we will bring him back. They said, well we are

         12  going to release him in your own cognizance. They

         13  give him some medicine and said make sure he gets

         14  this, the officer throwed (sic) the medicine away,

         15  never give it to my son, okay. We wasn't notified.

         16  They had my son and we wasn't even notified that

         17  they had him until five that morning, after they

         18  already had booked him. The next day, or next couple

         19  of days had him arraigned, they throwed (sic) it

         20  out, the grand jury, it was mistaken identity.

         21                 The lawsuit is going on now for over

         22  six years and the police officers are still making

         23  their paychecks, still getting paid, still on the

         24  force.

         25                 So, listen, all I am saying, it's a
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          2  shame that we have to wait until a tragedy when

          3  somebody loses his life. It is sad that we have to

          4  wait until someone loses a life for something we

          5  should have been looking into.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          7  very much.

          8                 Two quick things. Again, there is the

          9  Center for Constitutional Rights outside, there is

         10  the Civilian Complaint Review Board, there is the

         11  legal services outside, the CCRB, the Neighborhood

         12  Defender Services, other service agencies outside,

         13  please take advantage of them.

         14                 And the most important thing, because

         15  this is a political thing, is that you register to

         16  vote.

         17                 Next, Chris Johnson, the New York

         18  Civil Liberties Union. Richard Rossi, Joe Louis

         19  Baines, Sr., Ivory Johnson and Naren Austin. Those

         20  are the next six.

         21                 MR. JOHNSON: Hello, my name is Chris

         22  Johnson, and I am from the New York City Liberties

         23  Union. I am the Campaign Coordinator.

         24                 One of the things that has really

         25  jumped out at me tonight in listening to the
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          2  speeches here, as I have gone throughout the City

          3  with our campaign at the community board meetings to

          4  talk about our campaign and try to get support from

          5  the community boards, is people's continued

          6  frustration and anger and feeling that there is no

          7  accountability.

          8                 As I heard one gentlemen talk about

          9  the sixties with the firehoses and the dogs, and

         10  another gentleman talking about the rioting, it

         11  becomes clearer and clearer both tonight and the

         12  other nights that I have gone out into the community

         13  to hear people talk about this issue, that people

         14  are frustrated. That I should think that as leaders

         15  in our City, that the City Council, that our Mayor,

         16  that our Police Commissioner must take steps to

         17  create accountability with the New York City Police

         18  Department. It is essential, if we are going to

         19  start to address the frustration that people feel in

         20  communities throughout the City.

         21                 We think that these are all things

         22  that are within your and our powers to achieve. Some

         23  of the recommendations that we have at the New York

         24  Civil Liberties Union and our campaign, we feel can

         25  create that accountability.
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          2                 One of the things that someone

          3  mentioned earlier, there is a residency requirement

          4  that also includes and affirmative action plan. It's

          5  a real serious issue in a City that is almost 60

          6  percent people of color, we have a Police Department

          7  that is 70 percent Caucasian, where we have a

          8  situation at the precinct level where captains, we

          9  have almost 400 captains throughout this City and we

         10  only have 26 captains of color. This is a real issue

         11  because it goes to a department of police officers

         12  who do not feel a connection at all with our

         13  communities throughout this City. If our City, if

         14  our Mayor, if our City Council and if our Police

         15  Commissioner is going to seriously address this

         16  issue, they must look towards a residency

         17  requirement, and really going out and making a

         18  commitment to getting people of their own color to

         19  join the police force.

         20                 When Commissioner Kelly was

         21  Commissioner of the Police Department, he would on

         22  Sundays go to churches in the Latino and the

         23  African-American community and encourage people to

         24  join the Police Department. That is the commitment

         25  that our current commissioner and the commissioner
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          2  before him never felt.

          3                 But I do think that it is really

          4  important that people realize that it is not just

          5  Mayor Giuliani or this current commissioner that

          6  have created the climate that exists now at the

          7  Police Department in New York City.

          8                 The problem with police brutality is

          9  not new in New York City, it is a very, very old

         10  problem that has existed almost since the beginning

         11  of the Police Department. And if we are going to

         12  address it, we are going to have to do serious

         13  things. We are going to have to do things like a

         14  special prosecutor just to deal with police

         15  brutality. We can't have a situation where local

         16  district attorneys, who have to rely on the same

         17  Police Departments for most of their cases, have to

         18  rely on the Police Department after they prosecute

         19  them on cases like the Diallo case or in other cases

         20  of police misconduct or brutality.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

         22                 Before the next speaker, I just

         23  wanted to take an opportunity once again, the

         24  Council is having these hearings, but many of you

         25  are represented by a broad range of elected
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          2  officials, that some of them are not able to be here

          3  this evening, but I want you to know that our newest

          4  United States Senator, Chuck Schumer's Office, is

          5  represented. The young man representing Mr. Schumer,

          6  raise your hand. Thank you.

          7                 Our Congressman Charlie Reingall's

          8  Office is represented. And our State Senator David

          9  Patterson's Office is represented. So people are

         10  listening to what you have to say.

         11                 Richard Rossi.

         12                 MR. ROSSI: Yes, that's me.

         13                 Well, I would like to know, the cops

         14  say "We own the night", but I would like to know

         15  where they were on February 17th, 1997 when a man

         16  raped my six-year-old daughter and stabbed her three

         17  times, okay? Where I had to shoot the individual and

         18  then call the cops, and they locked me up. While my

         19  daughter was laying on the floor bleeding and rushed

         20  to the hospital, they had me in the precinct booked

         21  already in central booking before she even seen a

         22  doctor. Where are the New York finest when we really

         23  need them?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

         25                 Joe Louis Baines, Sr.
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          2                 MR. BAINES: Yes, my name is Joe Louis

          3  Baines. You heard them, now you will hear me. I have

          4  fought with the cops, I have been abused too many

          5  times. I will tell you what I got planned, you know?

          6  This is what I am going to do. We are going to talk

          7  to the public, we are going to talk to the people, I

          8  am going to be the judge this time, I got another

          9  chance in life. I am going to buy all the guns I can

         10  buy, if my people move, I am moving.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

         12                 Ivory Johnson. And then we have Naren

         13  Austin. Ed Jarvis-- oh, no, sorry, not Ed Jarvis.

         14  Just a moment. Give the lady some respect, please.

         15                 MS. JOHNSON: Excuse me, my name is

         16  Ivory Johnson. A couple of years back me and my

         17  husband were living in a tenement building, right?

         18  There were some people that live in the building, we

         19  had like an argument down to a fight, we had to call

         20  the policemen. They came out, you know, they started

         21  asking questions, and they asked some questions of

         22  us. The next thing I know, they are arresting us,

         23  instead of them. They were like threatening us, they

         24  were telling us what they was going to do to us and

         25  everything. So, me, myself, I had seen my husband
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          2  got arrested, and you know a wife has got to stick

          3  by your husband, so I had jumped on the detective

          4  and asked why they were arrested him, instead of the

          5  people that we got into the beef with.

          6                 So, after I jumped on the detective

          7  they took me, handcuffed me to a tree, like a big

          8  tree, you know, then they handcuffed me behind my

          9  back and tried to get me up in the patty wagon, and

         10  I couldn't get up in the patty wagon, so a cop, a

         11  big white cop, took his foot and kicked me right in

         12  the butt.

         13                 I always thought that policemen were

         14  supposed to be there to help people, but that isn't

         15  what I see now. So I just hope that justice will be

         16  done.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         18  much.

         19                 Once again, raise your hands if there

         20  are seats next to you. You need to try to come in

         21  and stand along the walls. It's a safety issue. And

         22  people with their hands up have seats next to them

         23  that are available, okay? So please come in from out

         24  there in the entrance way.

         25                 The next person to speak is Naren
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          2  Austin.

          3                 MS. AUSTIN: Karen Austin?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Oh, that is a K,

          5  okay. Karen.

          6                 Mike Ross, Noves is the last name,

          7  Watts Hopkins, Poet Waring, Haja Worley and Debbie

          8  Haughton. So those are the next six.

          9                 Yes, Ms. Austin.

         10                 MS. AUSTIN: My name is Karen Austin,

         11  and I am --

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: A little

         13  closer to the mic.

         14                 MS. AUSTIN: My name is Karen Austin,

         15  and I was up here in the Harlem community for 13, 14

         16  years.

         17                 In '94 I had a son that fell victim

         18  to a subway bombing that took us out of the

         19  community. I can't too much because we have lawsuits

         20  going on.

         21                 We moved downtown below 96th Street

         22  where we have racism. We have a lot of the

         23  African-Americans, and in the 19th Precinct is

         24  highly racist.

         25                 My son was a burn victim, 66 percent
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          2  third degree, multiple skin burn all over his body,

          3  okay? He came from this color pink back to his

          4  African-American color with some skin grafts and

          5  different things.

          6                 He has been picked up, he has been

          7  put in cars, this happened when he was 13, he is now

          8  17. He has been picked up off the streets down

          9  there. He has been harassed. I have been harassed.

         10  And I just feel for him right now because he does

         11  have discoloration. You know they look at him and

         12  they said he is angry. Okay, he is angry and so am

         13  I. He is angry and so am I. And they cannot just

         14  keep snatching him up, picking him up, putting him

         15  in cars because of the way he looks, okay? And he is

         16  definitely angry and so am I, and that is why I came

         17  here today. I went yesterday morning, Bill Perkins,

         18  to your office, because Manhattan borough is the

         19  district office, and I have been going back and

         20  forth up there because I like Harlem. This is my

         21  hospital here, North General. I like Harlem. I was

         22  forced to move out of the community to have more

         23  space and to be closer to New York Hospital. Ever

         24  since we moved down there it has been nothing but

         25  problems. What I am trying to do now is come back up
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          2  into the Harlem community, and I will come over to

          3  the office and talk with you, I have issues going on

          4  with people on a private note.

          5                 My son is into something right now

          6  where I went different places to get help, doctors,

          7  lawyers, mental health, physical health, but

          8  everyone is coming to me saying that the boy is

          9  angry. Yes, he is angry. I am saying that again as

         10  his mother. He is very angry, but we both need some

         11  help and we need a cooling out period. And we need

         12  for someone not to ask us do you have a lawsuit

         13  going on, we need somebody to help us. Because I

         14  can't look at my son right now, as I stay up here,

         15  and how the 19th Precinct is doing, our

         16  African-American children down there, and the big

         17  racism that is going on down there, and I can see 41

         18  bullets on my son. He already fell victim to

         19  something else, I don't want nothing else to happen

         20  to him. I don't want nothing else to happen to him,

         21  that is why I am here now to speak out.

         22                 I want this to be nationwide, okay?

         23  Just like this incident was nationwide, okay, News 1

         24  carried us, I want this to be nationwide because I

         25  foresee something happening to my son and he already
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          2  was a victim to something and I don't want that to

          3  happen.

          4                 So, I will come to your office again.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you, I

          6  appreciate it.

          7                 Mike Ross.

          8                 MR. ROSS: Good evening, ladies and

          9  gentlemen, Council, friends and family that is here.

         10  My name is Mike Ross.

         11                 I grew up on 112th Street between

         12  Lenox and Fifth with my mother and I started to come

         13  up here and talk about how I was a victim of police

         14  brutality, but I am going to go past that and we

         15  will go into something else because I see where as I

         16  was growing up, there wasn't no bars around the

         17  projects. I came home to visit my mother and she is

         18  in prison, and it is bugging me out, because when I

         19  grew up, there was no bars around Foster, no bars

         20  around Steven Foster, Taft, Jefferson, going all the

         21  way back.

         22                 I come home, we were outside watching

         23  the basketball game and this helicopter with

         24  spotlights is shining down on us. And it is tearing

         25  me up. You know, it's tearing me up. And I can see
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          2  why the young brothers and sisters is mad, because

          3  they are being imprisoned.

          4                 All right, I came home from prison,

          5  and they are mad up there because the justice system

          6  is not playing fair. I got ten months for being

          7  outside after 9:00 on a curfew violation by the

          8  Division of Parole. Ten months. I didn't get

          9  arrested, I didn't have no police contact, I was

         10  just outside in front of my mother's building after

         11  9:00 p.m., and I got ten months on a violation of

         12  parole for being outside and I didn't commit no

         13  crime.

         14                 I had ID, and as soon as they seen my

         15  ID, they went and told my PO I was outside, and I

         16  got ten months of hard time. I went through the

         17  system. I lost everything, my job, my family, my

         18  girl, my kids, I just lost everything, I just came

         19  home. And I am hurting. I am homeless, because I got

         20  ten months. Transit called me for work, I couldn't

         21  go because parole wouldn't lift my warrant, they

         22  told me time served 90 days. They tell me, well, we

         23  can't lift your warrant, you got to go upstate to

         24  sign out, they said, oh, you missed the December

         25  Board, you got to go to the January Board. So why
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          2  did they send me up here if I got to go back down

          3  there after 90 days? Ninety days turned into ten

          4  months.

          5                 Transit called me, they sent me the

          6  little card, come take the test. That was my 90th

          7  day. I called in all over the Division of Parole, on

          8  40th Street, 61st Street, nobody can tell me why

          9  they can't lift this warrant.

         10                 So, I just want everybody to know,

         11  they are not playing fair, we all got to stay

         12  together.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Watts

         15  Hopkins.

         16                 MR. HOPKINS: Yeah, how you doing?

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: All right.

         18                 MR. HOPKINS: My name is Watts

         19  Hopkins, you already know that. The attitude at the

         20  Police Department, the attitude that they have

         21  toward us is not new. It is something that the

         22  government fosters, this attitude and the

         23  disposition that they come down here with.

         24                 In this land of milk and honey, where

         25  the Almighty dollar rules the supreme and faithful
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          2  troops move without question in laying law and

          3  order, only here in this hypocrisy and inequality

          4  can a man be stopped, taken to jail with threats

          5  testifying against him. When will the brothers stop

          6  creating problems in our neighborhoods, when will

          7  they stop abusing the power that we give them?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Poet Waring.

          9                 MS. WARING: So many of my peers here,

         10  so many young people, so many black men, so many men

         11  of color, it is you that they are targeted. My

         12  brother, he just is 13 this year, and he is the size

         13  of a fully grown man. That is because of the

         14  additives and the chemicals that they are putting in

         15  all of these school lunches and things that we buy

         16  at the food stores, so that we grow up a lot faster

         17  than we can, and I am afraid that my brother, being

         18  the 13-year-old that he is may be skipping down the

         19  street, the way 13-year-olds do, and they are going

         20  to shoot him in his back and say oh, we thought his

         21  game was with a gun.

         22                 I feel that this is anger. I am 25

         23  years old, I should not be this angry. I tried to

         24  get some of my co-workers to come down here with me,

         25  and they said Poet, you are too militant, you are
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          2  too angry. I am afraid that one of them is going to

          3  be in the news tomorrow talking about how they were

          4  --

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Take your

          6  time.

          7                 MS. WARING: Thank you. I am just so

          8  angry.

          9                 I have a co-worker who was working in

         10  the Bronx with one of his friends. His friend was

         11  shot in front of his face. When he took off after

         12  the assailant, the cops came and rescued him. He

         13  told them it wasn't me, they went that way, I was

         14  chasing him. They beat him, took him to the precinct

         15  and beat him til morning and then said oh we realize

         16  that you had not fired a gun, you may go, without so

         17  much as an apology.

         18                 This wrong. This is what happens

         19  every day. The fact that 41 bullets was fired is no

         20  surprise. It is not surprise. We should not be

         21  surprised about it at all.

         22                 We should have taken the time to stop

         23  this a long time ago. The problem is we need

         24  somebody to police the police. And if we have to do

         25  that then we have to do it, and we have to get other
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          2  people to come here and do it as well.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

          5                 Haja Worley, Debbie Haughton and Meme

          6  Noyes.

          7                 MR. WORLEY: Good afternoon. Good

          8  evening, Councilman. I would like to thank you for

          9  having pulled this together.

         10                 I am a member of Board 10, and my

         11  concern is that I think in our community we have to

         12  really look at patterns. The pattern that has been

         13  established in the black community, sorry to say I

         14  am not a racist, you know, I am not espousing racism

         15  or anything, but in our community they allow certain

         16  things to happen with regards to police that doesn't

         17  happen in our communities. And I think we need to do

         18  a little preventive detection of our own.

         19                 I think we need to look at the

         20  situation in our community, rather than responding

         21  when an incident happens. I think we need to do some

         22  examinations. This is not the first hearing of

         23  police brutality in the City and this won't be the

         24  last, but I think we need to do some real, real

         25  thorough examination in terms of what is happening
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          2  in our communities. This is a pattern, as I said,

          3  not only is our community, but in California

          4  recently a young woman was shot to death in an

          5  automobile. Allegedly they said she had a gun in the

          6  seat, but it is too easy for the police to explain

          7  the use of deadly force by saying well we thought.

          8                 Once you have taken somebody's life,

          9  you can't take it back, so it would seem to me that

         10  we would have a little bit more -- you know, these

         11  police need to be better trained or something here

         12  needs to happen so that we -- we need to do a

         13  thorough examination of the Police Department and

         14  not just wait until another death happens. We know

         15  the pattern has already been established in the

         16  black community and Hispanic community. The police

         17  brutality has already been established. We have seen

         18  here tonight it is already established, we don't

         19  have to look any further, but what we need to do is

         20  we need to get serious about what the remedies are

         21  going to be in terms of how we are going to deal

         22  with the police and how we are going to deal with

         23  the police matters that involved brutality.

         24                 You know, it has got to stop. It has

         25  got to stop. We need to look at the pattern. We need
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          2  to do thorough, thorough examination. Giuliani is

          3  saying this is a safer City, it is not safe until we

          4  can not be afraid of the police officers. It is not

          5  a safer city. For rich people it might be a safer

          6  city, but it is certainly not a safer city for me,

          7  and I have been the victim of police brutality.

          8                 I was almost murdered in the 84th

          9  Precinct some years ago. So I know what it is, and I

         10  know that we -- the sister said she is angry, I am

         11  also angry, but before we get to the boiling point,

         12  we need to have a real thorough examination.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         14  very much.

         15                 Debbie Haughton.

         16                 MS. HAUGHTON: Hello. My name is

         17  Debbie Haughton, and I want to talk about myself.

         18  During the summer I was coming out of my building

         19  and I was stopped by the police, harassed. They were

         20  talking to me like I was a piece of garbage, and I

         21  live within the building. They were asking me what

         22  apartment, where I am coming from. They don't have

         23  no respect for us. No nothing. And something got to

         24  be done about that, because now I don't call your

         25  police. When something happens I have to call my
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          2  family, you know, and that is only more problems

          3  there, because as long as we live in the City where

          4  police are supposed to protect us, but instead they

          5  are against us. What is going to be done about them?

          6  The police is making it worse for the people that

          7  live in their community. What is going to happen

          8  with the Police Department? Is it going to be run

          9  like it is supposed to be run? The people that go to

         10  jail, it is bad for the community, but how about the

         11  police that is out there making it bad for the

         12  people and they are going to jail for no reason at

         13  all.

         14                 I got arrested for coming out of my

         15  house calling my daughter because I didn't have no

         16  ID. And instead of letting me run back upstairs on

         17  the corner, or ring my bell, they arrested me and

         18  took me to the jail and made me stay on the cold

         19  floor until a patty wagon come to get me. I don't

         20  think that is fair. That is what I have to say.

         21  Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Forgive me if

         23  I mispronounce your name. MeMe Noyes.

         24                 MS. NOYES: My government name that

         25  the government knows is MeMe Noyes, I have been in
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          2  Flushing, Queens for over 15 years. My mother used

          3  to bring me to events like this and I used to say I

          4  want to go home and now I know why she brought me.

          5                 I should say that in the Webster

          6  Dictionary Jim Crow Law is defined as discrimination

          7  against black people by legal or traditional

          8  sanctions.

          9                 To think about my sister, and my

         10  daughter, I worry about her. She is four. She is

         11  beautiful, even the kids who are sweet, I worry for

         12  them so much because you don't know what is going to

         13  happen. There is no such thing as friendly fire, it

         14  just happens to happen that they were in the wrong

         15  place at the wrong time.

         16                 There is nothing like being arrested.

         17  I know it can happen for just being somewhere, and

         18  when I was younger, looking like a hard rock, and

         19  they were telling me, come on, you got to go, and I

         20  was like why are you pushing me? They were just

         21  treating me like an animal, so I know how they do it

         22  with weapons. And there is nothing more frightening

         23  than knowing that your life can be over like that,

         24  and you can't do anything about it.

         25                 We got stopped on the Interstate and
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          2  you could see the baby carriage in the back, I had

          3  the crib, my big belly, they still pulled us over. I

          4  was like we are trying to get home, I have to go to

          5  the bathroom, I am not going in the bushes, I am

          6  sorry, I am nine months pregnant. So what they said.

          7  It is something we all understand and we have to get

          8  our families together and we have to let them know

          9  at home that if the war is against us, we are at

         10  battle and we don't even really know it. They know

         11  it, okay? I don't want to use up my time but we have

         12  to do something. There are young kids here, there is

         13  my age, older, when I go out to read poetry, and do

         14  anything, anything I do, go into a panel session,

         15  there was a panel session last month, no one was

         16  there, no one came out to speak. No one to say

         17  anything, no one cared. And we have to wait until a

         18  big tragedy happens, okay? Whatever fire we are

         19  feeling now, please keep it, retain it, do not buy

         20  anything that they say.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         23  much.

         24                 We are right on schedule here, which

         25  is remarkable but we are grateful for the way the
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          2  community has participated in this, in all that

          3  participation means.

          4                 If there are seats, come on and take

          5  them. Who has got hands to show me seats? Okay, so

          6  come on in and sit down, if you need a seat, all

          7  right?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Anthony

          9  Ferguson, Antoinette McGee, Noreen Clark-Smith,

         10  Lucille Banta, Carolyn Tolbert, Ron Daniels, and Ed

         11  Jarvis.

         12                 If you don't mind, where is Ron

         13  Daniels? Ron Daniels is the head of the Center for

         14  Constitutional Rights, and if you don't mind, I

         15  would like to have him come speak first.

         16                 Ron.

         17                 MR. DANIELS: Thank you very much,

         18  Councilman Perkins, Councilman Reed and other

         19  members of the City Council here.

         20                 I want to first of all congratulate

         21  you on tapping the wisdom of hearing the people and

         22  being of the people, because one of the things we

         23  need are elected officials who will do exactly what

         24  you are doing today.

         25                 I also want to thank you, Councilman
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          2  Perkins. I was one of those 11 who were arrested the

          3  other day on Wall Street with Reverend Al Sharpton,

          4  and I thank you and Councilwoman Annette Robinson

          5  for coming to look after us, because we were a

          6  little nervous.

          7                 I want to quickly also mention some

          8  people, the sister organizations with which we work,

          9  because the Center for Constitutional Rights works

         10  with a number of organizations to try to fight this

         11  problem. I think I see Rizzo Young here --

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Stand up,

         13  please.

         14                 MR. DANIELS: And I see Bruce Bently

         15  with the Defense Committee for the National Lawyers

         16  Guild, and they provide lawyers.

         17                 Let me quickly say that we all hope,

         18  as was mentioned earlier, that people will stop at

         19  the table outside for the Center for Constitutional

         20  Rights and the Police Watch, we have a mechanism in

         21  the City now that will independently gather data, we

         22  will spend at least a half an hour with you or more

         23  discussing all of the details of your complaints,

         24  and they have a table outside and hope that you will

         25  deal with that.
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          2                 The other thing that we think is very

          3  important policy-wise is that we stop this infamous

          4  "We Own The Night" Street Crimes Unit. We have to

          5  shut it down.

          6                 According to the Center for

          7  Constitutional Rights, they filed a federal civil

          8  rights lawsuit in which we asked the federal, the

          9  Southern District Court to enjoin the City to in

         10  fact stop the Street Crimes Unit because it is

         11  racial. It is only going into black and Latino

         12  neighborhoods and it is a suspension of our Fourth

         13  Amendment rights of the Constitution and we say the

         14  constitution applies everywhere. You cannot lose

         15  your constitutional rights simply because you live

         16  in a high crime neighborhood or a black and Latino

         17  neighborhood. So we have to fight against that.

         18                 The second thing we have asked for

         19  the Council to deal with is, and I was there briefly

         20  at the hearing, is that these civil damage suits, 87

         21  million from 1990 to 1995, $20 million last year,

         22  that is money that could be going for schools and

         23  lots of other things. It should come out of the

         24  Police Department's budget. The cops should pay.

         25  There is a need for federal action, a pattern and
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          2  practice investigation is required. And so we hope

          3  that that will also take place.

          4                 And finally, as I take my seat, I

          5  hope that the Council members would also help us at

          6  the Center for Constitutional Rights, to get the

          7  attention of the fellow government for organizing a

          8  major demonstration in Washington, D.C. on violence

          9  for justice on April 3rd, and we hope that people

         10  will join us at that endeavor.

         11                 And also, it is important to register

         12  and vote. You must now register and vote.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         15  much.

         16                 The gentleman that was just about to

         17  speak who was kind enough to wait. Thank you. Will

         18  you tell us your name, brother?

         19                 MR. FERGUSON: Hello. My name is Mr.

         20  Anthony Ferguson, and I live on 132 East 119th

         21  Street, I live right next to the 2-5 Precinct. I

         22  just want to put to your attention in the Council,

         23  and I hope that you will accept this as very

         24  important, at this time and moment I am considered

         25  as a volunteer for the New York City Police
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          2  Department, and the things that I see, the things

          3  that I know, the things that I can identify and also

          4  testify in court to the truth, nothing but the

          5  truth, so help me God, I want to put this to your

          6  attention:

          7                 I have proof and evidence at this

          8  time and moment, I have exactly four white police

          9  officers at this time that is engaging in possible

         10  (inaudible) of young girls, okay? Number one. I know

         11  after this I might be dead.

         12                 The other thing I want to tell you

         13  is, I have proof and evidence on tape and film by

         14  recording, I walked around with a tape recorder, and

         15  the police officers I am talking about, they know

         16  me, they know exactly who I am, they know exactly

         17  everything I do, I want to put to your attention

         18  everything that has been said here tonight is so

         19  important, that we are in danger and possibly to

         20  die. I swear to you that I have proof and evidence

         21  that officers that I know, and they told me tonight,

         22  before I came here tonight, I know who they are, I

         23  know where they are, they are working. They say, I

         24  asked them personally, do you like me? They told me

         25  no.
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          2                 What I am saying is everything that

          3  has been said here is more than true. I know things

          4  that you wouldn't believe. I know exactly what

          5  officer is ready to do something to somebody now in

          6  about one month and three days.

          7                 SPEAKER FROM AUDIENCE: Give it up.

          8                 MR. FERGUSON: What I am trying to

          9  tell you, I hope that nothing will happen to me out

         10  there tonight, I am hoping to live. What I am saying

         11  is the truth. I guarantee you, within one month from

         12  today, you will hear something, and I just want to

         13  say this is so bad.

         14                 I want to also put something to your

         15  attention also. It is true that police are, there is

         16  police in the back of the room, in the back of the

         17  police precinct, people have died. I know how they

         18  died. I talked to the victims, they told me exactly

         19  how they died and when they died.

         20                 I also know this, Commissioner Safir,

         21  he was supposed to be a Fire Chief, I don't know how

         22  they hire a Fire Chief to a Police Chief without any

         23  training.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         25                 MR. FERGUSON: Okay, and also one more
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          2  thing.

          3                 The bullets that you have, I swear to

          4  you, you don't need those bullets that kill human

          5  beings.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

          7  much.

          8                 We have the last group of speakers

          9  as, Ed Jarvis.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Antoinette

         11  McGee.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Antionette

         13  McGee.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Noreen

         15  Clark-Smith. Lucille Banta and Carolyn Tolbert.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Please all come

         17  to the microphone.

         18                 Please, we are getting close to the

         19  end of the testimony, but please pay respect. Many

         20  people have been here for a long period of time, so

         21  if you can hear me in the back, can you hear me in

         22  the back? Jeffrey will make sure that you move up

         23  forward, please, and take seats. Thank you very

         24  much.

         25                 Yes, sir.
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          2                 MR. JARVIS: I want to say right up

          3  front that I think the proposals that are being made

          4  here today at the Council are sham. I think the war

          5  is on the black community. I think the war is a war

          6  on drugs which democrats and the republicans, in

          7  fact Wall Street is the only one that profits off of

          8  this, it is the working people of this City who have

          9  to make the stands.

         10                 Tens of thousands of construction

         11  workers last year pushed around Giuliani's cuts to

         12  Midtown Manhattan, and it is going to take a fight

         13  in order to get the unions to take a stand against

         14  racist terror in the City, it is going to take a

         15  fight in order to vocalize labor which is the key. I

         16  was in the workers union and I can tell you from my

         17  experience, black workers, who are the crossed hairs

         18  of this racist system, there was a black token booth

         19  clerk who used a weapon in his own self defense

         20  against a mugger, a union member who subsequently

         21  was arrested, handcuffed for nine hours, held in

         22  jail for 24 hours, it took a fight in that union to

         23  get the leaders of that union to vocalize their

         24  forces to defend this man, and subsequent, as a

         25  result of that fight, the union came out in support
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          2  and that man was freed. He was acquitted of all

          3  charges.

          4                 It is that kind of effort that is

          5  necessary, a mass vocalization of working class

          6  people in this City to fight against and to protest

          7  the vial crimes that are going on by the police

          8  against black, Latino people and organized labor.

          9  It's going to be a fight and it is going to have to

         10  be waged in order to build a workers party that will

         11  bring down this whole racist capitalist system.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         14  much.

         15                 Antoinette McGee.

         16                 MS. CLARK-SMITH: I was next.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I am sorry.

         18  Okay, thank you. I like the way we all are today.

         19                 MS. CLARK-SMITH: Thank you,

         20  Councilman Perkins, Assemblywoman --

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: We are all

         22  Council members.

         23                 MS. CLARK-SMITH: Councilwoman

         24  Eldridge and Reed.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.
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          2                 MS. CLARK-SMITH: My concern is that I

          3  --

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Your name,

          5  Ma'am.

          6                 MS. CLARK-SMITH: Noreen Clark-Smith.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

          8                 MS. CLARK-SMITH: I was City born and

          9  City bred, and I am a little distressed of hearing

         10  in the news, the media and radio about New York

         11  City. A lot of people forget about Malcolm. He said

         12  any place south of Canada is down south. New York

         13  City has always been what it is now.

         14                 Now, I know we have had a whole lot

         15  of immigration and people are sort of surprised as

         16  to what is happening here. I am not surprised. The

         17  same thing has been going on here in New York, New

         18  Jersey, across the river. Klu Klux Klan, you name

         19  it, Brown Church during World War II, just down here

         20  you have nothing but the promised land.

         21                 Secondly, now when it comes to the

         22  resident requirements, I worked for the state for 12

         23  years, when I called up last week because I wanted

         24  to know the number of us that is in the Senate. We

         25  have eight black senators. What is the total number
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          2  of senators in New York State? Sixty-one. We cannot

          3  win that battle on residency because when you have

          4  the young man coming from Nassau, Suffolk County, as

          5  well as Orange County, Rockland County and all of

          6  those places north, you have to understand this is

          7  about economics. They are not going to vote against

          8  giving their residents, you know, that is going to

          9  hurt them. They are bringing their money from this

         10  City back to those counties, so they are not going

         11  to go and vote for a residency, plain and simple. We

         12  need to start telling the truth to one another. It

         13  is not happening.

         14                 The training. What training? As soon

         15  as they leave the Police Academy and reach the

         16  precinct, the first thing the lieutenant or captain

         17  tells them, forget what you just learned in the

         18  Academy. Now we need to start telling the truth to

         19  one another. We don't have any more time for this

         20  show and tell.

         21                 My friend just quit his job at

         22  Rikers, he had been there for ten years. He said

         23  Noreen, I am so depressed. He said first I was

         24  dealing with the youth. He said, so they were 17

         25  years old -- and I know somebody is not going to
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          2  like it when I start talking about The Legal Aid

          3  Society -- no, wait a minute now, brother, because

          4  the only thing you can get when they turn you over

          5  to The Legal Aid Society is time. That's all you

          6  get. And he says, I am so depressed, I come back and

          7  I was transferred to the men's division. I turn

          8  around, I see this young man, he is 21 years old, he

          9  said all we are doing is building prisons for our

         10  children. They are not going to put us on any

         11  reservation, they don't do that any longer, they

         12  have jail. Prisons are supposed to be built upstate.

         13  Understand these are economy prisons --

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Ms. Smith, thank

         15  you very much.

         16                 MS. SMITH: You are welcome.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

         18                 Antoinette McGee. Ms. McGee. We have

         19  three more speakers, I would like to get the people

         20  in the back to pay them as much respect as they paid

         21  to you.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 MS. McGEE: Hi, everybody. My name is

         24  Antoinette McGee. I just want to say, I am one of

         25  them individuals that live in Brooklyn, and I grew
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          2  up and I see, you know, just in my projects alone

          3  there are people who sell drugs, and I have seen

          4  many police take my young brothers and sisters

          5  younger than me, because I am 30 years old. My

          6  brother, he did ten years in the army, he sits down

          7  and he talks to a lot of the MAs (phonetic), and he

          8  comes back and he shares with his brothers and

          9  sisters so we don't be in the same places.

         10                 I know one time they knocked on our

         11  door looking for my brother, they had a warrant for

         12  my brother's arrest, and my other brother came, and

         13  he worked for one of them drug dealers. I used to be

         14  one too. I have children and I seen that there are

         15  better ways of doing things.

         16                 But anyway, they knocked on our door

         17  and as we opened the door, even though you have a

         18  warrant, I don't feel you have to have a gun pointed

         19  in my face. And I opened the door, my mother was

         20  right behind me. They just pushed their way in and

         21  they told her that they were looking for my brother,

         22  you know? Not giving us the chance to say he is here

         23  or he is not here, and mind you, I have children

         24  also, okay, and my kids are seeing these guns pulled

         25  out, so right now my son is ten years old and he is
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          2  scared to death of a cop. When he sees a cop, he

          3  says, mommy, the police, and they hide behind me.

          4  You know, that's sad. Because my kids is coming up

          5  behind me and I am trying to do what I got to do,

          6  and there is so much negativity in the world today,

          7  it don't make no sense.

          8                 You know, if somebody grew up with

          9  underhanded police now-a-days you know what, it

         10  doesn't -- but I want to speak about something else

         11  too.  Me, myself, I am in recovery today, okay? I

         12  made my mistakes and I am doing what I have to do to

         13  get my life back together. I want to speak about

         14  BCW, okay, because I saw a lot of women are being

         15  trained when it comes to BCW and why a person can

         16  make a phone call and say you are neglecting your

         17  child, and there is no investigation, they just come

         18  and remove your children.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 Lucille Banta.

         22                 MS. BANTA: Hello, everybody. First of

         23  all, I would like to thank you all for being here, I

         24  think it is terrific.

         25                 I would also like to thank the City
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          2  Council people, City Council Members Bill Perkins,

          3  Phil Reed, and the lady. It is wonderful that they

          4  are here. But there is a very big problem, not only

          5  the police issue, and I am horrified at what I

          6  heard. I heard things like, that after 22 years of

          7  working in prison as an educator, we worked with the

          8  COPE Organization, Consortium On Prison Education,

          9  and I know the 85 percent of people who are

         10  non-white, who are enslaved in prisons, they are

         11  used literally as slaves, not only court craft, they

         12  are being used in violation of the Constitution of

         13  New York State today by serving industry to take on

         14  slave labor instead of the trade unions that

         15  somebody spoke about before, trade unions had better

         16  wake up, labor had better wake up, because they are

         17  taking their jobs and paying nothing in return. And

         18  that has happened all over the world, not just here

         19  but everywhere.

         20                 And I want everyone to realize this

         21  is an entire enemy that is granted with money, it is

         22  probably the biggest broker industry in New York

         23  City, in New York State and probably in many states

         24  of the union. This is where it is at. It is an

         25  economical struggle.
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          2                 However, one of our enemies is also

          3  the bull-dozer. I imagine most of you have heard of

          4  the little public school 76 on 121st Street here in

          5  Harlem where the children had grown, because they

          6  had problems, they were hungry, many of them went to

          7  bed without food, they were having their problems

          8  like all kids, like has been made so clear today,

          9  and they grew, the teachers got them to grow a

         10  beautiful garden, that lifted their spirits, make

         11  them feel they can make something of beauty in the

         12  City and they did.

         13                 What happened to that lovely garden?

         14  How did the Mayor feel? How did the City feel? How

         15  did the City Administration feel about that? They

         16  expressed what they felt by coming the day after

         17  Election Day.  They waited until after Election Day

         18  and bulldozed that garden into the dust.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Ms.

         20  Banta.

         21                 MS. BANTA: The children were

         22  horrified. We must realize the bull-dozer is also

         23  the enemy, along with the cops. They want to

         24  bull-doze the community of Harlem and build

         25  highrise, high rent, high cost buildings.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

          3  much.

          4                 MS. BANTA: Just a moment. PS 76 was

          5  the beautiful garden. It will be built again, they

          6  are going to grow another garden. You are invited

          7  Friday of this week at 220 West 121st Street between

          8  the hours of 1:00 and 3:00 p.m., you are all very

          9  welcome to come.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         12  much.

         13                 Ms. Carolyn Tolbert.

         14                 MS. TOLBERT: Hi. My name is Carolyn

         15  Tolbert.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Could we allow

         17  Ms. Tolbert her three minutes? Thank you very much.

         18                 MS. TOLBERT: I, myself, have not been

         19  a product of police brutality. I try not to have

         20  anything to do with the police, because I try to

         21  live my life so that I don't have to go there.

         22                 But about two weeks after the Diallo

         23  shooting, I had some tapes of Blockbuster that were

         24  due one night, and I asked my grandson, who is 15,

         25  who is old for his age, to take them back. And it
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          2  was kind of late, he doesn't usually go out late, he

          3  has come home early. And he said to me, he said,

          4  Grandma, you are not worried about something

          5  happened to me out there? And I said, Keith, I have

          6  never heard of a mugger trying to attack you. He

          7  said I am not afraid of the muggers, I am afraid of

          8  the police.

          9                 So, I kept the tapes for the extra

         10  night and paid the extra fee, because he did not

         11  want to go out there because he was afraid on being

         12  shot by a policeman because it was late at night and

         13  he wanted to run there and run back, okay?

         14                 Something has to be done because you

         15  have teenagers who are afraid to go outside after

         16  dark because they are afraid of being shot.

         17  Something seriously has to be done.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Ms. Tolbert,

         19  thank you very much.

         20                 We are just about finished, we have

         21  been joined by the Borough President of Manhattan,

         22  C. Virginia Fields, who is going to have a few words

         23  for us.

         24                 There is nothing that we did not

         25  expect, but one of the things that my colleague,
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          2  Ronnie Eldridge, who I want you to know is the Chair

          3  of the Manhattan Delegation of the City Council, but

          4  some of the comments that we have made back here

          5  today is that our community knows how to respect

          6  itself, we respect each other, and this has been a

          7  tremendous opportunity for us. So, we are really

          8  grateful that not only that you have come and that

          9  you have spoken out, but because you participated in

         10  the manner that we all expect ourselves to do so.

         11  Often people think that our communities don't know

         12  how to act, do you know what I mean? So give

         13  yourselves a hand.

         14                 Then there have been over 300 people

         15  that have come this evening, and I also want to ask

         16  you to give a hand to the Sergeant-At-Arms from the

         17  City Council who have been helpful. And many of us

         18  Council members have staff here, staff from the City

         19  Council, raise your hand. And give them a round of

         20  applause, too, please. These are people that you see

         21  in the office every day trying to give you

         22  assistance. If you need help, you should be able to

         23  come to our offices. There are a series of Speakouts

         24  that are following, there is one tomorrow in

         25  Washington Heights at P.S. 128, which is at 159th
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          2  Street and Broadway, at 6:00. There is a forum.

          3  There has been one also this evening at Cooper

          4  Union. There is one on the 15th, which is sponsored

          5  by Ronnie Eldridge and myself at Goodard Riverside,

          6  which is at Columbus Avenue and 88th Street, on

          7  March 16th at the Gay and Lesbian Community Center,

          8  which is at 1 West, Little West 12th Street, that's

          9  at 6:00. And the last one, at least in Manhattan for

         10  the moment, is at Riverside Church on March 18th,

         11  which is at Riverside Drive and 122nd Street, at

         12  4:00 in the afternoon.

         13                 If there is other information that

         14  you want to speak to us on, we will be here to do

         15  that. Please make sure to continue to participate.

         16  We are going to take this, we know we have an

         17  obligation to you to follow up with this and we will

         18  be reporting back to you.

         19                 I also want to thank the people from

         20  North General Hospital for their contribution in

         21  allowing us to do this work. I want to thank Ms.

         22  Maisonette, Ms. Depina and Ms. Debula. Thank you

         23  very much, from the hospital.

         24                 And we want to give our Borough

         25  President the same courtesy that we have given
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          2  everybody else in her three minutes to speak to us.

          3                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS: Thank you

          4  so much, Council Member Reed.

          5                 First of all, let me commend the

          6  members of the City Council for bringing us together

          7  for this very important Speakout.

          8                 One of the reasons I am a little late

          9  here, because I had been at the one at Cooper Union,

         10  and it is just as lively, just as much concern

         11  expressed by the participants in that one, as I

         12  understand has been here. And that is good, because

         13  what we can all do at this point is continue to have

         14  our voices heard about the lack of response in terms

         15  of our Mayor or from our Mayor and our Police

         16  Commissioner, as far as change.

         17                 Yes, the grand jury must move forward

         18  with this deliberation and we are calling for a

         19  timely and efficient response.

         20                 But on the other hand, change can be

         21  made at this time by implementing many of the

         22  recommendations that have already been made, whether

         23  it is by the Mollen Commission, the report following

         24  Abner Louima, the Dissenting Report and this own

         25  City Council's Public Safety Committee report, it
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          2  speaks to training, it speaks to residency, it

          3  speaks to improving relations and certainly speaks

          4  to strengthening the Civilian Complaint Review

          5  Board, which Council Member Ronnie Eldridge, and

          6  when I was the Council Member, led the fight in the

          7  City Council to make happen.

          8                 So, we have something to start with

          9  in this City, but unfortunately, we have a Mayor who

         10  does not listen, who does not work with elected

         11  leaders, who does not work with communities, and is

         12  simply ignoring the human cry regarding the incident

         13  that happened with Amadou Diallo and other incidents

         14  that have taken place in this City.

         15                 So, that is why it is important that

         16  your voices continue to be heard on this issue and

         17  that we continue to use our respective offices in an

         18  effort to make sure that change is made in this City

         19  for the good of all people, and that we can all feel

         20  irrespective of race, religion, ethnicity, or sexual

         21  orientation, that our rights will be protected, will

         22  be respected and a few men will not deny us justice

         23  in terms of our, what we are fighting for and what

         24  we know must happen in this City.

         25                 So, I thank the City Council, I thank
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          2  all of you for coming, and let's just keep moving

          3  forward because change must come in this City.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you all.

          6  Thank you all very much for coming. Thank you all

          7  very much. Good evening.

          8                 (Hearing concluded at 8:03 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 10th day of March 1999.
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