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          1  COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Good morning.

          3  I'm Council Member Jim Gennaro, Chair of the New

          4  York City Council Committee on Environmental

          5  Protection. I'd like to welcome you to this hearing

          6  today.

          7                 The Committee will vote on two sound

          8  pieces of legislation that will significantly

          9  protect New York City residents, visitors and

         10  workers, and our environment.

         11                 The two pieces of legislation are

         12  proposed Intro. 122-A, which relates to reporting

         13  requirements pursuant to the community right to know

         14  law.

         15                 In October of this year, the

         16  Committee held a hearing and proposed Intro. 585-A,

         17  which relates to increasing penalties of violations

         18  of the community right to know law.

         19                 In October of this year, the

         20  Committee held a hearing on these bills. In light of

         21  the testimony received at the hearing and

         22  information gathered thereafter, the two pieces of

         23  legislation were slightly amended.

         24                 122-A has to do with the City DEP

         25  reporting the enforcement activities of the people
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          2  who work in their right to know program. It's

          3  critically important that we add this element to the

          4  annual reporting requirements so that DEP can show

          5  us all of the activities that they're doing to make

          6  sure that this law is complied with.

          7                 Intro. 585-a would increase the

          8  penalties of those that would violate the

          9  right-to-know law, and these penalties have not been

         10  changed in many years, and it's unfortunate that

         11  some businesses believe that they can violate the

         12  law and just pay these penalties as a cost of doing

         13  business, and this bill will change that.

         14                 So, we're very heartened by being

         15  able to put these two bills forward and to make

         16  these very significant changes.

         17                 As I have previously stated, the

         18  purpose of the New York City right-to-know law,

         19  passed by the City Council in 1988, is to protect

         20  the environment and the health and safety of

         21  community members by providing information about

         22  exposure to and dangers with the storage, use and

         23  handling of hazardous substances, very hazardous

         24  substances, and regulated toxic substances.

         25                 It is vital that our City maintains
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          2  and adopts the most effective safety measures aimed

          3  at compliance with the right to know law. To this

          4  end, Intro. 122-A and 585-A will strengthen the

          5  right-to-know law, and thereby further safeguard

          6  everyone in the City of New York.

          7                 And we have no witnesses before us

          8  today, so I won't introduce them, but I'd like to

          9  recognize the members of the Committee, Council

         10  Member Bill DeBlasio from Brooklyn, Council Member

         11  Jose Serrano from the Bronx, Council Member

         12  Margarita Lopez from Manhattan, and I'd also like to

         13  recognize the good work of the staff of the

         14  Committee, Donna DeCostanzo, and Richard Colon.

         15                 So, with that being said, I'd like to

         16  call upon the clerk to call the roll.

         17                 And clerk, which one will we be

         18  voting first?

         19                 Without objection, I'd like to couple

         20  them. Is everyone okay with coupling the bills?

         21  We're going to couple the two bills together, if

         22  that's okay with people.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

          3  explain my vote for one minute, Council Member?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: By all means.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I just want to

          6  make a following statement.

          7                 During the period of time in which

          8  September 11th happened in this Council prior to,

          9  the Mayor of this City of New York at the time,

         10  Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, wanted to put a bunker in

         11  the area of the World Trade Center.

         12                 The Council, with all the passion

         13  that was possible opposed that, and we didn't want

         14  that bunker to be established in there because we

         15  thought it was unsafe, and irrational.

         16                 When September 11th came, thousands

         17  of gallons of fuel were put in Tower 7. The

         18  thousands and thousands of fuel that were put in

         19  Tower 7 was not known to the people of the City of

         20  New York.

         21                 This law is important, because not

         22  only would it allow all of us to have one handle on

         23  this issue, but also I cannot avoid thinking about

         24  September 11th, and the fuel that was put in there

         25  in a place that never should have been put.
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          2                 With that, I vote yes on both.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on both.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

          8  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          9  abstentions, both items are adopted.

         10                 Council members, please sign the

         11  Committee reports.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you.

         13                 I want to thank my colleagues for

         14  their support.

         15                 Like Council Member Lopez said, it's

         16  critically important, particularly in the wake of

         17  September 11th, that we do everything possible to

         18  regulate these toxic substances and make sure that

         19  everyone who has to report on the usage of these

         20  toxic chemicals is doing so and they're handling

         21  them properly, and everyone in the City of New York

         22  that might have to respond to some kind of emergency

         23  where these substances will be present, would know

         24  that, and have proper precautions taken.

         25                 So, thank you very much, Council
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          2  Member Lopez and everyone.

          3                 And we'll be leaving the vote open

          4  for other members who will come in and vote.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 11:30 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 25th day of November 2003.
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